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King. The Second, is a Sacrifice of Praife & Prayer, by 
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Profopopceia Britannica : 

Britans Genius, 

OR, 

Good- A N G E L , perfonated ; 

Reafoning and advifing, touching the 

Games now playing, and ihe Adventures now at 

Hazard in thefe IJlands ; and prefaging, alfo, 

fome future things, not unlikely to 

come to paffe. 

Difcovered by T E R R^-F I L I U S (a well- 

knowne Lover of the Publike-Peace) when the 

begetting of a Nationall- Quarrell 

was firft feared. 

Expreffed in two Leftions, or Readings. 

For e^ry thing, which is below the Sun, 

There is a Time ; For fome things, more then One : 

And, if this be welltim'd, the Game is done. 

To all men, GOD, in Mercy, Once doth come : 

Ca/Zr twice, ^r thrice; yea, many times, on fome: 

AndtJwy whofleighthis Grace, mufi feel his doome. 

Since, then, for onct abujing 'Love, fome fall; 

Let it be,ferioufly, well-weigh' d, of all, 

W/mt may betide thofe, who,flill,fleight itfhall. 



L ON DON, 
Printed by Robert Aujlin. 1648. 



To the meeke ingenuous Reader. 

T Hough much contempt is caft on Poejie, 
The Meek, and men of Ingenuity, 
Sill, entertaine her with refpeftive eares, 
When, on her proper Errand fhee appeares. 
For, Sacred-things, and Things moft pertinent 
To Mans well being, by that Injlrtiment, 
Have been conveyed, ev'n in ev'ry Nation, 
( Yea, and almoft, in ev'ry Generation ) 
Some Poets have prov'd Prophets, to foretell, 
Things Future, many years ere they befell. 
And fure, the Latines, to imply the fame, 
To Poets, and to Prophets gave one Name. 

To You, therefore, this Poem will not feem 
Unufefull, or unworthy of efteem ; 
Nor fhall, to you, the matter be in vaine, 
Nor want that End, whereto it may pertaine ; 
But, ftir up thofe Affections, and that Care 
Which may awake you, timely, to prepare 
Againft the fad, and Evill day, wherein 
The Scorners muft have payment for their fin. 
For, This, will pafle by Them, as doth a Blajl, 
Whereof, but few take heed, till it be paft, 
And, leaves Effects behind it which may fhow 
What Blajl it was, and whence that wind did blow. 

To you, therefore, the Author recommends 
Thefe mujings, as to them, among his Friends, 
Who, fhall poffeffe the Earth, when thofe who flout 
At wholefome Counfell, fhall be rooted out. 
He to your Doome appeales : And if but Three, 
Who, zealous of the Publike fafety be ; 
Or, but two wifemen ; Or, but One, who loves 
The Peace of GOD, thefe Raptures well approves ; 
He fhall be honour'd, by fuch Approbations, 
More, then by all the Fooles of thefe three Nations. 

A 2 To 



To the fcornfully Cenforious. 

WHat have we here ? faies pride-puft-ignorance, 
Wox^ Poetry} ytsfoole; more, too, perchance, 
Then thou wilt Hke ; and, more, for thee to jeere, 
Till foaming at thy mouth, thy Braines appeare 
Through witleffe Choler, when thy foule fliall dread. 
What, thou with fcornfuU difrefpefl, haft read. 

But ( faies a./econd) this, eight months agoe, 
Appear'd in Manufcript : well, grant it fo ; 
What is infer'd ? the Author, doe not blame. 
That, untill now, you have not feen the fame ; 
For, Truth gets Licenfe hardly ; and, the Prejfe 
Was, then, at your difpofure, not at his. 
Who (faies a third) is he, that, in this wife, 
Our Genius perfonates 1 A fourth, replies. 
The matter, and the Phrafe, their Author fhew : 
SIRS, if ye gueffe right, much good doe it you. 
If you, be therewith pleafed, fo, is he ; 
If not, he, therewith troubled will not be : 
For, he regards not, fo much, how to pleafe. 
As, how to cure the generall difeafe. 

That, is his chiefeft aiine : to that intent, 
Hitnfelfe, diwd fortunes, he hath freely fpent, 
As well as time and words ; which, when he dies. 
Will gaine him, what your malice yet denies. 
If, you, hereby, will reap no benefit. 
The maine obJlruSlion, will be want of wit ; 
Or, in the wanting, rather, of his grace ; 
Whofe love, ye fleighted, when it offer'd was. 

Read, if ye lift ; But, who compos'd the fame, 
Inquire not : for, ( although to fhew his Name 
He never was afraid ) it futes not now. 
With his defigne, that he fhould tell it you ; 
Nor, can it be mnteriall, fo you heed. 
And prudently confider what ye read : 

For, whom, or whofoere, he may appeare. 

That, will be true, which he expreffeth here. 

PRO- 



PROSOPOPOEIA BRITANNICA. 
The Contents of the firft Leflion. 

THe P E T poetizeth, here, 
Great Britans G E N I U S to appeare ; 
Expoftulating {firji of all) 
Some Slips, atid Faults in generall. 
And, tells what of that GAME, he fpake, 
In which, the publike, lies at State. 
Next, fhewes, how He doth move the King, 
Himfelfe into his Orbe to bring ; 
What, will, affuredly, fucceed, 
Unleffe, he fhall returne with fpeed', 
How, and by whom, and likewife, why 
He hath been hindred to comply ; 
And, that, the Men, and Hopes, which he 
Depends on, will his ruine be. 
Then, are declared, fome debates 
Of Prelates temporall ejlates ; 
What ought to be believ'd, by Him, 
As touching their old Claimes, and Them ; 
How much, a Prince obliged Jiands, 
To keepe up,fuch like Deodands ; 
Pleads in what cafe, a State, or King, 
May fell a Dedicated-Thing ; 
And, makes you, by plaine reafon, fee 
How falfe the claimes ^Tyrants bee. 

Then, having took fome Blocks away. 
Which flop the Kings repentance may ; 
Provokes thereto ; and ( though the root 
Seems bitter ) warrants pleafent fruit. 

WHen, in his might, the Dogflar, raigned, here, 
And, when our City, and our Armies, were 
Made jealous of each other, by their wiles, 
Who, fought to nourifh Difcord in thefe lies. 

A 3 Fill'd 
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Fill'd full of Thoughts, and fad, and fleepleffe lying 
Upon my Couch there, filently, furveying 
With contemplations eyes, the fick eftate 
Of thefe three Kingdomes, and, their likely Fate ; 
My rambling Fancie ( which was newly come, 
From whence I know not ) brought into the room, 
A reverend Per/on, who, upon him wore, 
A Sea-green mantle, which was wrought all o're 
With filver wavings (well refembled thofe 
Which curie the Ocean, when a ftrong gale blowes ) 
And, had a Verge, or bordering imbofb 
Of Rock-work, like the cliffs, that guard our coft. 
Rais'd with white Saphirs, looking o're z.Jtrand, 
Beftrow'd with orient Pearls, and golden fand. 

In his left hand, he feem'd to bring with him 
A threefold, but a broken Diadem, 
Each third whereof contained counterfeits, 
Of many differing fhaped Coronets, 
( Which had adorned it ) moft part of which 
Seem'd alfo, broken, or defaced much ; 
And, not improperly, an emblem were 
Of fomething, which this Emperie may feare. 
With an heroick look, a Princely /ac^. 
And awefull prefence, entred he the place ; 
But, fo, that look, and pace, and prefence, had 
Afhadowing drawne over them, which made 
Appearance, of a heart difpleas'd, and forry ; 
Yet, gave it, rather, excellence and glory 
To his demeanure, then diminifhment, 
Of what, befeem'd a Perfon excellent. 

Nor heeding me ; nor feeming much to care 
Who, then, was prefent, or, who was not there, 
A turne or two, he walk'd ; rais'd to the skies, 
As one admiring, his majeftick eyes ; 
And, with hands elevated, and difplay'd 
Thus, like a much difpleafed /rzwi/, he faid, 

SEE, 
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SEE,SEE\howMISCniEF,liketheLerMeaHSnake, 

Renewes her heads, and ftill new Hfe doth take ! 

The Jire of WAR within owe fields did flame, 

A while agoe, and Gods hand quench'd the fame. 

The match and powder were together laid 

In our chiefe City ; and, he, alfo ftaid 

Thofe probable effefts, which could have fhooke 

Thefe Hands, if the projeft, then, had took. 

As foone as that was paft, another Traine 

Was clofely laid, to blow up all againe ; 

And, make thefe Nations, like the clod-borne brood 

Of Cadmus, broachers of each others blood. 

Is there no end of madnejje ? but, by fits, 
Mufl they, who fhould be wifeft, loofe their wits .' 
And, ftill be forging new Defignes and Gins, 
To plague themfelves, and others, for their fins ^ 
Will not, the \>im.&, felfe-feeking parties, leave. 
Snares for themfelvs, with their own hands to weave.' 
Will not the Serpent ceafe to bruife their heels, 
Whom he purfues, though broken heads he feels f 
Nor will the harmleffe Doves, become fo wife 
To know the Birds of prey, through their difguife. 
Till they are all beguiled with their Ihowes, 
And, quite devour'd, by Buzzard, Kites and Crowes? 
Shall wholfome counfell, alwaies, be withftood } 
And, will you reinvolve your felves in blood, 
What ever your beft friends indeavour can, 
And, as it were, in fpight of GOD and man f 

O GOD ! what dulneffe hath poffeft thefe iV«^/i7«j.' 
When fliall the Spirit of Infatuations, 
Be difpoffefl:, ye Britans } when fhall peace 
Unite your hearts ? when fliall diffention ceafe. 
And, we behold againe within my Coaft, 
Thofe bleflings, which they willfully have loft, 
Who, fleighted counfell, when it was in feafon ; 
And, yet, refolve, not to be rul'd by Reafon } 

A 4 How 
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How long ! oh LORD ! how long fhall they negleft 
The Teachers of a better intelleft, 
And, in thofe courfes frowardly perfift, 
Whereby, they muft arrive at had I wijl ? 
How long ! fliall that contagious Cloud of lies 
Which through the ftreets, almoft each morning flies 
On paper wings, ■with.Jlanders, poyfon fome ? 
To others, injlrunients of death, beconae? 
Corrupt weake judgements ? Interrupt the choice 
Of good things ? drown the Pacyfying-voice 
Which, to their great advantage, they might hear, 
Unlefle deaf-Adder like, they ftopt their eare ? 
Or, liflened to thofe falfhoods, weich delude 
The wifeft, and enrage the multitude ? 

How long ! fhall men perfever to delight 
In curfed words, and aflions of defpight ? 
In ftudying reciprocall difgraces ? 
In flinging durt into each others faces ? 
And, as it were, in ftriving, who befl may 
The Devills part, upon each other play. 

How long / will you in an unhappy courfe, 
Run from one bad extreme, into a worfe ? 
How long ! will you pretend, protefl:, and vow, 
To be reform'd, yet, nothing better grow ? 
How long ! will you condemne what others do, 
Yet tread their paths, yea go beyond them, too. 
And think ye fhall enough your felves commend, 
To publilh, wherein others do offend ? 
Or punifli them, whofe crimes but veniall be, 
When Capitall Tranfgreffors may go free ? 

How long ! will you obferve th&fcorners Fate, 
Yet, never, mend, before it be too late ? 
How long ! fhall God forbear ? how long ! for you 
Befoole the wife, yet fooles no wifer grow ? 
How long ! fliall he keep off a Forraignepow'r, 
While you, at home, each other to devour, 

And 
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And feek, by ev'ry new Deliverance, 
Your owne Dejignes, and profits to advance ? 
As if the publike Mercies, which GOD fends, 
Were all vouchfafed for yonr private ends ? 

How long ! will you lie underneath the ftroke, 
Yet, his difpleafure ev'ry day provoke ? 
Or being frighted from what was misdone, 
Commit the fame fault, when the fear is gone ? 
How long / fliall prudence preach a fafer way, 
Yet, you renew your dangers, day, by day ? 
And, though you, ftill are told what will fucceed. 
Still careleffe be, of taking, timely, heed ? 

How long! will you good principles with-ftand, 
And fortifie with pebble ftones and fand ? 
Or paper workes, ox Jlubble-Jlru6lures frame. 
When, round about you, all is in a flame ? 
And, at the givers of good counfell, jeere, 
That others, may be fooled as you are ? 

How long! will ye, whilfl; your blind-Harpers play 
Divijions, Jigs, and Fancies, dance the Hay, 
And, breake each others heads, and fhins, and faces, 
At Blind-man-buffe, ( afwel to your difgraces 
As to your lofle and fmart ) whilft moft about you, 
Both for your madneffe, and your follies, flout you ? 
And whilfb thereby your adverfaries gaine 
That, which they could not, otherwaies obtaine ? 

How long! will you permit. Ambition, pride, 
Selfe-love or Avarice to be yowr guide} 
And perfevere to truft, and to commit 
Your being, unto fome who have nor wit. 
Nor grace, nor modefly ? as if he had 
Forfworne good counfell, and, a Covenant made 
With your oppreffbrs, to refigne all pow'r 
To them, who feek to prey on what is your f 
And, ftill to proftitute your free EleSlions 
To ftrengthen private ends, and nourifli Fa£lions ? 

How 
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How long will they, on whom your truft is plac't, 
Put off, what fhould hefirjl, untill the lajlf 
How long will they irrefolute appeare 
Whereto they fhould undoubtedly adhere, 
And, thereby keep, from knitting faft together. 
Divided parts, till there be ftrength in neither 
To reunite ? Or, till all teare afunder, 
Like Clouds difperft, by their own in-bred Thunder'*. 

How long fhall Knave be Trump ? & all the Cards 
Be pack't, to give unmerited rewards ? 
Or, deale forth undefervedly, to thofe 
Who are bejl friends, the portion of your Foes f 
And, O ! how long fhall fuch men play your Game, 
Who have betray'd, who will betray the fame. 
And, ftill promote ( though better be profeft ) 
A Private, or, a Forraigne Intereji ? 

Hear, O ye IJlands ! harken and beleeve, 
Your Genius, who, doth fee your waies, and greev^ 
If you fhall aft, much longer, as ye do. 
Your City, Army, Prieji, and People too ; 
Your King, your chofen Commons, and your Peers, 
Your Itidependents, and your Prefbyters, 
The worjl difpofed, and the beJl affected ; 
"Yhe. faithfull, and the man of fraud detected; 
The Freind, the Foe, the Foole, and he that's wife ; 
The Rich, and lu who at his threfhold lies ; 
Englifh, Scot, Welfli, and Kenu, fhall all together 
So jumbled be, fo juggle with each other. 
So ftagger from their Principles, and Friends, 
Through foolilh hopes falfe feares, or private en ds ; 
That moft fhall be deceived, and, undone. 
To make a winning-Game for Lookers on. 
For, thefe have eyes upon you ; and expefl, 
From your encreafmg Difcords, an effeft 
To their advantage : Thefe, rejoyce to fee 
How fenfleffe of your owne true peace, you be ; 

How 
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How frowardly you a6l to your own coft, 

And, play for them, that Game which they had loft. 

With ferious, if Height things I may compare, 
Ye, Britans are now playing ( as it were ) 
A Game at Cards : for there are many faces. 
Among you, like Kings, Queens, Tens, and Aces, 
Eefidethe Vtdgar pack; and much ftrange dfe<2//«^, 
SitrB.ngeJhtiffling, and iirangecuitmg,(worth. revealing j 
Is veiv/'d, whereby the piiblike hath had wrong, 
('And m3.ny private perfons) over-long. 
Some, by the Players ; others by the Foxes, 
Who have obtain'd the keeping of your Boxes ; 
Some, by their want of skill ; and fonie by betting 
Upon both fides ; by violence, or cheating. 
Are like no fliare at laft, what you to lofe ; 
Then, laugh to fcorne, your Folly in the clofe ; 
Becaufe, you good advantages did fleight 
And, plaid your Game no better, when ye might. 

How have ye loft, what you had lately got .'' 
AVhen all men faw, you had the better lot ? 
Of Hearts and Diamonds, you a while ago. 
As faire Games had, as any hand could fhov/ : 
But, fome by-Jlanders, who, your cards can view, 
Are much afraid, that now ye have but few. 
Of Spades and Clubs, yet ( if well paid ) ye have 
Enough at leaft, whereby yowt Jiakes to fave. 
Ye had, but of one Queen, a diffidence ; 
And, fhee was plaid away, a good while fmce : 
The Knaves are fhared fo by either fide. 
That, little odds betwixt you is efpi'd ; 
And, they, who yet feem Neiviers, ( out of play ) 
At laft, may ferve to count upon, fome way. 
One King, alone, you have ; and what to do 
With him, a friend of yours could tell you too. 
But that he is no Player, and he hath fpoke, 
Already, more, then many have well took. 

Yet 
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Yet this rie fay ; you cannot make your Game, 
By all the Kings, and Court-Cards, you could name, 
As by well playing him. As you difpofe 
Of him, fo, you are like to win, or lofe : 
So, ye fhall either gaine or miffe, your ends ; 
So, you fhall multiply your Foes or Friends : 
GOD, give you grace to take the fafeft way ; 
Which, ( if vaine hopes delude not ) yet, ye may. 

And, GOD, direfl him, and incline him too 
So prudently to fuffer, and to doe. 
That, he purfue no more fmifler ends : 
For, at this prefent, upon him depends 
The Fortune of his Houfe : And, therewithal! 
Shall many other, either fland, or fall, 
Whofe Fates are yet, by very few difcerned 
To be in his well-doing much concerned ; 
Yea, thereupon, dependeth greater things, 
Then are the Rijings, and the Falls of Kings. 

My Spirit, therefore, groanes within my breft, 
And, is with violent defires oppreft. 
That, he, and they, who feem yet ftupifi'd. 
Might wake out of their Dreamings, to provide, 
Againft thofe many mifchiefs, which of late, 
Have menaced the ruine of this State : 
And, feeing, by a neare relation, I 
Am more oblig'd then any Stander-hy, 
To feeke your welfare, and prevent your woe, 
I'le give fuch hints of what you ought to doe. 
As are permitted ; O ! take therefore heed, 
Of what ye now fhall either hear or read : 
For, without Riddles, I will plainely tell, 
What courfes ye may follow, and doe well. 

Firft, let your erring, and deluded King, 
Himfelfe, his Crowns, and Scepters humbly bring, 
And, lay them at his feet, to whom, alone. 
Belongs ^&/npreme Glorie of each Throne. 

For, 
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For, GOD, will not be mock'd : ( though for a fpace 
He winks at many, who negleft his Grace ) 
But, will on every one, avengement take 
Who, in his wickedneffe doth progreffe make. 

Let him acknowledge that Supermacie, 
And falling downe, before that Majejly, 
Which is offended, ask to be forgiven 
For his offence againft both earth and heaven. 
And, that he may obtain it, let him weigh 
What Common Fame unto his charge doth lay ; 
What juft occafion he hath given, why 
Things are fufpefted, which ye may deny ; 
And, what his heart may juftly fmite him for ; 
Till, all his errors he doth fo abhor, 
That GGD may pardon them ; and men may fee, 
His Grace is greater, then their 7?««^j can bee. 

That this be truly done, let him not fpare 
To make his Failings, truly, what they are, 
By, fecretly, anatomizing them, 
In every circumftance, 'twixt God and him : 
For, in the world, it hath not yet been knowne. 
That any King was caft out of his Throne, 
Without a crying-Jinne : Or, that God fhooke 
A Kingdome ; or a Nation, ever ftrooke ; 
Or humbled any man, for his offence. 
And re-advanced, without Penitence : 
Except, when he, in wrath, did them reftore, 
To make \h.€\r fufferings, and their fhame the more. 

Which, that he may prevent ; let him delay 
No longer, from a penitentiall way : 
But, make return, before he run fo far, * Infula 

As to become a pris'ner at the * BAR. VeSlis. 

Or, let him take good heed, when he is there, 
Left other mens dejigns, and his own fear. 
Or, fuch vaine hopes, as he hath had too long, 
Occafion him to fall ( by ftearing wrong ) 

On 
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On Scylla, or Charybdis : Or, leaft, they 
Who, feek their own advantage, him betray- 
By praftife underhand : For, fuch as thefe 
Will but prolong their owne : and his Difeafe, 
With harme to others ; and exafperate 
Thofe humours, which will haften on the Fate, 
That may be fear'd. Thus, therefore, let him do, 
Yea, doe it quickly, and fmcerely too. 

Let him, a while, withdraw himfelfe, apart, 
( Ev'n to the fecret clofet of his heart ) 
Excluding company, but chiefly, them 
Who, from his Duties, long have hindred him. 
By wicked counfells ; or, by flattery ; 
Caus'd him to dote upon a Majejiy 
Which is not reall ; and have thereby, turned 
His glory into Jhanie, and made him fcorned. 

Let him, fhut out all thofe that Ihew unto him, 
Thok pictures of himfelfe, which may undo him ; 
And, make him, like Narcijfus, on a Bable 
To dote, till he be fool'd into a Fable, 
For, fome, with fo much Piety, befaint him ; 
With fuch fain'd Excelle?tcies they bepaint him ; 
Yea, they fo impudently magnifie him, 
And, with fo much Divinity bely him. 
As if, to deifie him they profeft ; 
Or, elfe, to canonize him, at the leaft. 
And, but, that thoufands know him ; and, know too, 
How much, men flatter Kings, ( and what they do 
Who idolize them ) fome would halfe beleeve 
He were, not only, blamelelTe, but conceive 
That, feldome fuch a King, or fuch a man, 
Had raign'd, or liv'd, fince firft the world began ; 
And, that thefe Kingdomes, have affli6ted been. 
Without his fault ; yea, for the peoples fm 
Againfl his God-head, onely : And, this courfe 
Hath made him nothing better ; but, much worfe ; 

For 
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For P/iaroa/i-like, it him, ftill more obdures, 
And, ev'ry day, ne^ fins, new plagues procures. 

Let him, with prudent anger, therefore throw 
Such cheating Glaffes from him ; and, thofe too, 
Which multiply the faults by others done ; 
And, reprefent offences, which are none, 
In hope to make themfelves the fairer feem. 
By cafting blurs, on other mens efteem : 
For thefe Impofiors cheat him, with falfe fhowes. 
That, he to fave their Stakes, himfelfe may lofe. 
Let him take heed of their Compliances, 
Who are declined from thofe Principles, 
Whereby, they in meere confcience, and true zeale. 
Appeared aftive for the Common- Weal, 
Againft his Infrefi ; and, in fhow or won 
A counter courfe, in their Defignes to run, 
In aid of his defires, with hope of thofe 
Rewards, or Honours, which he fhall propofe : 
For, on fuch giddy Turne-coats, all his coft, 
Time, promifes, and favours, will be loft, 
Both to himfelfe and tJum ; Becaufe thok flafhes, 
Are but ^fmoake, rais'd out oi Dufl, and Afhes, 
And fliap'd unto a Cloud; which being fill'd. 
With noyfome Aire, and, thereby, vainly fwell'd, 
Up to a fhew of fomething, Ihall, at laft, 
Vanifh to nothing by a fuddain Blaft. 

Let him confider, what fad defolations 
His wilfulneffe hath brought upon three Nations ; 
Upon himfelfe, and Children ; what great fears 
And forrowes he hath heap'd, now, many years, 
On others too, afwell as upon them, 
Whofe peace, and weal, he ought not to contemne : 
Let him take notice, with how little fenfe. 
Of their Affli£lions, and of their expence 
In Blood and Treaftire, he hath paffed over 
Thofe loffes which he never can recover. 

And 
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And let him ponder what may more befall, 
Unlefle the pow'r of God prevent it fliall. 

Let him obferve to what defpifed things, 
Below the honour, not alone, of Kings, 
But, of Inferiour Perfons, he is brought. 
By feeking that, which he in vaine hath fought ; 
By lift'ning to bad Counfell ; and, by ftill 
Purfuing thofe beginnings which were ill. 
Let him impartially refolve in mind. 
To what conditions it hath him confin'd ; 
What heights of Glorie it hath caft him from ; 
To what a depth of Troubles, he is come ; 
What meanly-qualified Groomes, of late, 
He hath been faine, difguis'd, to perfonate ; 
What triviall Fellowes he is forc'd to feed. 
Ride, and converfe with : yea, let him take heed, 
From what fleight Jockies, and what Scatter-wiis, 
He feeketh aid, and thereby nothing gets. 
To further his dejignes ; nor ought but Lies, 
Rodomantadoes, and fuch Vanities. 
Nay, let him mark it once, and then againe. 
What beggerly Companions he is faine 
To fawne upon ; to humour, bribe, and woe, 
With promifes, of wealth, and honour too. 
To ferve his ends, when thereto they can add 
No more, then from a Porter may be had ; 
Except it, peradventure, be Returnes 
Of ruine on them/elves, and, on him fcornes. 

Let him examine, by himfelfe, alone. 
What he committed hath, or left undone. 
For which this change befalls him ; And not dream 
That, thefe affli6lions have purfued him 
For other mens tranfgrelTions altogether, 
And let him ferioufly confider, whether 
There can be he^xty penitence, or no. 
For wrongs, without iom& fatisf action too. 

Let 
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Let him examine, \ia,facrifice 

Of words, and protejiations, may fuffice 

For bloodjheds, and thofe many robberies, 

Which on his Per/on, and his Party lies : 

Or, whether he, and his Prerogatives 

Were ever worth fo many thoufand lives, 

As they have coft : or, whether, when to make 

His laft accompt, he cometh, GOD will take 

So trivial! an anfwer, as to fay ; 

His will, and pleafure, they would not obey ; 

But rebells were, who did that power refift, 

Which he doth claime, of doing what he lift 

As his Vicegerent, and, as he wrs taught 

By thofe, whom he, to be true Prophets thought. 

Let him confider, what beft guards a Throne, 
And, keeps him fafeft, who doth fit thereon ; 
By whom. Kings raigne ; why they at firft were made ; 
And, for whofe fakes, authority they had : 
That, he may not fuppofe GOD, did provide 
His Kingdonte, only to advance his pride : 
Or, to infli(5l an heavy curfe, upon 
Whole Nations, by inflaving all to one. 

Let him confider, in what infamies 
A Tyrant lives, in what uncertainties, 
Fears, doubts, and dangers : and with what ejleent. 
Content and peace, he wares his Diadem, 
Who raignes, as knowing, that he had his Crown 
More, for his peoples fake, then for his own. 
And, let him kick away thofe Parajites, 
Whofe Counfell to Oppreffion, him invites ; 
Or, foolifhly perfwades him, to improve 
Pow'r, wealth, or pleafure, by the loffe oi love. 
And, thereby, makes him labour to enjoy 
T\ia.t pow'r, which will at laft him/elf de^roy. 

Let him confider, foberly, if he 
In honour, or in confcience bound may be 

B Himfelfe, 
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Him/elf, for thofe, to hazard, who pretended 
His Honour, and his 7e«j-/%&, to have befriended ; 
Whereas, it may, (by many a circumftance) 
Be made appeare, that, at their owne advance 
They chiefly aim'd ; or, to prevent the Lot, 
Which, they had by his Grace, already got. 
For, to prevent approaching Beggery, 
Some ftrength'ned him in afts of Tyranny ; 
Some, to difturb the waters, that in them, 
They might be thriving Fi/hers, under him. 
And very few fwhat e're they counterfeit) 
To him adhered, but, \.ofave, or get. 
Or, though their love ingaged them ; yet, none 
Is bound to more, then can by him be done : 
Nor is it juft, that Ite, himfelf fhould lofe, 
Becaufe, he wanteth pow'r, to fave all thofe 
Who ftood with him ingaged : Nor, would they 
Defire it, if they lov'd him, as they fay. 

Let him not truft to t\iok fanatick things, 
Who, dote upon the Accidents of Kings, 
And (leight their Effence : For, as hitherto 
Thefe, by their aid, did but themfelves undo 
Without his benefit ; fo fhall it bee 
Hereafter, till their errour they can fee. 

There is no help in humane policy. 
Nor any way, but down-right honefty 
To his fecurity ; or to redeem 
Their happineffe who have aflifted him : 
For ev'ry courfe, and politike defigne 
That, fhall be drawne out, by a crooked line, 
Will but beget new mifchiefs, and inforce 
New projefls, whofe effefls will flill be worfe * 
Till fpightof/«7«/V, and fraud,long/words, anddaggers. 
He ftand enrowl'd among the Royall Beggers ■ 
Or, with thofe Kiftgs, who, from their honourVell, 
Becaufe, they fleighted thofe, who wifh'd them we'll. 

Let 
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Let, him not fancy, that thtiv feeming love, 
Who Court him, yet, will worth regarding prove. 
Though, daily more and more they fhall repaire 
To kiffe his hand ; or, fill the empty aire 
With acclamations ; or, although they may 
Upon his birth, or Coronation day 
Make Bonefires, ring the bells, drink healths unto him, 
And fuch like triviall, and rude honours do him ; 
For, herein, thefe, aft but a fenfuall part, 
DelightfuU to themfelves, without a heart ; 
Some, to expreffe their prefent difcontent, 
And dif-affe6lion to the Parliament : 
Some, for felfe-ends ; fome out of levity, 
And, many other, they well know not why. 
Seem zealous of his honour, who would foone. 
Repent what, they now covet fliould be done. 
Were he reftor'd unto them, with that mind 
Whereto, as yet, he feems to be inclin'd ; 
And, they who do this day Hofanna crie, 
Would fay, perhaps, to morrow, Crucifie. 

The common People, rather live by fenfe. 
Then reafon ; and fo quickly take offence 
At prefent fuffrings, that they oft are pleas'd 
To cut their own throats, that they may be eas'd. 
And, when it fhall diftaft their Fantafies, 
Will tread on what they did Idolatrize. 

If, therefore, he would in their love confide, 
And gaine from them affeftions which will bide ; 
He muft proteft, them from receiving wrong, 
In things, which to their Freedomes do belong : 
Of their proprieties, he muft take care ; 
And, that their Perfons and 'Ca.exx purfe he fpare, 
Till he fhall need them ; and untill ithey fee 
How for his honour, and their good 'twill bee : 
For, they will then, be forwarder to give. 
Then he (hall be to ask, or to receive ; 

B 2 And 
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And, when juft caufe the fame occafion may, 
Fling, for his fake, both goods and lives away. 

Let this be then his aime, and his intent, 
When God {hall joyn him with his Parliament; 
With Juftice, let him round impale his Throne, 
And, fet before it, like King Solotnon, 
A guard of Lions, that, may keep away 
Thofe Apes, Baboons, and Foxes, which affay 
Thereon to make intrufions ; or, devife 
How to invade him, with fuch flatteries. 
As may delude him ; and, divert him from 
Thofe Duties, which his Dignity become. 

All his Prerogatives, likewife, let him 
So mix with equity ; fo, circle them 
With pious Charmes ; and, fo confine, and awe 
His Vajfalls, by Example, and by Law, 
That, in all times to come, nor he, nor they 
Who fhall fucceed him, find occafions may 
To dim his^^ir;', or his pow'r to fhake ; 
Or, on the Subjefts right, a breach to make. 
So, fhall ^Q people their juft claimes enjoy. 
So, you, who do each other now deftroy. 
Shall in each others happineffe delight. 
And, raife your Mountaine to a glorious height. 
What, can he more defire, then to excell 
Among \ihoiQ people, with whom all is well .' 
Whither can he afpire, but to poffeffe 
On earth, the chiefeft earthly happineffe ? 
And, what can he have leffe, then he now gaines 
By feeking more, then to a King pertaines .' 

But, left, what his good Genius would advife, 
He may, by meanes of their deceits defpife, 
Who have the Jannes and the Jambres been, 
By whofe enchantments, he continues in 
Obdurateneffe ; Let him, take fpeciall care 
Of thofe falfe Priejls, and Prophets to beware, 

Who 
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Who footh him up with lies ; and, make him dream, 
That, by endangering his Crowne for them 
He fhould preferve it ; and, that, to provide 
Large meanes to feed their gluttony and pride. 
Is to promote GODS glory ; let him not 
Believe thofe truthleffe vanities, a jot. 

Though fome good men, have heretofore been fed 
With Babels portions, and unforfeited, 
Preferv'd their innocence, ( with much ado ) 
Yet, now, thofe dainties, have corrupted fo 
This Generation ; that there's caufe to doubt 
Their Charmes. And, therefore, let him fhut them out 
From heart, and eare, ( what ever formall fhew 
Of SanSlity, they make in outward veiw ) 
Believing, that their chiefe intentions here, 
Are to repair their breaches ; or, endeare. 
And fweeten, to the ruine of this Nation, 
Thofe Philters, and that cup of fornication, 
Whereby, their Scarlet Miflreffe, giddifies 
All thofe, who liften to her Witcheries. 

Let him, above all others, take good heed 
Of thefe deceivers : adde this to his Creed 
Concerning them ; ev'n this, that they are not 
Gods Prophets ; that, God ownes not for his lot, 
That they fo call, and, that, though him they raife 
Above the Moone, with attributes of praife ; 
It is, but for the fervice of the Dragon, 
Their Luft, their great Diana, or their Dagon, 
That, they fo court him : yea, though they adore 
The feat he fits on, as divine ( or more ) 
And, canonize him ( as it were ) for one. 
Who, all his Predeceffors had out-gone 
In piety, ( becaufe, he ftoutly ftands 
To keep them with, full guts, and idle hands ) 
Let him not be deceiv'd ; nor think fo glorious, 
So honourable, or, fo meritorious. 

What 
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What he would do for them, ( if he were able ) 

For, Jefabel did feed, at her owne table. 

Eight hundred Prophets ; and, appear'd no doubt. 

In her owne way, as bounteoufly devout. 

As he would be : yet, did her fuperjiition, 

With other finnes, occafion her perdition : 

And they were but falfe Prophets, whom flie fed, 

Who Ihortly, after, likewife periflied. 

Hypocrifie. and fuperjiition, may 

Be fooner flattered by fuch as they, 

\dX.o Jlupendious-bounties, then you fee 

The befb men can, by true devotion be : 

And, this, the Sacrifices, Altars, Groves, 

Shrines, Idols, Temples, and that Bounty proves, 

Which hath been dedicated unto men. 

To Angells, and to Devills, now and then. 

Then, let him, not their Praifes prize ; nor feare, 
Againft their claimes, that covenant to fweare, 
Which is eftablifh'd by his Parliament, 
Their mifchievous encrochments to prevent : 
For, though they have made captive his efteem ; 
Not only to their callings, but to them ; 
Nor they, nor that (once theirs) now, fold and bought. 
Are fo divine, as they would have them thought. 

Yea, though thefe call \\. facr Hedge, in thofe 
Who, to difcharge the publike debts, difpofe 
What was of late, employed, but to feed 
Bel and the Dragon ; and, would fcruples breed 
Within his confcience, making him beleeve. 
That GOD, is rob'd, if others do receive 
What, lately they poffeft ( and have too long 
Ufurp'd already, to the publike wrong. ) 
Let neither King, nor people, be afraid 
Of what by thefe Impojlors, hath been faid. 
To fave their Kitchenjtuffe ; and, that their back 
Hereafter, may not their >/if raiment lack. 

Let 
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Let him not fearfull be to fell, ot buy 
Thofe portions, in their great neceflity, 
Unleffe they fell, or buy them, with a mind, 
To prey on others rights ; or, are inclin'd 
To have them though they think it may be fin ; 
And whether right, or wrong be done therein : 
For, fuch a man himfelfe doth guilty make 
Of Sacriledge, though but his owne he take. 

A true Difciple, doubtleffe may injoy 
Things carnall ; and whilft them he doth imploy 
As he is bound, none ever grudges him 
Their ufe ; nor doth him, in their ufe, condemne : 
But, when, his own falfe int'reft to advance, 
He fhall mif-name it, Chriji's inheritance, 
Or othenvife fhall mif-imploy the fame 
Againft Truths Friends, and honor of GOD's name ; 
He forfeits what he had. Moreover, know. 
That Chriji, whofe fervice they pretend unto, 
Bequeath'd them no fuch Lordfhips, as they claime : 
Nor Salaries, like thofe, at which they aime : 
But giving them CmmmiJJion ( whom he fent 
His work to do ) injoyned them content 
With his allowance ; ftriftly charged them. 
To truft to none, for wages, but to Him : 
And, to expeft their Labours hire from none, 
( Or any where ) but, where the zvork is done. 

But, fee, how great a difference now appears 
Betwixt thefe Priefts, and Chriji's Commifiioners : 
So impudently they do now prefume 
The Titles, and the Wages, to affume, 
Which were forbid ; fo largely, they provide. 
Not neceffaries onely, but lox pride. 
For luxury, and for magnificence. 
Beyond the limits of a modefl: Prince ; 
So loofe at their deportments, and fo vaine ; 
Such Ruffians and Buffoones they entertaine : 

B4 Of 
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Of common faults, and of each crying fin, 

So manifeftly guilty, fome have been ; 

So peevifh are they, fo uncharitable ; 

Amid their plenty, fo inhofpitable ; 

So ignorant, they have been otherwhile. 

And their Apojllejhips do fo defile ; 

That, to fuppofe CHRIS TS Officers were fuch 

As they appear, were in effeft, as much 
As to profeffe, his Kingdome were become 
Terrejlriall, and his Court, indeed, at Rome ; 
And, he who fhall receive thefe, in the name 
Of CHRIS TS Difciples, will receive but fhame. 
'Tis pitie, that their Bounty, who were Nurfes 
To piety, at firft ; and, who, their purfes 
So prodigally empti'd, to endow 
The needy Saints, fliould fo perverted grow ; 
And, that, men were fo graceleffe in their ufe 
Of Bleffings, as to lofe them by abufe. 
Yet, juft it was, that they who did fuppofe 
GODS bounty, not enough ; their owne, fhould lofe. 
And, that, gifts which he gave not ; and, which may 
Pervert his purpofe, fhould be took away ; 
( At leaft ) when their poffeffors do begin, 
To turne, what flow'd from vertue, into fm. 

And, how could you imploy their vaft wealth better, 
Then, to difcharge that, wherein you were debter 
By their default, who, fought to have deftroy'd 
Your Birth-rights, by that wealth which they enjoy'd ? 
Since, Offrings made to GOD, ( and, which to owne, 
He doth accept ) may be on men beftowne, 
In times of need, when mercy, juftly cries 

To be prefer'd, before a Sacrifice. 

Thus, did, without reproofe, the Jewijh Kings 

By, otherwhile, with Dedicated things, 

Their Kingdomes peace ; and purchas'd uncontrold, 

Their Liberties with fanftified Gold ; 

So 
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So, with their wealth, by whom your wars begun 
To pay the Sotildier, you have juftly done. 

But, that your King more plainely may efpy 
His difobligement, to the Prelacy ; 
( Which comprehends thofe Boutefeu's, by whom 
He, and his people, are almoft become 
The ruine of each other ) Be it knowne ; 
Thefe, were, at firft, no creatures of his owne,. 
Or, of his Predeceffors ; though, they gain'd 
A legall Oath, by them to be maintain'd, 
As part of lioly Church ; and, though a while, 
They fate among the Peerage of this IJle. 
But, they were firft created, to promote 
The Kingdome of the BEAST, and, to devote 
Their fervices to him, in raifmg high, 
In making ftrong, and large, his Emperie ; 
Or, in debafing Kings ; and, how, they did 
Performe that fervice, you in ftories read. 

Now, when for bloody tyranny^ from hence. 
That Tyrant was expell'd, by Providence, 
Thefe alfo, ( if they had not been befriended ) 
Had into banifhment, their Chief, attended. 
But, they pretending to a Reformation, 
( Perhaps, to keep poffeflion in this Nation,- 
For their grand Signior ; and, to bring to paffe 
What, now of late, almoft effefled was, ) 
Obtained grace : And, proving to be fit 
For their ambition, who afpire to get 
An arbitrary pow'r, they did arife 
Almoft to all their former dignities ; 
And, grew fo aftive, and, fo wife became 
In playing of the Kings, and their owne game. 
That, here, ( as plainly as in France ) we fee 
There's no fuch Tyrants ; as where Prelates bee. . 
And, he, perhaps, did mean the felf-fame thing, . 
Who us'd to fay, no Bifhops, and no King. 

They 
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They were advanc'd, like Jeroboams Priefts, 

But to preferve ufurped Interefts 

Upon the people ; and to help encreafe 

Thofe claimes which Tyrants covet to poffeffe, 

By falfifying Charters and CommiJJions, 

From Sacred Writ, to juftifie oppreffions : 

And yurifdi£lions, to that end, they had, 

To force, when wit they wanted, to perfwade. 

Then, to oblige the more, and, that they might 

Be like to Jeroboams Priefts, outright ; 

They, from the pooreft, and the bafeft fort 

Of people, rofe, to higheft place in Court. 

This is their Jus divinum, whatfoe're 

'Y\i€\x friends,ox they, would makethemfelves appear : 

Which, by clear demonftration, I make good, 

And, not by tales of Tubs, and Robin-Hood. 

Thus, what they were ; and, what they had to do. 

And, what at beji their pride hath brought them to, 

I have declared ; that, your King no more 

May cheated be by them, as heretofore : 

Or, think, that Law, or Conscience, him obliges, 

To keep up their ufurped Priviledges, 

But, thereby know, that, if he fhall delight 

In that, which is indeed the Royall-right ; 

He, their vaine fervices, no more, will need, 

And, joy, that from fuch Flatfrers he is freed. 

If any fhall obje6t, that, he hath took 
An Oath on their behalfe ; that might be fpoke 
Afwell of Kings, perhaps, who took away 
Old Idol Preijlhoods : For, 'tis likely, they 
Vow'd their proteflion, when the policy 
Of Jeroboam rais'd his Hierarchy 
To fix the Kingdome. But, no Oaths oblige, 
Which in unlawfull aflions would ingage : 
And, his Oath is not broke by him, who took it, 
When, that, which made it lawful!, doth revoke it. 

If 
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If it be faid, thofe things to God were given, 
Which they poffeft. What then ? in earth, and heav'n, 
God, is the fole poffeffer of all things ; 
And, ( whatfoever any takes, or brings ) 
Hath neither more nor leffe ; nor doth allow- 
That 2irxy flace on earth, or portion, now. 
Of things meere earthly, fhould be made appeare 
More holy, or more his, then others are ; 
For, man intitling GOD, to mens eftates, 
Is, but a Priejl-cheat, which he greatly hates. 

When, you give more to God, then he commands. 
His Thanks is ; Who requir'd it at your hands f 
Nor doth he thofe Oblations ever prize. 
Which from a fuperftitious ground arife ; 
Nor counts, a charitable deed made void, 
When gifts abufed, better are imploy'd. 

Oh ! let not then his hazzards to preferve 
Their temp'rall claimes, be more then they preferve. 
Let him not tire himfelfe to change a boot. 
Which he may weare with eafe, on either foot. 

Let him not, by his undue care of thefe 
Which were the chiefeft caufe of his difeafe, 
Againft his owne juft Int'refb make him erre. 
By feeking their advancements to preferre 
Before his owne well-being. Let him not 
Permit their formall wifedome to befot 
His underftanding fo, that he fhall fcorne 
This Counfell ; or, continue to adjourne 
Compliance with his people in thofe things 
Which are the Cement betwixt them and Kings ; 
And, will be fo approved, maugre that 
Which, to deceive him, they both print, and prate. 

Let him not truft to their enchanting Spells, 
Nor to the braine of their Achitophells ; 
For, if faint, or falfe-heartedneffe in thofe 
Who, for the Publike, his attempts oppofe, 

Shall 
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Shall not for private, or, by-intereft 
Betray the caufe and truft they have profeft ; 
GOD, at this prefent time, will lower bring 
The tyrannizing pow'r of Priejl, and King. 
Nor King-craft, Priejl-craft, nor the policies 
Of all, who preach or fight by tyrannies, 
Shall long prevaile, though, to fupport each other 
All Europes Tyrants fhould unite together : 
But, GOD, when they fuppofe to reach the tops 
Of their dejigns, will fruftrate all their hopes ; 
And, caufe them to perceive, that he intends 
To profper that, whereto they are no friends. 

Before that day, from all equivocations. 
From all clofe ends, and mentall Refervations, 
Let Charles, begin a refolute retreat ; 
Elfe f MARK this) when fev'n years he fhall compleat 
Among the Beajls, with Nebuchadnezar, 
Th'event of his demurrers will appear : 
And, he, who, yet a Leadjlar, might become. 
Of juft Dominion, to all Chrijlendome, 
Shall miffe the beft advantage offred, yet. 
To any. King, who on his Throne did fit 
Though clouds rife in the South, and in the North ; 
There is a Doome-conditionall, gone forth 
To be reverji, ox Jland, as he flaall, now. 
His want of prudence, or, his wifedome fhow. 
As when the Sun afcends, to run his race, 
From his ecclipfed honour, and difgrace, 
He, now, may rife ; whereas, if he pciffe by 
The prefent offred opportunity. 
He may perhaps, begin the fatall dance. 
Which ev'ry King mufi: foot, who doth advance 
Himfelfe above his bound. He, may, now, make 
Their expeftations fruftrate, who, yet, take 
An o\6. predi^ion, in that fenfe, which he 
Would be unwilling fo fulfiU'd fhould be. 

For 
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For, through thefe Iflands this Tradition goes, 
That He, who made the Englijh Damask Rofe, 
Or, elfe fome other, being curious growne. 
To know the future fortune of his Throne, 
Receiv'd, in hieroglyphick-wife expreft, 
Their Portraitures, who, when he was at reft, 
Should in his Kingdoine, after him fucceed ; 
With words, in Latine Verfe, thus Englifhed : 

A Man, a Child, a Furious-One ; Vir, puer, &c. 

A Maid, a Fox, a Lion, None. 
I would not, any much fhould truft, or feare 
Such Prophecies ; yet, when events appeare 
To anfwer unto that, which was fore-told. 
Wife-men fhould make what ufe of them they could : 
Seek how they might extraft, ev'n from the Devills 
Deceits, an antidote, againft his evills ; 
And, fo dire6l their a6lions, that his Charmes 
And cheating riddles, may not do them harmes. 
Lo, that predi^ion, is this day fulfill'd ; 
Six, as it was fore-typifi'd, have held 
The Scepter of that King ; and, now there's none. 
Who either weares the Crowne, or fills the Throne ; 
Nor, any thing to furnifh out the fame 
Belonging to that race, except a Name: 
And, here fhall end that Prophejie, unleffe 
It further be fulfild through zvilfuhieffe. 

If he, who ownes that name, Ihall harken to 
Their counfell, who will tell him what to do ; 
That name, at laft, much like that Jiamp, may be 
Which was preferred, when the Royall-tree, 
Once, reprefenting Nebuchadnezzar, 
Was felled down. And, as he did appear 
In former Glorie, when he had confeft 
His failings, and the living Qodprofeji ; 
So, fhall it be with Charles, if he repent ; 
God, will the ruine of his Houfe prevent ; 

Reftore 
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Reftore him to his Throne, and make his fame 
To grow the fairer, through his prefent fhame. 
But, if he fhall defer, till 'tis too late, 
Let him prepare for King Beljhazzars fate, 
And, let all thofe, who fhall to him adhere, 
Expefl, in his fad dooms to have a fhare. 

As Samuel did for Saul, till God did fling 
That Tyrant off, and chofe another King ; 
So fhall I pray for him (with mourning too^ 
Till I perceive what GOD, and he will do. 
And, therefore, touching him, I will (before 
I fpeak to others) utter fomwhat more. 

By no externall fymptoms, can I find 
That, he doth yet, begin to change his mind ; 
But, fo, in his firft march proceedeth on, 
As if, he wrongs receiv'd, but none had done. 
And, whereas GOD, for penitence doth call, 
Doth feem to think, there needeth none at all ; 
But, rather, that his people (if not heav'n) 
Should fupplicate, to be of him forgiven. 
For fuffring, fuch an Innocent as he, 
So fcandalized, and fo wrong'd to be. 

Yea, and \ihe people (as it is their guize) 
When fome offender at the gallowes dies, 
Whom they themfelves brought thither, do begin 
To look more on the Jlreight that he is in, 
Then, on the reafon of it. And as when 
A Townjhip, having feized guilty men, (goods. 

Who had much wrong'd their fervants, ftole their 
Devour'd their cattell, fometime fhed their bloods, 
And, threatned their deflruftion ; in a rage 
They force them to the yiocks, or to the cage. 
Or to the ^u^^tce , and are like to teare 
The Rogues in pieces, too, ere they come there : 
But, when they are examin'd ; and when they 
Mufl, at their Parifh charges them convey 

Unto 
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Unto the Goale ; be bound to profecute ; 
Take paines, and fpend fome money in the fuit, 
That Jujlice may be done (the Land to free 
From fuch a plague as thofe were like to bee) 
Then, if the Rafcals whine (as they will do) 
And make their moan, they faine would let them go. 

Thus, fares it with the people ; they complain'd 
Againft the King, of wrongs by him fuftain'd, 
And, of worfe like to come. They faw, he drew 
The Sword upon them, therewith to purfue 
His Ufurpations ; and, they were compel'd. 
To arm, and to oppofe him in the field ; 
Where, GOD, the viftory beftow'd on them ; 
And, in their own defence, they conquer'd him. 

Then, finding, that this Conquejl drew on charge, 
And, that it further would their cofl inlarge 
To keep what they have got, (left all the coft 
And blood already wafted, Ihould be loft. 
And worfe things follow) they impatient grow. 
And, are difcourag'd, and befotted fo. 
That, they begin to pity his eftate 
More then themfelves ; to fcandalize, and hate 
Ev'n their Deliverances ; to underprize 
GODS mercies, their own fafety to defpife ; 
And, to behave themfelves, as if they had 
An inclination in them to be mad 
About next Moon in lune : Or, had their Doome 
In fpight of their Defenders, to become 
Perpetuall Jlaves : And, this bafe Generation, 
(Foes to themfelves , and to their own falvation) 
Have fo confirm'd the Kings obduracy. 
By their imprudence, and apoftacy, 
That, he, perhaps, perfwades himftlfe, there needs 
No penitence for any of his deeds 
Againft the publike Rights ; and that his ends 
To compaffe, this vain Rout will yeeld him friends. 

Now 
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Now, therefore, all excufes to prevent, 

Though I have fliew'd, whereof he fliould repent ; 

Informed how ; and in fome part, of what ; 

Yet, here He touch a little more of that. 

That He, and they who think him without blame, 

May fomewhat now confider of the fame. 

Deferves it no repentance, to invade 
Thofe priviledges which his people had ? 
And thofe proprieties, which they injoy'd 
In their eftates, unjuftly, to make void. 
Or, from their a^ntitnt freedomes, them to thruft.' 
Or, from their d\xe poffeffions for his luft .' 
Or, maintenance for luxury and pride, 
By other mens undoings, to provide .'' 
And, then by Proclamation, to pretend 
Some neceffary, and fome publike end. 
Which, could be manifeft to no mans veiw, 
And, which, was generally knowne untrue .' 

Was it wojinne, by bafe Monopoles, 
To raife the price of moft commodities .' 
To take away free trades and occupations ; 
To vex men vi\\h. perpetuall Molejlations, 
By Courts and Officers, devis'd for nought 
But, that men into bondage might be brought 
To his Prerogatives ? and by degrees 
By new exaftions. Services, and Fees, 
Be fcrew'd up, ( through demands, appearing fmall ) 
Till he hath got a,/ee7mng right in all } 
For if that be his due, which was receiv'd ; 
So, is the reft, if Priejls may beleiv'd. 

Was it no fault, deferving penitence, 
To take away the meanes of their defence, 
From his moft faithfull Subjeils ? to ingroffe 
And, raife the price oi powder, to their loffe. 
And their apparent danger > to difarme 
ThQ\v per/ons, who intended him no harme.' 

To 
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To put them under the command of thofe 
Who are their knowne Oppreffors and their Foes ? 
To make them lend what he ne're meant to pay ? 
To make them buy what he ftiould give away ? 
To make them give, who had no hft thereto ; 
To make them 7^//, what they would not forgo ? 
To a^, what may of all their dues deprive them ? 
And to deny them that, which fhould relieve them ? 

Deferves it not a.Jigh, that in his Court 
ProphaneneJJe, and Oppreffions, were but fport ? 
That, Judges were compell'd to wreft the Lawes ? 
Divines the Scriptures, to maintaine a Caufe 
Which GOD abhorres ; that all oppreffions fhould 
Be there upheld, z.ndjin be uncontrold ? 
That School-boyes not arriv'd at years of reafon, 
Should fuffer death, as culpable of Treafon, 
For childifh words ; as if Kings grew afraid 
Through guiltineffe, of what young Infants faid ? 
Deferves it not bewailing, to repaire 
T&Y fines, unjuftly rais'd, the Houfe ofprai'r? 
To punifh, men of merit, with difgraces, 
Difmembrings, Stigmatizing of their faces, 
Imprifonments, exiles, and feparations 
From friends, wives, children, yea, from all relations, 
For things not capitall ; or, deemed crimes, 
By Law ; or, blamable in better times ? 

Was nothing done, whereof he might repent. 
When ev'n the Jpeaking of a Parliament, 
Was made a crime ? when Members were confin'd , 
For doing what by duty was injoyn'd ; 
When all their Priviledges were fo broke, 
That, fome fhould violently have been tooke, 
Ev'n from their SanSluary ; which, of old 
To violate, no Tyrant was fo bold : 
And for which a£t, alone, this free born Nation, 
Would quite have ruin'd all his Generation, 

C In 
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In former times ; if, they had ere obtain'd 
So great advantages, as now are gain'd ? 

Deferves it no repentance, to beftow 
Thofe honours which to virtue he doth owe, 
On vitious men ? Or, fuch as had no worth 
But, wealth and arrogance, to fet them forth ? 
Or, could be inftruments to help undo 
Their honeft neighbours, and the Kingdome too ? 
Is it no wrong, to fet fuch Rafcalls, over 
Their well knowne betters, that they may uncover, 
And rife, and bow, before them ; who, are fitter 
To lacky by their horfe, Caroch, or Litter ? 
Or, rather to be baffled, kick'd and fcorned, 
Then, with a Coronet to be adorned / 

Was nothing purpos'd, fit to be repented. 
When that Dejigne was firft of all invented. 
Which, to promote, ( and, thereby to inforce ) 
He fent both for Commanders and for Horfe, 
To Germany ? And, was there nothing plotted. 
When on our Seas that Spanijh Navy floted. 
Which anchor'd in the Downes ? Is there no teare, 
Orjigh due, for thofe things which a£led v/ere 
Concerning Rochell ; whereof, to this day, 
The Proteflants of France complaine, and fay. 
It cannot be, but, that both GOD, and Man 
Will vengeance bring, for what they fuffred then ? 

Is there no need oi penitentiall prayers, 
For innovating of the Scotch-affaires ? 
For doing, and undoing ? For complying, 
And falling off? For granting, and denying? 
For all thofe falfifyings which fore-went 
The_/?r/?, the fecond, and this Parliament? 
For all thofe injuries, which have been fince ? 
For all the a6ls of fraud, and violence. 
Committed in thefe Iflands, fince this Warre, 
By him, and thofe, which of his party are ? 

For 
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For all thefe, is there no compundlion due, 
Which, he before the world, is bound to fhew ? 

No caufe, can he difcover of contrition, 
For that Idolatrie, and Superjiition, 
Which daily multiplyed in thefe Lands 
By his connivance, or by his commands f 
And, by the vaine hopes, fear, or fraud of thofe 
Whofe piety confifts in mimick fhowes ? 
And, fmce there is a Statute, in this IJle 
Which treafonable makes, to reconcile 
This people unto Rome ; did it appeare 
No fault, to tolerate an Agent here, 
Or Nuntio from the Pope, to innovate 
In matters of Religion, and the State ? 
Is there not caufe enough he fliould repent 
('Though no caufe elfe were found) that, he hath fpent 
So many years before he doth begin 
Ths.t penitence, which hnags forgivenejje in ? 
That he adventured fo many falls, 
Neglefted and with-ftood fo many calls ? 
Made outward (hewes, of forrow and remorfp. 
Yet, was no whit the better, if not worfe ? 
That, in his heart, he ftill prepares for Warre, 
When all his words {or peace, and Treaties are f 
That GODS long fuffrings, and th'indulgencies 
Of his vfvong'd people, he doth ftill defpife ? 
And, that, although he now is in a chaine. 
His former hopes, and purpofes remaine ? 

If he repent not, may he not at laft. 
Be made repent it, when the time is paft ? 
That, he is fo unwife, as to provoke 
Thofe men fo far, by whom his pow'r is broke. 
As by apparent fignes, to let them fee 
His aimes to compaffe their deftruflion be ? 
And, how, for that intent ftill meanes are tri'd, 
KW parties, from each other to divide, 

C2 And 
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And from themfelves ? Moreover, may he not 
Find reafon to repent, what, by the Scot 
He hath endeavour'd to effe6l his ends ? 
What by the Citie, Annie, and his Friends 
In either Houfel yea by the people too, 
That, he may make all Parties help undo 
Themfelves, and him, whofe/«//till he repent, 
No pow'r, will be fo powerfuU to prevent. 
For, though they thriv'd a while, both he, and they 
Whom he corrupteth, fhall defcend one way ; 
And, GOD this Kingdome fhall in order fet, 
By men and meanes, not thought upon, as yet. 

More might be faid ; much more, to let him fee 
What caufes, of repentance there may be ; 
Which I had rather he himfelfe fhould find, 
( And, ferioufly confider in his mind ) 
Then hear them from another ; and, but that 
The Common Voice, thefe faults enumerate, 
I, had not mention'd them : nor, Ihall thefe prove 
A blemifh to him, if all this may move 
His heart to penitence : For, then He fay 
Enough, to take all guiltineffe away ; 
And make him cleaner, then he was that morn, 
In which it was firft faid, that he was borne. 
And, GOD, fo bleffe my hopes, as I intend 
All this, to bring his troubles to an end ; 
And in this manner do it, \hdi\. paji evills, 
'Nor future Jinnes, nor fpight oi men, or Devills, 
May power obtaine, to Jiop him, or to fling him 
From that eftate, whereto, I wifh to bring him. 

The way, by me defigned ( I confeffe ) 
To be 2, path, full of uneafineffe 
To flejli and blood; and, not without much terror. 
At firft to thofe, who liv'd in waies of error. 
It is not fo with violets beftrow'd, 
W\'Cn. pinks and rofes, as t\it. path way fhow'd 

By 
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By his deluding Prelates ; but, I'le fay, 

This, confidently, 'tis Ha&fafejlway, 

And eafieft I could find, for one who had 

Such long and obftinate bj/-wand' rings made ; 

And, I unwilling am, he fhould begin 

A conrfe, which he might lofe his labour in ; 

As thofe do, who dofe up a feft'ring wound 

With healing falves, while filth in them is found. 

My courfe may harlh appeare, and full of dangers. 

To them, who to fuch praftifes are ftf angers ; 

Yet, I dare warrantize, (for I can tell^ 

It leads to heaven, although it lies by hell : 

And that it will at laft be well approved. 

Of thofe, who him for his own fake have loved. 

But, left, the Maximes, which Court-breeding gives 
To Kings, and zeale to their Prerogatives, 
May fteel his confcience ; and, ftill, make him dream 
That, all his -Kingdomes, and all thittgs in them, 
Are his by right : And, that, if it be fo, 
All thofe endeavourings conducing to 
The keeping of that Right, may, then be done : 
And, left he thence infer, he wrongeth none. 
On whom, he maketh war, with an intent, 
Incroachments on his King/hip, to prevent ; 
But, that, they rather, who have him with-ftood, 
Have down upon their own heads, drawn their blood. 

To take the frothie vanity of that 
Conceit away ; thus, I expoftulate : 
If Kings have fuch a right ; how was it gained } 
From whom, was that Prerogative obtained .■' 
For, fure, what ever Parajites may pleafe 
To feigne ; Kings are not Ah Origines, 
But had beginnings, like to other men, 
Who rife, and fall ; are born and, and die agen ; 
And, came to their preferments, either by 
GODS gift, or mans, or elfe by ViSlory. 

C 3 'Twere 



37 



34 PROSOPOPOEIA Left. i. 

'Twere blafphemy, to fay, that God beftow'd 
ThsX pow'r upon them, which to be allow'd 
They now contend ; and, they from hell did fetch 
Their Text, or comment, who fuch Do6trine preach. 
It cannot be, that God, who, is PerfeSlion ; 
Goodneffe it felf ; the EJfence of Affe6lion ; 
And, Fountaine, out of which free mercy goes, 
Throughout the whole creation, and o're-flowes : 
It cannot be, that from among thofe creatures, 
(Which are in- all things, of the felfe-fame natures ) 
He fhould not only, one or two, advance 
Above the reft, but by his Odinance 
Declare it, likewife, to be right and juft , 
In them (even meerly to fulfill their luftj 
To take from others, when it pleafes them. 
Child, honour, goods, life, liberty and limb ; 
Or, praftife cruelties upon them : No, 
It neither can be , neither is it fo : 
For, in his Word he tells, what Kings fhould do ; 
There makes defcription of fuch Tyrants too , 
As thofe, for which their fuit his People made ; 
When, in his wrath, a King beftow'd he had ; 
Becaufe, they long'd for that vaine Gallantry, 
Which they among the Nations, did efpie. 
He fharply threatens Kings, who tyrannize, 
Or, ufe their pow'r, in an infulting wife ; 
And fayes, he gave them their Prerogatives, 
That, men fhould under them, lead quiet lives ; 
That Swords they have, to execute the Law ; 
Defend the _;'!«/?; ungodly men to awe ; 
And, fo to raigne, that no good man might feare 
The port they carry, or the Sword they beare. 
Whence then obtain'd they that exorbitant 
Dominion, whereof, now fo much they vaunt ? 
Did firft the people, give them fuch a pow'r 
And, fet them up, of purpofe to devour. 

Vex, 
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Vex, and inflave them ? That were to conceive 

A madnejfe, which no wife men will beleeve ; 

Nor many fools, their folly fo betray, 

As thus to think ; much leffe, the fame to fay, 

And, doubtleffe hitherto, no Nation had 

So little reafon, as to grow fo mad. 

Did they then raife themfelves, unto their height "i 
Where got they pow'r, to conquer fuch a right 1 
If others helpt them, whither did they run. 
To keep themfelves free, when that deed was done .' 
It feemeth likely, they would flay to fhare, 
'Y\\€vc portions, where they fo vidlorious were ; 
And did not fure, intend to fet up 07ie, 
By whom, they would themfelves be trod upon. 
Nor, could thofe valiant men become fo bafe. 
To leave behind them, an injlaved race, 
By takeing fuch conditions, as are now, 
Impos'd on many Kingdojnes, which you know. 
Or, if a Nation, might be fool'd fo much. 
Who knowes, this Peoples lot, to have been fuch .' 
What antient Hijlory, or what record 
Thereof, a teftimoniall doth afford t 
If none, how do your Britijh Tyrants claime 
What they ufurp ; and that whereat they aime .' 
If they obtain'd it by deceiving truji, 
Which is moft true ( then, make amends they mufl ) 
And if fpontaneoufly they do the fame. 
They lofe with honour, what they got with blame, 
li th.Qy prefcription plead, from times of yore; 
Time makes not wrongs, to be the leffe, but more. 
By Conquejl, will they claime it ; know ye, then. 
The Conquerours are conquered agen ; 
And, what time, and the fword away have tore, 
Time, and the fword, doth righteoufly reftore .• 
And, that, time is no bar to rightfull things ; 
Is for the people, true, as well as Kings ; 

C 4 But, 
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But how, their Peoples freedomes) goods and lives 
Shall Kings protea, if their Prerogatives, 
Should be infring'd, or loft f there is indeed 
A juft Prerogative, that he may need 
In fome Immergencies, which both by reafon, 
And, by the law of nature is in feafon, 
When things which for the Publike fafety are. 
Require them ; and, when no knowne lawes declare 
What may be done. In fuch neceffities 
No Common- Wealth, no prudent man, denies 
An Arbitrary PovJr to private men ; 
Much leffe, to Magijlrates, and Princes, then. 
No Nation is fo foolifh to reftrain 
That juft Prerogative, and fo make vaine 
Their owne fecurity : they will and may 
Be Judge of thofe neceffities ; for they 
Are moft concerned in them ; and if he 
Whom they to guard them chofe, depriv'd fliall be 
Of meanes to do his duty ; they muft bear 
The blame of what enfues : for, he is clear. 

Thus, I could anfwer to all other things, 
Which are objefted by ufurping Kings, 
If need requir'd ; and bring them light to fee, 
How they by hypocrites, abufed be ; 
And, fay enough, were he thereto inclin'd. 
To make your prefent King, to change his mind. 

But, GOD, that only turnes the hearts of Kings, 
And to himfelf referves fuch glorious things. 
As their converfions ; will I hope, in time, 
Produce that miracle oi grace in him : 
For, if I gueffe right, he would now be glad 
To know, where wholefome counfell might be had ; 
And knowes what 'tis, to want, in his diftreffe, 
Such men as dare the truth to him profeffe. 
Without regarding carnall hopes, or feare ; 
Or, who difpleafed, or well pleafed are. 

There 
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There are fome Prayers left upon record, 
That, plead yet, ftrongly for him, to the Lord, 
And, which, by his forgot Remembrattcer, 
Were offered up for him in his firji year, 
When that, which now is truly come to paffe, 
By him forefeen, and juftly feared was. 
It may be, at this prefent time, thofe Praters 
Then fent up, for this King, and his affaires, 
Begin to take effe£t ; for, who doth know 
What mercies from the Fount of Grace may flow } 
Or, what for him, thofe offerings might prepare 
Which made, by Faith, in Fiery Trialls were "i 

Oh, if they take effect, and if he find. 
Such motions (as are wifh'd for) in his mind, 
To fpring up ; let a bleffed deaw from heaven, 
Defcend, that growth unto them, may be given. 
With true humility, let him begin. 
To meet them kindly, and to welcome in 
Thofe guejls with fuch refpeft into his heart. 
As may there fix them, never to depart. 
Let not z.Jhame, to be repented of, 
Or, their derifions, who perhaps will fcoffe 
At fuch a change, deter from perfevering ; 
Or, by their threats, beget in him a fearing 
Of what may follow : for, it glad fhall make, 
And cheere his Soul, when all their hearts will ake. 

Let him not entertain the leaft fufpeft 
His Penitence will want a due effeft, 
If it be true ; or, that a guard or wall, 
From being manifeft, reftraine it fhall. 
When once it workes : Nor let \\\?, people feare 
To truft him, when he proves therein fincere : 
For, hearty Penitence, is of a ftraine 
Not like to that, which hypocrites do faine ; 
But, moving, unrejijlable, and cleare, 
When, and in whomfoere, it fhall eppeare. 

Yea 



41 



38 PROSOPOPOEIA Left.!. 

Yea, thereunto, fo great a powW is given, 

That, hearts, alone, it breaks not ope, but Iteav'n, 

And, maketh way to reconcile agen, 

The greateft finners, both to GOD and Men. 

For, whofoere is truly penitent, 

Meerly with tongue and eies, doth hot repent. 

With vowes, with protejiations, and with tears ; 

Or, with fuch formall complements, as theirs 

Who keep an out-fide-faji, or cloath the back 

With vejlments, and with long cloakes, died black ; 

Or, who make faces, or look for a while. 

So fad, as if it were a mortall finne, to fmile : 

But, wherefoere true penitence you fee. 

Like rifing up from death to life will bee. 

It wholly changes, and new moulds, new makes 

That man, within whofe heart, it rooting takes. 

As well within, it cleanfeth as without : 

And, that the truth of it, ye may not doubt, 

Ihefinner from ill habits, it eftranges ; 

His words, his thoughts, his company it changes : 

His works, his waies, his plots, and his defignes ; 

Of good intentions, giveth certaine fignes, 

He daily growes more fruitfull, takes more care, 

To be indeed reformed, then to appeare : 

Regards not, what of others, he is thought, 

So, he, \xxAo perfeSlion, may be brought ; 

Fears nothing more, fhuns nothing more theny?». 

And, that abliorred courfe which he was in. 

Forgiveth every one, that was his foe ; 

Gives unto all men, that which he doth owe ; 

Shames, neither to bewaile, or to confeffe 

To GOD or men, his former wickedneffe ; 

Nor any good advice, will difefteem, 

How mean foere the counfellor fhall feem : 

And, when the King, thus changed fhall returne. 

Who, would defire his coming to adjourne ">. 

When 
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When thus a true repentance doth improve him, 
Who would then, forgive, and truft, and love him ? 

For, when you find a metamorphofis, 
In him, fo fupernaturall as this, 
Nought formerly by him, mif-faid, mif-done. 
Or, m.ifconceived, fliall be thought upon 
To future difadvantage, though 'Csxe.Jin 
Hath black, or, of afcarlet tinSlure bin. 
Though by an over-good conceit of him, 
Who flood fufpefted, he reflrained them, 
Who fought to bring his fathers death to triall. 
And, gave offence, by giving a deniall 
To Jujiice, in that caufe, to take her courfe ; 
And, rais'd fufpitions, too, of fomewhat worfe : 
Yea, though he were ajinner, twice as bad 
As he (by thofe, who love him leaft) is made ; 
And, had, befide the blood his Party fpilt, 
Mort fin upon him, then the double guilt 
Of King Manajfeh ; he, as pure fhould grow 
By fuch repentance, as the Mountain /now. 
And, when to this repentance he is brought. 
Who can objeft ? or, how can it be thought, 
That, in fulfilling of the covenant 
( As touching him ) you fliall one title want. 
Of that Branch, which, expreffeth your intent 
To bring delinquents to due punifhment ? 
For, if you can conceive, what 'tis to bring 
The lofty heart, and fpiritof a King, 
To ftoop fo much, as to defcend unto 
What, he that's truly penitent muft do ; 
Or, if you could believe •wh.s.tfelf-denialls. 
What inward torments, and vfh.a.t fiery trialls 
Are undergone, and muft be paffed through 
By thofe, who truly penitentiall grow, 
You would confefle, that, nor reftraint, nor chaines. 
Nor death it felfe, had in them feares or paines, 

So 
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So terrible, fo full of grief and fmart, 

As thofe, which exercife a cotitrite Jteart ; 

And, you would fay ( when forth this fruit he brings) 

'i^ojinners ; no fuch Penitents as Kings. 

Oh what a bleffed, what a glorious thing 
It were Great Britan, to behold thy King 
Come back thus chang'd, and with a mind to do, 
That, which thy Genius hath advis'd him to ! 
And, that, which his owne confcience cannot chufe 
But tell him, it were madneffe, to refufe ! 
How, would his drooping SubjeSls, then rejoyce. 
To bid him welcome, both with heart and voice / 
How would his friends, triumph, how would his foes. 
Their aimes, and wicked expeflations lofe ? 
How would thofe hypocrites among you tremble. 
Who did with him and all the world diffemble ! 
How, would their foules be comforted, who were 
To him, and to the Common good fmcere ! 
And by both fides oppreffed, for abiding 
In their firfl: principles ; and, for not fiding 
With this, or, with t\\3± fusion, to make ftrong, 
Themfelves and other men, in doing wrong ! 

What hopes thereby would other Nations take, 
That his example would fome changes make 
In their opprejfors ? How, would they be ftruck 
With terrors, who have Tyranny miftook 
For Kingjhip ; and, by ftrained Monarckie 
Themfelves infefted with Lycanthropie ! 
How, would your noifome Grajhoppers, and Flies, 
Frogs, Lice, and Caterpillers, which arife 
From their corruptions ( fearing to delay, 
Their lingring here ) hop, fly, and crawl away / 
How, would the BEAST then rage; ^& Scarlet Whore, 
Then, curfe and raile ; the Devills howle and roare ; 
As fearing, they their heights were falling from. 
And, that the Kingdome, which they hate, were come! 

But, 
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But, his converjion, would not long adjourne 

Their miferies, to whom he fhould returne, 

Unleffe they take more care, and, more delight 

To make their converfations more upright. 

Then heretofore ; unleffe to meet him too. 

They better fhall prepare, then yet they do ; 

Unleife they more unite ; more wife appeare, 

In refolutions ; and then, more adhere 

To that which is refolv'd ; unleffe more jealous 

They grow of Publike honour, and more zealous 

Of Publike Faith ; more clear in their intent ; 

More diligent, more ftudious to prevent 

Supplanting wiles, more fenfible of wrong, 

Suftain'd by them, who to their fide belong. 

More carefull, that their Friends may firm abide ; 

And, that all others may be fatisfi'd 

According to juft hopes ; and plainely fee 

The common-good, their chiefeft aim to bee. 

For, fure, the Kings repentance will availe 

But little to their comfort, who fliall faile 

In fuch like duties ; or in meeting him 

With fuch affeSlions, as he brings to them. 

But, when all oih^r finners grace receive. 

They fhall with Hypocrites, their portion have ; 

And, to their fhame great vexation, then. 

See thofe, whom they thought worjl, the better men. 

The Britifh Genius, as, if he had in 
Some fecret Mufmg, or Devotion been. 
Here made a paufe ; and, therefore, here will we 
Take breath, a little, if you pleafed be. 

The 
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The Contents of the fecond Le£lion. 

THe Genius, here, declares to them 
Who exercife the Power-fupreme ; 
How, they, much mifchiefe might prevent : 
Hoiv, they, the people may content : 
How, keep their Pow'r, aad Caufe upright. 
With honour, in their Foes defpight ; 
A nd tenders, that, this may be done. 
Much to be duly thought upon. 

Tells, wfiat the people ought to do. 
To give ajjijlance, thereunto ; 
Per/wades, the Nations to agree, 
Left by themf elves, they ruin'd be ; 
The Fa(5lious-parties doth advife, 
To lay afide tlwir vanities ; 
Aud, interweaveth, here and there. 
What, others may with profit heare. 

Shewes L ONDON, where her weal doth lie ; 
Speaks reafon, to the Souldierie ; 
Minds, to ivJiatfort of Irifh, you 
Someftiare of mercy, fhould allow : 
To Preachers, preacheth waies of peace. 
To further Truth, with Righteoufneffe ; 
Then drawing toward his conclufion, 
Prefageth Order, from confufion ; 
Informeth, from what Pedigree 
Good Government deriv'd will bee ; 
And, when thais told you, ye fhall heare 
Whafs whifper'd in the Authours eare. 

THe GENIUS, ( whom obferve I pray, with heed) 
With raifed eyes, did thus againe, proceed : 
How faine would I find words and exhortations, 
Whichmight, not now, be loft upon thefe Nations ? 

But, 
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But, caufe them to confider, and difcerne 

Thofe things, which their well-being may concerne ? 

That, all well meant endeavours for their good. 

Might not be ftill negle6led, or withftood ; 

And, future ages, wonder, what dire Fate, 

This Generation did infatuate ? 

My breath, hath hitherto, been chiefly fpent. 
The Kings approaching ruine to prevent : 
By skrewing thoughts into him which may wake him 
From flumber; and, for peace, induftrious make him. 
Now I will alfo, fomewhat, fay to them. 
Who fland, in prime relation, unto him ; 
That, if his heart GOD change not, neither he 
May them deftroy, nor they deftru6live be 
Unto themfelves. And, what, to that good end, 
I fhall advife, is this : Dear friends, attend. 

Let thofe high Courts, by whom the Pow'r-fupreme, 
Is exercifed in the name of him 
Who now is laid afide ; let thofe adventer 
No longer, to wheele round, without a Center : 
But, fix on fomewhat, whereon to be fteddie. 
Before all catch the Staggers, and grow giddie. 
Let that be reftifi'd, which now, difturbs 
Their nat'rall motions, in their fev'rall Orbs ; 
Left if the Nations clafh, they thereby crack 
The wheeles of Government, and make them break 
Againft each other, when there will be here. 
To mend them, no well-skill'd State-Ingineere. 
Reduce your wand'ring lights ; let ev'ryjiar 
Within your Firmament keep his owne fpkere ; 
Left, if above their Circles they afpire. 
Like Phaeton, they fet the world on fire ; 
Or aid thofe Comets, which already glare 
Prodigioufly, to breed combuftions here, 
Whofe mifcheivous effefts, you may in vaine 
Attempt, perhaps, hereafter, to reftraine. 

Till 
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Till to the fnuffe they blaze ; or, till they fhall 
To quench their thirftings, all your blood exhale. 

This mifcheife to prevent, let ev'ry wit. 
And ev'ry Pow'r fubordinate, fubmit 
To that, which Isfupreme; ev'n unto that, 
Which for the prefent, is predominate, 
Yox publike-fafety: And let that abide 
On Principles, which neither may divide 
Or, wound it felfe ; left on it felfe, it draw 
Contempt, from them, who, thereof ftood in awe ; 
And, that contempt fo weaken them at length, 
That they, with loffe of honour, lofe ^€\x Jlrength : 
For, yon have felt, ( as well as heard it told ) 
What of Divijions, hath been faid of old. 

Your prefent /^«^^J give occafion may 
To fome, of doubting, whom they fhould obey ; 
How far forth, their obedience muft extend ; 
How long they Ihall uncertainly attend, 
The hatching of that Government, which mufl 
Continue fixt ; and, whereto they may truft. ( fon 
Which queftionings, and doubtings (though good rea- 
Hath made them in thefe IJlands, now, in feafon ) 
Enfeeble much your Pow'r ; and do beget, 
( Though feemingly the people do fubmit ) 
111 confequences, which will ftill be worfe, 
Untill you fettle on fome certaine courfe : 
Efpecially, if they fufpeft that pow'r, 
Intendeth not their benefit, but your. 

Delay not, therefore, that which they expeft : 
And, till 3ifettlement may take effeft, 
{ Or, till they better know, what doth pertaine 
To your new curb, and alfo to your reine) 
With kindneffe mannage them, and condefcend 
To what, may for their fatisfaftion tend 
In all juft feeming Rights ; till they may fee. 
That, by yowr pow'r, their peace preferv'd (hall bee. 

And 
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And then, if your Authority to own, 
They fliall refufe ; fo make your courage known, 
That, none may dare blafpheme, or fcandalize 
Thofe needful Powers, and lawful Dignities, 
Which are above their Cenfnres ; lead you farther 
Their Plots, who have no hope, but in diforder ; 
Since, better it becomes, Wifemen to dye 
In Order, then, to live in Mutiny. 

Mark, thofe among you, who, whilft they pretend 
Your Power, and your Proceedings, to befriend. 
Impair them, underhand, by driving on 
Dejigns, deftru6live to what ftiould be done. 
So many Marks, upon them do appear, 
Declaring to what Party they adhere. 
That, well they may be known : And, they to whom 
Thefe are difcover'd, find what will become 
Of You, and your Affaires, unlefs, you fhall 
With fpeed (and wifely) them, in queftion call. 

Your greateft Foes, &, they who moft may wrong you. 
Are fome, who, daily Counfel take among you ; 
Your Adverfaries, as the Prophet faid. 
Are men of your own Houfes, who have plaid 
The parts oifeeming Friends. Of thefe, therefore, 
Take heed, and feek to caft them out of doore 
Before they caft you out : Whirh, were they ftronger. 
Deferred would not be one minute longer. 

When you have purg'd your Hou/e{ until which day 
All will be fpoke in vain, that I fhall fay ) 
Take my advice (for it is genuine. 
And, that, whereto your Genius doth incline) 
Firft, to Debate, and, then, to Quejlion, bring 
The Government, and what concerns the King ; 
Which, being prudently refolv'd upon. 
Will fave you twenty labours, in that One : 
And, make, (if you perform, as is profeft) 
An eafie pafling thorough all the reft. 

D In 
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In your Debates, difcover not that fpleen 
Or Virulency, wherein, may be feen, 
A purpofe, nor to give, nor take content ; 
But, fo conteft, that, when ye Ihall affent, 
There may, on you, be feen the fewer fears 
Of your unhappy and uncivil Wars ; 
And, that it may appeare, your ftrife hath bin. 
Not, that your Will, but, that the Truth may win. 
Yet, left, whilft you are forced to conteft, 
You may deftroy the nobleft Interejl 
By dull Indifferency, or want of zeal ; 
Look to the fafety of the Common-weal, 
As to your chiefe Allegiance : For, a King 
Who makes a claim, although the claimed thing. 
Be due, yet, if he fo exafteth it, 
As, that, it publike danger may beget. 
Becomes a Trajrtor to the Royall Trujl, 
In him repos'd ; and, merits to be thruft 
Befides the Throne, if, therein, he perfift, 
To profecute his private Intereft. 

When, ye are certain, what ftiould be prefer'd, 
From profecuting it, be not deter'd ; 
Or, from a ftout ingagement, in that Caufe, 
Whereto, you are obliged by the Laws 
Of G O D, and Nature : For, a work begun 
With Courage, is as good, as half way done. 
Let not the foolifli feares, or fuperftition 
Of earehor'd yiaves fthe Foot-Jlools of Ambition) 
Who Idolize, and deifie their Kings, 
As more then mortal, and unbounded things ; 
Let not thefe fright : But, well examine you 
What, to the People ; what, to them, is due, 
That, fo, your Friends, who fee your prudency, 
May be preferved from Apojlacy. 

Confider, wifely, how with him, you deale. 
Who, of thefe Vejfels, was efteem'd, erewhile, 

Both 
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Both Mafter, and Chief owner \ that, nor lu 
Nor you, may ruin'd, or difhonour'd be, 
By any praftife, which may not befit 
Your Wifdom, or your Jujlice, to permit. 
Force not each other into fuch a S freight, 
As, that, there may from thence, be no retreit ; 
Or, means left, for th'one Party to prevent 
The others fall, although he fhould repent. 
But, as, indeed, you hitherto have done. 
Him, as the Publike Father look upon. 
And, though his Parafites, have him inrag'd 
By cauflefs Jealoufies, and far ingag'd 
Againft your Lives, and Freedomes ; yet, affay 
To fliew him, all the Mercy, that you may. 

Ulyjjfes did fpontaneoufly affent 
To be inchanted, that, he might prevent 
The Syrens Charms ; and, you, without juft blame 
Have done, (and may, yet do to him) the fame 
Who hath already, been by their inchanting 
So charm'd, that, very little now is wanting 
Of his, and your deftru6lion. By his own, 
And others faults, diftemper'd he was grown ; 
And thereby hath indangered, no lefs 
His own Safe-being , then the Common-Peace ; 
And, while deftruftive Courfes he fhall take. 
You, are oblig'd to flop, and pull him back ; 
Though, his Seducers, grow inrag'd thereby, 
And, terme you Tray tors, for your loyalty. 
Yea, you may ftill reftraine him, and thereto 
Add more, if need require it fhould be fo ; 
Till GOD, by his efpecial grace, hath brought him, 
To fhun the Courfe, which, evil Counfel taught him ; 
Or, left liim fo, that, wilfully he fhall 
Without your fault, by his own Proje6ls, fall. 

I will not counfel, that, ought leffe you do 
Then Salus Populi conflraines you to ; 

D 2 For, 
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For, though the Sheepifh Rout, more think upon 

Things prefent, then on what is pafl and gone ; 

And, feem to have alreadie, fo forgot 

Late grievances, as if they thought it not 

So great a plague, to be inflav'd for aye. 

As prefent weights to bear, though but one day : 

Yea, though the moft part, of the Common rabble, 

So fottifh are, and fo irrationable, 

That, out of fear, left others fliould enflave them. 

They would inflavethemfelves, &thofethat fa ve them : 

Yet, muft not thofe, on whom the Land relies, 

Benummed grow with fuch ftupidities : 

For, 'tis a Symptome of a Sotttijh Nation, 

To grow refpefllefs oi felf-prefervation ; 

Or, fear to praftife, what agrees with reafon, 

Becaufe it hath been falfly called Treafon, 

By Parajites, and Priejls ; who, that a King 

Might make them fomeihing, made him any thing. 

Which he defir'd to be ; and, hence did rife 

Abhominable Court-Idolatries. 

Yea, hence it was, that men firft grew afraid 

To think (untill of latej what may be faid. 

And muft be relolutely done , before 

GOD, will, thefe IJles, to their loft Peace reftore. 

A Realm, that fears to call her Trujlee, to 
Accompt, for ought mif-done, or left to do ; 
Is like thofe Children, who do fear thejhows, 
Which they themfelves fet up to fcare the Croivs : 
And, they, who think you have no rightfull power 
To curb his furie, who, might you devour ; 
May think, as well, they fhould not put a clog, 
Or hang a chain, upon a Shepherds dog, 
Although, he daily bites, and kills the fheep, 
Which he was, only, bred, and fed, to keep. 

In warlike manner, with his Standard rear'd. 
The King, againft you, in the Field appear'd ; 

And 
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And, gave you ( as it were j a Summons thither, 
That, he, and you, might plead your Rights together. 
By way of Combate ; which your Common-Laws 
Allow of, for the triall of that Caufe, 
Whereof there's doubtfull proof ; And, wherein none 
Knows how to judge aright, but, GOD, alone. 
This Tryal, both did ftand to : By this Tryal, 
The King, was overcome, without denial ; 
And did fubmit. What, had you then to do ">. 
But, what you would your felves, be done unto. 
When your Dejires, were made a Rule, whereby 
Another, might, fquare out his Charity ? 

Men, do not ufe to hunt a Bea_^ of prey. 
To take him, and, then, let him go away. 
They, who have caught a Lyon, you would blame 
If they dif-mift him ( though he feemed tame ) 
Unchain'd, and without keepers ; fince, that Creature 
Is known, of fo untamable a Nature, 
That he will ravine, as he did before. 
If, to himfelf, you leave him anie more. 

Kings, who without controul, the Scepter fwaid, 
As tamelefle are, as Lyons that have preyd : 
Which, howfoever, you fhall ufe, or feed them. 
Will foon grow dangerous, unleffe you heed them ; 
You, therefore, muft not give them leave to feize. 
On ought, at will ; no, not fo much as Fleas, 
Left, fome Prerogative, they thereon found : 
But, you muft circle them within a Bound; 
And, Laws, and Counfellors provide, whereby 
You may their Wills, and Judgements, reflifie : 
And, then, when they by generall confents. 
So furnifht, be, they may be Inftruments 
Of Honor, Peace, and Plenty. And, take this 
From me, who know beft, what, moft fitting is 
For this IJles conftitution ; That th'increafe 
Of Wealth, and Honor; Settlement of Peace, 

D3 And 
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hx^A Freedom from OppreJJwns, (whatfoe're 
Some dream ) fliall never be enjoyed here, 
In any Government, fo perfe6lly. 
As, by a regulated Monarchy. 

Shall I advife you to a Treaty, than f 
No : Tis not now, as when the War began. 
Before the Tryall, your Trujlees, did well 
To treat for Peace ; becaufe, they could not tell 
What might fucceed ; and, thought it fafer, far, 
To take fome wrong, then feek redreffe by War. 
But, now, for them to Treat, were to admit 
That, GOD, had paft no Tryall for them, yet. 
And, thofe, who thereto would perfwade them, now, 
I fhall not for their wifejl Friends allow, 
If friends : For that, not only of ^€\x prizes 
Defeats the Conquerors, but, equalizes 
Them, likewife with the Conquer'd ; and makes void. 
What, (hould by right of Conquejl, be injoyd. 

When he whofe ancient Birtk-right was quite loft, 
Hath by expence of labour, time, and coft, 
A lawfuU repoffefiion of it fought. 
And, at the Lavu, his fuit to Tryall brought ; 
Obtained a VerdiSl, JudgemenX., Execution, 
And, full poffeflion without Diminution .• 
What, for a Friend, I pray were fuch a one .'' 
Who Ihould perfwade this man, when all were done, 
To wave his lawfull right, fo dearly bought, 
To treat with him, who his undoing fought .' 
And, uncompel'd, refer unto debate, 
What, he fhould leave, or take, of that Eftate ? 
And, what were that man but, a Groll, at bell, 
Who, re-adventur'd, thus, his Intereft f 

Nor honefter, nor wifer, much, are they 
Who, now, into a Treaty would betray 
The Parliament. For what hath it been done, 
If they muft Treat, again, for v/hat is ^von } 

Why 
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Why, did they make good meaning men to fight 
And lofe their lives, to win for them, a Right, 
Which they muft get by Treaty ? Why, is he 
A Prifoner, if a King as yet, he be 
That's capable of Treating? Or, of more 
Then you fliall feem obliged to reftore. 
In meer humanity ? Or, by that band. 
Whereby, as Chrijlians, you obliged ftand, 
Upon his true Repentance ? And, upon 
Security, like fault, fhall not be done ? 

But if no Treaty be allow'd, how then 
Shall you, and he, be reconcil'd agen ? 
By fuch a Coicrfe, as will be generous ; 
And, for our Genius to advife ; Ev'n thus : 
Like honorable Vi6lors, offer him 
Terms honorable, if he merit them, 
By true Repentance ( For, it will be more 
Then can be juftly offer'd him before ) 
Left, you, at laft, may be requited ill, 
If Power, he get, before he change his Will. 
When, you perceive, that,GOD in him hath wrought 
That mind, whereto you wifli he fliould be brought, 
Give him Conditions, freely, fuch as may 
Full well become a King, whom, to obey, 
Acknowledg, and fubmit to, 'twill befeem 
Thofe Nations, who, a good repute efteem. 
Give him, that Kingly-Liberty, which will 
Confine him, from all power oi doing ill; 
And, him enable, too, for every thing, 
Pertaining to the Office of a King : 
Which, to declare ; and, to confider how 
It fhall fecured be, I, leave to you ; 
Whom they concern, and, who know how, to make 
Your own Conditions, if, good heed you take. 

But many are fuppos'd to be inclin'd 
To fome new Government, by them defign'd 

D4 In 
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In whofe ereftion, and eftablifhment, 

They could receive a great deal more content 

Then in well regulating, what they had : 

And, feme of thefe, it may be, are fo mad, 

( And fo incharitable ) as, in heart 

To pray, that GOD would rather, quite, depart 

Both from this King, and all his Generation, 

Then, fruftrate them, or, their vain Expeflation. 

If, there be any fuch, far, be you from 
Their evill mind; Let not ^€vs: fecret come 
Into your Souls : And though GOD fhould permit 
His wilfullneffe, a little longer, yet ; 
Pronounce your Judgements, warily, on him, 
Left, in his Per/on, you, your felves condemn. 
And, fmce, 'tis poflible, that, from your Jin, 
His Failings, and your Plagues, might firft begin, 
( As, once did, from the Peoples, an offence 
In David, which brought on a peftilence ) 
Confider, 'twill make eafie your own Doom, 
If, toward him, affefted you become. 
As Children ought to be, whofe Father hath 
Attempted their deftrufbion, in his wrath. 
Yea, carefull be, you do not fo imploy 
Yeur pow'r, to cure the Head, that, you deftroy 
Both Head and Body ; and, to eafe the pains 
Of Head-ache, that, you knock not out your Brains. 
That, Limb, which may be cur'd, cut not away : 
Thofe Veffells, which with water, clenfe ye may 
Purge not with Fire ; For, GOD, fhall give an end 
By his own Pow'r, to what, you cannot mend ; 
And, neither he, nor you, fhall rife to ftand, 
But, by advancing Jujiice, in the Land. 

Excufe me, if ( 'twixt what concernes the King, 
And thefe Republikes ) with fome ftaggering, 
I feem to Counfell you ; One while perfwading, 
That, you oppofe with ftoutneffe, his invading 

Your 
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Your Freedoms, and Proprieties ; Then, ftreight 
Plead ( as it were ) that, Grace obtain he might ; 
Herein, I fay, excufe me : For, it fares 
With me, as with King David, in his Wars, 
With Abfolom ; Againft whom, to prevail, 
He was content ; yet did his death bewail. 
Loth was he, by a Foe, to be out-braved ; 
GrieVd was he, that, a Son might not be faved ; 
And, him, who he had fent to overthrow him. 
He did befeech, that, Mercy, he would fhow him. 
The fame I do for him : Oh, let him have it 
If he be qualified to receive it : 
But, if he ftill perfift, as he begun, 
Then, do, as GOD fhall move you ; I, have done. 

Done, as concerning him : But, much I find. 
Concerning, you, and others, yet, behind ; 
Which muft be fpoken, for the Reformation, 
And, Welfare, of this prefent Generation ; 
Or, elfe, ( if otherwife it fliall fucceed ) 
That Future-Ages may take better heed. 
For, know, unleffe ye fpeedily begin 
To change the prefent Poflure, you are in ; 
That, you, who, at this day have Pow'r to give 
Conditions, to your King ; fliall, to receive 
Conditions, verie glad, ere long become : 
Yea, and to buy them, alfo, with a fum. 
That, this may be prevented, break \h&fnare, 
Wherewith, at this time, you enfnarled are. 
When, you have anie thing to a6l, which may 
Encreafe the Publike fuffrance, by delay ; 
Confume not precious howrs, like thofe who dally. 
In their Affairs, with Can we f May we ? Shall we ? 
Till they, whom you obliged are to cherifh : 
Through want of Juflice, and Subfifience, perifh. 
Or, elfe, till they, who, yet, are knit together. 
So fall away, from you, and from each other ; 

That 
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That, what you might effeft, this prefent day, 
Hereafter, you nor can, norjhall, nor may. 
For, think not, that, the Generalitie, 
Can long continue in profperitie, 
Whilft, you n&g\Qdi particulars : Or, that 
You can accomplifh, what is aimed at. 
If you, leave off, to aft by rules of Reafon, 
Or, linger out, your works beyond their feafon. 

Take, likewife, heed, that, when ye fliall propofe 
The way of Peace, left, there may be of thofe, 
Amongft you, who, defire, that courfe Ihould find, 
Obftruftions, whereunto, you feem inclin'd, 
Or, who, for fecret ends, occafions give. 
That, their demands, deniall may receive ; 
For, GOD, fo hateth double heartedneffe, 
That, he will favour no fuch praftifes. 

Then, he as needfull, if you fhall exceed 
Set-bounds, by fome inevitable need. 
Compelling it ; that, when Ha&Jireight is paft, 
Your felves into a Legall courfe, you caft : 
For, while a Town is burning, that, you fee 
May, then, be done ; which, after, may not be. 
Do, as you would be done to : Give not thofe 
Who are your Friends, occafion to be Foes .- 
As you would be forgiven , thofe forgive. 
In whom, a true Repentance you perceive : 
Not all Offenders ; for, fure, no offence 
Is pardonable without penitence, 
Since, Mercie deigned to Irnpenitents 
Is crueltie, to wronged Innocents. 

Reward, as well as punijh : For, by that 
You cherifli Virtue ; Fortifie the State, 
And, fhall gain more, then by the pence you fpare. 
Though, many, of this Thrift, unheedfuU are. 
Againft all Enemies, make your defence 
"Ey prudence, joyn'd with Dove-like Innocence, 

Keep 
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Keep firm to your ^x?i principles ; For, he 
That ftandeth fixt ; though weak he feems to be 
Gets ftrength ; and will \>y Jianding Jiill, out-go 
That man, who alwaies wanders to, and fro. 
Be conftant then ; Affe6l vain hopes no more ; 
Do Jujlice, and fhew mercy to the poor. 
Refpe6l not Perfons ; but, judge every caufe 
According to right Confcience, and the Laws ; 
Remembring GOD, all that, to judgement brings. 
Whether they fit with Commoners, or Kings. 
Know, he marks all mens walkings ; and, beleeve 
Such meafure, as ye mete, ye fliall receive ; 
So, as ye anfwer, poor mens prayers, now, 
So, GOD fhall anfwer, and fo profper you. 
Make good, the Gifts and Favours you beftow ; 
As well, in deed, be righteous, as in fhow : 
Break not, your promifes to any one 
( Efpeeially, to men, for you undone ) 
And, do not let your left-hand, them deprive, 
Of that, which, with your right-hand, you did give .• 
Nor them repay with fcandals, and negle£l 
Who have deferved, not your leaft refpe6l : 
For, privie to fuch praftifes, I am 
Both, to the grief of many, and your fhame. 
When, any one of thofe free Commoners, 
Whom you do reprefent, traduc'd appears. 
Within your Houfes, where, he cannot^^make 
Reply thereto : ( And, whereof he muft take 
No notice, when thereof he fhall be told ) 
Let his Traducers fharplyjbe controld. 
Or, calld upon, to prove what they have faid : 
That, Innocencie may not be betrayd, 
By Impudent DetraSlors ; yea, and do 
That, wrong, as priviledged thereunto. 
For, what is more Injurious, then difgrace 
Inflifted, in fo eminent a place .' 

In 
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In prefence of the Kingdom, as it were. 
And, whereby, ere a man can be beware, 
He may bewrong'd, and wounded mortally, 
And, never know, by whom, or how, or why. 

Let none afpire, to be a Grandee, thought. 
Till he his Greatneffe, worthily hath bought 
By prudent Honejlie ; Tri'd Faithfullneffe, 
And fuch like Grandeur, nay, let none poffeffe 
Repute by thefe, one minute longer then. 
The Publike Rights, and thofe oi private-men. 
Are, thereby, not infring'd : For 'tis a wrong 
To all men, unto whom there doth belong 
Equality, to bring in fuch a Cheat 
Among -you, as a Leffer, and a Great, 
Or, make EJlates, or Titles paffe for more 
Then Cyphers do, within the Counfel-dore. 
And, doubtleffe, he unworthily, there, fits 
Whom, falfe opinion of his Fellows wits 
Inflaves in Judgement : and, whofe Ignorance 
Deceived by a fmooth-tongu'd Arrogance, 
Them, doth advance, to an undue efteem ; 
And ( which the more abfurd doth make it feem ) 
Superiority, afcribes unto them 
For that, in which, at home, their wives out-do them. 

It is a fhame, to hear it fhould be faid, 
( Yet, faid it is, and done, as well as faid ) 
That if this man, or that ; If He, or He, 
To make the Motion, can procured be ; 
Or, in the Caufe, to fpeak : Or, but to heed 
The fame with favour, it will furely fpeed : 
And, that, if it concerns, or may difpleafe 
But, any one, that is a Friend to thefe 
Great Hogen Mogens ; then the Suitor lofes 
His coft, and labour, what means e're he ufes. 
Yea, though he hath two hundred friends, among 
Your Members, who, cry fliame upon the wrong. 

Nay 
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Nay, be not angry that I tell you fo, 
For, he that fpeaks it, fpeaks what he doth know. 
It is this Iflands Genius ( who doth fee, 
What all your works, and inclinations be) 
Who faith it : And, for him, your Confcience too, 
Shall witneffe, true, what he hath faid you do. 
And, I befeech you, to confider, whether 
This, were the end of calling you together. 

The Skiers, dindBurrough,hywhom. they were chofe 
For Deputies did verily fuppofe, 
By their great words at home, their cloaths, and faces, 
That, thefe, much better, would have fill'd their places ; 
And, not have proved fuch, of whom, they may 
(As you abufively of Taylors fayj 
Aver, that nine of them, makes but One man : 
For, twice fo manie, hardly, make way can 
By one Grandee, fomtimes, and not be thruft 
From executing, faithfully, his truft : 
And, therefore, you muft fpeedilie provide 
That this abufe, be fully reaifi'd. 

I know, there be among you, thofe, who burn 
With zeal to Jujlice ; and who trulie mourn. 
For thofe who fuffer, (and, that GOD wil keep 
Thefe fafe ; and make them fmg, when others weep) 
I know, with what compaflion, they pafs by 
Their daily Suitors, who upon them cry : 
And with what yearning bowels, they bewail. 
That they for due relief, cannot prevail : 
I know, with what vexations they are pained, 
When Publike Prayers cannot be obtained : 
I know their Love, their Patience, and their care. 
With what great ftrivings, exerciz'd they are : 
What diligence they praflife, in their Calling, 
To keep the Houfe, which they are in, from falling, 
Whilft, mame feeming-Labourers among them, 
"By fal/e-work, or by underminiug, wrong them, 

And 
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And, GOD, I know, will them reward at laft 
Though for a while, a bitter cup they tafte. 

But, there are others, flyly fhuffled in 
Among you, who both (hame and grief have been 
To you, and to your friends ; Therefore, left thefe 
By fitting neer you, bring you that difeafe 
Which hath polluted them ; And, left thereby 
They bring, not only, lafting infamy 
Upon this Parliament, but likewife break it ; 
And, by that Rupture, an occafion make it 
Of Ruine (without hope of Reparation) 
To all, the rights and Freedomes of this Nation : 
And, that, if thefe things happen, you that are 
Excufable, the better may prepare, 
Againft the Mifchiefs threatned ; I am bold 
To tell you, what mifdoings I behold, 
What dangers I may fear, what fcandals grow, 
By former failings ; and, what wife men know 
Will follow : whereof fmce, it is but need, 
That more be faid, wherewith, I thus proceed. 

With grief, I fpeak it, ('and, I fpeak the fame 
Not to afperfe, but to prevent the blame 
And mifchief, that may followj you, have loft 
Your power, your honour, and your felves almoft ; 
And (though, undoubtedly, you do perceive it) 
Proceed, as if you meant not to believe it ; 
Or, were afleep : But, I intend to wake you ; 
Or, fpeak thofe words, which will to peeces fliake you. 

Oh hear, hear, hear ! and, let not wholfome zvords 
Be fpent in vain .• Nay, let not fire and Swords, 
Dearth, Pejlilence, and Blood, fpeak, every day, 
In dreadfull DialeSls, that rouze they may 
Your fleepie Spirits ; yet, feem, ftill, unheard. 
Or paffed over, without due regard. 
Till, you be trod to dirt, in your own Gore ; 
Or, in the Grave, where you can hear no more. 

For 
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For Love, for Shame, for Fear ; for fome refpeft, 
Awake, in time, out of your dull neglefl 
Of Publike-Safety ; and, from dreaming on, 
In private projects, till you are undone. 

Hark ! how, the Beames of your own Houfes cry 
Againft you ! hark ! hark ! how the fouls that lye 
In thofe OppreJJions, which you Ihould redreffe, 
Roare out, and groan for forrow, in diftreffe ; 
Hark ! how your Confciences (though, you contemn, 
Their clamours, and in fecret fmother them) 
Call out, to tell you, what fad dooms attend 
Your prefent being, or your latter end. 
If you awake not, quickly, to prevent 
The ftiames and mifchiefs which are imminent. 

Now, I perceive you are awake : for, Lo, 
You angry feem, that I have rub'd you fo. 
But, ere you fhew your wrath, a little, paufe ; 
About you look : fee, if there be not caufe 
Of this my feeming boldnefs. Come, arife. 
Wipe out the Rheume, and fpedom, from your eyes. 
Walk forth into the Hall at Wejlminjler ; 
Take fpecial notice, what, is talked there. 
Walk to the City, then, and thofe you meet 
At Church, or on the Change, or in the Street, 
Or at the Taverne, and in all thofe places, 
Mark well ; and, what is faid to your difgraces. 
Mark, how they fleight you, and, how few there are 
Who, can with patience, either fpeak or heare 
A word in your defence : And, having weigh'd 
What you fliall find, excufe, what I have faid. 

Whence, do their many Imprecations come. 
And many Curfed Speakings ? Flow, they from 
No caufe at all ? No queftion, if they do, 
Their Curfes, and their Imprecations, too. 
Will fall upon themfelves. If, from juft caufe 
They do proceed ; Look, left, it vengeance drawes. 

For, 
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For, GOD, will judg between you. If, both give 
Occafion of offence, both fhall receive 
The recompence deferv'd ; and, you, and they, 
If you repent not, fliall be fwept away. 
To Error, therefore, do not Fufy add ; 
With him, that feeks to cure you, be not mad : 
But, in your felves, examine patiently 
What is amifs, and, then, what remedy 
You may apply. And, I will feek to charm 
The People, that, meane while, they do no harm. 
Confider, what ^&A/ums have bin brought in ; 
How iffu'd out, and wafted, they have bin ; 
How partially, your payments, have been made ; 
How little, this man ; how much, that man had ; 
How, you to fome, make full, and fpeedie pay, 
When others, who, deferve as well as they, 
Muft turn Informers, ere they can be paid ; 
And, peradventure, when they long have plaid 
That hateful part, with lofs of time and coft. 
Shall add more damages, to what they loft. 
By lofing Cornier friends, and getting foes : 
Which, all their lifetime, they fhall never lofe. 
Herewith, fomtime, let it be thought upon, 
How many oi yonr friends have been undone 
By Votes, and Orders, made for their relief. 
Which did but more increafe their coft and grief, 
By making them, from year to year, attend. 
For that, which in one week might have an end ; 
By fuffering, your own Warrants, to be flighted : 
Your own Authority, to be defpited ; 
And, to the lofs of labour, time, and coft, 
One Order, by another to be croft, 
And, that, to be, by Ordinance made voyd, 
Which, by your Gifts, they feiz'd, pojjefi, enjoy' d: 
Yea, and, not without recompence alone. 
But, without feeming fenfe, that wrong was done : 

As 
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As if it were no matter, fo you made 
A fhew of recompence, though none they had : 
Or, as if whatfoere you pleas'd to do, 
Muft pafle for Jujlice, though it be not fo. 
■ GODS WILL, effentiall Juftice is indeed : 
But, that yours is fo, it is not my Creed. 

When others have tranfgreft, do not injoyne 
The guiltleffe Common-wealth, to pay a Fine, 
To recompence thofe Parties, which were grieved ; 
For, that will hardly, Juftice be believed. 
When hungi-y^?^^j', ask for iifh, or bread, 
Withjiones, or feorpions, let them not be fed ; 
Nor make them wait, ere you an anfwer give, 
As if each Per/on, had three lives, to live ; 
Or, had been borne, no other thing to do. 
But, wait on you, and loofe their labour too. 
Draw not more fuitors, to you in one yeare ; 
Then you are able, in twice fix; to heare ; 
Left, you difpleafe them, whom ye may content. 
And caufe a mifchiefe, which ye might prevent. 
But take wife Jethrds Counfell, for the eafe, 
Both of our felves, & thofe whom you fhould pleafe. 
Vea, tire not out your felves, and others too. 
By taking on you more then you. can do. 
Left, when attendance, much expence and trouble, 
Hath made the loffe, and fuffrance more then double, 
They grow impatient ; and you come to taft 
The fruit of their impatiencie at laft. 
Give Order, how to cure thofe imperfeftions, 
Which have been, heretofore, in your EleSlions, 
Left, Members may among you be emploid, 
By whom the Publike-Body, be deftroid. 
Let not the Father, there beget the fonne. 
Though, this in Bodies Naturall, be done : 
Let none among you, be admitted in, 
By Marriage, or, being near of kin : 

E Or, 
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Or, ( to the Kingdomes juft diffatisfaflion ) 
For being of this Se£l, or of that FaSlioJi ; 
. As, if among you, fome to purchafe, meant 
Inheritances in the Parliament : 
And, others aim'dhy Par iies, to endeavour 
The keeping up Divifions, there, for ever. 
Let it be fo no more, if you can Order, 
That, fuch an injurie proceed no further ; 
But, let the Burroughs, and the Shires be free 
To make their choice, ( as they incHn'd fhall bee ) 
According to their cuftomes, till it may 
Be better done, by fome new lawfull way : 
That, when for Trujl-breach, any blamed are, 
Their chufers, in that blame, a part may beare ; 
If they hereafter, for their private ends. 
For fear, or love, fhall chufe their Foes, or Friends \ 
T^i^vc Land-Lords, Kin/men, Lawyers; or, whom ever 
They fhall not think, will faithfully endeavour. 
To ferve his GOD, the People, and the King, 
With fmgle heart, in ev'ry lawfull thing. 

Confider, how in giving a reward, 
The per/on, more then merit, you regard. 
How often that hath been for private ends, 
Procur'd ; and, with relation unto friends. 
How Offices, and Places are beflowne ; 
How, fome have two or three ; and others, none, 
Who better merit four, if there were any 
Who could be capable of halfe fo many .• 
And, would ye well obferv'd, that this is done. 
As if ye fear'd, as if ye car'd for none ; 
Nor, how, the people, who upon you cry 
For bread, obferve your partiality, 
In giving that to one, who hath no need, 
Which would a thoufand Starvelings,cloath and feed. 

Refufe no juft complaints ; that, men may fee 
You fenfible of their oppreffions bee : 

Yet, 
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Yet, to your felves affume not any caufe. 

Which is determinable by the Lawes, 

In other Cotirts ; unleffe they prove corrupt ; 

Or, till fome difficulty interrupt 

The courfe of Jiijlice there : And, fo provide. 

To try in courfe, what is before you tri'd. 

That you undo not, e're their caufe have end, 

Thofe, who with Proofes, and Counfell, muft attend. 

The fad Petition, which the poore man brings. 

Sleight not, nor make them but meere pocketings. 

Till they are quite worne out, or quite forgot, 

Unleffe purchance your ftore fupplies you not 

With tinder for Tobacco ; and, fo brings 

To memorie againe, fuch triviall things. 

More mind your promifes, of doing right 

To grieved men, when you thereto have might. 

And, let them fee, that your devoiur you do, 

As far, as God enables you thereto. 

Confider how you Legacies beftow 
Before you pay thofe debts, which yet ye owe ; 
Ev'n debts, for which the Publike Faith doth lie 
At Pawne ; and, is difhonoured thereby : 
Debts, for which, your poore Creditors have laine 
In prifon, till, their Freedomes to obtaine. 
They fold their Freeholds, when they had no more 
To live on ; and, had fold their goods before. 
Debts, which they lent you in your greateft feare ; 
And borrowed for you, when diftreft you were. 
Yea, Debts, which they who lent, then lent you too 
Their lives, the publike fervices to do ; 
And, could have loft them, with more joy then they 
Now live to fee, by feeing of this day. 

How eafily, to fome do you afford, 
Beliefe to the ravaile, on their bare word ! 
When, in the felfe-fame cafe you are not moved. 
To do the like for others, who have proved 

E 2 What 
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What they aver'd by vouchers ; no, not when 

It hath been prov'd, by Oathes of honeft men. 

Confider, how, to fome you do allow 

Their dues with interejl, who well enough 

May refpite it ; and, yet the fame deny 

To him, who felt extreame neceffity 

By loofmg part ; by lending of the reft ; 

By borrowing more, for you, on interefl. 

Now four years due ; and, which before he fhall 

In likelihood, be paid ; will eat up all. 

And, let it be confider'd, if it may. 

What tis, to take his liberty away. 

To fine him ; to permit that through the land, 

He for confpiracie, defam'd fhould ftand ; 

And, fuffer much more by their impudence 

Who misinform'd you, of his innocence. 

And all for nought, but, for informing you 

What, he was told ; what, he beleev'd was true ; 

What, he produc'd his author for, with proofe 

Of Part, and circumftances too enough. 

To make all probable ; yea, more, for what 

His Covenant, oblig'd him to relate ; 

And, what his firft Relator did aver. 

And will do, ftill, in each particular. 

Should I propofe, here, as confiderable. 
So many things, to you as I were able, 
I fhould as tedious in the fame become. 
As, many times, Committees, are to fome. 
He therefore fum up all, in wifhing you 
Of thofe things which you know, to make reveivv, 
And fee, if thefe come (hort, in any thing, 
Of thofe, who heretofore mifled the King ; 
Or, if their falfhoods, or mifinformations. 
Were greater caufes, of his aberrations ; 
Or, more difhonour to his Government ; 
Then, thefe have been unto this Parliament, 

Whofe 
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Whofe Pride, Ambition, Malice, Arrogance, 

Whofe Avarice, Selfe-love, and Ignorance, 

Whofe Infolence, or Cowardice, of late, 

Have caus'd fo manie to abhominate 

Them, and their courfes ; and nigh turned all, 

Ev'n all things both Divine, and Temporall, 

Into a Chaos. 'Tis not, as is deemed, 

( And, as perhaps, it hath to many feemed ) 

'Tis not the City, which hath lately made 

Thofe tumults, and thofe uproars you have had. 

'Tis not the Army, whence your mutinies. 

New plots, and new divijions, do arife ; 

And, whereby, mifchiefs daily do encreafe 

To caufe a new adjournment of your Peace ; 

The ParVaments diflaonour ; feparations 

Between the late united BritiJIi Nations ; 

And, ( if it may be poffible j to bring 

The people of both Kingd'omes, and the King, 

Into a further hatred, of each other. 

It is not your Diffenting-parties : neither, 

Thofe whom ye call Malignants ; who were able 

So weak to make you ; fo difhonourable ; 

And, in fo bad a plight, as you are in. 

If your own Members, had not faulty been : 

Nor had your City, or the Army moved. 

In any courfe, which might not be approved. 

If they had felt no influence upon them, 

From higher Pow'rs, which thereunto had won them. 

Nor had fo many men, right well-affe6led, 

(And by whofe purfe, and pow'r, you were prote6led) 

Been drawne into mifaftings, and miftakings, 

( Which falfly are mifconftrued forfakings, 

Of their firfl love) but, that ^& policies 

Of fome among you, drew before their eyes 

Thofe mijls ; and praftifed thoie juggling Jleights, 

Which kept the fafefl courfe, out of their fights. 

E3 And 
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And, what that was, or what that yet, may bee, 
Few, have difcover'd, by ought I can fee : 
But, were it knowne, you could not reftifie 
Thofe things among you, which are now awry, 
Till you reform your felves ; for, well ye know, 
'Fovl/prings above, make filthy ftreams below. 

But, why Ihould I complaine of you fo much ? 
Alas ! you were at firft, begotten fuch ; 
The Fathers of your being, in this Nation, 
Were an unfound, corrupted Generation ; 
And, did begin a Reprefentative, 
As like themfelves, as ever, man alive 
Begot a child : with members, crooked, lame. 
Blind, deaf, and dumb, into the world you came, 
And, fuch, they have continu'd ever fmce : 
Theirs therefore is the Fault ; theirs the offence. 
You that are lawfuU Members, have enough 
Been plagu'd, and troubled with fuch rotten ftuffe : 
And, rather fhould be pitied and aided, 
In helping you, to purge them, then upbraided, 
With their defefts. I therefore, have appear'd. 
That, you, of thofe obJtruSlions, may be clear'd 
Which interrupt ; and, that, whilft there is time. 
You may regain your honour, lofl by them : 
That, I might likewife, help bring back unto you 
The peoples hearts, and make them firme unto you, 
By fliewing them their errors, and, how, they 
To late lofl happineffe, may find their way .• 
And, having found it, how they may perfever, 
By god's afTiftance, in good waies, for ever. 

My purpofe therefore, in what foUowes now. 
Is joyntly, to prefer to them andj/ou, 
Some things confiderable, that may lend 
AfTiftance unto that, which I intend. 
If, good effefts this takes,your cares, and fears. 
Are likely to be fhortned manic years : 

For, 
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For, know, (jOV)^ promifes, and threats, are all 

Contingencies, and but conditionall : 

If you continue mad, the plagues will laft : 

If you repent, they quickly will be paft : 

Let ev'ry one contribute thereunto 

A true endeavour, his owne part to do : 

In what I'm born for, I will do my beft : 

And, when that's done, GOD, fhall perform the reft. 

The reftauration of this Parliament, 
To their due reputation ; to prevent 
The bondage of the People ; and to bring 
All things to right, betwixt you, and your King, 
Is that, wherein, I have with good intention, 
Imploid, long time, the beft of my invention ; 
Yet, there appears no likelihood to me. 
Of faving any one, of all the three. 
From hazzard, or from plagues, that linger fhall. 
But, by a reconciling of them all. 
And, I conceive it will deferve more thank, 
To play the Artiji, then the Mountebank ; 
Who leaves the courfe, that's naturall, and fure ; 
To raife his credit by a defp'rate cure. 
He, that, by way of Chymijlry would aft. 
And, her Three Principles hope to compadt 
Into one Body ; ere he compafTe fliall 
His end, muft firft prepare each Minerall 
Secundum Artem, taking that away. 
Which hinder their incorporation may ; 
And, adding that, which doth unite their natures : 
So, he that would his Trinity of creatures 
Make up again, in one, muft do the fame. 
And, now, about that royall work I am ; 
Which, if I keep a rightly tempred jf?r^'. 
Will bring forth that produ£lion I defire. 

With Salt of true fmceritie, and reafon. 
Your hearts, and underftandings, I would feafon ; 

E 4 With 
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With Sulphur of true Magnanimity, 
Or Courage ; with the perfeft Mercury 
Of Chriftian Prudence, I will temperate, 
And, fo effentially incorporate 
Thefe, throughout all your Faculties, that none 
Should hinder that, which I am driving on ; 
And, therefore, have proje6led a conclufion 
Wherein, Fie firft begin with an Infufion ; 
Oh, lend me but fome water from your eyes. 
Wherewith to make it; and it (hallfuffice. 

Lamemt, Lement your errors, and begin 
To fee, what great diJlraSlions you are in. 
Of thofe Precipitations, take more heed. 
Whereto you now are hafting on with fpeed ; 
Obferve how bufily in felfe^deftroying, 
And, raifmg works, againft a free enjoying 
Of your owne Peace you are. Confider on 
Your purpofes ; and that which you have done ; 
And mark, if either thofe things you purfue. 
Or, yet intend, are like to profit you, 
Whilft ev'ry man, ( though better be profeft ) 
Aimes, but at his owne fingle intereft. 
By moft among you, that is lead intended, 
Which he in outward feeming, hath befriended. 
By making {how, of things that fliould be done, 
For publike profit, you fo carry on. 
Your private intereft, that verie few 
The generall advantages purfue : 
Yea, King, Priejl, People, Commoner and Peere, 
So wilfully, to their own claimes adhere, 
That, they will much indanger altogether ; 
And, prove like fire, and fewell to each other, 
If, God, prevent not, by z. felfe-denying \ 
And, by a more confiderate complying. 

Give heed to thofe Predictions, which foretold 
Upon good grounds, what, now, yee do behold 

To 
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To be fullfil'd ; and, which, behold ye may 
To be fullfilling on you, ev'rie day ; 
And, think not, though you them, or him disdaine 
Who fpake them, that, they were foretold in vaine. 
Mark how all Parties, and all Fusions, run 
Thofe courfes, wherein, others were undone, 
Whom they impeached, and condemned, too. 
But fome few months before, for doing fo. 

Remember, and confider, fmce this War 
Did iirft begin, how many changes are 
To be obferv'd : How inconfiderable 
The meanes, and Perfons were, who did enable 
Your weakned Parties ; and oft gave them life 
When they were ftooping, almoft, paft releef ; 
And think it poffible, there may befall 
Another change, when you feem fure of all ; 
Becaufe, you neither credit what is told ; 
Nor heedfull are, of that which you behold. 

Remember and confider, what faire hopes 
( When an affurance, almoft, crown'd their tops, ) 
Have unto nothing vanifh'd : what brave fhowes 
Oi Martiall fortitude, againftyour foes; 
Of zealous faithfulneffe unto the State, 
And piety to God, have fail'd of late ; 
And left benighted, an afcending Fame 
Before 'twas noone, within a cloud of (hame. 
And think how poffible, it may be, yet. 
To fee new Jiormes, before the fun be fet : 
For, that which hath been, you againe may fee, 
As long, as in the felfefame round you bee. 

Remember, and confider, in what fear. 
You have been in, what things then vowed were ; 
What Holinejfe, you feemed to pretend ; 
What caufe, you then protefted to befriend ; 
What warnings, and what caveats have been given, 
By judgements, mercies ; yea, by men, and heaven : 

What, 
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What private, and what -gv^Xke. fafting dales, 
What times of giving folemne thanks, and praife, 
Have celebrated been, without that fruit 
Which either with Humility, may fuit, 
Or, with true Gratitude : and when you fee 
How full of filthineffe, your bed workes bee, 
Think, what your worft may prove ; and, what event 
Will follow them, unleffe you fhall repent. 
When, thefe things you have thought upon, then mind 
Whereto, yonr promi/es, have you defign'd. 
What fearfull Imprecations, you have made ; 
What wonderful! proteSlions, you have had ; 
What witneffes there Bre, of what you do ; 
What forraign foes ; what foes domeftick too, 
Expeft advantage : And, fuch things, as thefe 
VVhen you have thought on, with due ferioufneffe. 
Think, alfo, what may thereupon redound, 
If, falfhood in your hearts, be likewife found ; 
And, when you have provoked GOD, and men. 
What plagues, and horrors, will furprize you then. 

Remember, and confider, with what lyings. 
What perjuries, what falfhoods and complyings 
With wicked men and meanes, you have affaid 
To perfeft thofe dejignes, which you have laid ; 
How, ev'rie Fa£llon, takes delight to jeer 
At their own fhame, and, to relate and heare 
With merriment, each others wickedneffe, 
And, what the fcurrill Pamphleters expreffe. 
To their reproach, when they fhould rather mourne. 
Then impudently laugh themfelves to fcorne : 
Beleeve it, till Authority prefcribes 
A mul6t for liers (chiefly lying Scribes) 
And take more notice of that fleighted fm. 
Which one prime caufe of all your ftrifes have bin. 
Peace will not fettle ; for, when one warr's done. 
Another, by a lie, may be begun. 

Weigh, 
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Weigh, and confider, of what Tyrannies, 
Of what prophaneneffe, of what blafphemies. 
Of how much malice, and of what black crimes. 
You have been guilty, (ev'n in thefe fad times) 
On either fide. And, when you well have thought 
On thefe things ; think likewife, how much you ought 
To grieve, and to repent, that, God might fpare 
Thofe thteatned judgements, which deferved are ; 
For, 'tis meere madneffe, to expe6l his grace, 
Or look for Peace, fo long, as in the face 
Of men, and Angells, you perfift in evills, 
As if you thought, there were nor GOD, nor Devills. 

Think, and confider, with a ferious thought. 
To what a giddie pofture all is brought ; 
In what confufion, your affaires you fee, 
In what amazements, now, the wifeft bee ; 
In what a feare, the valiant, and the ftrong, 
Now are, or will be, ere it fhall be long ; 
How manifold, your fub-divifions are ; 
What fymptomes of deftruftion do appeare ; 
How impudently ftill, you palliate 
The falfhooes of thofe Members of the State, 
And, of thofe Agents, who abufe their truft ; 
How all things, out of order, they do thruft, 
Through want of Juftice ; how, they daily fad 
Mens hearts; & how, when they have made them jnad, 
They punifh them, becaufe, they could not ufe 
Thofe wits, which their oppreffions made them lofe. 

Mark, and confider, with what fhamelefneffe, 
Your Holy Flatt'rers, do bepaint and dreffe 
Their Patrons in the Parliament, as tho 
It were not poffible they fliould mifdo : 
How others, make the Army, at the lead, 
S. Michael, and his Angells ; how, the refl, 
So impudently do extoll the King, 
As if he were a Saint in ev'rie thing. 

And 
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And, needed no repentance, for ought done, 

In former time, or fmce this Warre begun ; 

And, while fuch daubings are, confider you. 

If penitence be likely to enfue, 

Or wilfulneffe ; and therewith mind I pray, 

Which of the two are Traytors, either they 

Who, mind a mifled King, or ParVainent, 

Of thofe things which deftruftion may prevent ; 

Or, they, who fawne, and flatter them to hell, 

By calling evill doings, doing well : 

They, who by Jujlice would uphold the Throne \ 

Or, they, who praife men for what pulls it downe. 

When thefe things are confider' d, then to mend 
What is amiffe, your beft endeavours bend. 
Let all thofe caxjyaXS. policies, by which 
The world your undern:andings doth bewitch, 
Be laid afide : let thofe defignes wherein 
'Tis evidently feen, that you have been 
Without fucceffe ; be quite by you abjur'd : 
Yea, fmce experience often hath affur'd 
That, thofe effedls, which you have had thereby. 
Did ftill exafperate, and multiply 
Your fears, and griefs ; mind, what experience fhowes, 
And, truft no more, fuch broken reeds as thofe. 

To no Dijfenting-party be unjuft ; 
Nor falfifie fo much, the Common-truji, 
As by your private mutuall promifes, 
To barter for your owne advantages ; 
Or, in your Treaties, at the publike cofl. 
To feek our felves, till you, and all is loft .• 
But, ftill in your proceedings, let pure Truth 
Preferved be, both in your heart and mouth ; 
So, God, who marketh, what you a6l and fay. 
Will help to guide you, out of your dark way ; 
Advance that Kingdome, whereto you pretend ; 
And, make your greateft enemie, your friend : 

Yea, 
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Yea, make among you, Truth, and Peace prevaile 
Though King and Parliament, your hopes may faile. 

Efchew Hypocrijie ; "take heed of Pride, 
And, of what thing foever may divide 
The people, th' Army, or the Parliament ; 
And them into thofe new Divijions rent. 
Which at this prefent are of many feared ; 
And, for which, Engines are in fecret reared. 
But, chiefly at this time, think not in vaine, 
On that State- Principle, Divide, and Reigne. 
For, at this Junfture, thereupon depends 
Your welfare ; and your Adverfaries ends. 
Whatever, therefore, fhall be now advis'd 
By others, let not this note be defpis'd ; 
Take heed of an Adjournmint, till you fee 
The Kingdomes in a better pofture bee ; 
Left, when you are divided from each other, 
You lofe the meanes to meet againe together, 
By fome contrivance ; and, by fomewhat done, 
Which at this prefent day you think not on. 
Though all are much to blame, let all provide 
Their beft expedients, to amend, or hide 
Thofe failings in each other, which will fpread 
No further, by their being covered. 
Forgive, ( as much as may be ) one another ; 
That love may knit your fcatter'd force together : 
Left, on a fudden, fome prevailing pow'r, 
Not yet appearing, all at once devour. 

Let neither Parliament, nor People fpare 
To keep themfelves in armes, as yet they are : 
For, though the burden, greivous may be thought, 
Your fafety will not be fo dearly bought. 
As your deftruflion may. Let now, likewife 
All Pow'rs, all Councells, and Authorities, 
Ufe ev'ry prudent way, and means, whereby 
The people may not feare a Tyranny ; 

Nor 
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Nor feel a.prefent weight, which may appeare 
A greater Burtlien, then the thing they feare. 
But, ufe all cautions, to impofe it fo. 
That, fuch as lay it, may help bear it too ; 
So, fhall the people know, 'tis laid on them. 
For their owne fafety ; and, but for a time. 
And, that, the threefold Cable be not broke. 
Which holds your Anchor, let all care be tooke ; 
That, City, Shires, and Army, yeeld and give 
( As to their Bulworke, and Prefervative, 
Next under GOD ) unto this Parl'ament 
Refpeft, obedience, and each complement 
Of duty, which may re-enable them. 
To vindicate their honour, and efteem. 
From thofe obliquities, now thereon throwne 
By others, and fome Members of it owne : 
Yea, though fome part thereof, hath been to blame, 
( As all Terreftrialls are ) know ; that, their fhame 
And fuffrings, will be yours ; know, that the fault 
Is your, that many of their Members halt : 
Know, that, their Foes, who feek to aggravate 
Their crimes to you, have done it out of hate 
To them, and you ; and, not with an intent. 
That you fliould leffe be greev'd, or they repent : 
But, that, you fhould be mad, and make them roome, 
Into their places back againe to come, 
And double your OppreJJiotis : which, the while 
With tears they pity, like the Crocodile. 

Yea, know ; that, if you in this florme, forfake 
This Veffell, ( though it bruized be, and leake ) 
Your Fortunes, will be therewith fhipwrackt found, 
If that fink, you fhall certainly be drown'd. 
For, in this tome, and ancient Veffell lies 
That, which muft free you from the flaveries 
You have been in ; and, keep you likewife, free 
From thofe, in which, you are afraid to bee. 

Herein 
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Herein, are all yourjiores, for war and peace. 

Of fafety, honour ; and, of Trades encreafe : 

And, therefore joyne with courage ; ufe your pow'rs, 

Wit, wealth, and, ev'ry facultie of yours, 

To flop the leakes, which it hath lately fprung, 

To keep it tite, and make it faire and ftrong. 

Oh, all you, who have th.GYein fraught, ovjhare. 
Whether, ye Mafters, Captains, Pilots are, 
Cape-Majiers, Souldiers, Sailers, Pajfengers, 
Or, ( as all fome way are ) Adventurers ; 
Confider, I befeech you, what a loffe 
There would befall, if fome i:iewJiorme Ihould toffe 
This Vejfell on the Rocks : Or, if there fhould 
Some Traytors, in her Cabines, or her hold. 
Lie clofely, unfufpefted, or unfeen. 
And blow up all her Decks, and Magazeene, 
By fome concealed traine ; or, fpring a Leake 
About the keel, whilft you unwifely feek, 
( With quarrelling ) for vailes, or private fhares, 
Amongft the defperateft Mutineers. 

Thejlaves, your pris'ners, and amongfl the reft, 
Your Malecontents, it may be, will fuggeft 
That, your Commanders, and your Pilots may 
Make prizes of you ; and, take all away 
By Arbitrary Poiidr : For there are fome 
Who (hoping, if you jealous will become. 
It would efife6l their ends ) have whifperings. 
Among their other mifchiefe-breeding things. 
To this effeft ; that, if you make them ftrong, 
They will improve that ftrength, unto your wrong. 
And, faile your truft. But, dreame not ; think not fo, 
Nor, erre you, from your duties, though they do. 
What change in them foever, might be wrought ; 
What e're they do, yet do you what you ought. 
Keep to your Principles, though they may range ; 
Saile by the fame Card; though the winds do change ; 

And, 
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And, that you may not fear what will enfue, 
Look back, a little, and things pad review. 

When, lately, by an Arbitrary might 
You were oppreft, and in fo great 3,Jiraigkt, 
That you perceiv'd no meanes your felves to free, 
From your opprefllons ; nor ought like to bee, 
Whereby, to fcape from thrall you fhould be able ; 
( Without attempts, then deemed treafonable ) 
Loe then, ev'n at that time ; and, when your King 
A double Chaine on you, affay'd to bring. 
And thought, together in one teame to yoke, 
His Oxen, and his AJjfes ; then GOD broke 
The Royall fnare : and, wonderfully wrought. 
For your deliverance, to paffe he brought 
By what was never call'd to that intent ; 
By what, which never more to call he meant ; 
Ev'n by a Parlament : to which he gave 
A pow'r to be, whilft deing it would have ; 
With Priviledges, which by Pow'r divine, 
Were made deftruftive, to his owne dejigne : 
For, law/uil pow'r it got, and juft occafion. 
To arme againft a tyrannous invafion ; 
And, your eftates, and freedomes were defended 
By that, which for a mifchiefe, was intended. 
So, if this Pari' anient degenerate 
From what it fhould be, and from what of late, 
You thought it was ; and, fhall imploy that pow'r 
Which was from you receiv'd ; and which is your, 
To raife themfelves, upon a publike wrong ; 
GOD, them will break, when they appear moft ftrong ; 
Caufe thofe, whom they depend on, to deceive them ; 
Of all their expectations, quite bereave them ; 
And by fome lawfuU way, which yet appears 
To no mans eye, preferve you from your fears. 
For, ev'ry tyrannizing pow'r fhall clafh 
Againft each other, and to peices dafh. 

All 
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All thofe, and their defignes, who fhall comply 
With any inftruments of Tyranny ; 
That paffage may be made, to raife up that 
Which is the ftrength and honour of a State. 

If yet, your former doubtings be not paft. 
But that th'afperfions, which on them are caft, 
Whom GOD for your deliverers hath chofe. 
Hath fhooke you from ybur confidence in thofe ; 
Or if defe6ls, which may be found in them, 
Do either urge, or tempt you to contemne 
Such injlruments ; and in your hearts to fay, 
Can thefe menfave us ? Mindfull be, I pray, 
What perfons, to your aid, GOD, firft did call ; 
By what fleight meanes he hath effefted all 
Your conquefts. Yea, by what contrary things 
His works, he, often to perfeflion brings. 
Confider how this Army was defpis'd 
And fcorned, when it was firfl modelliz'd / 
How, likely, were they, whom you firfl did gather 
To be your guard, to be your mine, rather 
Then to defend you f how, did they proteft. 
And rage, when they againft their wills were preft.^ 
With how much weakneffe was that work begun ? 
And, yet, thereby what wonders hath God done ? 
How, hath he added unto your prevailings, 
By them, though they their errors had and failings.' 
How, hath he humbled you by their great pride, 
Whofe feeming vertues you have glorifi'd ? 
That, you may fee a.pow'r fo excellent, 
Knowes how to work with any injlrument : 
That, you may find there are fome things defpis'd, 
Which have deferved, better to be priz'd ; 
That you may learne in weake meanes, not to feare ; 
Nor trufl too much, in thofe that mighty are ; 
That, you may know, if your owne waies be ftreight, 
You may be fafe^ though others go not right ; 

F And, 
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And, though you will not know it ; they who live 
By faith, the truth of thefe things do perceive ; 
And, would in GOD, find out a pleace to dwell. 
Though, there were neither Jieav'Ti, earth nor hell. 

Their credit muft be kept, their /owV obey'd, 
On whom your truft, and Guardian/hip is laid ; 
And from that duty, none can be excus'd. 
Though fome among them, have that truft abus'd : 
For, as he is a man, that hath a foule, 
Although his body, he with Ulcers fowle, 
Maim'd, blind and deafe ; and, may from you thereby, 
Claime all the duties of your charity .■ 
So, though the Body Reprefentative, 
May wounds, and many blemifhes receive ; 
Yet, therein, is the foule of Government: 
And, therefore, all you whom they reprefent, 
Obedience owe thereto, in ev'ry thing ; 
Excepting an obedience that may bring 
Thofe publike hazzards, which are fo apparent. 
That in themfelves, they bring a fealed Warrant 
Of difobligement : And, in thofe things too, 
So muft you then proceed, in what ye do, 
That your owne confciences may truly fay. 
Obedience, onely, made you difobey i 
And, that, the world may fee, by yo\xx proceed. 
That GOD, and Jtt/iice, hath approv'd the deed. 

Though crack'd, yourBulworkhe, and faulty grown ; 
This is no time, to fleight, or pull it downe : 
But, to repaire it rather, left you leave 
Your felves unguarded, and a blow receive. 
This is no time to fliake the Reputation 
Of thofe, who are your onely prefervation ; 
But, rather, to uphold it, by removing 
The fcandalous ; by cherifhing, approving, 
And ftrength'ning thofe, among them, by whofe wit, 
And honejly, they have a being yet. 

Informe 



82 



Lea.2. BRITANNICA. 79 

Informe them better, who are much abus'd, 
( By falfe opinions, into them infus'd ) 
And, thereupon your Supreme Court defame ; 
As doing, arbitrarily, the fame, 
Which, was denied lawfull in the King : 
For, they fhould know, that ev'n the felfe-fame thing 
May be both juft, and unjuft : He, doth take 
Unlawfully, your goods, a prize to make, 
To fatisfie his luft, or, to deftroy 
Thofe Freedomes, and thofe Rights, you fhould injoy : 
They, take a portion, from you, orderly, 
( And thereto forced by neceffity ) 
To fave your priviledges ; and, prevent 
The loffe of all, by that, which he hath fpent. 

Their a6Uons, are not bounded, in that Law, 
Whereby, men out of ParVament fhould draw 
The Line of their proceedings ; But, by that 
Which is the firft foundation of a State : 
By that Supreme Law, whereby pow'r they had. 
To make or change the Lawes, alreadie made ; 
And, for the Publike-fafety, to provide .- 
By that Law, they muft aft ; and, are not ti'd 
To any other, when, neceffity 
Shall, for the weale of your Community, 
The contrary require : For, otherwife. 
They meet in vaine, about thofe remedies. 
Which are defir'd ; and, do but time employ 
To marre the benefit they would enjoy ; 
And, ftrengthen Tyrants, in their ufurpations 
Upon the Rights and Freedomes, of the Nations. 
Let no man therefore fay, when they fhall vary 
From former Lawes, their A£ls are arbitrary, 
Injurioufly ; fmce, your experience fees, 
That flrong neceffity, at fometimes frees, 
Ev'n private perfons from adhering to. 
The Letter of the Laiv, in what they do. 

F2 The 
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The mannaging of Publike Interejls, 
In iki Agents reputation, much confifts. 
'Tis Reputation, makes a Kingdome ftrong, 
And rich ; and keeps it from affronts, and wrong. 
'Tis that which maketh Lawes : For, neither wit 
Nor humane Po-ufr, are able to forget 
That Priviledge; becaufe, \iPonJr {hould make them 
A greater Pow'rjhy right oiPow'r, would break them. 
If Wit, and Reason, would a lawe devife, 
There are fo many, feeming to be wife. 
That they would make fuch over-long debates, 
And work fo varioufly, in fev'rall pates. 
That, if to make a Law, fome fhould agree, 
By others, it fhould ftraight repealed bee. 
And, if more Settlement, were not obtain'd, 
By Reputation, then, there can be gain'd 
By Pow'r, and Wit, or, Reafon ; you, would never 
Agree ; but, fight, or elfe, debate for ever. 

Take therefore, of their good repute, a care, 
On whofe repute, your Safeties builded are : 
For, when that once is lofb ; it proveth not 
A Jewell, which may eafily be got ; 
Nor, is there zxiy precious Jlone, yet knowne 
That gives a fairer luftre to a Crowne. 
With Reputation may z. Jingle man 
Do more fometime, them twenty thoufands can. 
A Cities uproars, fooner it reftraines. 
Then all their Scarlet Gownes, and Golden Chains : 
And dares make ftand, the peoples rage to flay. 
When Wit, and Wealth and Titles run away : 
Yea, calmes them fooner ; and fcapes better too, 
Then honejly, and innocency do. 

I know not any thing that can fo foone. 
Bring univerfall Difcords into tune : 
Nor, know I ought, that's in it felf fo vaine, 
And empty, which doth fo much pow'r obtaine 
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In humane aftions ; and, there is not now, 
A Nation, whom it more concernes then you, 
( Confid'ring, what your prefent poftures are ) 
To keep your Senates reputation cleare. 

For, fhould I fhew your poftures in a glaffe, 
No Puppet-play, that ere devifed was 
Came neere it ; neither did you ever fee 
An Antick hke that fhew, which there would bee : 
Such fruitleffe hopes, fuch fears, fuch mimick a6lions. 
Such turnings, windings, fidings, fuch diftra6lions, 
Were never reprefented, on the Stage 
Of anie Common-wealth, in anie Age. 
There you Ihould view a thoufand contradiftions, 
A thoufand fancies, fooleries, and fi6lions. 
Repeated, perfonated, fworne, beleeved ; 
And, men, accordingly, made glad or greeved ; 
And, a6ling that in their falfe joy, and forrow. 
Which they muft backward aft againe to morrow. 
From Ireland, this man bringeth heavy newes ; 
From Scotland, that man little better fhewes ; 
One tells what Plots, are in the City laid : 
Another, of the Army, what is faid. 
A third .with an affrighted look, doth bring 
A tale of fome dejignement, with the King, 
By Scots, and by Malignants ; and, then ftands 
As if he had new purchas'd Bifhops Lands. 
A fourth is much difmayed by fome tales 
Of rifmgs in the Counties, and in Wales ; 
As if he fear'd a fudden feparation 
From fomewhat, which he holds by Sequejlration. 
A fifth hath heard from Holland, or from France, 
He knowes not what, yet fall, into a trance, 
As if his confcience knew of fomwhat done, 
Which he then wifht, had never been begun. 
Another fhewes, another way, his folly. 
And looks as fadly, and as melancholy, 
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As if he were furprized with a dread 
Of lofing fome gredit place, or, of his head. 
And, at the turning of the wind or tide, 
Upon fome pleafing newes on t'other fide. 
Starts up as they do, when a Piper plaies. 
Who, have been bitten by Tarantula's 

You, would not, thus, with ev'ry novell noife 
Be fill'd with Panick fears, and gannick joyes ; 
Or, moved be, with ought, which others did, 
If you, your owne affaires, would better heed. 
This, would not be, were men imploid about 
Internall things, as on thofe things without ; 
Nor would they be fo giddily affrighted, 
With things abroad, if things at home be righted. 
He, that his way, with foberneffe doth go. 
Dreads not the furious marching of a foe. 
He, who takes care to keep his confcience clear, 
Shakes not, when evill tidings he doth hear. 
He, that endeavours warrantable things. 
Fears not the pow'r of Senators or Kings ; 
Nor, fhould you ever need to feare a jot 
What by the Welch, or IriJJi, French, or Scot 
Could be defign'd or done ; or, what the King 
With all his party, to efife6t could bring ; 
Nor, what an open, or a fecret foe. 
By pow'r, or by his policy, could do. 
Either within thefe Ilands, or abroad. 
If you repofe true confidence in GOD ; 
And, give him, but fmcere, and contrite hearts 
To joyn, with him, in a6ling of your parts : 
No, though your flips, and Ignorances were 
As many, and as great, as now they are. 

Let all the fev'rall Nations of thefe lies, 
Who liv'd in love, and Amity, ere whiles. 
Unite againe, and feek each others peace ; 
That, their encreafmg ftrifes, and plagues may ceafe. 

Let, 
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Let, our Welch-Britans, ( who their aftions fquare 

By thofe things, which they but fufpeft, or heare) 

Recover, fo much, of their humane reafon. 

As teaches them, a difference 'twixt Treafon, 

And Lawes of Nature; that it may make place. 

To bring them nearer ; to the law of Grace. 

That, fo, they may not, ftill, beleeve, and doe, 

Both by implicite Faith, and reafon, too : 

For, when they truly know what doth belong 

Unto themfelves, and, their owne right and wrong. 

They, will the fooner, be informed, then, 

What duties doe belong to other men ; 

And, grow more wife, by this Epitomie 

Of Lawes divine, and true morality ; 

Do, as yee would be done to, then, all they 

Who pore upon their Law books ev'ry day ; 

And, would be thought experienced, in all 

Lawes Cannon, Civill, and Municipall. 

If this advice they follow, they fliall dwell 

In fafety on their hills, and live as well 

Among their vallies and their Glins, in Wales, 

As on the fruitful'ft Southerne Downes, and Dales. 

Then let them pradlife it ; and not call to them, 

A wafting defolation, to undo them. 

Let them not woo, uncivill civill wars. 

To clime up to their Mountaines, Rocks and skars : 

For, if they find them rich, they'l leave them poore ; 

If needy, they will make them need the more ; 

They bring, the worft, into a worfe eftate ; 

And crafh the Bones, where they can fuck no fat. 

Let your Scotch-Britans, fo infift upon 
Their intereft, that, nothing may be done, 
Againft their Brethrens rights ; and, fo preferve 
Their Leauges, that willfully, they do not fwerve 
From any Branch thereof ; and let them fo 
Obferve ^&. Covenant, as men that know 

F4 The 
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The letter of it, or, a circumjlance, 
Is not to be purfued to th'advance. 
Or anyfenfe oxpra£life, which may lame 
The ejfence, and intentions of the fame. 
For, if they make the letter to extend. 
Beyond the true intentions, and the end 
Of what was covenanted ; and, fo weaken 
That intereft for which the fame was taken, 
They are deceivers, and worfe hypocrites 
Then were of old, the cunning Gibeonites. 

Let, therefore, that ftout Nation well advife 
Among themfelves, wherein the diffrence lies 
Betwixt the Kingdoms ; left, perhaps, it drawes 
A mifchief on both Nations, without caufe ; 
And, bring on thofe ingagements, which may lofe 
The love, the peace, the honour, and thofe dues 
Which now are claim'd ; &, make them lofe their blood. 
And Countrey too, as far as it is good. 

Let them not think, that their accommodation, 
The profit, or advantage of one Nation, 
Prefer'd fhould be, in any thing at all. 
Before thefe IJlands weal in generall. 
Let them feek nothing, but what lujlice may 
Allow them ; left ftie take both that away. 
On which they feiz'd ; and, therewith, iall the reft. 
Which, formerly was lawfully poffeft. 
¥or,yuJiice more fecures, and more enriches 
Then policj/, although that more bewitches : 
And, neither wealth, nor honour, can be loft. 
By honejty ; though fometime ftie be croft. 

That Nation have done well, to think upon 
The bringing of the King back to his Throne ; 
If from right Principles the motion came : 
But, on them it would bring perpetuall fliame, 
If they recall'd him, without penitence 
Of thofe faults, for which they firft drove him thence. 

For, 
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For, that they quarrell'd with him firft, none doubt ; 
And, they were with the laft, who pull'd him out. 

That people is too wife, to call him home, 
Ere he fliall truly penitent become ; 
And by fome fatisfying expiations, 
Hath perfe6lly fecured both the Nations : 
For, if he bring the fame heart back, they know, 
He will, as foon as he fhall able grow, 
Avenge himfelf on them, as upon thofe. 
Who were the firft, from whom his troubles rofe. 

Let them not give their friends juft caufe to lay 
That to their charge, which Foes of them do fay, 
Their Brethrens portion, let them not envy ; 
Or, look upon it with an evill eye ; 
Nor, let our Englijh haughtily, defpife 
Their Northerne Brethrens kind compliances ; 
Or, Height their friendfhip; or, (puft up with pride) 
Their want of fuperfluities, deride : 
But, by how much more GOD, hath feem'd to bleffe, 
Their Clymate, with a greater fruitfulneffe. 
So much the more, refpe<5lively, let them 
Be carefull, that they no way do contemn 
Their Lot ; left GOD, for that ingratitude 
Juftly permit fome other to intrude 
On their inheritance ; and, make them glad 
To feek worfe habitations, then they had. 
Yea, let both Nations ftrive with all their mights, 
To fortifie each other in their Rights ; 
And be affur'd, that which of them foever 
Shall firft to break ther late fworn League endeavour, 
Shall both be ruin'd ; and, if both make void 
Their folemn Vowes, then both fhall be deftroy'd. 

Let both remember well, that Covenant, 
Which they have fworn ; and,how much yet they want 
Of perfecting their Vowes to God, and Man ; 
That they may keep them better, if they can. 

Know; 
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Know ; you have entred into leauge together, 
Not to infnare, but to fecure each other : 
And, that your Treaties, were not to get more 
From one or t'other, then they had before, 
But, that, thereby, they ftronger might be made, 
Againft him, who, did all their rights invade. 

Know, that your Covenant was not contrived, 
That Chrijlian liberty fhould be deprived : 
Or make that for a Jus divinum go. 
Which neither was, nor can be proved fo. 
Or, to compell men to renounce, admit ; 
Or, to accord, as thofe, or thefe, thought fit ; 
( Or, as the beft reformed Churches had it ) 
Ought further then GODS word authentick made it. 
It is not poflible that any Nation 
Should make a vow, upon confideration. 
To pin their Faith upon anothers fleeve ; 
Things to profeffe, which they cannot beleeve ; 
To pra6life, what their confciences abhor, 
And what they find, no lawfull warrant for ; 
But, fure their meaning was, men fhould alTay 
To get the truths perfeftion if they may. 
Till otherwife, they find it ; to adhere 
To thofe as truths, which truths to them appeare ; 
That, from compulfion, all men fhould be free, 
Where doubtings are, till they decided be ; 
And, that, your vow injoyned none to do, 
More, then their ^ow'r, and place, oblig'd him too. 

Let both remember, that, they vowed have 
The Per/on of the JCifzg, from harme to fave ; 
His honour to preferve ( and what belongs 
To him, of right ) from violence, and wrongs : 
But, this remember, too, that, when you made 
This vow, you likewife, refolutions had. 
That, therein, his proteftion Ihould extend, 
No further, then you thereby might defend 

The 
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The Kingdomes priveledges, and maintaine 
Thofe rights, which to the people appertaine : 
For, els, you (hall betray your greateft truft. 
And, prove but hypocritically juft. 
Remember, you have vowed to endeavour 
To bring to publike triall, whomfoever 
You fhall difcover, either to divide 
The Kingdomes, or, to make the people fide 
In faftions ; and, that, you have vow'd to ftrive 
( As you are able ) that, they may receive 
Due punilhment ; And, mark, if you have bin 
As faithfull, as you promifed therein. 

Halt not 'twixt two opinions, as ye do ; 
If Baal be to be ferv'd, let it be fo. 
Either, you have a pow'r, or you have none : 
If none ; why aft yee, ftill, as ye have done ? 
Either your King, or you, deferveth blame : 
If you have traitors been, repent the fame ; 
Acknowledge it ; fubmit, implore for grace ; 
And let him take againe, his pow'r and place. 
If he, as much demerit, as you fay ; 
Do not your truft, and your owne lives betray ; 
But, quit your felves like men, and do your beft 
To vindicate their caufe, who are oppreft. 
If both be faulty, then, let both amend ; 
Left, both be quite deftroyed in the end. 
If, you have drove the naile unto the head. 
There clinch it ; let no more be done, or faid : 
For, why fhould this brave IJland be deftroid, 
That in the mean time, fome fhould be imploid 
Thereby to raife themfelves f and, to prepare 
Well-feather'd nefts, perhaps, fome otherwhere .■' 
Thofe evill Counfellers, which late appear'd 
To be about the King, may now be fear'd 
To be among your felves ; and, they of whom 
The King, was made moft fearfuU to become, 

Have 
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Have now compli'd with him ; and, juftly may 
King, People, Scotch, and Englijh, if they weigh 
What hath been done, fliake hands, and well agree; 
For, they are all, as like, as like can be. 

Come, come, repent together, and forgive ; 
For there's no other means, in peace to live ; 
And, when you are forgiving, let all fhare 
A part of Mercy, who repentant are. 
Let, our feduced Irijh, who, among 
The reft, are yet involved in the throng 
Of murth'rous Rebells ; but have guiltleffe bin 
Of their inhumane, and loud crying fin. 
Find fome Gate open, whereby they might gaine 
An entrance, your forgiveneffe to obtaine ; 
( Upon repentance, and on evidence, 
Produced, differencing their offence : ) 
For, fome of them affifted, to their might. 
Their brethren, in their terrified flight, 
Againft deftroiers ; and in fecret flood 
Betwixt them, and the feekers of their blood. 
Some of them, then, fo far forth as they durft , 
Releev'd them in their hunger, and their thirfl ; 
Cover'd their nakedneffe ; and them convei'd 
(From thofe, by whom they fhould have been betraid) 
To Townes, and Ports, wherein they might avoid 
That rage, whereby they had been els deftroid. 

If thefe, withdraw themfelves, and back recede 
From them whofe hands in blood were deeply di'd; 
Receive them unto mercy ; that, you may 
By juftice, therewith mixed, take away 
That Kingdomes guilt ; and, put a difference 
Betwixt ihe/tnaller, and the great offence. 
That, they, whom other men did hurry on, 
Againft their wills, to be with them undone. 
May find a paffage out of tliat diftreffe 
Which they are in, by others wickedneffe ; 

And, 
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And, that repentance, may not be without 
A comfortable hope of fome good fruit, 
To ev'ry Jinner, when he fhall endeavour 
A reformation, at what time foever. 

By this courfe, you fhall make the freer paffe, 
For your owne felves, unto the Throne of grace : 
By this courfe, you fhall greatly weaken thofe 
Who, are your willfuU unrepentant foes ; 
And,ftrengthen much their hands, who have been true 
To GOD, unto their Countrey, and to you. 
It may be, too, fuUfil'd fhall be, thereby, 
That antient well knowne Irifh Prophecy, 
By which, unto that Nation, 'twas foretold. 
That, there would come a time, wherein they fhould 
Weepe ore your Englifh Graves : For fome, no doubt. 
Already, tears of pitty have powr'd out ; 
Ev'n when they faw the cruell butcheries 
Of guiitleffe Englifhmen, before their eies f 
And, now, fliall ore their Graves, for their offence 
Shed tears again, through heartie penitence. 

Let thofe diffenting Parties, and thofe Factions 
Which, long have multiplied your Diffractions, 
Leave of thofe many names oi feparations. 
Of fcorn, and difefteem, which in thefe Nations 
Do now abound, and wherewith you provoke 
Each other ; and, whereby the peace is broke, 
And malice nouriflied : for they prolong 
Your difcords, by a ftili renewing wrong. 

Let, not all thofe, who term d, of late, have been 
Maiignants, find that name, ftill fet between 
Themfelves, and others, when they have affaid 
To make amends, and their redemption paid. 
For, by that Bar, you keep the Breach unclofed 
'Twixt them, whofe quarrells might els be compofed. 
For fuch of them, as only were mifled 
In judgement, have not thereby forfeited 
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Their honeftie ; as all thofe men have done 
Who wilfully, and knowingly went on. 
Nor, halfe fo much as thofe, who have compli'd 
With both fides ; or, been falfe to either fide. 
Yet, truft them not with powW, till you have tri'd 
Their truth ; and, till your Peace is fortifi'd. 

Let Innocents, defend their reputations, 
As freely, as Knaves make their accufations. 
Good turnes vouchfafe, to honeft men fometime. 
As willingly, as you do mifchieve them : 
For, to undo a man, you foone give ear ; 
Have tongues to fpeak, and leifure time to hear, 
Within an houres warning ; but, before 
You heare him for his good, a yeare, and more, 
Yea, fometimes three, four, five, confumed be, 
Yet neither end, nor hope of end, hath he. 
Let thofe who for yoxxv fervice, fit are knowne. 
Both by abilities, and courage fhowne ; 
Thofe, who for you, their lives have hazarded ; 
Contributed, and lent their childrens bread ; 
For your fakes, brought themfelves, and families 
From plenty, to extreme necefTities, (them, 

(Through want of that refpeft, which you fhould fhow 
Till you have means to pay them what you owe them. 

Let thofe, not like old flioes, be hurled by, 
As if they were not worth your memory, 
Or fit for nothing ; when malignant Jacks, 
Who laugh, and jeere at you behind your backs, 
Can fill fo manie places ; and grow rich, 
Whilfl better men, lie ftarving in a ditch. 
If fpent your Trea/ure be, then let them fhare 
In your Imployments, till you abler are 
To pay them what is due ; So, you fhall eafe them : 
So, you, with hope of better, fhall well pleafe them : 
So, you, in life, and health, may then fuflaine, 
Till you have need of honefl men againe : 

For, 
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For, when their Countrey wants help, thefe, are they 
Who will not faile her, though them faile fhe may. 

Take thefe laft words among you, where they fall ; 
And, as occafion, make them ufefull fhall : 
For, your confujion fo confoundeth me, 
That want of method, may accufed be 
Where all is well intended ; and, where nought 
Is more, then may be profitably taught, 

Let thofe among you, who defire to plead 
For Chrijlian Libertie, take ferious heed 
They make not paffages, which may let in 
Licentioufneffe, and Liberty of Jin. 
Let them not feek to ratifie Devotion, 
To nothing but an incorporall notion ; 
Left, if no place ior Jhaddowes, they allow, 
They never come t\it\r fubjlances to know : 
Left, if too far away, from Formes they fly, 
They fall into fome fowle deformity ; 
Or left, when they think pureft light to fee, 
They blinded by an over-weening bee. 
And you, who think, that by a Law-Divine 
There is, one outward forme of Difcipline, 
To be obferv'd of all men ; and, but one 
That can be lawfull ; which, by you alone. 
Is now in praftife : fomewhat bear I pray, 
With fuch, as cannot yet, approve your way 
To be infallible ; or, give confent 
To make effentiall, what's different. 
When you poffeffe the Wheat, brawl not for Darnell, 
Fight not for fhells, when you enjoy the Kernell. 
If to the true Foundation they adhere, 
Againft their buildings, be not too fevere ; 
For, if the Stru6lures they ere6l thereon, 
Be Gold, and Silver, they have wifely done : 
If Straw, and Stubble, theirs will be the loffe ; 
The Fiery-triall, will confume the drofle ; 

And, 
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And, they themfelves, (though from perdition free) 
Will in themfelves, enough afflifted bee. 

With love and kindneffe, feek to bring them in, 
Who, by miffe-teaching have deluded been : 
With patience, and long-fuffring wait upon 
Your Brethren, as on you, your GOD hath done ; 
And, if their errors be but imperfe6tions. 
And not of malice, let your good affeftions 
Be exercis'd thereby ; and, then perchance 
Your Charity, Ihall cure their ignorance, 
And, fooner win them, then your indignation, 
Severitie, or bitter provocation. 
Compulfion often formes an Hypocrite, 
But never makes the will, or heart upright : 
And he, that would not vaine conclufions try. 
The confciences of men to redlifie, 
Muft aft, by fomwhat which is more divine, 
Then torments, or a Formall Difcipline. 

Speak not in Tempejls, when you would reforme ; 
GOD, oftner comes in Calmes, then in a Storme. 
Ill words, corrupt good manners ; and, there flowes 
From j eerings, brawlings, from your brawlings blowes ; 
And, many times, the woundings of your fwords, 
Break not 'Cci& peace, fo much as bitter words. 
Provide therefore, as wifely as you may 
To take provoking fpeeches quite away ; 
Efpecially among thofe, who pretend 
The Caufe of God, and goodneffe to befriend : 
For, they, who cannot their ftiarp tongues reftraine, 
Profeffe, and talk of Piety, in vaine. ( tongues. 

Yea, they, who are Truths Champions with their 
And want true love, have done the greatefl: wrongs. 
Let not your Supreme City over-fwell 
That Mediocrity, which heeded well, 
Would more fecure her fafety, more enlarge 
Her honour, and diminifli more her charge. 

Though 
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Though flie be great, let her not feeke to awe 

Thofe, who, to her, and all the reft give law. 

Though fhe be rich, let her not truft unto 

Her riches ; left at laft, they her undo. 

Though fhe be ftrong, let her not boaft therein ; 

For, fome, by their owne ftrength, have ruin'd bin. 

Though ftie be wife, let her not think to fool 

Her Tutors, and to fet them new to fchool : 

But, let her motions, be in her ovm^/pkere. 

According as her owne occafions are ; 

Let her advance her tradings, without wrong 

To priviledges, which to all belong : 

Endeavour, by continuall watchfulneffe, 

Both how, fhe may prevent, and how fuppreffe 

Sedition, routs, and tumults : for thefe be 

The bane of Cities : and I do forefee, 

( Unleffe, prevented ; by good takeing heed ) 

That then a mifchiefe, may to you proceed. 

Whereby, you more may fuffer, in one hour. 

Then in an whole yeare, by a Martiallpow'r. 

Returne to your firft love, and be not jealous 

Of thofe, who mean you well, or over-zealous 

In profecuting, or beleeving, all. 

Which your pretended Lovers counfell fhall. 

Contribute that proportion of due aid. 

For, publike fafety, which on you is laid. 

According to the Portion of the blefTmg, 

Which is thereby, preferv'd, in your poiTelTrng. 

With praiers, and obedience, them aiTift, 

Who ftand up for the common Intereft, 

And take good heed, left thofe who fhall pretend 

Your benefit, may drive fome other end ; 

And, overthrow the common peace, andj/ou. 

By thofe proceedings, which they now purfue. 

You have done well, and bravely ; loofe not then 
Your thanks, and your deferved praife, agen. 

G You 
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You, of the Souldiery ; Men of the Sword, 
Receive you Orders too, and take a word 
Of good advice : for much it will concerne 
Va.Q publike weal, that you your duties learne. 
Negle6l not difcipline, thereto adhere ; 
And, therein, alwaies rather be fevere 
Then too remiffe : for, when an Army fhall 
Into diforder and confufion fall ; 
Deftrudlion to it felfe, it will become : 
And, of all enemies, moft perilfome 
Ho publike f of ety. And, 'tis better far 

( Whether it be in time of peace, or war ) 
To fuffer, by obedience to good order ; 
Then due redreffe, by mutinie, to further. 

Remember, that, you were not arm'd or paid. 
To do your own work, but for publike aid : 
And, that, you to your Officers are bound. 
No further, then while faithfull they are found 
To thofe, who have intrufted them ; and, that 
If they oppreffe, ther's meanes to regulate 
What is amiffe ; and, pow'r that may reftrain 
Their infolencies, if you fhall complain. 
Think not your felvs "lih&vc creatures, asfome nameyou : : 
For fuch an attribute doth much defame you. 
There is in them no power of creation. 
By dignity, hy place, or by Relation, 
Whereby they any creatures can produce. 
But fonnes, and daughters, or ileas, wormes, and lice : 
And thefe, are ('properly) but generated. 
Or, els, by their corruption propagated. 

Delay not publike peace, by private hate ; 
Each others noble a6lions emulate, 
Out-vie, but them envie not ; neither croffe 
Each other, to your countries further loffe. 
Upon your foes, ther's honour to be got 
Sufficient, with your friends then, quarrell not. 

Seek 
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Seek not, to be aveng'd, for that offence, 
Upon \he publike, which your innocence 
By private hands hath fuffred ; meafure not 
Your merit, by the conquejis, you have got ; 
But, by that worth, which truely is your owne, 
And, in your heart lies, to the world unknowne. 
Judge not of worth, by a6lions, and events, 
( Which fame, it may be, falfly reprefents ) 
But, by thofe Principles, and reall worth 
Whereby the heart is rouz'd and carried forth 
To noble undertakings : Fame that's won 
By having gain'd the lot of leading on 
Your Englijli Majiives, (on whofe fide befell 
A vi6lorie, whofe author none can tell ) 
Is but of fmall efteem ; for, when confufion 
Hath brought their skirmifhes unto conclufion. 
He, many times, who merited but fhame, 
Of all that vi6lorie, fhall beare the name ; 
And, then, opinion ev'ry day doth add 
Advantages, till he at laft is made 
So arrogant, that he begins to dream 
Himfelfe to be, what, fome have fanci'd him ; 
And, fo to a6l, that they whom he deceiv'd ; 
Shall foone find, what of him fhould be beleev'd. 

Be none of thefe, for, you have lately feen, 
How, iuch. fal/e Jires extinguiftied have been ; 
And, when with glory, to afcend they think. 
How, quickly, they defcend, in fmoke, and ftink. 
Fall not from that, which you have well begun ; 
But, perfevere, untill the work be done. 
An injirument, you are, but nor the tongue, 
Nor eye, to whom, direflion doth belong : 
Therefore affume it not ; but keep them free 
By true obedience, v/ho your keepers be. 
And be affur'd, that, if you fhall comply 
With any to advance a tyranny 

G2 Of 
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Of any kind ; or, up to raife, thereby, 

Licentioufneffe inftead of Liberty : 

GOD will let loofe ^fpirit ; which will foone 

Un-nerve your Powers ; make it night at noone ; 

Deftroy you with a fillip, all together ; 

Puffe you away, like th'atoms of a feather. 

And you, who ( if you arrogate it not 
Unworthily ) are Stewards, for the Lot 
Of GOD's Anointed; heare a word or two. 
To mind ye, what ye know ye ought to do. 
You fee, to what confufion all is brought 
By thofe men who themfelves have onely fought : 
And, what deftruftion will fuceeed thereon, 
If in divided paths you ftill go on. 
You know, what meanes, and what advantages 
You have, to keep out, or to fetch in peace : 
And, I acknowledge fome of you have walked 
The way o{ peace, as well as thereof talked : 
And, trumpet-)Sk.Q, have rais'd your voices high, 
To wake thefe Nations from their Lethargie. 
Let all doe fo ; and joyntly undertake 
To helpe repaire the Breach they holpe to make ; 
And not contend for that which neither was, 
Nor is, nor ever can be brought to paffe. 
Make not thofe things infallible to be. 
In which fo many millions difagree : 
Make not thofe things EJfentialls to appeare. 
Which in themfelves but Circumjlantictlls are : 
And, beare with them ( fmce they the woe muft bide) 
Who give offences that you may be tri'd.j 

Your Temporalities, claime by your Law, 
To be your due ; and labour not to draw 
Conclufions for your felves, from inferences. 
Which make not warrantable your pretences : 
For, all your claimes, by Ceremoniall dues, 
Or Cuftomes, appertaining to the Jewes, 

Availe 
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Availe you nothing ; but enfeeble rather, 

Thofe Arguments, which fromthek Rtg/tts yougather. 

You may as well reduce them back againe 

To Sacrifices, and to entertaine 

All other /ervices, now obfolete, 

As, get fome things, which you have hope to get ; 

And, whereto you the People would injoyne 

By humane Law, as due by Law divine: (them, 

Which, what they are ; and how from doubts to clear 

You fhall be told, when you are fit to hear them. 

From bitter words, and fharp inveftives ceafe ; 
Invoke iox grace, and then provoke \.o peace. 
From all your Pulpits banifli all partaking 
In FaSlions ; and in weak'ning or ftrong making 
This or that Party : and, pull not in, all 
Thofe things, which into controverfie fall, 
(Or into queftion) within cognizance 
Of your ownsjurifdiSiion, to advance 
Your int'reft : For, all things that can be thought, 
May, by that rule wjthin your pow'r be brought : 
And, by that meanes, you may recover more 
Then hath been, here ufurped heretofore. 
Preach Faith, Repentance, Charity, and what 
May true belief, and good life propagate. 
Be humble, keep more clofely to your charge ; 
And ramble not about fo much at large, 
To fetch in fleeces, out of others flocks. 
But, be contented with your proper ftocks ; 
Left, as befell of late, and heretofore, 
Inflead of greater gaine, your loffe be more. 
I more might add ; but, you already know it, 
Oh therefore, in your praftife, alfo, fhow it. 

You, hear, what I have faid, ye Britijh Nations, 
To further the defired reparations 
Of thefe diftrafted Kingdomes ; and to bring 
Your King to you, and you unto your King, 

G3 If 
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Iffou, and he, the curing will abide ; 

And, for that BleJJing, now grow qualifi'd : 

Or, if not both, that one of you, at leaft 

With Peace and fafetie may againe be bleft : 

And live to praife GOD, that you forth are brought 

From that fnare, wherewith wilfulneffe is caught. 

I have not here deceiv'd you with faire Ihowes 
From old Records, whofe credit no man knowes. 
From temporarie A6ls, worme-eaten found ; 
(Of which, none knowes the reafon, or the ground) 
I bring not Prejidents, that do belong 
To things in FaSl, which whether right or wrong, 
Were thereby done, there is no certaintie. 
You fee, I ufe no kind of Sophiflrie ; 
Nor do attempt, conclufions here to draw 
From cheating quirks, or quiddities of Law: 
From abftrufe Principles, AutJtorities, 
Unknowne ; or, wherein little credit lies : 
From ought, too Magijleriall for the feafon ; 
From fraudfull, or adulterated reafon ; 
But meerly, from ivich. grounds, and inch, pojitions, 
As yeeld refults, without all jufb fufpitions. 
From nature, common pra£lice, and thofe things, 
Whofe cleare light meanes of apprehenfion brings 
To moft capacities ; and, ( which may beft 
Improve them) they, in language are expreft 
So plainely ; that all thofe throughout the Land, 
('Ev'n Children) that can read, may underftand. 

And fmce, men wand'ring in a wood by night, 
When they fhall through a Glade, behold fome light» 
Take thereby courage, to walk chearly on. 
In hope, their feares, and toyles, are nearely gone ; 
He from a Cloud, flafh out a little gleame 
Of Lightning ; and, difclofe a little beame. 
Whereby on you a glimmering, Ihall be caft. 
Of what you may attaine to, at the laft : 

For, 
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For, I will fliew you, by what Pedigree 
That Government, to you deriv'd fhall bee 
Which will, at laft, thefe Britijh I/lands bleffe 
With inward Peace, and outward happineffe. 
It was of late, a briefe Pre/age of his, 
Who, oft, hath truth foretold : And, it is this. 

When, here, a Scot Jhall think his Throne to Jet 
Above the Circle of a Britifli King ; 
Hejhall a datelejfe Parliament beget, 
From zvhence a dreadfull Axra.&d htood Jhal IJpring. 
That off-fyring yhall beget a ivild confufion ; 
Confufion, piall an Anarchy beget ; 
Tfmt Andschyjhall bring forth in conclujion, 
A Creature, which you have no name for, yet ; 
That Crea.ture, Jha/l conceive afickly State, 
Which will an An{\iocra.cit produce : 
The many headed Beaft, not liking that. 
To raife Democracie, fhall rather chufe. 
Ajid, then DemocxdiCies produSlion fhall 
A Moon-calfe be; which fame a Mole do call. 
A falfe Conception of imperfeSl nature. 
And, of a fhapelejfe, and a bruitifh feature. 
All thefe TieictaXs, fhall live, and raigne togetJier ; 
So ailing for a while, that few fhall know 
Which of them gets the Sov'raignty ; or whether 
There be among them, a Supreme, or no. 
When they with far res and f anglings have defac'd 
Your triple-building, and themfelves nigh worne, 
Into contempt ; they, of one cup fhall tafi ; 
And, into iheir firfi elements returne : 
Five of them, fhall fubdue the other five ; 
And, then thofe five, fhall by a doubtfull firife, 
Each others death fo happily centrive. 
That, they fhall die, to live a better life : 
And, out of their corruption, rife there fhall 
A true Supreme, acknowledged by all. 

G4 Tn 
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In which the pow'r of all the ^\e.JItall bee 
With Unity made vifible in three. 

Prince, People, Parl'ament, with Priefts and Peers, 

Shall be, a while, your emulous Grandees ; 

Make a confufed Tentarchie, fame fears, 

And, leave off their diJlinSl claimes, by degrees: 

And, thenjhal Rigteoufneffe afcend the Throne ; 

Then, love, and truth, and peace re-enter Jhall : 

Then, faith, and xedSon, Jhall agree in one ; 

And all the Vertues to their counfell call. 

Then, timely out of all thefe Jhall arife. 

That Kingdome, and that happy Government, 

Which is thejcope of all thofe Prophecies, 

That future Truths obfcurely reprefent: 
But how this will be done, few men Jhall Jee ; 
For wrought in clouds and darkneffe, it will bee : 
And, ere it comes to pajfe, in publike view, 
Mojl of thefe following Jignes willfirji enjue. 

A King, Jhall willingly himjelf unking ; 

And, titereby grow far greater then before. 

The Priefts ^/%«> Priefbhood , to contempt fhall bring ; 

And Viety fhall tliereby thrive the more. 

A Parliament, it f elf e fhall overthrow; 

And thereby, fhall a better being gaine ; 

The Peers, by fetting of themfelves below, 

A more innobling honour fhall obtaine : 

The people _/i?r a time fhall be inflai/d; 

And, that fhall make them for the future free. 

By private loffe, the puhlike Jhall befav'd; 

An Army Jhall by yeelding Viftor bee. 
The Cities wealth her poverty Jhall cauje: 
The Lawes corruption, Jhall reform the Lawes : 
And, Bullocks, of the largefl Northern breed, 
Shall fatted be, where now fcarce fheep can feed. 

You may perhaps, deride what's here recited, 

As, heretofore you other Truths have fleighted. 

But, 
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But, part of this Pre/age you have beheld, 
Already in obfcurity, fulfill'd : 
The reft fhall in the time appointed come ; 
And, fooner, then will pleafmg be to fome. 
The laft nine fignes, or fymptomes, of the ten, 
Which muft precede it, (hall appear to men 
Of all conditions : But, our Author faith, 
The firjl, is but in hope, not yet in Faith ; 
And may be, or not be, for, fo, or fo, 
That King, fhall have his lot, as he fhall do. 

If all his j^«j, he heartily repent, 
God will remit, ev'n all his punijhment ; 
And, him, unto his Kingdomes, back reftore, 
With greater honour, then he had before. 
If he remaine impenitent, like Saul, 
God, from the Throne, fhall caft both him, and all 
His whole Defcent ; and, leave him not a man 
To fill it, though he had a Jonathan. 
If Ahab-like, his mourning hath refpefts 
To temporary lofTes and effefls ; 
Like Ahabs, then it therewithal! fhall carry, 
Some benefit, which is but temporary. 
A reall penitence, though fomewhat late. 
The rigour of his doome may much abate ; 
By leaving him a. part of what he had. 
When he a forfeiture of all hath made : 
Or elfe, by rooting out thofe, who in fin 
With him, have a6lually partakers been ; 
And, planting in their fteads, a Branch of his, 
Whofe Innocency no way queflion'd is. 

For, this hath oft, with good fuccefTe been done 
In Ages paft ; not in this 'JJle alone, 
But, in moft other Kingdomes : And, if you 
Will in GOD's Chronicles but take a view, 
Of his proceedings ; you, in them will fee, 
For what it is that Princes changed bee : 

Why 



f-'S 



I02 P R O S O P O P OE I A Lea 2. 

Why fome lofe but a part ; why fome lofe all ; 
Why, for a time ; why, fome for ever fall : 
Why, fome fhall but for three defcents remaine ; 
And, how they might have had a longer raigne : 
When war, vihtnpejiilence, when dearth, will come 
Upon a land ; when GOD will take it from 
That land againe ; and, how, they may fore-know, 
When, he will bring a totall overthrow. 

They, who have learn'd to contemplate aright 
Thofe old records, may gaine a true fore-fight 
Of many things, whereby to regulate 
Enormities, both in the Church, Ind State ; 
Things to them/elves pertaining ; to their friends, 
Their Foes, their Policies, their Fates, their ends : 
And, if this were not fo ; what, are to you. 
The ytories of the Kingdomes of the Jew, 
Or, o{^€\x friends, and foes, more ufefull than 
Thofe, which concern the realmes of Powhatan ? 
Or, fo available, as thofe relations. 
Which memorize the deeds of your own nations ? 

But all this is but words ; there mufb be deeds, 
Ere to perfe6lion any things proceeds : 
You muft not everlaftingly be ftating 
The Quejiion ; or, be feven yeares more debating : 
For, ere that time, things will too late be done ; 
Which many fear, will come to paffe too foone. 
Expe6l you, fome third perfons, Ihould between 
The King and you, at this time intervene 
To make attonement ? Pray, who fhould they bee ? 
Who, wifheth you fo well ? who, doth not fee. 
That, all, 'twixt whom, z.nAyou, there be relations, 
Them qualifying for fuch mediations, 
May get more, by your wo, then by your weak ? 
Who knowes not, how with Friends moft Friends now 
And, who perceives not, that thofe Mediators (deal ? 
Have interefts, and, many weighty matters. 

Pertaining 
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Pertaining to themfelves, which they'l begin 
On fuch a faire occafion, to hedge in ? 
And, thereby paradventure they may brign 
Great difadvantages, upon the King, 
Or, on the Kingdomes : and perhaps on botli. 
Which to indanger, wifemen would be loth ? 

What then can be efifefted ? or by whom. 
May our defires, now feifeable become ? 
Since, there is no way open for acceffe. 
Nor any meanes admitted for addreffe ? 
The Parliament, conceives it felfe abus'd, 
In that, their offers have been oft refus'd ; 
And, feems refolv'd, that they will never more 
Send Meffages in vaine, as heretofore : 
And though the King, were now as penitent. 
As David and Manajfeh, with intent, 
Unfainedly to fatisfie, and do 
What ever juftice doth oblige him to ; 
What ever, you in reafon could require. 
To anfwer, at the full your owne defire ; 
Or, whatfoe're affeSlions mortifi'd, 
A contrite heart, or confcience reSlifld, 
Should urge him to : yet, now, there is no way. 
Whereby, this may be manifeft, you fay. 

Defpair not friends: mind what I faid before ; 
True penitence, will find, or make a doore : 
Though, it be treafon voted, now to bring 
Or, carry Meffage, to or from the King: 
Although hys per/on be retain'd in ward ; 
Attended alwaies, with an armed Guard : 
Although flrong walls have round inclofed him : 
Though rocks far ftronger, have furrounded them ; 
Yea, though the rageing, and the roaring feas, 
Have alfo, like a mote, incircled thefe : 
Through all thefe difficulties, I could find 
Conveyances, jf thereto he had mind, 

To 
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To publifh his repetitanee ; and pi'evaile, 
If to performe his part, he fhould not faile. 
Yea, find him meanes, without an obligation 
To a.ny jiarty, or to any Nation, 
Or any, but himfelfe ; to make his peace, 
With honour : and his Kiugdcnnes to poffeffe. 

Now, let him neither heed, nor harken to 
What other men do fay, or what they do ; 
For, whatfoever they fhall aft, or prattle, 
( Will be to him, but, fruitleffe tittle tattle) 
But, let him fit downe, by himfelfe alone ; 
And, fet down { as, he reads, it hath been done 
By King Manaffeh ) moft unfain'd confeffions 
Of all his knowne offences, and tranfgreflions ; 
Acknowledge GOD's juft dealing in afflifling ; 
His Providence, and tnercie, in corre6ling 
So like a Father ; and, for his attending 
So long time, for repentance and amending. 
Let him expreffe a refolute intent. 
To leave to GOB's difpofe, the government 
Which he hath mannag'd ill; and to refigne 
Himfelfe, and his, to providence divine. 
With full afFarance, of obtaining place. 
In his free love, and alfufficient grace. 
This done ; let him, fubfcribe the fame, and fpread it, 
Before the LORD ; let him with fuch teares read it. 
As may declare, it was his aft and deed : 
Then, feale it, with a Heart, which much doth bleed ; 
And, with a Lion rampant, fo reverft. 
That, none may fear, his rage or bloody thirft. 
Upon which aSls, by meanes of your relation. 
And, by 'Ca.'a.t fpirit of Communication, 
Whereby, moft fecret a6lions, are made knowne, 
( When to good purpofes they naay be fhowne ) 
Ev'n at that point of time, they, who have bin 
His oppofites, will feel, fome creeping in, 

Firft, 
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Fii-ft, hopes ; then Good opinions ; and at laft, 

That which will blot out all Offences pad ; 

And make them kill ^h£\x fat calf e ; daunce and fmg ; 

That, they, have found again their long loft King. 

Oh, that I could behold that happy day 

Of penitence ; and, that behold I may 

Both Parliament, and People meet therein 

So truely ; that, their unrepentant fmne 

May not, when God hath re-inthroned him. 

Prolong their woes, or bring new plagues on them. 

But, whom am I, that, either you, or he, 
Should on my word rely, or take from me 
Thofe things which I have faid ? know, I am that 
Vvhich is your GFNIUS cal'd. If, you ask what 
A GENIUS is, I will define the fame, 
According to the nature, and the name. 
So cal'd it is, becaufe, it doth incline 
With an affeftion truely Genuine, 
To draw to good, and to withdraw from ill, 
Thofe Perfons, both in aSlion and in will. 
To whom it doth relate ; and from difgraces. 
And fpoile, to keep fuch Perfons, and inch places. 
A GENIUS, is an incorporeall creature, 
Confifting of an intelleftuall nature ; 
Which at the felfe-fame time, a being had, 
With that, for v/hok well-being it was made. 
And, may be cal'd, that Angell, which defigneth, 
Advifeth, moveth, draweth and inclineth 
To happineffe ; and, naturally reftraineth 
From harme, that creature, whereto it pertaineth : 
And, this am I to you. Then have a care, 
My counfells now, with good refpe6l to heare : 
For, they, to whom their GENIUS reprefents. 
That which to fafety tends, and harme prevents ; 
If, then, he fhall his good advife neglefb. 
And, paffe it by, with willfull difrefpeft ; 

They 
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They (hall defervedly, be left to thofe : 
III Angells, whofe direftion, they have chofe 
And, what will then fucceed, they fhall perceive 
When 'tis too late, their evill choife to leave. 
Then looking back, he fixt his eyes on me, 
And, faid ; my Secretary thou flialt be 
To Regifter, and publifh to thefe Nations, 
What counfells, warnings, and what exhortations 
God hath vouchfaf 'd them ; that what ere betide, 
His Grace, or Jujlice may be glorifi'd. 

This being faid, my FANCY rofe, and dreiv 

A Curtaine ; wherewith quite beyond my view. 

This apparition vanijh'd. And, I took 

My pen, to put in writing, what was /poke. 

And publijii it to others, that it may 

Prevent ( if pojjible) your evill day : 

For, till amendment, or deftruflion come. 

The Beads would preach, fhould men continue dumb : 

Yea, wJiat their Genius, now to them dothfpeake 

If they fhould fleight it, ftones would filence breake. 

To rouze them from their flumbers ; or, to tell 

Succeeding- Ages, how and why they fell. 

When all was vanifh'd , and, I left alone. 

Intending, what was willed to be done, 

A feare furpriz'd me ; and, a fhuddring took me, 

Which with a long continuing trembling ftrook me ; 

And my weak heart began to be afraid. 

To doe what I refolv'd ; and, thus it faid. 

Obferi/fl thou not the madneffe of this Nation, 
The rage and fury of this Generation ? 
A nd,how like Swine, before whom Pearles are throwne. 
They tread the givers of good counfell downe. 
And, teare them into peices, by their fcornes ; 
Becaufe they then expeSled Barley-cornes 1 

For 
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For ten to one, ev'n fame in whofe defence, 
TJtefe truths are /poke, will want intellignnce 
To underjland them fo ; andfoolijhly 
Charge thee with Jland' ring that Authority 
Which thou dojl honour ; and, which (as this day 
Things go) canfaved be no other way. 
Hajl thou nigh forty years been vext and grieved. 
By this dull Generation, unrelieved ? 
And having for it, ventured thy life. 
Undone thy little children, and thy wife, 
Left them nor houfe, nor lands, nor cloatJis, nor bread, 
Nor ought wherewith they may be comforted, 
{In that contagious fickneffe, which this day. 
Hath driven all thy comforters away) 
Yea, fpent all in their fervice ; and wilt thou 
Having obtained words and paper now, 
Which promife reflauration, hazzard all 
Thofe hopes, by that, which hereby may befalP. 
Hafl thou full five years toy I'd and tired been 
To flruggle from the mif chiefs thou wert in ; 
With much-much difficulty, got at lafi 
Acknowledgments of what forborn thou hafl} 
And, probability, that thou perchance 
Maifl get one half, by giving, for advance 
The other moiety ? And, meanefl thou 
To lofe it all again, by doing now 
What this Illufion doth intice thee to ? 
And everlaflingly thy f elf undo ? 
For nothing fpoken for the publike good. 
Will to thy benefit be underflood, 
Byfuch as hate thee : And, thou well dofl know 
That thou maifl more be mifchiev'd by one Foe 
{Who to the ^\xh\{k& faithfulnejje pretends) 
Then benefited by a hundred friends. 

Take heed of this temptation ; thou hafl done 
Thy fhare this way. Now let the world alone : 

Provide 



I'rov'uli'for t/iiin- I'wnr Jhfip lUiit t/ihit n\ff\ 
A.I ot/wrx iliK wri/fi tliojV i/iiiiy:x that nietyfliHifi', 
J\ii(/ tfioii JfiK/t tfifii bt fifi'i/ J'roin (/lo/f (ii^am, 
'I'littt thou htij/ fiijl'ird : llinr tviH t/ii-n, It flam 
I'or thet, afwi-ll its ot/nn : (iiiil f/icit thm 
Shalt favour il he, as minh as othiT infn. 
'Thy f<rain is mailo almuly ; not a /('U/;iit> 
Doth ntovt ay;aiiilt thfi> ; Aik/, thou Jhalt fif lotni 
(If at/ thy <liifs Ik- fully nfojfi-jt, 
If thou wilt Ift thf worlil do ivhatjfif lift, 

VVIicii lliMH, my dwiii' corniiillmiM fniiii wlllilii mr, 
Had (jiiilcr, lidiii my [.mmkI |iiM|Mirc!i to win mti ! 
Amillinr /Wry, im idmiiij.; Ikimi licliiiid mr, 
'riiii,Mwlil('inv(l:,S( )N (.('li'.AK'ri l4;lviMMrM(mlnclnii', 
Hifll thou that fu}\y;flftoii ; kt it he 
Hut as a Srrpi'fit <in ii (Idiir, to tlur, 
Which finds no eutrauir : I'or, it is the fi-d 
Of that old S(^r|)cii1, lohfirof to talr heed 
Thou hajl y;ood caufr ; Jimr, if his head prtVdilf 
To rutir, hv ivill Jli/i iu to the taile, 
Atid thou a foore Ilea hi tiny to avoid, 
Ma if I with the f liny s of \'i/>ers he dtflroy'd, 
I'eare not thofe \\\\\\ \\nwvw wherewith foolesure l'riyhted\ 
Nor print thofe toyf.r wherewith fuih are deliyhted; 
h'ear not the eruell Tyrants if the times ; 
Nor tafi their dainties left thou ail their eriniex. 
Feare not thy luiuiilv fhall he un/eil ; 
l''or, hi that yave I hem niouthe\\ will yivt them bread, 
lie that alreadie halh (ivi- ycitrn maintaiu'd thee, 
(Since them had/I nouyhl left likely to maintaine ther 
V\vc. iiu)iitli(t) and ke/it thee all that ivhile ajloat 
In (loriiifi, thouyh thou hadfl neither ( )iir nor UmV ; 
lie can nfwell preferve thee now, as then, 
With nidhiny ; therefore, feck to him ayen. 

Think not thy f elf e alone, or without Jrlenils ; 
luir llwufands Invour 'tvhat thy Muft intends; 

Till 
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The well-affecled Members of each Houfe, 
Yea, all among them, who are generous. 
Will favour thy endeavours ; and, be glad, 
That, in thefe times, an Engli(h-man they had. 
Whom neither hopes, nor fears, could make affraid 
Tofpeake, what he thought pertinently faid 
For publike fafety ; whatfoere he lofl : 
Or, whofe defigne/oere was thereby crofl. 

He, that in times paji, didfecure thee from 
Thy foes ; will do the fame in time to come : 
For, that thou maifl believe he will dofo. 
Already five fucceffions, in a row 
He hath destroy d; who, caujleffely had fought 
Thy ruine, Some, of them, {who, lately brought 
A mifchiefe on t/temfelves ) now rooted bee 
From dwelling, where they perfecuted thee : 
The fixth is alfo ripening to befent 
To follow them, unleffe they fhall repent. 

They, whom thou feat' ft, if thoujhalt conflant be 
In good refolves, will be afraid of thee ; 
For, GOD fhall put the feare of thee on thofe 
Who to thy principles, and waies, are Foes ; 
Or elfe, at leafl, they fhall flill flumber on ; 
And, let theefpeake in vain, as they have done. 
Difcourage not thy felfe, as if thy paine 
In thefe indeavours would be quite in vaine ; 
For, GOD will make thy weary Pilgrimage 
Bring fotne advantage to this prefent age. 
Or to the next. To this work thou wert borne ; 
And, when thou to thy Fathers doft returne. 
It fhall n^t grieve thee, that thou hafl beflowne, 
More time for publike good, then for thine owne. 

Thy Faculties were not confer' d on thee 
For no Imployment ; nor imployd to bee 
In flattering fools : nor, as atfirfl it was, 
To praife the fading beauties of a face : 

H Or, 

P i'3 
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Or, play ivith thofo affefllons, xokich infiift 

The vaim exprtjfiom, that pollute a Mufc ; 

But, to provoke to vcrtuc : to deter 

From vice, a// chart affeflions to prefer \ 

GODS yttdgemetits to declare ; his righteoufnefic 

To ma^tifie ; his mercies to confefsc: 

And, tvhilji thou to this purpofe art imploy\l, 

Fear not to be undone, or be de/lroy'd: 

For, by undoing, thoujhalt be new-made ; 

By thy AQ^tM6doi\,fafetyJ/i(iH be had: 

And, if this Generation /hall pur/ue 

Thy love ivith hatred ; or ivith-hold thy due ; 

Ttjliall be one addition to their doomc, 

To be the /corn ofcv'ry Age to come. 

This reconfirniM my Spirit ; and I found 
My heart with fearlefte courage, to abound. 
With rcfolutions, I was fortifi'd ; 
And, throwing all my owne affaires afide, 
Which moft conccrnd mc ; I, to write begun 
What I had heard : and, now, the worlcc is done, 
My Confcience is difcharg'd ; my heart is cas'd ; 
And, therein come what will, I fliall be pleas'd. 



Tcrnc Filiiis. 



To 
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To the Parliaments. 

IT is not feare, in me ; nor it is fhame, 
Which makes me, at this time, conceal my name : 
But, humble modeftie, and confcioufneffe, 
Of that knowne frailty, and unworthirieffe. 
Wherewith my Per/on, outwardly is cloth'd, 
Oft, makes my felfe, ev'n of my felfe fo loth'd, 
That (not without good reafon,) I fufpefl 
My purpofes, may find the leffe effeft, 
If, ere you taft the fruit, I let you know, 
In whofe poor Garden, GOD, hath made it grow. 
For, many times, the beft wine pleafeth not, 
Unleffe, we like the Drawer, and the Pot. 
A homebred Simples vertue, few will owne ; 
A DoSlor feemes beft skil'd, that is unknowne : 
Yea, miracles, by Chrijl, were feldome done, 
Where, he reputed was, but Jofephs fon. 

How ere it pleafe, or may be underftood, 
I dare aver, my purpofes were good ; 
And, that, hereby, you have advantages 
To do y own /elves an honour, if you pleafe. 
Therewith, yoxi profit, likewife, may receive, 
If, thereunto, but thofe refpefe you give. 
Which are, in equity, to thofe things due, 
That will hot\i profit, and much honour you. 
GODS will be done : and, if your will agree 
With his, then, let your will be done on mee. 

H z A liquid 
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A liquid ex improvifo 

THe Author will not, now, this Poem fend 
Unto the King ; becaufe it may offend. 
But, if to give it, he had lawfull way. 
He downe would kneel ; and, thus would humbly fay. 

Dear Sir, be pleafed to perufe this Book. 
With undiftempred, heart, and gracious look ; 
And, though fome Paffages, may harfh appear, 
Read out with patience, what is written here : 
For, as with you, and your affaires it ftands. 
My due allegeance, ftridlly me commands. 
That, I fhould plainely deal, and boldly do. 
What, my well meaning heart did prompt me to : 
And I have hope, you fhall receive by me, 
A wholfome Pill, although it bitter be. 

I could not flatter, when you were at height : 
Nor would I to your sufferings, add the weight 
Of halfe a graine, (to purchafe my own health. 
Though I were fick) for all your former wealth. 
So tender am I, and fo much afraid. 
To lay on more, where GOD enough hath laid ; 
Till I may be affur'd, that you contemn 
His mercies ; and proceed, in fpight of him. 
And, I, had now been pleas'd, with words more calme. 
To have expreft my mind ; and with foft balme, 
To have anointed you ; but that thereby. 
Some (who, it may be, have an evill eye) 
Might find occafion to obftrufl that cure. 
Which, by this courfe, may fpeedy be, and fure. 

Your wifedome findes my meaning, if your heart 
Hath any fympathizing with my art ; 
And, I shall foon perceive it, when I know 
What countenance you hereupon beftow. 

If 
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If I difcover not an operation, 

According to my honeft expeftation, 

I fhall defift. But, if refpeft you give 

To my intent, in this fliarp Corrojive ; 

I fhall endeavour, to provide a dos, 

That may clofe up your wounds, repair your loffe ; 

And, give you good affurance, in the end, 

That, he who feem'd your foe, hath been yovx friend: 

Yea dares be fo ; if you dare be your owne. 

Though, ten times more afflidlion, preft you down ; 

And a£l for you, as far as he is able. 

His part, of Moufe and Lion, in the Fable ; 

Though both his foes, and yours flood looking on him, 

And, threatned all the fpight that could be done him : 

For, with a Theefe, that Penitent fhall be, 

A Crucifying, undergo would he. 

Much rather, then enjoy his prefervation. 

With Barabbas, by publike acclamation. 

Qua nocent, docent ; 
BUT, 
Ex nihilo nihil fit. 



FINIS. 
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Faults efcaped. 

SOme faults, have been commited by the Printer; 
Some, have efcap'd the Author, peradventure : 
The firft, corre6l your felves, as you fhall find them; 
The laft paffe by, as if you did not mind them, 
Forgiving, as of him, you are forgiven ; 
So, we fhall all be friends, and reck'nings even. 

Errata. 
Pag. 49. lin. 12. read Square out. lin. 32. r. furniih'd be. 
p. 52. 1. 2. read could receive, 1. 8. read them of, p. 53. 1. 8. 
read griev'd, p. 54. 1. 12. read, they feem. p. 55. 1. 9. read all 
men, p. 57. 1. 3. read 'Tis I, (this. 1. 27. read yerning p. 59. 
1. 24. read thofe, p. 61. 1. 6. read 'tis not, p. 6^. 5. let ev'ry. 
p. 68. 1. 7. projefted, p. 80. 1. 6. read beget, p. 84. 1. 3. of any 
fenfe. 



118 



i659- 
Salt upon Salt. 

[Hazlitt, No. 72.] 



Salt upon Salt : 

Made out of certain 

INGENIOUS VERSES 

Upon the Late 

STORM 

And the Death of His 

HIGHNESS 

Enfuing. 
By which Contemplative Obje6l, Occa- 

fion is taken, to oifer to Confideration the pro- 
bable neer approaching of greater Storms, 
and more fad Confequences. 

By Geo. Wither, Efquire. 



SKLT feafons all things, faving onely thofe 
Which muft feed Fijhes, Maggots, Dogs and Crows. 

Read it, and heed it, For you need it ; 
Andfo, God /peed it. 

London iTrinted for Z. Chapman, at the Crown in Popes- 
Head- Alley, 1659. 



To the 

READER. 

OCcafion from a trifling Oh}e6i^rmgs, 
Once more, to offerh&td. <?/"ferious Things, 
For, by perujing fame late printed Rimes, 
That, which may much concern the prefent Times, 
Was tender d to my Thought ; and what to me 
Was offer d,J]iall to you now offer d be. . 

When I began to know the World, and Men, 
I made Records of what I found them then, 
Continuing everfince, to take good heed, 
How they flood ftill, went back, or a^^^proceed, 
Till of my Scale of Time, afcending Heav'n, 
The Round Iflandon, maketh ten times Seven ; 
A nd, being likely, now, ere long to leave them, 
A Memorandum, I intend to give them. 
Of what, this day, they do appear to me. 
As alfo, what they may hereafter be ; 
{According as theyfhalldireH their Courfe) 
That, whether they are better grown, or worfe. 
It may be to GOD'j Honour feen ^^a^read, 
( What ere befals) when they and I, am dead. 

A 2 When 



To the Reader. 

When in this Ifle my ybxi&sfirjl were known , 
Theheadsof^YQ'E.werenot Jo Monjlrous grown, 
{Nor thenfo numerous ) as now they be ; 
For , Cerberus in thofe dayes had but three, 
And Hydra/even: At prefent, they are more 
In Number, and more Large, then heretofore : 
So that thefe Monfters,yi?r whofe overthrow 
I was ingagd, nigh fifty yeers ago. 
Are grown fo formidable, that, they make 
The Fortreffes ^Moral W e.rtVi& fhake. 
And, yield at prefent, work enough to do. 
For Hercules, and Mighty Sampfon too. 
Yet I have lofl no Ground, but kept the Field ; 
And will, till I have Conquer'd, or am Kild : 
For, though fome daily fall off, who pretended 
Adherence to the Caufe which we defended, 
{And though my Elder Brethren do but flout me) 
Ifindan Unfeen h.rmY,pitch'd about me, 
Which takes my Part, and will effeft at length. 
That, which is far beyond my fingleflrength : 
And, he, who dies, in muking good his Place, 
Though he prevails not, dies without Difgrace. 

The Lift, / enter not, with guileful Charms, 
6?/"Humane Eloquence, nor withfuch Arms 
Defenfive, or offenfive, as were brought 
By them, who have of late, our Battaihfought ; 
Butonely with a Sling, Stones, and a Staff, 
A t which my VxvexAsjeer, and my Foes do laugh ; 
Yet {mark the Sequel) for, a day will come, 
Thatfhall place Juftice in the higheft Room ; 

That 



To the Reader. 

That, they who by their Brethren were envide, 
{Or by their Mailers wronged) Jhall be tride ; 
That thofe Poor People, who opprejffed be, 
In Body, or in Qoni(A&wc&, Jhall be free ; 
And, that, though this be/corn' d, it Jhall be fed 
Whilfll am Living, or, when I am Dead, 
That, by thofe, now-contemned Pebble-ftones, 
Which I have flung, there will be Broken- Bones, 
And Brulfed Braines, which did to fame of thofe 
Prove Mortal, who have been my Countries Foes. 

Mean zvhile, I'llprofecute what I intend. 
Not much regarding what a Foe, or Friend, 
Shall either Counter-a6l, or Counter-fay, 
But, bear their Spights, and Ceniures as / may. 
Nor to my Theam willlfo clofe be tide. 
As not,fometimes, to make aflep afide. 
To take in that, which may conduce unto 
The Work, which I va. chief, intend to do ; 
But, all as my INSPIRE R, moveth me : 
For, Fm by Him infpird, not He by Me. 
And therefore, here, before I take my leave, 
Fllwarnyou, {leflyour thoughts I may deceive) 
That Method not to look for, which by thofe 
Is ufed, who exprefs their Mindes in Profe ; 
For, Things, «tf/«?«pre-meditated Thought, 
( To m£ upon afudden, being brought) 
I took in, as they came ; and what they were 
Oft knew not, till in Words, they did appear : 
Which having fignifi' d, you may thereby 
Giiefs, what to Judge of them, as well, as I ; 

And, 



To the Reader. 

And, whether, thatjhould not your hearts incline 
To think, there' s/omewhat in them more then Mine. 

Laft Year, Ifent a FLA SH, which is letpafs. 
Unheeded, as a Thing that never was : 
Nowfolbws the Report, or Clap of Thunder, 
Which have been feen and heard, thus far a/under, 
To give the longer Warning ; for the'St\{OT 
And THUNDER-BOL TS, {ifGmc&firevent them 
Will Tx^yLtyeax fly among you: GOD amend us, {not) 
A nd, then, I am affurd, He will defend us. 

Your 

Servant and Remembrancer, 
GEORGE WITHER. 
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SALT upon SALT: 
Made out of certain ingenious Verfes 

upon the late Storm, and the Death of His High- 
«^enfuing; by which Contemplative Object, 
occafion is taken to ofifer to confide- 
ration the probable neer approa- 
ching of greater Storms, and 
more fad Confequences. 

The faid Verfes are thefe that next follow , according 
to the Author's printed Copy. 

WE mujl rejign; heaven his great Soul doth claim, 
In Storms as loud as his Immortal Fame ; 
His dying Groans, his laft "RrtsXh Jhakes our 
And, Trees uncut, fall for his Funeral-Pile ; (Ifle, 
About his Palace, their broad Roots are tofi 
Into the Air ; fo, Romulus was lofl ; 
So, New-Rome, in a Tempeft, mifi her King, 
And from ohey'mg, fell to worfhipping. 

On Oeta's toJ>, thus Hercules lay dead, 
With ruin'd Oaks, and Vines about himfpread: 
Thofe, his laft Furie, from the Mountain rent, 
Our dying Hero, from the Continent 
RavifHd whole Towns, and Forts from Spaniards reft, 
As his lafl Legacy to Britain left. 
The Ocean, which our Hopes had long confin'd, 
Could give no Limits to his Vafler Minde. 
Our Bounds inlargement was his lateft toil. 
Nor hath he left us prif'ners to this Ifle ; 

Under 
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Under the Tropick, is, our Language /poke, 
And Part of Flanders hath receiv'd our Yoke. 

From Civil-Broiles, he did us dif-engage, 
Found Nobler ObjeSls for our Martial Rage, 
And with wife Condu6l, to His Country fheiv'd 
Their Antient Way of Conquering abroad. 
Ungrateful then, if we no tears allow 
To Him, who gave us Peace, and Empire too. 
Princes, who feat' d Him, grieved, concern' d to fee 
No pitch of Glory, from the Grave is free: 
Nature herfelf took notice of His Death, 
And, fighing, fwel' d the Sea, withfuch a Breath, 
That, to remotefl fhoars, her Billows rowl'd, 
Th' approaching Fate of her great Ruler told. 

The Refult, occafioned by the preceding 
Theam. 

A Way v^'x'Ca. felf-refpe£ls ; For now of late 
My Private, and this Publick Weals Eftate 
Are much alike ; and both of them, to me 
Seem in their Crijis, at this day to be, 
Threatning a Sudden Ruine, if much further 
Confufion fpreads, before reduc'd to Order. 
My Genius therefore, doth my Heart incline 
To feek that Weal, whereon dependeth mine. 
Left, whilft for Private welfare, I endeavor, 
That, and the Publick Peace, be loft for ever. 

This to prevent, (though fome will think I dream) 
There is occafion couched in this Theam : 
And (notwithftanding, much it may be fear'd, 
That, what it fhall produce, will not be heard, 
Among the tumults and confufednefs 
Which now abound) it will have fome Succefs : 

For, 
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For, otherwhile, by Trifles, that is wrought, 
Which could not by great Powers, to pafs be brought. 
K fmall Jhrill whijile, in a Storm, becoms 
More fignal then the beating of great Drums : 
And, who knows not, (he breathing thereinto) 
What, by a Ramshorn Trumpet, GOD, may do ? 

Our late lofs, doth on me to call begin, 
As if I fomewhat were concern'd therein. 
And had a part to A6t, wherein I may 
Supply, at leaft, a Fools part in the Play. 
And, fince occafion given there is none, 
I, of my own accord have taken one , 
Which, if a cauflefs anger, it provoke 
To mifchieve me, the care's already took ; 
I am too low a mark for Supreme Pow'rs, 
Too high, to dread an equal when he low'rs. 

The main prop, of this Government is gone. 
The Stone, our Majler-builders built upon 
Is now remov'd ; and, either I miftake. 
Or, all that's built thereon begins Xajhake, 
And quite afunder too, will fall at length, 
Unlefs upheld, with more then humane Jlrength. 
No former Prince, whofe Ailions yeelded matter 
So worthy of a Mufe that would not flatter , 
Di'd at a time, wherein there liv'd fo few 
To give him that, which juflly was his due, 
(Without a diminution or excefs. 
Either of which, makes great things, to feem le/s) 
For, having view'd moft paper-monuments. 
Whereby the Fancie of this Age prefents 
His Fame to memorie ; I finde their Rimes 
Are fo diilrafted, as if with thefe times 
Their Authors fympathized in their wit, 
And knew not what they meant, nor what they writ: 

B Elfe 
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Elfe, doubtlefs, none had fail'd fo in exprefling 
His purpo/e, as to cur/e, inftead oi blejjing; 
As he, whofe Poem-elegiacal 
Is clos'd up, with the name of Jerubbaal. 

Some, fo malitioufly InveSlives write, 
As if their Pens, in Juice of Aconite 
Were dipt (or rather in more venom'd matter) 
So oppofite to that, which they -who flatter 
Hide underneath their tongues, that, in the (lead 
Of fhewing hatred only to the dead. 
They, living men impoyfon through the ear 
When their uncharitable Charms they hear : 
For, thefe have not alone Infcurrile Verfe, 
Blur'd him with what their malice could afperfe 
True, or imtrue ; but, alfo, take GOD's roome, 
Dare to pronounce his everlafting Doome ; 
And, wickedly, with Damned fouls in Hell, 
(As others do with Saints) him parallel : 
Which argues an Intention, to defame 
The per/on, though he merited no blame. 

Some others, on th.dlfubje£i wantonize 
As if their Mufe were hawking Butterflies : 
Some, are all Oyl: fome, have but this one fault, 
The want of Sulphur, Mercuric, and Salt: 
And, few of them, fave he, whofe lines preceding , 
I make my Text, afford ought worth the reading : 
And, they now put me into fuch 2^ fit 
That, if I have not much more Grace then wit. 
It may to harlher Cenfures me expofe 
Then any one of them, yet undergoes. (whence 

Except Obfcene Verfe , (and ftrong lines, from 
Are hardly fcrew'd intelligible fenfe ) 
Strains like to this, thefe Times, beft prize to praife ; 
And, 'tis afmart neat Peece, 0P1KION fayes : 

Which, 
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Which, I deny not ; for, it mounts as high 

As any EngliJJi Pegafus can flie, 

And, is as well-pad d: But he feels the Reins 

Lie loofe upon his Creft, and overjirains, 

To know, what beft 'Cc^zfeafon doth befit 

With his own Ends, this Attthor va^rAs not wit. 

And, I believe, takes much more care then I, 

What will beft pleafe, and wherewith to compile ; 

Though I, have more then forty years and five 

Found, that my Courfe, is not the Courfe to thrive. 

Thefe Verfes, which to make my Theam I chufe 
Are but the fportings, of their Authors Mufe, 
And feem to me like Knacks which in a Hall, 
I've feen hung up, for Flies to play withall. 
Thefe are Wits bubbles, blown, up with a Quill, 
Which watrie-Circles, with weak- Air doth fill ; 
Or, like ^^fquib, v/hich fires, and cracks, and flies, 
And, makes a noife, that little fignifies. 

I, envie not his Fame, who is deceaft. 
Nor ought, whereby, it may be more enereaft : 
I, never fuffred ought by his Difpleafure ; 
But, did enjoy his Favour, in fome meafure, 
Which he knows, unto whom all things are known, 
I, more employ'd for his weal, then mine own. 
And, difadvantaged my felf, to do him 
^wohfervices, as, I thought, I did owe him. 

For thefe refpefts, none juftly can fuppofe 
I grudge him ought, which may by Verfe or Profe, 
Be added to his Fame ; or, that the Mome 
I'll play, by carping, or detracting from 
Another's contributions, if I fee 
They are in truth, what they may feem to be. 
I, fhould be pleaf 'd that thofe Lines, which precede, 
(With what elfe doth relate to him that's dead) 

B 2 Whereby, 
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Whereby, fome think, he may be honor'd much, 
To all who hear, or view them, might prove fuch, 
That, no occafion might from them be took, 
Of what, to his difhonour, will be fpoke ; 
Or, to encreafe thofe Vanities which are 
Already, multiplied, over far. 

I, therefore, now expeft to be excuf'd 
Although at this time, I have nothing muf'd, 
That, may concern him, in the common mode ; 
For, in ^zX. place, he, now hath his abode 
Where he regards not Bawbles. Praifes, there. 
Or Flatteries, no whit regarded are ; 
The vs\o^inchanting Charms, there, cannot charm him : 
DetraSlions, or InveSlives cannot harm him ; (fliame 
To write thofe Truths, which might have done him 
Whilft here he liv'd ; or gain'd the Writer blame. 
Ought, now to be declar'd as well as thofe 
From whence his higheft commendation flowes; 
And, that may fettle Peace, now being fpoken , 
Which in his life-time, might the Peace have broken. 

Th.G /acred-Pen-men , future times acquaints. 
Not only with the merits of the Saints, 
But alfo, with their Failings ; and as great 
By th'one, as th'other, is mans benefit : 
For, which refpeft, I will not be afrayd : 
To fpeak, what to good purpofe, may be fayd ; 
Nor, from my Text (as now) to wheel about 
To fetch in that, which others needlefs thought ; 
For, Method, is not fo much my intent, 
As by good means, a mi/chief, to prevent : 
And, my digrejftons, may advance my end , 
As much as that, which I did firft intend. 

'Tis now, high time, for us to fpend our hours, 
In gath'ring Fruits, and not in picking Floiv's. 

I 
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I love to fee truth, in her nakednefs ; 

And, that, fhe fhould fometimes, put on a Drefs, 

With fuch Poetick Flourijhes adorn'd, 

That_/2z/^ may keep her, and from \)€va.^ fcorti d ; 

To which end, I my felf, compell'd have been 

To mask and vail her, when I have forefeen 

Apparent Dangers ; and another time 

To cloath her, in that fafhionable Trim 

Which moft affeft; that, therewith brought acquainted, 

True Beauty, may be known from what is painted. 

And, that, they who were drawn in, by the Signe, 

Might Guejis be, for the goodnefs of the Wine, 

My Reverence to the Mufes, is not fmall ; 
For, all true Poets are Prophetical, 
And had a Preparation in the Womb, 
Before they forth into the World did come ; 
Not, that their Faculty, fhould be appli'd 
To flir up Carnal Lujl, or puff up Pride ; 
But, that they fhould to Pietie invite, 
And make Mankinde in Virtues more delight ; 
From which, prevaricating, they have loft 
Their Honour ; and are quite defpis'd almoft. 
They fhould not ftrive for words to pleafe the ear, 
In which, no f olid Matter doth appear ; 
But, write fo plainly, that, the meanejl Wit 
Might from their Mujings, reap fome benefit. 
They fhould not weave their Webs of Stuffs that be 
So, diff'ring, that, they never can agree ; 
Nor, when our Sin, for Sober-Mourning calls. 
Play us a '^igg, or fmg us Madrigals. 
Meer verbal Whimjeys, in a Serious Caufe, 
Which moft part of the Readers more amaze 
Then edifie ; (by that which never was. 
Nor is, nor fhall hereafter come to pafs) 

Look 
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Look like folemnizing an Ordinance 

In Pious Duties, with a Morrice-Dance ; 

Or, like their aftings, who, againft the Forces 

Of well-arm'd Foes, bring Troops of Hobby-Iwrfes. 

What, in the Theam foregoing, is there faid 
Which honours him deceafed, if well weigh'd ? 
And hath not rather into queftion brought (thought? 
Things, which to queftion, few men would have 
There, at his Death, a Storm, is fain'd to roar, 
Which was o'er-blown almoft a week before ; 
And, had it not been fo, fome would from thence 
Have drawn, perhaps, an evil Confequence ; 
More Fancies, forming in the People's Brain, 
Then two fuch Storms, would have blown out again. 
Allujions, too, are made, as if furmiz'd 
That, He, henceforth fhould be Idolatriz'd, 
As more then Man, whom we this day perceive 
Laid lower then the meaneft Men that Live. 
To teach us, that, in Princes, there's no truft ; 
That, all meer Human-Glories, are but duft ; 
And, that, Death will, their Vanity difcover. 
At whatfoe'er coft, Double-Guilded over. 

So, did His lajl Breath fhake this IJle of our, 
As Pellets from a Pot-Gun, fhake a Tow'r. 
For, all her Shakings, to my beft perceiving, 
Rife fi'om our own Dijlempers who are Living. 
So, for his Funeral-Pile, un-cut Trees fell; 
So, Romulus atid He were Parallel; 
So, New-Rome, in a Tempejl, mifl her King, 
Then, from obeying, fell to worfhipping ; 
And,fo, on Oeta, Hercules lay dead. 
As Chalk's like Cheefe, and Beer is like to Bread. 
So, from the Continent, He Towns hath torn, 
As he, who tears a Hedge, and gets a Thorn 

Which 
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Which wounds his hand, and when he dreads no harm, 

Doth gangrene, to the lofing of his Arm. 

So, are our Freedoms, and our Bounds inlarg'd, 

As his, who, from a /mall Debt, is difcharg'd. 

To re-oblige himfelf, in that, which may 

Sweep Liberty, and all he hath, away ; 

And, if our Endings prove like our Beginnings, 

Our Lojfes, will be greater then our Winnings. 

What Comfort yields it, to impofe a Yoke 
On others, if our Fetters be not broke ? 
What Pleafure brings it, if our Confines be 
Inlarged, if in them, we are not free ? 
What Profit, is it unto us at Home, 
That fome in Forraign Parts, inrich'd become. 
If, we mean while are Beggars f or elfe more 
At leaft, impov'rifh'd, then we were before ? 
What Honour is it, that, both Tropicks hear 
Our Language, if to fpeak Truth, few men dare ? 
Or what by Conquefis, will be got or fav'd, 
If they who Conquer' d, are at laft inflav'd ? 

Not unto us, not unto us, be given, 
(Or to our Chiefs) but to the GOD of Heaven, 
The thanks and honour, that, both our Late Wars 
With Neighb'ring Foes, and our Domeflick ]arrs 
Are Super-added : Would GOD, I could fay, 
Were wholly ended : (as I hope I may) 
For, had not He, with our ProteSlor flood. 
We, till this day, had wallow'd in our Blood ; 
Yea, had not GOD, a timely ayd brought in, 
Deflroy'd long fmce, both He, and we had bin. 

Our Antient Way of Conquering abroad. 
Which this Mufe, doth implicitely applaud) 
What got we by it, but a Curfed Game, 
Atchiev'd with Blood, and loft with Blood again ? 

I 
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I know not what the Confcience of a State 

Or Policy by Law, may tolerate ; 

With that I will not meddle : But to me 

It feemeth not to Quadrate or agree 

With Moral Honejly, or Sacred Laws, 

(Unlefs there be tmquejliottable Caufe, 

And Pow'r apparent, which doth warrantize 

GOD's calling us to fuch an Enterprize) 

That, we, into our Neighbours Lot, fhould fall 

With Fire and Sword ; and Honourable call 

Thofe Deeds, forwhich, LAW, to their ^^fZt^rj gives 

The ftiles of Pyrats, Murtherers and Thieves : 

Or, that, a few, fhould without free affent 

Of all the People in a Parliament, 

Ingage them by a Quarrel, which may coft 

Their Lives, and all that may with Life be loft : 

I know no Law or Go/pel, warranting 

So hazzardous or reafonlefs a thing ; 

Or, that, we who fubjeftion do profefs 

Unto the King of Righteoufnefs and Peace, 

Should take the Wages, and the Colours carry 

Of him, that's both His and our Adverfary. 

Nor can I underftand, how we then do 

As we would willingly be done unto. 

When to accomplifh the ambitious ends 

Of Princes, we have hazzarded our Friends , 

To trouble, and infringe the Peace of thofe. 

Who would not willingly have been our Foes ; 

Till many ktmdred thoufands are undone, 

To fatisfie the boundlefs Lujl of One ; 

Squandring away thofe Bleffings to th'increafe 

Of Difcord, which we might have kept in Peace. 

How many a goodly City, Town and Field, 
Which did a comfortable Dwelling yeild 

To 
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To Millions, who were no way interefted 
In Tyrants Quarrels, have of late been wafted ? 
And, what a fad Accompt to make have they 
Upon whofe heads, that Blood and Spoil doth lie ? 
Believe it ; though to keep from Violation 
Thofe Laws, which have refpeft to every Nation, 
GOD's Univer/al ]u/iice, doth engage 
The Nations on each other. War to wage ; 
Yet, ufe they fliould not make of His CommiJJions 
To fatisfie their Vengeance, their Ambitions, 
Or Avarice; nor any way extend them 
Beyond thofe Ends for which he doth intend them. 

It is but little lefs then Blafphemy 
The Works of Nature, fo to mif-apply 
As this Mtife doth, who in a Strain doth write, 
As if none could exprefs a Glow- Worm's light 
Unlefs he did Hyperbolize, fo far. 
At leaft, to equalize it to a Star. 
He feems, as if he would infmuate 
That Nature, at his Death was paffionate ; 
And makes that Creature fpeak, which never Flatters 
Or Speaks at all, fave onely in fuch Matters, 
As do concern GOD's glory, or, may fhame 
Thofe Wits who grofsly mif-apply the fame. 
So, Nature, hath took Notice of His Death, 
And, Jighing, fweV d the Ocean with her breath, 
TIte Death of Iter great Ruler to forefhew, 
As 'twas prefaged when my Cat did Mezv : 
For, Nature, never heed in fuch wife, took 
Of any Princes Death, but, when it fhook 
The Univerfe, to fee the SON OF GOD 
Dead on the Crofs, with Arms difplay'd abroad : 
And from the Reverence that's due to fuch 
High Myfleries, this, hath detrafled much. 

C Of 
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Of this kinde, and of fuch-like A iry-Puffs, 

Of fuch deceivable, vain, empty fluffs, 

Are moft of all thofe Books, and Trophies made, 

Which Princes, to eternize them have had : 

And, fo fmall credit, is attributed 

To what is either to their Honour fed. 

Or their Dijhonour, that, wife Men rejeft it, 

As of no Value ; or at leaft, fufpefl it. 

As an effeft of Flatterie, or of Hate, 

Though many fet it at a higher Rate. 

For, their Praife, whom we finde mod prodigal 

Of Praifes, merits no refpeft at all ; 

But, rather, from the Hearers, back returns 

On him that's Prais'd, and on the Praifer, Scomes : 

And, feldom, fhall you finde much worth in them, 

That have immodeji Praifes, in efteem. 

Yet, thefe vain Blafts of Fame, oft, found as loud 

As Cannons, or as Thunder from a Cloud : 

The People entertain them with Applaufe ; 

Of much Expenfe, they are the needlefs Caufe : 

By thefe, wife Men, are otherwhile bewitch'd ; 

By thefe, are Fools and Flatterers inrich'd : 

But, thereby, fuch effefls alone are got. 

As Powder hath, when fired without _/%(7^. 

Yet, fo to prize them, many men are given, 

As if, without them, none could climb to Heaven ; 

Or, as if he, of whom moft Lies we tell, 

Should find leaft Torments, in the Pains of Hell. 

The Principle I own, is to adhere 
To that Power, which Supremacy doth bear. 
And I'll (without an Oath) be true to thofe 
Who are by GOD, and by this People chofe, 
Till they advance another, whom I fee 
Inverted with Pow'r-Abfolute, to be ; 

And 
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And, whether he comes in, by Right or Wrong, 

Leave that, to them, to whom it doth belong. 

Him, I will ferve, not with bafe Flatteries 

Which blind his Judgement, or put out his eyes. 

In my Addrejfes, I will never tell 

To him, what I may fear he knowes too well : 

Nor further then I know him, magnifie him. 

Left his own confcience knowing I belie him , 

( Or fpeak more then my knowledge can acquire ) 

He, hereby know, I am a fawning Lyar. 

Before him, I will thofe things onely fet. 

Which I think, he may poffibly forget. 

Or, which unto his knowledge are not brought. 

Or (if known) not confider'd as they ought ; 

And, do it fo, that he fhall not defpife 

What's done, if he be either Good, or Wife : 

If not, yet when my Duty I have done, 

I'll bear with Patience, what enfues thereon. 

In all the Changes, which have been of late, 
I have preferv'd this Rule inviolate, 
Though fome think not , when one Pow'r was made 
And, wifer Men, knew not which way to go. (two. 
For, fo far as my confcience would permit, 
I ferv'd that Pow'r which in the Throne did fit 
Moft vifibly ; in every change that came. 
Siding with none in changing of the fame : 
And when the Soveraignty, on him was plac'd 
By GOD's permiflion, who enjoy'd it laft, 
I did, accordingly, employ my Force 
To keep what might be naught, from being worfe ; 
Adventuring, fometimes, fo far therein, 
That, to my difadvantage, it hath bin. 
I, was to him, in all things, alwayes true. 
Which nothing took from his Superiors due. 

C2 I 
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Ildid fo far forth as it would coiifift 
With GOD's Praife, with the Publick hiterejl. 
And his true Honour, do what in me lay- 
All thofe ObJiruSliojts to remove away, 
Which, by difabling him, might heretofore 
Have made his Dangers, and our Mifchieves more. 
And, though thofe Semces which I could do him 
Some will deride, they have been ufeful to him : 
For, 'tis at prefenf, known, to more then One, 
Yet living, (and was known to him that's gone) 
That, in the greateft hazzard he e'er had, 
I, feaf'nably, by Providence was made 
An Injlrument of Safety, when th'intentioti 
Was almofl rip'ned, beyond all Prevention. 
Yea, to prevent them, who by his Difgrace, 
Endeavour'd to deftroy thz publick Peace: 
His Ailings, too, I praifed as I ought, 
In what, I, them to be Praife-worthy thought, 
Confider'd in themfelves : But, his Defart 
Left in the main, to Him, who knew his Heart : 
And knowing it to be GOD's priviledge, 
(Even his alone) of Secret things to judge. 
No further ever did, (nor ever will^ 
Of him, or any man, judge well or ill, 
Since firft this Principle to me was known, 
And by Confideration, made miiu; own. 

It is enough, that Princes whilft they live 
Are borne withal ; and that whilft they furvive 
We hidetheirfailings, that, none might through them 
That Pow'r, and that Authority contemn 
By which they Govern : for, a Tyranny, 
Is fomewhat better then an Anarchy. 
If, I fufpeft my Prince a wicked man. 
To make him better, I'll do what I can ; 

Left, 
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Left, he that's next be worfe : As once by Patil 
Agrippa courted was, him court, I fliall, 
If, need be : or, will flatter him fo far 
As by our Sei-vants, Children flatter'd are. 
To make them do their Duties : but, not wo him 
For my own ends, to that which may undo him : 
(Which I conceive, is fuch a Pious fraud 
As GOD allows, and honeft men applaud.) 
In Life, I ferv'd him thus ; now Dead he lies 
I'll fpeak no more of him, then may fuffice 
To make thofe better, and take better heed 
Who (hall henceforward, in his Room fucceed. 

Examples, we from Holy- Writ, may take. 
That of the Dead we nothing ought to fpeak 
But, what is true ; and that we are as well 
Oblig'd, ^€\x failings as deferts to tell. 
That, GOD, may have due Praife by every one ; 
That Men, by knowing truly, what is done. 
In thofe things, which concern them ; (and by whom 
Their Mifchieves, or their Benefits do come) 
May aftuate accordingly, in feafon. 
The Diftates of their Confcience, and found Reafon. 
It was not then thought (as now in thefe times 
Perhaps, it may be) that, to blaze the crimes 
Of Eli, David, or ']ehofaphat, 
Or Hezekiak ; (though unto the State 
Some of them had refpefl) was fawcinefs, 
Or want of Manners, though they did exprefs 
Both to thofe times, a.nd future Generations 
Their Failings, with their proper aggravations. 
And therefore, if a juft occafion be, 
Expefl the like plain-dealing now from me : 
For to the fame End, I will do mine Arrants, 
And make good my Commiffion, by their Warrants. 

I 
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I, grant it Thanklefnefs , as he infers, 
If we for BenefaSlors have no tears 
When they are dead : For, I defire we may 
Their Dues, both to the Dead and Living pay : 
But, I conceive it more ingratitude, 
Upon the World, our FiSlions to obtrude, 
And, let that as impertinent pafs by, 
Which GOD permits, or a6ls, to glorify 
His ]ujlice, or his mercie, whofe neglefts 
Make other things, to want their due efifefls. 
GOD, make us grateful for what is beftown, 
In fuch wife, that to every one his own 
We may afcribe, and, not to any give 
So much, that, of his dues, we him deprive ; 
Nor fo much to one man, that, they may be 
Defrauded, who, deferv'd as well as He. 

Such Partialities, at firft , brought in 
All Tyrannies : By fuch, Free-men have bin 
Enflaved by degrees, and thereunto 
Our Fawnings add more, then all elfe can do ; 
And 'tis impoflible a means to finde 
To keep thofe Free, who have ^Jlavijh minde, 
Or Currijh nature \ For, the firft want courage, 
And give their Birth-rights , for a Mefs of Porrage: 
The other, muft like Bandogs chained be , 
Elfe none who live among them, can be free. 
GOD, grant us grace, fo to bewail his Fate, 
Who is deceaft , as to rejoyce in that 
Which is thereby dejign'd: and, to take heed 
We do not complementally proceed 
In formal mournings, till the Counterfeit 
Makes us, thofe Chriflian mournings to forget 
Which are now cal'd for ; and till we have more 
True Caufe oiforrow then we had before ; 

And, 
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And, for the Dead, purfue ^ formal grieving 

Deftruftive to the welfare of the Living: 

Left, when the Dead, their Dead, in earth fhall cloth. 

One day, become a mourning-day to both. 

For, to fufpeft, juft caufe enough I find 

Some mifchief, for that day would be dejign'd 

And a£led too, if Vengeance could raife pow'r 

To do, what might be done at fuch an hour : 

As thofe defpights, do queftionlefs affure 

Which on his Scutcheon and his Portraiture 

Were lately afted, if believe we may 

What feems believ'd, and common Fame doth fay. 

Interments of the Dead, were firft intended 
Left by them, they who live, might be offended 
If not remov'd from fight : Therefore, by giving 
Things to the Dead, belonging to the living. 
Doth injure both ; and neither get, nor give 
Such honour, as we may perhaps conceive : 
But are occafions rather of Difgraces 
And of returning durt in our Faces. 
So Cynical my humor never was 
To think, men ftiould be buried like an Afs ; 
Nor fhall I ]udas-like, be difcontent 
To fee a box oipretious Odors fpent 
In burying him ; though for a while the Poor 
May want it ; if, their wants it make not more 
Then they can bear ; And, mends be made for that 
Which they have fuff 'red ere it be too late. 
But, I abhor it, when I do behold 
Walls clothed, and poor men expos'd to cold 
And nakednefs : or at their needlefs coft 
Another honoured whilft their credit's loft 
Which is more worth then Life ; and which to fave, 
They many times, their Lives adventur'd have. 

Small 
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Small honour, by that Fun! rail-Pomp, is got 
Where they who bear the charge approve it not. 
To bring a Prince, with glory to his grave, 
Is not to make his lifelefs Image brave ; 
To give as great a reverence thereunto 
As Pagans, to their Idols, us'd to do, 
Or, as they, who like worjhip have appli'd 
Unto his Image who was crucifi'd. 
It is not to make Pageants at their coft 
(Who think they have too much already lofl) 
With thofe vain Ceremonial Rites attended, 
Whereby, the fober-miitded are offended ; 
And till Spectators, Jeeringly do fay. 
It is a very cojlly Puppet-Play. 
Or, till it gives them caufe to be afear'd 
That, ivay thereby, to worfe things is prepar'd : 
For, this way, was Idolatry brought in ; 
This way, mod Superjlitions did begin ; 
And, this way, if GOD let it be purfu'd 
A little further, they will be renew'd 
Till that day comes, in which, what men endeavor 
To build up, fhall deftroyed be for ever. 

Philip of Spain, the Second (as 'tis fayd) 
Did, of a Funeral-Pageant, thus arayd, 
A Patern leave ; which is refembled much 
By this ; one circumjiance, (and fome few fuch) 
Excepted, (and for ought that I yet know. 
That might be privately, performed too.) 
Thofe Anti-roomes of State, with Blacks beclad. 
Through which, men to th! Effigies paffage had, 
And, wherein they were forced to Jiand bare, 
Becaufe a property unufeful there : 
For, Pater-nojlers, they fhould there have fed, 
And Ave-Maries, for the Soul 'Ca.z.'i^ dead. 
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If they that Ceremonie had obferved 
For which thofe places were at firft referved ; 
And, whereto (though unpra6lis'd at this day) 
Such Innovations, will perhaps make way. 

VVe are already, drawing very nigh 
To fuperjiitions, and Idolatrie; 
And, at the Back-door, that is coming in. 
Which at the Fore-door, hath expelled bin. 
Who, would have thought, that we, who do negle6l 
One of the goodlieft Piles oi Architcil 
In all the Chrijlian World, becaufe, long fmce, 
It feem'd profaiid, by things which gave offence f 
That we, fhould raife up Trophies, in its ftead. 
Of Straws and Sticks, and Kexes to the Dead ? 
And with exploded Vanities , defile 
The Palaces and Temples of this IJle ? 
Who, having feen what zeal expreffed was 
In pulling down of Croffes, painted Glafs, 
Old Altars, Images of Saints and Kings, 
(And with thefe, of fome inoffenjive things) 
Did then fuppofe, he fhould have liv'd to fee 
An Idol, in that place advanc'd to be, 
Where heretofore, an Altar, and a Rood 
To be adored by the People ftood ? 

Who can believe, that HE, who vilifide 
Not long ago, the vanitie and pride 
Of former Princes f That, HE, who had fpoke 
Againft the heavie burthens, and ^^yoak 
By them impos'd, and was himfelf the Rod 
And /word affum'd into the hand of GOD, 
To root them out ? That HE, who but of late, 
When he difmift the Counfellors of State 
Sayd to their Sergeant, Take away that Bdble ; 
(His Mace at that time, lying on the Table) 

D Should 
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Should ever of his own accord, think fit 
Thofe Trinkets which he fleighted to admit ? 
And, when he down into the Grave defcended. 
Should thither, with more vain pomps be attended 
Then any EngliJIi Prince, that heretofore 
A Soveraign Scepter, in thefe IJlands bore ? 

Oh ! times, oh manners ! how exceeding vain 
Is mans Heart, and how giddy, is his Brain f 
Who thinketh not, that fuch a Change hath feen. 
And, heeds what they feem'd who fo chang'd have 
But, that, far greater Changes, will appear, (been ? 
If GOD, prevents not, that which we may fear ? 
For that old Leven, which afide was lay'd. 
Into the lump, is fecretly convey'd : 
And now corruptions, do fo over-fpread 
The Body Politick, from foot to head, 
That fwarms of Hornets, and of Butterflies, 
Produc'd and fed, by new-fprung Vanities, 
Are like to multiply, till they fhall drive 
The lab'ring Bees, quite out of every Hive. 

Excufe my seal, if over-tart I feem 
In this point ; For, from no difguft of him, 
For whofe pretended honour this is done. 
Nor from malevolence to any one 
Who did defign it, this exprejjion flows ; 
Nor from what Prejudice, may mif-fuppofe ; 
But, from the Caufe that's given of offence. 
And, what I fear may be the Confequence. 

What Meteors, Windes, and Tempefls do forefhow 
I know not, neither take much care to know ; 
Becaufe, they rather warn us, to take heed 
What's doing, then declare what vi'iW fucceed : 
But, by our Flatteries, and by other things 
Which Pride produces ; by what daily fprings, 

From 
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From o\xx felf-feekings ; from our Avarices, 
And, from our many other fordid Vices, 
This, I am fure's pre/ag'd, that if we run 
Much farther, in the Coiirfe that's yet hel'd on, 
(And, GOD, our folly to take place permits) 
We fhall ere long run quite out of our wits ; 
And, be at laft deftroyed all together. 
By that Storm, which I fee approaching hither. 

But, who am I, that fay I do forefee 
A Storm, that you fliould credit give to me ? 
How can fuch things, to me, you fay be known ? 
How know you, when the Sun is almoft down 
That, Night will follow ? and the Day draw near 
When you behold the morning- Star appear ? 
Look not on him, who tells what may enfue, 
But look to that, whereby you may efchew 
The threatned Plague, which (as God's threatnings all 
Are for the moft part) is conditional. 
To that intent, your old negleSled Friend 
Amongfl you, one Remembrance more, will fend 
To fecond this, before perceive he fhall 
A MENE TEKEL, written on your Wall, 
Unlefs he fees GOD's patience out of date , 
And z}\ fore-warnings, like to come too late. 
Mean while, take this that follows : For he knows 
You look for Signs, of that which hefore-Jhows ; 
And, thefe (although they trivial may appear) 
Are true Fore-tokens of what's drawing near. 

Black Clouds, are now afcending o're thefe Lands, 
Whofe Figures do portend fome humane hands 
Promoting that great Storm ; But, when abroad 
Vifpreads, you will perceive the hand of GOD, 
Who, by z.Jbw-approaching doth exprefs. 
He comes to punifli, with unwillingnefs. 

D 2 Each 
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Each man, who is not wilful, plainly fees. 
He enters into Judgement, by degrees, 
To move us to Repentance, that the Doom, 
But threatned yet, might vanifh ere it come. 

GOD, hath made known unto us, in fome meafure, 
By every Element, his jufl: Difpleafure : 
Thofe things, without which, nothing is enjoy'd, 
Have all our late Enjoyments much deitroy'd. 
'Qy/udden Fires, our dwellings are confum'd, 
And, into fmoak, our pretious tjiings are fum'd. 
The Waters, in their Wombs, have fwallow'd up 
No little Portion of the Merchants hope, 
And, overflowing new, and Antient Bounds, 
Swept Flocks and Herds out of the lower Grounds. 
The Air,by Storms and Blajlings, Frojts and Snews, 
Deftroy'd our lajl Crops, in their faireft fhows ; 
Yea, after publickly we made Confeffions 
That, GOD, accepting our Humiliations, 
Had thereupon, vouchfafed pregnant Hopes 
Of Future Health, and of more Plenteous Crops ; 
Even fince that likely hope, we, for our Sin, 
Depriv'd of that Expectancy have bin. 
The Earth which bears us, too ; for our Offences 
With-holds her Bounty. Their fweet Influences 
The Heavens withdraw. Death, when unlook'd for, 
More oft then formerly, by New-Difeafes ; (feizes 
And, they, to give Accompt, are call'd upon. 
Who liv'd, as if accomptable to none. 

Hereto, the Naturalijl, perhaps will fay, 
Such things do happen to us every day, 
Or, in a fliort time, either more or lefs : 
Which I will grant ; but notwithftanding, this 
He muft grant too, that from the Worlds beginning 
Thefe were, and are, the known Rewards of Sinning: 

That 
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That they are alfo S.ignes, GOD will bring greater 
And more AffliBions, if we grow not better : 
That judgements , (though they be not general j 
On Families, and Private Perfons fall 
Ev'n day by day : That, we have lately feen 
Large Vials of GO Us Wrath, powr'd forth have been 
Upon the ftubborn Irijh, and the Scot, 
To warn us what will alfo be our Lot; 
And that none fhould G O D's Patience, therefore 
Becaufe a long time, He forbears to fmite ; (flight. 
Or, puft 'd by timely Warnings, when he fends them, 
Becaufe this way, to us he recommends them : 
For, this way, they declared were of old, 
And, this way, they fhall now again be told. 

But, hear me further, and relate I fiiall 
Some things, which do not ev'ry year befall ; 
Our ablefl Horfe, (ev'n thofe perhaps, wherein 
More truji repofed was, then fhould have bin) 
Die fuddenly, and Ditches are beftrow'd 
With thofe Bones, whereupon our Gallants rode : 
Their Stink (as once a Prophet faid) afcends, 
Yet, fbill, his hand againft us, GOD, extends. 
Thofe Leggs, likewife, which are our Second- Strength 
Do reel already, and will fmk at length 
That Body which they bear : the Wings by which 
We flew from Shoar to Shoar, and were made rich. 
Begin to flag, and fly not to and fro. 
With fuch Succefs, as they were wont to do. 
Some, whofe new Honours bloomed but lajl Spring, 
Fell with the Leaf, to fhew, how vain a thing 
Ambition is, and let them underftand 
Who flourifh yet, their Winter is at hand. 
Much, of our pretious Life-Blood up is drunk. 
The Sinews of our Pow'r are crack'd and fhrunk ; 
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Our Honour, with our Publick Faith is loft ; 
Our Private Credits are deftroy'd almoft : 
And, hard it is to fay, whether the Debtor 
Or Creditor, is in Condition better. 
The Parliaments Securities are flighted, 
And, He, whom they have by their A£ls invited 
To purchafe, (and, of paying whofe jufh Dues 
An Ordinance, and Orders made fair fhews) 
Though, more then ten years, are elapfed fince. 
Gets neither Many, Land, nor Recompence, 
Nor hope of ]ujlice ; but. Suits, to the wailing 
Of his Eftate, which may be everlafliing : 
And, they, who fhouId,from thefe Oppreffionscle&rhim, 
Either regard him not, or, or fit and jeer him ; 
Though both by Law, and Oath, they ftand oblig'd 
To fee the Publick Credit dif-engag'd. 
That which is due to Poor Men, i§ delay'd 
Till they have loft it twice, ere 'tis once pay'd. 
He that hath Lent, till he can lend no more. 
Is fure to lofe all, that he lent before ; 
And, that which to be given, hath been thought, 
Proves dearer otherwhile, then what we bought. 
All which things, being rightly underfl:ood. 
Are Signes (if not of much ill) oi fmall good. 
Should I here mention all Prevarications, 
Which have been ofifer'd to my Obfervations 
By being^/^^« Years together, tide 
(As by the Leg) near London to refide, 
They would fill up a Volume: and, but that 
Thoufands can witnefs what I might relate, 
It would be thought, I did Untruths aver, 
And, that, I were a fhamelefs flanderer ; 
For, our Abominations have exceeded 
All Meafure, and are more then can be heeded. 

It 
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It can by no true Englijhman be born, 
Without much Indignation, and more /corn, 
To fee Foot-walkers, when on Horfe-back fet, 
So much their late Condition to forget, 
As, fupercilioufly to look on thofe 
By whom, out of Obfcurity they rofe ; 
And when men feek but ]uftice, and their own. 
How thefe, (as if to have an Alms beftown 
They were implor'd) provoke with harfli replies 
The fuff' ring-Suppliant, till his Blood doth rife. 
And Words are fpoken, whereon doth enfue 
Another Wrong, becaufe he fpoke what's trtie. 

Sometimes, from week to week, from year to year, 
Suits are defer'd, which they with fpeed fhould hear ; 
Yet, nothing then effefted, but expence, 
More adding to a former indigence. 
Both Means and Time, which fully might enable 
To do their Work ; they fpend in Bibble-babble, 
Or needlefs Complements ; and will not wave 
A Feajl or Vijit, though it were to fave 
A man from Ruine ; and when Plaints are long, 
By long OppreJJion, they' away are flung. 
Their Suppliants are forc'd to hunt them thorough 
Their Jlarting-koles , like Rabbets through their Bo- 
Yet, hardly come to fpeak with them, before (rough. 
They (as it were) fet Purfe-Nets, at each door ; 
And then, unlefs they likewife, get a Hay 
Pitch'd round about them, they will flip away. 
That, which is abfolutely in their Pow'r, 
And, might be finiflied in half an hour, 
Is made a Bujinefs during term of life ; 
And, then, the Suitor dies without relief: 
For, Suppliants are oft defer'd fo long. 
That, they at lafl:, who fhould redrefs the Wrong 
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Are puzzel'd too ; and fuch as have been griev'd 

So num'rous grow, that few can be reliev'd. 

No inarvail ; for the Body - Politick 

In every part almoft, is Lame or Sick ; 

So, that, thofe Limbs, which in themfelves are able, 

Are render'd by the reft unferviceable ; 

.For, though the Foot be whole, it cannot go 

Becaufe, the Great Gout, lames the greatejl Toe. 

And, very mean performances are found 

Where, in both Hands , there's but one finger found. 

If, it obje£l:ed be, that fuch Delayes 
May juftly be occafion'd many vvayes ; 
'Tis granted, that, it may be fo in fome ; 
But not till twice /even years elaps'd become, 
Without apparent wrong : And, that abufes 
Are this way offer'd, for which no excufes 
May be allow' d, fomc thoufands living arc. 
Who, if need be, thereof can vvitnefs bear. 
When Ptiblick-Debts have many yeers been due, 
And Creditors compel'd for them to fue 
Till they, in Labour, time, and other Cojl, 
The Principal, and fo much more have loft , 
The Shamelefs Officers inftead of paying, 
Put off the Creditors, with this harfli faying, 
' Tis an old Debt ; as if men did them wrong 
To ask for that which had been due fo long ; 
And, that, the way to right them, who implore 
Redrefs for old ivrongs, were to do them more. 
Nay, there is fo much falfehood and deceit 
In many, that, they make poor men to wait 
From day to day, from morning untill noon, 
From noon till night. Delay, ftill fpinning on, 
(Till many dayes and nights, and weeks arc fpcnt) 
As if to grant their Suits they truly meant, 
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Although they from the firft hour, did intend 
To give them flat denial in the end 
And, ufually, when they fpeak fair and fmile, 
They pick your Purfe, or cut your Throat the while. 

They, who are guilty of fuch things, and know 
That I, and thoufands, know them to be fo, 
Will fay, perhaps, I Rail; but 'tis no matter; 
To Rail, is fomewhat better then to Flatter. 
None but a Fool will term it Railing, when 
Reproaching Vices, we conceal the Men. 
None, but a Brazen-fac' d-Offender dares, 
Exceptions take to that, which truth avers ; 
And none but Mad-men cafl reproach on thofe 
Who chide them, to prevent their overthows. 

I will proceed to further Demonftration 
Of thofe Signes, which portend a Defolatioa. 
Strange Prodigies, which not fo oft have been 
In this our Clymate, are now often feen. 
By Looks, or Language, it is hard to know 
Whom you may now repute your Friend or Foe : 
They, who have but one Head, have now two Faces, 
And two Tongues : Both their Offices and Places, 
The Members of tlte felf-fame Body Jhift; 
Though neither of them, hath the others gift. 
The Little Toe, although to be a Thumb 
It hath been rais'd, will not content become, 
Unlefs it may obtain that both the Hands 
Shall be fubjedled under his commands. 
The Head's cut off; and though that in its ftead. 
The Foot, may have admittance to be Head, 
It (quite forgetting what it was before) 
Will fcarce be pleas'd, unlefs it may be more. 
Nay, from Ambition, Vermine are not free ; 
The nafty Body-Lice, would Head-Lice be. 

E Thofe 
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Thofe wicked Spirits that engender ftrife, 
Among us, more then ever, are now rife. 
Stupidity, DiJlraSlion, Giddinefs, 
With fuch-like, many thoufands do poffefs ; 
And, haunted now, our Habitations are 
With vvorfe Hobgoblins, then the Faires were. 
To their own Principles, but very few, 
Save Enemies and wicked Men are true. 
Thofe Changes, which but rarely did befal, 
Are in thefe Iflands Epidemical. 
The Servant rides, the Majler goes on foot, 
And, is his Servant?, Servant, too, to boot : 
The filly School-Boyes do prefume to teach ; 
The Foxes pray, the foolifh Geefe do preach ; 
And, mofh things are fo turned topfy-turvy, 
That what looks beft, methinks, is very fcurvy. 

Not onely thofe Egyptians, among whom 
We live, oppreffors of us are become. 
But Brethren alfo ftrive ; yea, Saints, with ire 
Are fo inflam'd, that they call out for fire 
From Heaven, on thofe, who onely difagree 
From them, in things that but indiff'rent be ; 
And, we are told, by one whom I believe. 
What it portends, where fuch things we perceive. 
By Natural Experience, we have found 
That, Injlruments which yeild a diff'ring found, 
(And Tones, and Voices, though they various be) 
In Confort, do melodioufly agree. 
So, we fhould likewife, finde thefe Differences 
In "judgement, whereat we now take Offences, 
Would make true Harmony, if we to Him 
Did leave it, who knows how to order them ; 
And took more care (then moft of us have done) 
To fet our own Tongues, and our Hearts in tune. 

Our 
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Our Friends in Forraign Parts, and here at home, 
Each of the other jealous are become ; 
And fhould there be a Breach, no Mortal knows 
Whether our old Friends, or our elder Foes, 
Would prove our greateft Enemies ; or, whether 
They, would to mifchieve us, joyn all together. 
Our N-ew Allies, are likely at our need, 
To be to us, but an Egyptian Reed, 
Or, like a coftly Armoxir, by whofe weight, 
We are more tir'd, then guarded in the Fight ; 
And fomewhat founds from them (unlefs Fame lies) 
Which an unpleajing Sequel fignifies. 
Thefe things, (at leaft united) do forefhew 
That, iome foul Weather fhortly may enfue : 
GOD, alfo ftands, with Arm outftretched ftill. 
The Sentence of His ]ujlice to fulfil. 
If we confult but with meer Human Reafon, 
What's likely to fucceed at fuch a Seafon 
As this appears, by lofs of him alone, 
Who lately was removed from the Throne : 
What Counfels and what Cojl it will require 
To keep fo many Irons in the Fire 
As he hath left unwrought ; and what it would 
Coft more, to let them lie till they are cold. 
If we confider. That he was of late 
The Middle, and, main Pillar, of this State ; 
The Atlas (as the Attribute that's giv'n 
By one, hath term'd Him) of our Britijh Heav'n, 
And, into what Confufions, it is thought 
All things at his Deceafe, might have been brought ; 
Obferving therewithal (without concluding 
Upon falfe Thefes, or, our felves deluding) 
In what apparent Dangers we are left. 
By being, at this time, of him bereft, 
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It may portend, although the Sun fliines yet, 
A Storm will rife before that he doth fet. 

And yet, we ought not fo much to reflefl 
Our thoughts- on Him, that we thofe things negle6t 
Which more concern us ; or fuppofe that we 
Depriv'd of any fuch advantage be. 
As is conceived ; for, he had not gone. 
But, that, the work ordain'd for him was done. 
GOD, rais'd him, by Dejlroying, to prepare 
A way for that which he intends to rear. 
And, to that purpofe qualifi'd him fo. 
As they were, whom of old he call'd to do 
Such Services ; and, as it feems, intended 
No further ufe of him, when that was ended : 
He faw, the Poiv'r which was on him beftowne 
Imployed in Defigmnents of his own ; 
Then, re-affum'd it : and, they had been troubled 
Perhaps, who pray his Spirit might be doubled 
On his Succeffor, if GOD, ftiould have faid 
A ME N, to that, for which they blindly pray'd. 

We, likewife, (as of late that Parliament 
From whom he took the Supreme Government) 
So Idolized, that, we thought too little 
Confer'd upon him by the Soveraign Title 
Which, GOD permitted him to undertake. 
And, what his Army pleas'd of him to make. 
To govern us, we long'd for fuch a Thing 
As other Nations have ; forfooth, a King, 
With all the former burthenfome Aray 
Of Kingjhip, which was lately took away : 
Though he, as much as Flejh and Blood could do, 
Refus'd it, with fome perfeverance too. 
And, not content to make him parallel 
With all who are recorded to excel 
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In Vertues, by Prophane or Sacred Story ; 
But plac'd him, in a higher SpJtere of Glory. 
We gave him Attributes, which unto none 
Belongs, but to the Deitie alone ; 
And towards him, our felves oft fo behaved, 
As if by him alone, we could be faved ; 
Which peradventure, did provoke GOD's wrath 
To do to Him and Us, as done He hath, 
GOD's dealing therefore, let us duly weigh. 
To do him all the honour, that we may : 
For no refpe£l of Perfons, Love, or Fear, 
Should from that Duty, flatter or deter. 

To that intent, it will have fome Relation, 
To know and heed, that his lafl: Vifitation 
By Sicknefs, did that Day on him appear. 
Which made the time compleatly juft a Year, 
Since he folemnized a Publick Faft 
To pacifie GOD's Wrath for Failings Pafl ; 
As alfo for removing from our Clime, 
Such Sicknejfes, as raged at that time : 
And, that, fome Cautions, for that day prepar'd, 
Were in their Seafon, unto him prefer'd, 
To minde him what fmall good could be expefted 
From FormaUFafls, where ]u/iice was negledled ; 
And what at laft would follow thereupon, 
If Works of Mercy, were ftill left undone. 
At that time, fuch Pre-Cautions tendred were 
('As, if need be, hereafter you fhall hear) 
For, GOD, to offer them, did me incline. 
And, to his hands, they were prefer'd by mine : 
But, whether he perufed them or no. 
Since they prefented were, I neither know,] 
Nor what Effe£l they had, if that be none, 
Which at the years end, did enfue thereon. 

We 
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We fhould confider too, how on that day, 
Juft that day twelve-month he was took away, 
(Wherein he kept a Formal Celebration 
Of Thankfulnefs, for publike prefervation) 
That very day, of his chief Triumphs turning 
Into a fad and Fatal day of mourning: 
How that day, whereon (if Fame hath not lide) 
He purpos'd to be crowned King, he dide ; 
Leaving an Image, with a waxen Face , 
To be inftal'd, and crowned in his place : 
Which, as fince we defac'd Crowns, 'twas thefirjl 
That wore one, I defire, may be the worji. 
Who Ihall from this time forward, live to bear 
A Soveraign Scepter, or a Crown to wear. 

If we confider duly as we ought, 
Thefe things ; with fuch like, as to ferious thought 
Are thereby tendred ; more, from thence there might 
Inferred be, then I think fit to write. 
Or, fhould I tell, what was prepar'd, likewife, 
To make compleat his Fortnal Sacrifize 
Laft mentioned, and what effefts it had. 
Some wholfome ufes, might thereof be made 
Which muft deferred be ; becaufe my Reafon 
Perfwades me, that they are not, yet mfeafon. 

I know a Flatfrer, feared not to fay 
That, was the third time, his ViSlorious day 
By conqu'ring Death : But, wifemen, do contemn 
That Glofs, becaufe, that day. Death conquer' d him ; 
And, do believe, and know, that none but he 
Who dide for our Redemption on a Tree 
(And, rais'd himfelf, to breathe immortal breath) 
Ought to be ftil'd the Conqueror of Death. 
He onely, who, above the Heav'ns doth dwell, 
And conquered with Death, both Sin and Hell, 
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Deferves that Attribute: and they, who dare, 
To others give the fame, Blafphemers are, 
(Except in that fenfe, which, makes all who die 
In him, partakers of his Vidlorie') 
He had his fhare of Honour, and, not little 
His Portion was ; Let not his Majiers Title 
Afcribed be to him : For, they, who hear it, 
And are his Servants, cannot, will not bear it ; 
Nor be affraid to fpeak, what may encreafe 
GOD's honour, whofe foe're it maketh lefs. 

GOD call'd him hence that day, to make us heed, 
That, he in all his ASlings doth proceed 
By Number, Weight, and Meafure ; both to places, 
And Times referring them in many cafes. 
To make obfervable his Vifitations ; 
As alfo, to raife up our contemplations 
To that, which he Dejigns : yea, he advances 
Their executions, oft, with Circumjlances, 
Not common ; that, by fearching, we may finde 
His meaning, and conform unto his minde. 

I know, he was upon that day, advis'd 
To fomewhat, which he fhould not have defpis'd 
Whereto he gave fmall heed, or none at all. 
Till what was juftly feared did befal : 
And, who knows, what befide that was neglefted ? 
What was pretended then, what, fmce proje6ted ? 
Or, what mif-profecuted, or mif-done. 
Which might provoke the great Almighty-one , 
To call him on that very day from hence, 
Which was the day of his magnificence ; 
And lay the Scepter level with thefpade. 
Oh ! make thereof, fuch ufe as fhould be made ; 
For, knowing what I know, relates thereto, 
I, cannot unobferved let it go. 

We 



39 



34 Salt upon Salt. 

We know that Death, which is the hire of Sin, 

On that day, always payable hath bin, 

In which 'tis afted, though, GOD, by reprieve 

Defers it oft, or, wholly doth forgive. 

We know there are fome fins , for which, ev'n they 

Who are GOD'S cho/en ones, are took away 

From thofe Enjoyments, which they might have had, 

Until a Forfeiture of them is made. 

Mofes, for fpeaking rafhly, was denyed 

The promts' d Land, and in that Defart Aytt, 

Where others fell ; and, thus, it doth befal 

To many of GOD's Saints, if not to all. 

We either know, or we fhould know, likewife. 
That, for our National impieties 
As well as for their ovinjins. Princes may 
In wrath be given, or , be took away. 
The Holy-Ghojl hath faid, that, when to lies 
The King gives ear (and fuch are Flatteries) 
The people, there are wicked. And, our fin 
The Caufe in chief, hath peradventure bin, 
Which, from his firft Intentions, him declin'd. 
To that which was not for our weal defign'd, 
Nor for his honour: yea, our /elves we may 
Moft juftly blame, if he forfook the way 
Wherein, he by the Publike-Card fhould fl:eer : 
For, fome of us thereto his Tempters were, 
And, by onr/ervile Flatteries, both made voyd 
His firfl Refolves, and our own Hopes defl:roy'd. 

As, therefore, when GOD, gave the Jews a King, 
He then, did by a dreadful Thundering, 
And by a great Rain in their Harveft time. 
Declare that they had much difpleafed him ; 
So, peradventure, that Storm, which did roar 
So univerfally four days before 
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He took hence our Protestor, was intended 

To fignifie, that he is much offended 

With all this Land, ev'n from him that's on high 

Enthron'd, to him, who in the ftreet doth lie : 

For, not alone, high Palaces it rock'd, 

But, alfo very dreadfully it knock'd 

At ev'ry door ; and made a fignal fpoile, 

In ev'ry Skire and Province of this IJle. 

Oh ! let us therefore fearch out his intent ; 

For, when he fpeaks loud, there is fomewhat meant 

Deferving more then ordinary heed, 

Whereon (if fleighted) mifchief will fucceed. 

He feldom, putteth forth a dreadful Voyce, 

Save unto thofe, whom nothing moves but Noyfe : 

And, if that, wakes them not, nor makes them fear him, 

The next time , they fliall feel him , ere they Aear 

Let not a vain refpeft to Worms and Dufl, (him. 

Make us to GOD, and to our f elves unjuil : 

For, what he a£ls, and how he doth proceed, 

We ought, in ev'ry Circumflance to heed, 

Whomever it concerns, and nothing hide , 

Whereby he may be duly glorifide, 

Or, men reform'd. Then, let us, fmce we may 

Be dead to morrow, hear Ms Voyce to day. 

We have had many days, wherein, he hath 
Shewn Mercy, and forewarn'd us of his wrath. 
•Sometimes, in Calm-flill voyces, he doth fpeak ; 
Sometimes, in whirl-winds, which the Rocks dobreak : 
As once 'twas fayd to Ifr'el heretofore , 
Then what he hath done, what fhould he do moref 
We have had many days, wherein, we made 
Both Vows and Prayers, which acceptance had j 
In them we made fome (hews oi penitence 
For that, which gave him caufe to take offence, 

F And 



41 



36 Salt ztpoji Salt. 

And for an Ahab-like humiliation, 
GOD, of his dooms, vouchfaf 'd a mitigation ; 
Yet, ftill, the very fame, our Courfes be. 
Now, GOD, will have his days as well as we. 
He hath decreed a time, wherein, he will 
As we have done ovx pleafure, his fulfil ; 
And who can tell, hovf Jlowly, or howfoon. 
That, which he hath refolved, fliall be done ? 

What look we for ? Lo, on a day of note. 
Our Shepherd, our ProteSlor, he hath fmote. 
A Prince, of whom our own and neighU ring Nations, 
Had gr&dl proof s, and far greater expe£lations : 
Beyond \iSsfet day, if he fpar'd not him, 
How can we hope, he will defer our time ? 
Who knows, but that, if it fucceeded thus 
With him in one yeer. One yeer more to us 
May be as fatal, if we ftill put off 
Repentance, and at ^\s fore-warning feoff ? 

ProteSlor, and ye Counfellors of State, 
Be therefore wife, before it be too late : 
Ye Princes, and ye Judges of the Land, 
Learn, and obferve what GOD hath now in hand : 
And all ye people throughout thefe three Nations, 
Take notice of thofe dreadful Vifitations 
Which are portended, that, they may be made 
Quite voyd, and have EffeSls to make you glad. 
Truft not in Ric/tes, for, they wings have got. 
And, will flie off, when you fufpefl it not. 
Trufl not in Earthly Power ; for 'twill at length, 
Break, and be ruined, by its ownftrength. 
Truft not in Princes ; For you can of none 
Have more hopes, then you had of him that's gone; 
But, truft him, who, doth no mans truft deceive ; 
Of whom nor Death, nor ought elfe can bereave ; 

And, 



Salt upon Salt. 37 

And, who, nor Love, nor Power, nor wifdotn lacks 
To finifh, what for you he undertakes. 

Think, and fpeak foberly of him that's gone ; 
For, he the work of GOD hath carry'd on, 
So far as his appointed Station went ; 
And, being but a mortal Injirmnent 
Made of the felf-fame brittle earthen Jiuff, 
That others are, was not, of fo much proof 
Againft the baneful Flatteries of thofe. 
Who feem'd his true Friends, as againft his Foes 
In open Field, who could not aft the part 
Of fuch as made their Batfries on his heart. 

I look upon his Failings as mine own, 
And neither whilft he lived made them known, 
(Nor will difclofe them further being dead) 
But, that the living may be profited, 
And that, GOD may be honour'd as he ought 
By that which to remembrance (hould be brought. 
My Confcience bears me witnefs that I know 
No malice, in my heart againft a Foe, 
Much lefs againft a Friend, whom I profeft 
To ferve ; and who, to his own Interejl 
(In what he from the right-way did decline) 
Did much more injury, then unto mine. 
His Words and Deeds, were all the means I had 
To know him by ; and what Refult was made 
By me thereon, I did fmce his deceafe 
Thus briefly in an Epitaph exprefs. 
Which here I'll add, the Cenfures to prevent 
Both of the Flatt'rer and Malevolent, 
Who (in a manner) crucifie his Name, 
Betwixt a Glorious and In-glorious Fame 
As much as may be, to advdince felf-ends , 
And nullifie, what GOD, thereby intends. 

F 2 THE 
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The EPITAPH. 

HEre Dead He lies ; who, Living here. 
Was Britain's greatejl Hope and Fear, 
And, by "what was on Him bejlown, 
Had all His Equals over-grown : 
His Predeceffor's Sins and our, 
Made way for Him to Soveraign Power ; 
By rendring that an A£l of^t^ion 
And Juftice, which had elfe been Treafon, 
No Prince, was ever heretofore 
More praifed, or difpraifed more. 
Advantages, few ever won 
So great : None loflfo great a one. 
This World afford no Pattern can 
Which better fhews what is in Man. 
His Vertues, were enough to do. 
So much as GOD defign'd Him to. 
He Failings had: But, when liv'd any 
That had not every way as many, 
If he (whilft here abode he made) 
Such Tempters and Temptations had f 
Prefume not therefore ; but with Fear 
Minde, what you know, and fee, and hear: 
Yea heed, what GOD, and Men have done, 
But judge none but your felves alone ; 
And aim in chief, how to increafe 
GOD's Glory, and the Publick Peace. . 

This Change, and failing of our Expeftations, 
In many fev'ral Things, which have Relations 

To 
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To Us and Him, forewarn us to purfue 

Some fpeedy Courfe, Confufion to efchew, 

And fortifie our Peace : But, what to do 

Few know, or what will beft conduce thereto ; 

Nor fhall know, till a Parliament convenes 

To fearch what GOD, this Prince, & People means. 

In order to their wi(h'd-for Settlement, 

The State hath chofe another Injlrument, 

Whom GOD, hath in the room oi OLIVER, 

Permitted to be his Probationer. 

In Prudence, this Expedient they have us'd. 

Left our Confujions, growing more confus'd. 

Might bring in Anarchy : And if they now, 

Purfue what GOD's, and humane Laws allow, 

And fhall not Arbitrarily proceed 

Ought further, then unquejlionable Need 

Neceflitates, till thofe things on their Bajis 

Are fixed, which were thruft out of their places : 

It may in little time, conduce to that 

Which Men of Jingle Heart, have aimed at. 

But, who, or what, will henceforth be a Bar 

To Righteoufnefs, the Sequel muft declare, 

And will make manifeft, what Mask foever 

It put upon an oppofite Endeavour. 

If he hath confcientioufly been chofe, 
(Which none but GOD and his EleSlors knows) 
Our Peace, by this Prince, will be further'd more, 
Then by him whom we wrought with heretofore. 
Although he brings not fuch APPEARANCES 
Either for His , or Our Advantages, 
As did his PredeceJJbr : for we may 
Finde thofe DefeSls fupplide another way ; 
Yea, want perhaps, of what the former had 
In fome kindes, may to our advantage add. 

Time 
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Time, oft difcovers in a timely feafon , 
What cannot be till then difcern'd by Reafon. 
Wife Samuel, fail'd in his conjefturing 
Which of the Sons of ]ejfe fhould be King. 
A Man of War, now fitteft for the Throne 
Some thought ; but, we behold inftal'd thereon 
A Man of Peace: And if in his Probations 
He bide the Teft, he fhall be to thefe Nations, 
A Fortrefs of Defence, in fpight of thofe, 
Who, in his Government, fhall him oppofe ; 
Provided, we obftrufl: not Providence, 
By perfevering in impenitence. 

The Supreme Title, is on him confer'd. 
And, by what way foe'er it was acquir'd. 
That, for the prefent with a Soveraign Poisfr 
Invefts him ; and whatever we call our , 
Is in his hands, with all th' Authority 
Which Scepters, Globes, or Crowns do fignifie. 
And, of that Dignity he flands poffeft 
(By GOD's permiffive Providence, at leaft) 
Not that he fhould Ufurp, or challenge them. 
As due unto his Fathers Houfe, or Him ; 
But, being forfeited by our TranfgreJJion, 
Them, in his hands he hath by fequeflration. 
To be fecur'd there, till by Penitences, 
A Pardon, be fu'd out, for our Offences, 
That, what, by Natures Law, and by GOD's Word, 
To us belongeth, may be then reftor'd : 
For, GOD, Almighty, to no other ends. 
Such Seizures, by a Soveraign Prince intends : 
Save when, on wicked Nations he beftowes 
A wicked Prince, for both their overthrows. 

If to GOD's ends, he Quadrate his Defire, 
He, fhall become, far greater then his Sire. 

He 
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He fliall do nobler things, then ere he did ; 

More he fliall Conquer, then he conquered : 

Affairs, which he of whom we are bereft, 

Both difficult and in confufion left, 

He fhall reduce to Order ; not alone 

Subduing Men and Realms, as he hath done, 

But conquer alfo, thofe deJiruSlive Evils, 

Which would deftroy all, and triumph o'er Devils. 

Nay, though he had been, either by his Youth, 

By Flatterers, pretending zeal to Truth, 

Or if he by a carnal Hope or fear 

Of Danger, had been tempted to adhere 

To thofe Defigns, which under fair pretences, 

May, to the Publick Rights, do violences ; 

Yet, if he fhall conform to GOD, and them, 

Whofe Love, and Counfel, he fliould not contemn ; 

It fhall (by much) a greater honour do him. 

Then Scepters, Crotvns,a.nd Thrones can adduntohim. 

Yea, if upon the day of his Probation 

He to the Supreme Council of this Nation, 

(AfTembled lawfully, and duly chofe) 

Shall rather hearken, then give ear to thofe 

Who flatter him in fecret ; they fhall never 

Forfake him, but his Servants be for ever. 

It fhall on him, confer more Happinefs 

Then, I in words, am able to exprefs. 

Win him more Love then can by gold be bought. 

Bring in more ^oy, keep Terrors better out, 

And (whilfl on Earth he lives) fecure him more, 

Then if each fmgle Souldier were a fcore ; 

And, were my Life, of value to be pledg'd 

For that Adventure, it fhould be ingag'd. 

Contrary-wife, if he their Lore purfue 
Who will perfwade him, that all is his due 

Which 
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Which he can grafp ; or Ihall inftead oi Law 

Imploy the fword, to keep Free-Men in aw ; 

GOD, will arife ; and none fhall need to ftrive, 

A Remedy, by Violence, to contrive. 

For if we wait on him, and fit but ftill. 

Submitting patiently unto his Will, 

Our Chief Opprejjfbrs he will caufe to be 

Their own deftru6lion, and fo fet us free. 

Or, make our Foes our Friends, and back reftore 

All that was taken from us heretofore. 

By fuch means, GOD in former times releaft 

His People, who by Tyrants were oppreft. 

As doth appear, by that which did befal 

In Babylon, and in ^ Egyptian-thral, 

Where, not a man made ufe of Jiand, or tongue 

To free himfelf, by violence, from wrong, 

Except by Prayers, which (although offence 

It gives to fome) is lawful violence. 

And, by fome fuch means when GOD's time is come, 

Our Bondage, we fhall be deliver'd from. 

GOD, hath a thoufand wayes, to break the/(Jzc/V 
Of twentie thoufand Tyrants in an hour ; 
Yet, may prove many Tooles, till he finds one. 
Or, moe, to finifh what he hath begun. 
If this turn Edge, he, peradventure may 
Take thofe again, that have been_/f««^ away. 
Which being purged in AffliSlions Fire, 
Will, now be pliable to his Defire. 
Their ASlings, whom we now impow'red fee, 
Will fhortly, evidently fignal be. 
Of what fhall follow : But, I fear th'event, 
Will not produce a happy Settlement, 
Till our Trujlees, Ele6ted fhall appear 
For Confcience-Jake, more then for Belly-Cheer, 

Or 
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Or fuch-like by-refpe6ls ; (by which we feem 
To have our Birth-Rights in a mean efteem :) 
And, till, GOD, likewife, hath by Lot a Voice, 
(As well as men) both in the future Choice 
Of our Prote£lors ; and of others too, 
Who muft help aft the work that's yet to do. 
But, this will be ho pleafing Propofition 
To Avarice, Self-feeking and Ambition. 

There's yet a Signe (to which things fore-expreft 
Relation have) more fignal then the reft. 
Which, if it ftiall continue as it hath 
Continu'd, will add Vengeance, unto Wrath ; 
And, what vain hope foever, we may cherifti. 
We, with our Prince and Government, (hall perifli. 
GOD, where this grows predominant, defpifes 
All Vows, Tears, Prayers, Cries and Sacrifices, 
Fafts and Thankfgivings : For, he findes them all 
Where this remains, but Hypocritical. 
This is that Signe, which did in ev'ry Age, 
Thofe irrevocable Fore-Dooms prefage. 
That introduc'd \:he final Defolations, 
Of all thofe mighty Empires, Kings and Nations, 
Whereof there's little left now, but a Name, 
Preferv'd among us by an empty Fame, 
For our Examples : This is that which fhook 
Their Thrones, their Crowns defac'd, their Scepters 
Yet, this Signe is upon us, at this day ; (broke : 
From us, with fpeed, remove it LORD, away. 

You look, as men expefting I fhould fhow 
What ^^^^ that is. Good GOD! whatdoyouknow 
If this you know not 1 Do you not behold 
That Signe, by what I have already told 1 
Are you afleep Friends ? have you neither Ears 
Nor Eyes, that, undifcern'd this yet appears .' 

G Do 
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Do you not hear the Groans of Men diftreft ? 
The Loud-loud Cries, of thofe who are opprefl; ? 
Nor what z/ad Complaint attefted Hands 
This day, by many hundreds of their hands ? 
Have you not heard, how Prisoners do complain ? 
Nor feen what Tears are poured out in vain 
By Widdows and poor Orphanes ? fee ye not 
What vaft Eftates are by Oppreffbrs got, 
To their undoing, who their Lively-hood, 
Their Fathers, Husbands, or their Brothers Blood 
Loft for the Publick ? fee you not how fad 
(Poor fouls) they are ? how lean, and how unclad ? 
Have you not heard a Mercilefs-Decree 
Condemn the ]ujl, and fet the Wicked free ? 
Do you not fee, that, hundreds of Petitions 
Have many yeers made known Mens fad conditions, 
Without CompaJJion ? and what dif-regard 
Befalls them, who have merited reward ? 
Obferve you not, that they, who made complaints 
Ev'n unto thofe who are efleemed Saints, 
Finde them as fenflefs of their faddeft moans. 
As men hew'd out of Blocks, or carv'd mjiones f 
And, that Hypocrijie (in GOD's account 
The worft of fins) is now grown Paramount ? 
Have you not feen Blood, as if water fpilt, 
And Black Dejignes with Golden Colours guilt ? 
Nor rndLtiy foul Offences made appear 
As if they meritorious ASlions were ? 
Perceive you not, who Joyning are together. 
Who give and take Pow'r, to and from each other. 
To re-infringe our Chrijlian Liberty f 
And, by pretending Zeal to Piety, 
Or Civil Peace, advance the Interejl 
Of our old Foe, the Seven-headed Beajl, 

With 
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With his Fal/e Prophet ? and invented have 
A Grin, both Soul and Body to inflave ? 

Perceive you not, that Importunities, 
Which made one from his Bed and Children rife, 
(And mov'd a ]udge, who fear'd not GOD nor Men) 
Prevails not now, as it prevailed then ? 
And, that. Mens tender Mercies are become 
More cruel, then their Cruelties to fome ? 
Nay, fee you not, this Signe more fignal made 
By that, which our Apqjlacies now add ? 
And, that, this day, we do apparently 
Stand guilty of the great'ft Apojlacie 
From our firft Covenants, Vows and Protejlations, 
Then ever could be charged on thefe Nations f 
Obf^rve you not, what foolifli Prophejies 
We take up ? how, of Fictions and of Lies 
W^e make us Refuges, as heretofore 
They did, whofe Paper- Works, we down have tore ? 
And how the lying Prophets and the Priejls 
Comply, to fave their carnal Interejis ? 
Have you not lately taken obfervation. 
That Laws by grofs, have had a confirmation, 
Of which there's nothing on Record, (or little) 
To warrant them, except their Names or Title ? 
And heed you not what Mifchieves that abufe 
With fuch-like, may infenfibly produce ? 

Well, GOD, forgive us all ; for I believe 
Thefe things you may apparently perceive. 
But, if you fhall make doubt, whether or no 
It be, as I believe, or elfe, not fo. 
To GOD Himfelf. for tryal I'll appeal, 
And, to the People of this Commonweal, 
Who, know what's done, and will not be afraid 
To juftiiie what may be truly faid. 

G 2 For 
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For, when this Signe is fix'd ; though men look high 
Or big, it fliews DeJiruSlion draweth nigh. 
Yea, though the Proud may feemingly contemn 
This Signe, it will impreffions leave on them : 
For, horrid inward Pangs, zxiAfecret Dread 
Will feize upon their Hearts, when this is read; 
And that great Storm of Brimftone, Fire, and Snares, 
Which GOD, for men impenitent prepares. 
Will oft to minde be brought ; and waking keep 
Their eyes, fometimes, when they defire to fleep. 
But to be plain (why fhould there be a doubt 
Of that whereof. Proofs need not to be brought ?) 
I, fee the want of ^ujiice and CompaJJion 
(The moft apparent Signe of Defolation) 
So evident ; that, I, do boldly here 
Before GOD, Men and Angels, witneffe bear 
That our Oppreffions are at this day more 
Then ere I knew them at one time before. 
Since firft I knew the world; though I have been 
No ftranger where mens a6lings beft are feen ; 
And, where I faw (for their and our Offences) 
Six Parliaments cut off by Violences , 
Or by untimely ends , within the fpace 
Of thefe laft twenty years, and fomewhat lefs : 
Yea, though I've feen two Governments arow 
Deftroyed for Injujlice ; and fee now 
A Third indanger'd ; which thus makes me fpeak, 
And like the Son of Crcefus, forth to break 
Into exprefllons beyond Expeftation, 
To make men feek their timely Prefervation. 
For this Signe is fo fatal, that unlefs 
It quickly be remov'd by Righteoufnefs 
And Brotherly CompaJJion, we fhall never 
Enjoy that Peace for which we do endeavor. 

Some 
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Some, naythelefs, will judge me worthy blame 
And punifhment, thus to difclofe the Ihame 
Of this my Nation ; and, I fliould confefs 
That for fo doing, I deferv'd no lefs , 
If Malice had inclin'd me thereunto ; 
Or, if I ought have aggravated fo, 
That it exceedeth Truth ; or, if o'er-blown 
Thefe Crimes had been, unlefs by me made known. 
But, 'tis not fo, nor fo ; And, if he may 
Deferve the Rod, who doth but write or fay 
What is mif-done, (and fpeaks it with intent 
Thofe Mifchieves which may follow to prevent) 
What merit they, who a6l them without care 
Of what fad things, they certain Symptomes are ? 

That this bears Date the laft day of December 
Injixteen hundred fifty eight, remember ; 
And, that a Reconcilement be before 
We have provok'd GOD's Patience, one yeer more ; 
Left, I my/elf, be made another Signe 
Of what the former Symptomes pre-divine. 
For, thofe Confufions Which diftrafl this Sate, 
Are typified in my outward Fate, 
And printed on me, by that violation 
Of Jujiice, which defiles this Generation. 
They feem to have enough in outward (how. 
To bear their Port, to pay the Debts they ow, 
And for the future a fufl!iciency : 
So alfo, if I had my Right, have I. 
As (notwithftanding this) with much ado 
They, now fubfift : So, fares it with me too. 
As, at the prefent, their Expences be 
More then their Incomes ; So it is with me. 
They have more Foes then Friends ; And much I am 
Deceived, if I may not fay the fame. 

My 
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My Foes and troubles in another year 

May ruine me ; and fo will theirs I fear 

If he on whofe affiftance I depend 

Prevents not what their Foes and mine intend, 

Before another yeer wheels round, I may 

Enjoy an outward Peace ; And fo Ihall they 

If they embrace the means, that will be fhown, 

And, follow not Devices of their own. 

Yea, that perhaps, which will to them betide, 

Shall in my Lot, be ^r&. pretypifide. 

If timely ]ujlice, be vouchfaf 'd to me, 

By timely Mercies, they reliev'd fliall be : 

If I, permitted am to be deftroy'd. 

Their Power, may not long after be enjoy'd : 

And GOD fo much incenfed may appear 

(As with the jews once) that, he none will hear 

But for himfelf, who ere from thenceforth (lands 

Within the Gaps, to keep Plagues from thefe Lands. 

Thus, in plain language, and in homely Rimes 
You have a brief Charafler of thefe times. 
Made on ^Jkight occajion ; to awake 
The drowzie ; that more heedful, it may make 
Men keedlefs ; and him to be fomewhat wifer 
Who is not oi good Counfel, a Defpifer. 
A Souldiers dream, but of a barly-Cake 
Told to his fellow, when he did awake. 
And Spirited with his Interpretation , 
Produced an EffeSl, worth obfervation ; 
And fo may this, although to fome, it feem, 
No better then a filly Souldiers dream. 
I'll add no more (though much more add I might) 
For, here will be too much for them to fleight. 
Who, in thofe Flatteries, much more pleafure have 
That fend them with diflionour to the Grave, 

Then 
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Then in plain fpoken Truths, which would to them 
Have hxow^t falvation, if embrac'd in time. 
And here, will be enough to ftartle fome, 
To ftir up others, till ik^ Alarum come 
To fuch a number, as may then fuffice 
To make a reconciling Sacrifice, 
Unlefs we Sodom-like, ftand unreform'd 
Until with Fire and Brimjione, we BX&Jlorm'd. 

This SALT, made out of SALT, I took occafion 
To boyl up, for the fervice of my Nation 
To this height, as conceiving it was meet 
To keep what's yet unputrified fweet. 
And thofe corrupted humors to expel 
Which in GOD's noftrils have an evil fmel. 
I hope, men will not throw it in mine eyes. 
Neither fo univerfally defpife 
Thefe timely warnings, that they fhall by none 
To good effe£l, be read, and thought upon : 
And, if but two or three, fliall thereby gain 
Some benefit, I have not lofk my pain. 

Mine be thejhame, if I, hereby to him 
Intend difgrace, whofe Verfes, are my TJuam. 
I did but thus, his Mercury calcine 
For Phyjick ; Let him do as much by mine ; 
And, if, ought from ray failings, he deduce 
Which may to others, be of wholfom ufe, 
I, fhall be pleas'd ; becaufe, what lofe I may 
In one kind, will be gain'd another way. 
But, if he hath, fo generous a minde 
As to believe he hath, I am inclinde, 
He will return me thanks, that I have us'd 
To no worfe purpofe, that which he hath mus'd. 
Yea, and rejoyce, that, what in fport he writ. 
This needful premonition did beget. 

When 
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WHen I had peri d this, and o'erview'd the fame, 
Therewith confid'ring what a worm / am, 
What they are, who, offence thereat may take ; 
What mifconjir unions, Prejudice may make; 
With what fcorn and contempt it may be read ; 
And, having therewithal conjidered 
That, I, am one adhering to no Fadlion, 
To give me countenance injuch an A£lion. 
Nor having in my f elf, pov/r to defend me. 
From Injuries, nor Patron to befriend me ; 
It quail' d my Courage ; and I'll not diffemble, 
It made my heart ake, and my Flefli to tremble. 
And I had hid my Talent in the ground, 
Unlefs, a timely Cordial had been found. 
But, he who gave it, my faint heart reviv'd ; 
From him, new Refolutions / receiv'd. 
Wherewith confirnid, my Soul to him addrejl 
Such Mufings, as are next, in Words exprejl. 



10 R D GOD, if, to thy glory, this may tend, 
^Give it, fome way a Pafport to that end, 
And fet thy Imprimatur thereupon ; 
For, Thou kajl done it, if it be well done : 
If it be fuch, as will not honour thee, 
'Tis mine, and as mine, let it fmother'd be. 
I feel ^ Jlrong perfwafion, in my minde. 
That, hereunto, I was by thee inclinde 
And, that, there may be fomewhat more expreft. 
Whereby, thine, and the Publike Interejl 
May be advanced ; which if it be fo. 
And, thou (halt pleafe, to call me thereunto. 

By 
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By giving me a Spirit, that may fit 

So weak an Agent, to adventure it, 

I'll profecute it home, although it Ihall 

Coft all, which in this World, I mine can call. 

I have been fubje£l to fome Hefitations, 
Through pity, to thofe dear and near Relations, 
Which thou on me beftow'dft ; and thereby, have 
Loft much, which by that means, I thought to fave, 
To make me take more heed, by, and fro7n wJiojn 
All things that fliall advantage me, muft come : 
Tliem, therefore, henceforth, I refolve to truft 
To thy difpofal, whom, I knew fo juft, 
That, thou of thofe, unmindful canft not be. 
Who truly place their Confidence on thee : 
And, now to fix in me, a Confidence 
For time to come, upon thy Providence, 
By thofe Experiments, which I have feen, 
I will confefs, what thou, to me haft been. 

So univerfally thou doft extend 
Thy Love, that, all men it doth comprehend. 
Who fliall not wilfully rejeft thy Grace, 
When thou, to them flialt offer an embrace ; 
And, all things doft vouchfafe, which may enable 
To lionour thee, or make life comfortable, 
So far, as we may carnal things poffefs. 
Without obftrufling, our chief happinefs. 
To evidence this gratioufnefs of thine. 
No living mans experience outgoes mine : 
For, ev'ry Faculty of mine hath heard 
Thy wondrous Mercies, thereunto declar'd 
In its own language, to th'intelligence 
As well of every Pafiion, and edich. fenfe, 
As of my Reafon ; fo, that I can fay 
They have to me, abounded ev'ry way. 

H For 
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For fince I knew the World {ev'n ever fince) 
Thine, extraordinary providence 
Hath watched over me ; and, I, from none 
Have \\.z.&. fubjijlence , but, from thee alone ; 
Or, by thofe, whom no temporal Relation 
Could move thereto, without thine Invitation ; 
Kind'red have been to me, in wants and dangers, 
If not my Foes, at beft, more ftrange then Strangers: 
And, not the fmalleft portion of my wrong 
Hath from their malice, or their envie fprung. 
Few have been more Cenforious of my ways, 
Or, apter to believe what malice fays. 

That, which myfecret Foes defigned had, 
To ruine my eftate, thereto did add ; 
And, through thy mercy, more unto me gave 
Then ere I got, by all the Friends I have. 
FriendJItips acquired by mine own endeavor, 
And, all my own works, have been fruitlefs ever ; 
Except it were, to bring thofe troubles on me, 
Which have no lefs then twice or thrice undone me, 
And made work for thy Mercy. Thrice, thou haft 
Redeem'd me, when in Prifon I was caft 
By Supreme Pow'r ; and freed me without Jkame, 
When I was threatned, by the voyce of Fame 
With lofs of limb and tortures, and knew none 
On whom I could rely but thee alone. 
Through dangers, mto fafety, thou haft led me ; 
And, when I wanted meat, by Ravens fed me. 
Twice, nigh as poor as ]ob, I have been made ; 
And ev'ry time, that, which was loft, I had 
To me returned double ; without cheating 
The Common- Wealth ; or private men defeating. 
Of what to them belonged ; Nor, by wiving, 
(Which is to fome, a fudden way of thriving) 

Was 
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Was my EJlate repair' d ; nor thereunto, 

Did I, by fawning upon Friend or Foe, 

Add ought ; nor ever had a Legacy 

To me bequeath'd, thefe loffes to fupply ; 

But, by fuch means, that, if I fhould declare it. 

Few would, perhaps, believe it, when they hear it. 

For, I confefs, that I my felf do wonder. 

When pajl, and prefeni things, I duly ponder, 

In what great Wants, I, without Want have liv'd, 

And under what OppreJJions, I have thriv'd. 

This makes the World, which hitherto hath grutcht 

That, I, with what is hers fhould be enricht, 

(As many think I am) to wonder more 

How I, whom fhe intended to keep poor, 

Subfift in her defpight, then, how all they 

Grew wealthy, who were beggars tother day : 

And from her fight, thy Bounty, being hid. 

She thinks, I thrived, as her Servants did. 

And, leaves no means unpraftis'd, to deftroy 

That Competencie, which, I yet enjoy. 

When to be thought /(?or, it may do me fhame, 
(Or, make me poorer, then fhe thinks I am) 
She taketh all occafions, then, to fay 
That, more I owe, then ever I can pay. 
When to be deem'd nc/^, may deprive of that 
Which is my due ; fhe trebles my EJlate. 
But to prevent the mi/chief, which thereby 
Had elfe enfude, thou fent'ft in a. fupply ; 
And, always, hafl enabled me, at leafl 
To bear the weight, wherewith, I was opprefb. 

Thou, likewife, kept'fh me without fhame of face, 
Maugre Detra£lions, malice, when Difgrace 
Was then, and there intended, where it might 
With moll difparagement, on me alight : 

H 2 And 
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And though but few, more fcandaliz'd have been, 
Few, of my Rank, have liv'd in more efteem. 
Thou, from the violence of great Opprejfors 
Of Pieties, and Friend/hip's, falfe Profeffors 
Haft often faVd me ; yea, and from the Rage 
Of thofe, to whom, I long fmce did prefage 
What they, and I, faw afterward inflifted, 
According as my Mufes had predifted ; 
And, they, who then, for that, at me did rave, 
Have many yeers, lain quiet in the Grave. 

In that great Pejlilence (whereof no time 
Hath mentioned the like, in this our Clime) 
Thou did'ft preferve me, when on ev'ry fide, 
In fhort time, many twenty thoufands dide, 
Though underneath the felf-fame Roof I lay, 
Where many by that Plague were took away. 
That I might leave that judgement on record. 
To them who were referved for the fword : 
And when the Sword was fent his work to do. 
From that, thy Mercy, did preferve me too. 

Thou haft, moreover, from the menacing 
And dreadful Wrath of an incenfed King 
Deliver'd me, without a Mediator, 
Or back receding in the fmalleft matter, 
From Trut/ts aver'd. Thou from th'unjuft intent 
Of Evil Members in a Parliament 
Did'ft twice preferve me : and, all thofe Neglects, 
Of lujiice, and thofe other fad effedls 
Which I have fuff'red, Demonftrations be 
What, moji men are, and what thou art to me. 
Nay ('which is more then this) thou haft, thereby 
Not onely fliewn to me the Vanity 
Of other men ; but alfo, made mine own 
Deficiencies unto my felf, more known : 

And 
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And both my Sins and Follies to appear 
More my advantage, then my Vertues were : 
For, thofe things, which the Devil to undo me 
Defign'd ; and whereto Flefh and Blood did wo me, 
Thou mad'ft to be a means of Prefervations 
From thofe, and alfo, from the like Temptations ; 
And all the troubles, which the world brings on me, 
With thofe great Injuries which have been done me, 
(Inftead of harming me) have in the Duft 
But tumbled me, to rub away the Ruft ; 
Or been a neceffary Difcipline, 
To fit me for thofe Services of Thine, 
Which elfe had been omitted to this day ; 
Or, if done, not fo done, as now they may : 
For which my Soul out of that Duft doth raife 
A Voice, in Hallelujahs, to thy Praife. 

Yet left, thefe thy great Mercies, might at length, 
Prove ineffeflual, by that little ftrength 
Which is in Flejh and Blood, if they were quite 
Depriv'd of that, wherein they take delight ; 
THO U, who know'ft what defefts areinmans nature, 
(And therefore art indulgent to thy Creature) 
Haft gracioufly been pleas'd to intermingle 
What might diftafte, or be unwholefome fmgle ; 
So temp'ringTzy^^/ vvith_/oze/V, that I by neither 
Might harm receive, but Good from both together : 
And, wherefoe'er I live, doft ftill provide 
To neighbour me, one of the Sons of Pride, 
To make me watchful, and confider well 
Where I yet am ; and, among whom I dwell. 

To me. Thou likewife haft vouchfafd a fhare 
In whatfoever Plea/ant doth appear 
To men of all Degrees, who grow not mad 
Or drunk, by thofe Delights, which they have had : 

For, 
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For Poverty and Sorrow have to me 
Made Common things, more pleafureful to be 
Then their chief Dainties, who to that are born 
Which muft be won by others, ere 'tis worn ; 
Who have but fuch Enjoyments at the beft, 
As they, who come full gorged to a Feajl. 
Yet, when of thofe Delights, I am bereav'd. 
By whofe enjoyment, I content receiv'd ; 
They leave not, (when departing I do finde them) 
A Bitternefs upon my Soul behinde them ; 
But, give the better appetite to thofe 
Whofe tafte, and pleafure, I fhall never lofe : 
And LORD, it flows from thy great Mercy, too, 
'Y.\\3.\., flejh and blood, fhould willingly forgo 
What conjlitutes them/elves, to place affe£lion 
Upon an inconceivable Perfe£lion. (bin, 

Though, (as Thou know' ft) the world my Foe hath 
And, would afford me little fhare therein ; 
A Portion I have alfo, there acquir'd 
By thy Free-Grace, more then I once defir'd : 
And when I coveted more to poffefs, 
(Though by a lawful meanes,) thou mad'fl it lefs, 
To minde me, that, nought will with me indure. 
Save what by Thy meer Bounty, I procure. 
If, therefore, it be lofl, confefs I muft 
That, Thy permiffion of it will be juft ; 
And, with contentment, I will let it go, 
Though all the reft, be taken from me too : 
For, I moft covet thofe things to enjoy, 
Which neither I, nor others can deftroy : 
And, though fometime, Thy Cup imbitter'd be, 
By thofe diftempers which remain in me, 
I take it, naythelefs, with true Thanksgiving, 
And would not change my Lot with any living. 

Though 
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Though out of Levity and Cujlom, too, 
I, ev'ry day, think, wifli, and fpeak, and do 
Like oth.&r foolijh Men : yet, if I know 
Mine own Mind, though Thou would'ft on me bellow 
All I could wifh, for vvifliing ; I would wave 
That Grant: and onely ask of Thee to have 
What Thou wilt ; and that Thou would'ft take away 
My Self-will, though my Life upon it lay : 
For nought I now defire, to have or be. 
But what may be bell pleafmg unto Thee : 
And, if this temper could be ftill retain'd. 
Men would believe, what they, yet, think is fain'd. 

To fortifie my Faith, and that defire 
Wherewith, at prefent. Thou doft me infpire, 
Thus of thy Mercies paft, I have in part 
Confeflion made : and, if I know my heart, 
I durft not them before Thee thus aver. 
Who knoweft all things, if untrue they were. 
Yet, pardon my mifiakes, if any be. 
And, make, what I conceive thou art to me, 
A Pledge, of what thou wilt be, to mine end. 
Above all other Enemies, defend 
And, fave me from myfelf: For, World nor Devil, 
Can then inflift upon me any evil. 
That fhall deprive me of ought tranfitory. 
Which may advance my welfare, or thy Glory. 

Next to myfelf my fecond-felf and They 
Who fprung from us, do Hand moft in the way 
To hinder me, in that, whereto, my minde 
Perfwadeth me, it is by thee inclinde : 
For, my refpeft to them, I muft confefs. 
Oft, makes me guilty oi faint-heartednefs. 
Oh ! be fo merciful to them and me. 
That, neither of us, may a Grievance be 

Unto 
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Unto each other, in what doth pertain 

To Thy Affairs, whilft we on Earth remain ; 

Or make us, with Reluflancy, to spare 

Our f elves to ferve Thee ; Or, what is more dear 

To either, then our /elves : But, give each other 

To thee, that we in thee, may live together 

When we are called hence, and timely know 

Our Bli/s confifts not in things here below. 

I know, Thou art well pleas'd it fhould be thus, 
And that, hereto Thou wilt enable us : 
For, though I feel them, to be fomewhat neerer 
Unto my Flefli, Thou to my Soul art dearer ; 
And, as thou gav'ft them when they were defir'd, 
I'll back return them, when they are requir'd, 
With mine own Soul to boot : Do not difpife 
This All; For, in thefe. All, I facrifice. 

To Thee, for thefe Relations, I am Debter, 
Then which I know no man enjoyeth better. 
Who meriteth fo little the poffeffing 
Of any extraordinary Bleffing. 
Yet, if thou haft a Work to call me to, 
By which, I may my Self, and them undo, 
I'll undertake it, fo. Thou ftand but by me. 
And fhalt thereto, with needful Pow'r fupply me. 
Yea, though Thou (halt no more Thy Bleffings double 
As heretofore ; but wafte away in trouble 
(By multiplied Sufferings, Wants, and Grief) 
The remnant of my, yet, prolonged Life ; 
I am refolv'd, that, I will never more 
Thereat, repine again, as heretofore : 
But onely pray, my Sins, may be forgiven. 
Believe, and love, and feek my LOT in Heav'n. 
LORD, keep me in this minde ; and then, let MAN, 
World, Flefh, and Devil, do the worft they can. 

Sar- 
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Sarcafmus j^nigmaticus. 

Hereto is added the following Riddle, 
with the occafion of compofmg it, 
as neither altogether impertinent to 
what precedes, nor to what is coun- 
felled by this Portion of Scripture ; 

Anfwer a Fool, according to his foolijhnefs, left he be 
wife in his own conceit, Prov. 26. 5. 



AS well, to Foes, as Friends, I thought it fit 
To Ihew this Poem, ere I publifh'd it , 
Becaufe a Foe, fometimes, lets fall a word. 
Which (heeded well) more Caution may afford 
IPsxtVL friendly Cenfurers : And, to that end, 
When I to fome had read what here is pen'd ; 
By them, ^to^oi&d jeering Queftions were. 
Fit for no Anfwer but by Counter-Jeer. 
Yet I will Anfwer them, when unto me 
This following RIDDLE, fhall unriddl'd be. 

'VXTHat may that be, which, when it is Expreft 

Ztm^ Unknown? IsWov^,when'tisat'EQ^^ 
And when it is at Greateft, then 'tis Leaft ? 
'Tis Black and White, Red, Yellow, Blew and Green; 
Yet, Underftood, Felt, Smelt, Heard, Tafted, Seen ; 
Neither now is, nor fhall be, nor hath been. 

I To 
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To any one, who tells me what it is, 
That's anfwerable ev'ry way to this, 
I do engage ; and thereto fet my hand. 
To tell him any thing he doth demand. 



George Wither. 



ERRATA. 

PAge I. line 20 for Vines, read Pines. 
Page 9. line 25. for Super-added, read Superfedcd. 
Page 18. line 32. for becaufc, read became. 
Page 22. line 8. for all, read of. 
Page 23. line 11. ioxpuff'd, rtsA pafs. 
Page 24. line 14. put out or. 
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A bitter-fweet Pafsion of the Soul, 

Expreffed in 

A HYMNE to GOD. 
By 

The fame Author. 



M 



Y dear, my gracious GOD ! 
From me Thy Face, why hideji Thou ? 

Oh ! why is Thy aboad 
So i2X,fo long, removed now ? 

See, how alone 

(Now Thou art gone) 
And helple/s, I am left ; 

0/ ev'ry thing 

That joy may bring. 
Heed, how I am bereft. 

2. I, who but lately feenid 
Of many Friends belov'd to be, 

Andfo of fame ejleenid. 
As if their Souls had liv'd in me ; 

( Though, nor negleSl, 

Nor dif-refpe£l, 
Of them deferv'd I have) 

Am now, forlorn 

As one unborn, 
Or lodged in his Grave. 

I 2 X. The 
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3. The lovely Defart-Owl, 
Which dares not fly abroad by Day ; 

That perfecuted Fowl, 
For which the Fowler Snares doth lay ; 

Is not hipt at, 

As I, of late, 
By Wag-Tayls, Dawes and Crows. 

Nor hardly er /capes 

His Gins and Traps 
Whofeeks her overthrown. 



4. For, when with/ome Delight, 
My heart began on Thee to mufe, 

This World, forfook meftreight ; 
And, everjince, doth me abufe. 

To Hate and Scornes, 

Her "LoYGflie turns ; 
Her Friends, my ¥oes Jhe makes : 

What fland'rous Lies 

She can devife. 
Of m£, fhe faines, and fpeakes. 

5. And, now, with Vaunts and Brags, 
That, fhe, on me, aveng'd appears ; 

From me, her gaudy Rags, 
With all her Gifts, away fhe tears : 
And not content 
So to have rent 

What 
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Whai was by her beftown, 

She would bereave 

{With what Jhe gave) 
Thofe things, that are mine own. 



6. She doth corrupt my Friends, 
My Wrongs and Sorrows to increafe ; 

Job'5 Comforters Jhe /ends, 
To make more grievous my Diflrefs ; 

To mind Jhe calls, 

Things true and falfe, 
Which may my Peace impair ; 

With whatfoeer. 

May make me fear, 
And, let in Black Defpair. 



7. Not thofe Defedls alone, 
For which, fhe juflly me fufpeSls, 

{Or Duties left undone,) 
To my Vexation, _/%^ obje^s ; 

But, doth devife 

How, fhe likewife 
May to my blame pervert. 

What I dejign'd 

With upright minde, 
And finglenefs of heart. 



8. And 
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7. And, {which augments my care) 
My Selfnefs oft with Jier confpires. 

Which ere I am. aware 
Lets in falfe Fears, and vain dejires ; 

Which, taking part 

Againji my Heart, 
Therehifuch Tumults make. 

That, fometimes, they 

Bear Spoiles away. 
And, caufe my Faith tojhake. 



9. Yet this affrights m,e more. 
Then all their Malice, Force or Guile ; 

Thou, though I Thee implore, 
Stand'Jl by, as Newter, all the while. 

What Jhe hath done 

Thou look'ff upon. 
And, knowjl what they intend; 

Yet letji themjiill 

Purfue their Will, 
As if Thou wert her Friend. 



10. Oh ! whither or to whom 
Can I for Health or Comfort fly ? 

If thou, my Foe become, 
Whereon, henceforth, fhall I rely ? 

I hope may have 
That in the Grave 

Immortal 
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Immortal Life may be ; 

Andfinde as well 

A Heav'n in Hell, 
As loy in ought fave Thee. 



1 1. But, LORD, though in the dark, 
And in contempt, thy fervant lies ; 

On me there Jhines a Spark 
Of Loving-kindnefs from. Thine eyes : 

Yea, though without 

{Quite round about) 
I am inclos'd with Sin, 

Increafing Foes, 

Fears, Wars, and Woes, 
Thou, Peace, preferv'ft within. 



1 2. For, when I looked on 
Thofe Terrors which begirt m,e round, 

I thought, Thou Jiad'fl been gone, 
Becaufe no outward Hope I found. 

Yet hid Thou wert 

Within my Heart, 
Still prefent, all the while, 

And my late Fear 

Doth falfe appear : 
For, now I fee Thee Smile. 

FINIS. 
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The Prifoners Plea. 

[Hazlitt, No. 79.] 



THE 

Prifoners Plea: 

Humbly Offered 
IN A 

REMONSTRANCE; 

With a Petition Annexed , To the 
Commons of England in Parlia- 
ment Affembled ; 
By GEORGE WITHER: 

Falfely charged to have compofed a Lybel 
againft the faid Commons , and there- 
fore now Prifoner in Newgate. 
It containeth alfo, many InterjeSlions not to 
be defpifed ; As alfo a Colateral Corolary, of pub- 
lick Concernment ; and in particular touching 

The BLOOD-SHED, 

Whereinto God is now making Inquifition. 

2 Cor. 12. 9, lo. My Jlrength is made perfe£l in 
weaknefs ; for zvhen I am weak, I amjlrong. There- 
fore I take pleafure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necefjities, in Perfecutions, and in difireffes for the 
fake of Chrift, and a good Confcience. 



L ON DON, Printed in the Year, i66i. 



A Coppy of the Letter to the Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons, wherewith the 
following Remonjlrance was fent to the 
faid Commons. 

SIR, 

I Was committed to Newgate, as a Ly- 
beller againjl the Houfe of Commons; 
Therefore, to Vindicate my f elf from that 
Afperfion , and to intimate fome other things 
pertinent to their Con/ideration, I humbly defire, 
you, to prefent thereto, the Remonftrance and 
Petition herewith fent ; which I neither hope 
nor defire fhould be totally read in the Houfe to 
the interruption of Publick Affairs, but per- 
ufed rather , by the Members thereof at their 
bejl leafure. I ought not to have been longer 
here detained, by the Warrant for my Com- 
mitment hither , then untill your next meet- 
ing after the Date thereof , but fhould have 
been transferred into the Cufiody of your Ser- 
geant at Arms, who itfeems is not willing to be 
troubled with me ; And, indeed I cannot blame 
him , in regard I am fo poor, that I am likely 
to be a burthen unto him without profit , as I 
may be perhaps, henceforth to him alfo, who is 
now my Jaylor. / was once your Clyent, and 
you my Patron ; but, you are now engaged to 
fpeak rather againfi me, tlien for me : yet, you 

may 



may be Pius Inimicus, which is much better 
then a falfe Friend : and zvill think peradven- 
tzire, when you have perri/ed my Remonfirance, 
that I am fitter for an Hofpital, then for a Pri- 
fon. I hear many fay, you can fpeak well; And 
Ifhallfayfo to, if you can find in your heart, 
a Motive, to fpeak a good word for me in fea- 
fon ; and it may perchance do you foms honour; 
for, Age, Poverty and decay of health have 
rendredme an objeSl of Compafjion, being at this 
timefo utterly difpoiled of all {yea and of more 
then all) that I am, likely here to perifh, unlefs 
God (as he hath hitherto done) fhall extraordi- 
narily provide for me. If by reafon of Pub- 
lick Affairs, your Houfe be not at leafure to 
take m^ into confideration, it would be one AEl 
of Charity, to comm.it me to the cufiody of fame 
Perfon [fuch a thing having been heretofore 
done) who is able to lodge and feed me at his own 
c /targe. I f nzy parol 7ttight be taken for my appea- 
rance when it fhotcld be required, I would in- 
violably keep my word; but, indeed I know not 
where you will certainly find me when I fhall 
be delivered from, hence; for, fo God help me, as 
I yet know not where I may then refi my head, 
within Walls and under a Roof unlefs it be in a 
Church-porch, or fi^mejiich place. Do, as God 
fiiall incline your heart ; for, this is really the 
prefent Condition of. 

Sir, your Friend and fervant, 
Geo. Wither. 
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The Prifoners 

Plea For His 

VI N DICATION: 

Humbly offered, 

To the Honourable Commons of England in 
Parliament Affembled, in a Remon/irance, 
with a Petition annexed ; by George Wither, 
Prifoner in Newgate, under pretence of 
Lybelling againft the faid Commons. 

Proverbs i8. 13. 

He that judgeth a matter before he hears it, it is 
Jhame and folly unto hint. 

HONOURABLE, 

T Hough I am numbred among Male- 
faftors, and fome think me (as Ahab did 
Elias) to be one of thofe who troubles 
Ifrael; I have honeftly endeavoured to 
ferve God and my Country, even in thofe aftings, 
which are fuppofed Criminal; and perhaps may 

have 
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have, yet, fomething to do, wherein I may be 
further ferviceable in my Generation. Therefore, 
feeling my health impaired by being above fix 
Months without hearing, fhut up in a clofe Pri- 
fon, deprived of thofe conveniencies and necef- 
faries which my Age and condition require ; I 
think it my duty whilft I have fome ftrength left, 
to ufe the beft means I can, to preferve my Life for 
his fake who gave it (though I have little caufe 
to value the fame for its own fake) being confident 
whatever hardfhip fhall attend it , that he will 
permit no more to be impofed on me, then he 
fhall render conduceable to his Honour, and make 
me able to bear. Our late Epidemical diftem- 
pers, have reduced me from a confiderable Eftate, 
to be much lefs worth then nothing, and if thofe 
bluflerings had hitherto continued which ruffled 
about me , before , and when thofe Papers were 
feized, for which I am confined ; doublefs, the 
Flouds had ere this time overflowed my foul, 
or the ftream ran fo ftrong againft me, that it had 
been impofiible, I fhould have landed a Remon- 
Jlrance within your threfhold, with hope of ac- 
ceptation ; and what may be now done I am un- 
certain ; neverthelefs , you being again affem- 
bled, whom I am fuppofed to have Scandalized, 
(and long time elapfed without Profecution, fince 
the limit of my confinement hither by Warrant) I 
conceive your difpleafure (if you be difpleafed 
with me) to be fo moderate, that I am emboldened 
to offer my felf to your remembrance, and to 
make my defence by this Addrejfe; whereto, if 
you pleafe to vouchfafe Audience, a few minutes 
with patience, it may peradventure, fave you the 

expence 
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expence of many dayes hereafter, with fome o- 
ther advantages to boote ; and though the length 
of it threatens tedioufnefs, it may prove as well 
worth your hearing as moft Caufes , ten times 
longer in pleading, when Friends are made, and 
great Lawyers Feed. I fhall be hopeful alfo that 
this will come the more feafonably to move your 
compaffion, becaufe it coming fo foon after your 
late Commemoration of the greateft favour vouch- 
fafed by God to the Humane Nature ; and in re- 
gard the deliverance of an Innocent out of Prifon, 
may be as allowable at a Chrijlian Feajlival, as 
Liberty was to a Murtherer at the Jewijh Pajjfe- 
over. 

I am, and have alwayes been (however mifre- 
prefented) fo true a lover of the Publick Peace, 
that I was never defignedly aflive in pulling 
down, or fetting up any Supream Power, or de- 
lighted in defaming thofe who are in Authority; 
nor purpofely falfe to any, though I have been 
accidentally differvicable to fome (when the ap- 
pearances of Supremacy were fhared among them 
who were a medly of true Friends, and Traytors 
to God, King and People, when many in the late 
Diffenting Parties were in Profeffion and Aflion fo 
fallacious ; their words and deeds to each other, 
and to themfelves, fo repugnant, that few knew 
in whom to confide ; and when wifer men then I, 
were guilty of many failings) for, knowing that 
all Power, exifts by Gods Grace or Permiffion, I 
ftill fubmitted confcientioufly to that which was 
moft vifible in being, not queftioning how it was 
obtained , how juftly or unjuftly executed, or 
whether it favoured ot disfavoured me in my 

B own 



(lO) 

own Particular ; but continued in A£live or Paf- 
Jive Obedience thereto, whilft it could prote6l it 
felf ; endeavouring fuch things onely, as accord- 
ing to my underftanding , ought in my place to be 
done, and which might beft conduce to preferve 
the Government , in Righteoufnefs to Gods Glory 
and their welfare , for whofe fakes Powers and 
Governments were firft given and Ordained : For, 
(how mean foever their Places and Faculties are) 
all men are obliged to ferve in their Generations, 
with fuch Talents as are beftowed upon them, 
though they fhall be Maligned and Perfecuted for 
their labour. In profecuting this duty (though 
performed with much negligence & vanity) God 
hath now preferved me about 50. years in being 
a Remembrancer to my felf and others, of fuch 
things (after a Poetical mode) as I conceived per- 
tinent to our Publick or Private Welfares: And 
Poejie (though brought into contempt, by being 
made a Bawd to Pride or Luft ; and for the moft 
part rendred ferviceable to the World, the Flefli 
and the Devil) was generally priviledged to dare 
any thing tending to depreffe Vice and advance 
Vertue, by plain or Enigmatical Expreffions, ac- 
cording to this Sentence. Poetis, 

Quid libet audendi femper fitit, ejlq; Potejlas. 

Which in effefl may bear this Paraphrafe. 

Vice, to reprove in whom foere, 
The Poets Priviledged were. 

Yea, Divines, Poets, and Philofophers , have 
been that great Counfel Table of the World, by 
whom Pietie, Morality, and the Priviledges of the 
humane Nature have been preferved from Bar- 

barifme 
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barifme, in all Ages, though many of them, in 
the Times , and among the Nations with whom 
they lived, had not much fefpe<5l, nor fo much 
Civil Authority as a Petty Conjiable. I prefumed 
on their Priviledges, and in order to the difcharg- 
ing of my Duty, lately defigned a Poem , called 
Vox Vttlgi, perfonating (more Poetico) the Counties, 
Cities and Burroughs of this Nation, reprehenforily 
expoftulating a few 'particulars, relating to what 
was then rumored, touching the Deportment of 
feme of their Trujiees ; And I was thereto moved 
by the many murmurings, fecretly whifpered, or 
openly devulged by Common fame , to the beget- 
ting or fomenting of dangerous Animojities, 
though perhaps falfe ; and to the infringing of 
our Common Peace, if true ; Thofe Rumors I en- 
deavoured to expreffe in fuch manner as they were 
fpoken, and with fuch Inferences as were made 
upon them by others, or naturally refulted from 
them in my apprehenfion ; that, having fixed and 
made vifible by words, thofe Notions which flut- 
tered to and fro within me, I might the better, fee 
what they amounted unto ; and make ufe of them 
to fuch good purpofes, as I found caufe of. And, 
I confeffe, I made thofe whom I perfonated ail- 
ing a Reprehenfory part, to fpeak as plainly , as 
boldly, and as Magifterially, as I thought it be- 
came them ; becaufe, fearful reprovers make fear- 
lefs offenders. Therefore, I conceive that which I 
did, was neither a tranfgrefTion againfl any Pofotive 
Law, mtrenchment upon goad manners, nor abufe 
of my Chrifiian or natural Freedom. 

Having almoft finifhed what I intended, I 
thought fit to offer it to the confideration of o- 
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ther men ; and before I would make it publick 
(which whether I fhould have done or not, neither 
I my felf, nor any other man certainly knowes) I 
refolved, that mifconftruflion might be prevent- 
ed, to offer thofe rumors which I had Collefted, 
together with fuch probable refults as might arife 
from them, to the private view and Cenfure of 
fome difcreet and Honourable Perfons, who were 
favoured by the King, that , if to them they ap- 
peared confiderable , their prudence might dif- 
pofe of the compofure as they thought fit : And 
the Earl of Clarenden, Lord Chancellor of England, 
( though to me a ftranger ) being reputed of fo 
much Honour and Integrity, that the King judges 
him worthy to be intrufted with difpenfmg his 
Confcience in the chief Court of Equitie, I (re- 
folving to prefent it to him in writing as foon as 
finifhed) had prepared an Epigram to his Lord- 
fhip, which was inferted in the iirfl draught of the 
faid Poem, and feized by a Do6lor (whom I think 
they call Majler of the Faculties ) of what Fa- 
culty I know not, except it be a Faculty of Plun- 
dring : For without any Legal Warrant to me 
Ihown, he in a hoflile, rather then in a Legal civil 
manner, ranfacked my Chamber, Cloffet and 
Chefts, took away goods belonging to other men, 
as well as mine, carried away by a Porter, a large 
Bagg-full of Books, written by feveral Authors, 
as alfo Papers, Letters, Bills, Evidences, Acquit- 
tances, with whatfoever elfe he pleafed, which are 
all ftill detained, fave a very few, to my damage 
and other mens ; fome of them being of fuch con- 
fequence, for ought I know, that they might have 
undone me, if I had not been undone before, 

and 
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and though it cannot yet appear, others may 
thereby fuffer great detriment hereafter. 

The laft draught of the faid Poem, having many 
Alterations and Additions, which made it differ 
from the former, I purpofed to make both agree 
in expreffmg my whole mind, had it not been 
prevented by that feizure. I added likewife, a 
Poji-fcript to the faid Epigram, of about four or 
fix lines (as I remember) whereby I fignified to 
the faid Earl, that forafmuch, as in confidence on 
his Noblenefs, and Humanity, thefe Papers were 
to him privately communicated, I prefumed 
and expe6led (however they were by him relifhed) 
that no ufe Ihould he made of them to my difad- 
vantage (or words to that effe6l) which evidently 
implies that I had no Lybellous intention. The faid 
Do£lor hath perhaps fo much candor, that he will 
atteft his feizure of the faid Epigram, with the 
faid Books , as alfo of his then taking fpecial 
notice thereof ; but if not, I can make forth what 
I affirm as well by a probable Demonjlration, as by 
other Tejiimony if need be ; though I was then 
in fome things wanting to my felf, by that fudden 
furprizal : For, I was fo much diftempered to fee 
my honeft intention, likely to be quite made void, 
by taking away every line of what I had com- 
pofed, that I regarded not what might befall my 
Per/on thereby ; and fhould not have been fo 
calmed as I now am , and then was within a few 
Minutes ; but that fomething affured my heart, 
the lofs of thofe Papers in that manner, would 
produce more advantages both to me, and to what 
God hath determined, then if it had fucceeded 
otherwife ; and I have in part already fo found it. 

But 
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But for that mercy I owe nothing to the world ; 
for, notwithftanding my cautioufnefs to avoid gi- 
ving juft caufe of offence, the faid Poem being quite 
taken out of my hand , (fo that I could not pro- 
duce it for my Vindication) it hath been fo mif- 
reprefented by Fragments, to his Majefties Privy 
Councill (they not having leafure to perufe it all 
in fo ragged a hand as mine) that I was about fix 
Months paft committed to this Prifon, as a Ly- 
beller againft this Houfe of Commons : Before 
v/hich Commitment, I heard a line or two, of the 
faid Poem repeated in that injurious manner, to 
the Attorny General (who feemed to me fo pru- 
dent, not to regard the officioufnefs of the in- 
former) as made me perceive what was intended. 
For, his objefling my words in that mode, without 
the qualifications preceding, or fubfequent, made 
them appear like tne Devils quoting of koly Scri- 
pture, or like his abufing the Sacred Text, who 
faith, cur fed is he who doth the work of the Lord, 
and leaves out this Principal word, negligently. 
Thus do I feem to be dealt withall, contrary to 
my apparent meaning; For, in the Title of that 
Poem, called a Lybel, wherein the Counties, Cities, 
and Burroughs, are perfonated, reprehending their 
Prevaricating Truflees onely, according to what 
was commonly famed ; there is a premifed Salvo, 
preferving the hohour of the Parliament, and of 
every faithful individial Member thereof, from 
thofe reproofs; and the faid Salvo was not there ver- 
bally expreffed onely, but likewife really intend- 
ed ; and I effeflually endeavoured throughout the 
whole Poem to excufe them from what was mif- 
tranfafled by Surprise or otherwife, as alfo by fo 

re- 
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reproving thofe that were faulty, that no man 
might be perfonally defamed though guilty ; yea, 
fo , that every individual oiifender privately 
applying thofe reproofs to himfelf , as he finds 
caufe, might reform fecretly what was amiffe. 

The Parliament, or this Houje cannot be Scan- 
dalized by difcovering of meer caufual failings 
in that manner, or of fuch contingences as were 
not in their Power to prevent : nor is any man 
juftly to be blamed, for modeftly taking notice 
of them , with an intention , to feek redrefs for 
what may mishappen thereby. If there be no fuch 
Prevaricators among you, as it was famed, no 
man among you, is then reproved or concerned 
in that Poem. If there be fuch, they keeping 
there own Counfel, and reforming there man- 
ners, may be as free from Scandal as they were 
before that Poem was written , though it fliould 
be devulged ; and I think it would add to your 
Honour, if publifhed with your allowance : for, 
the beft way for men to prevent difparagement 
by general reproofs , is to take no notice that they 
more concern them, then every other man ; and 
to approve of it as tending to the depreffmg of 
Vice, and the advance of Vertue. 

Scandals, pajl by, are foon forgot. 

And hid from them, who knew them not. 

They have exceeding crazie Credits , whofe 
Reputation will be crackt with fuch touches ; and 
I am rationally perfwaded , that they who are 
prudent, and fober, will be afhamed to take of- 
fence at fo innocent a Profopopeia, feeing, though 
there may be folly in it, wife men hear fools gladly, 

becaufe 
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becaufe they them/elves are wife ; and none will be 
implacably difpleafed, but they whofe impru- 
dence will manifeft , that their own Confciences 
do accnfe them, for having been fomewhat juftly 
lyable to thofe reproofs. 

If we may not in genaral terms reprehend in- 
difcreet and vitious aftings, in fuch a mode, and 
with fuch Epithites as to them belong, I may well 
affirm Vices are more priviledged then Vertnes, 
and that Morality is in hazzard to be brought to 
utter contempt. If we may not without lofs of 
Liberty, be permitted within our own Private 
Clofets, to fet in order o\xx fleeting thoughts , oca.- 
fioned by what we fee and hear, and put them in- 
to words, that we may thereby the better confider 
what they amount unto, doubtlefs, we have little 
Freedom left us ; and I for my part (though I fliall 
not whilft I live, defift from claiming the Privi- 
ledges due to the humane nature) will bear the in- 
fringment of them with patience, and reft con- 
tented with an internal inlargement ; yea, though 
I know it is as injurious to a free Englifh man, to 
fuffer uncondemned, as it was to Paul being a 
free Roman ; and I had the rather be one of their 
number who fuflfer in that kind, then one of 
thofe, who lives in fear of their words and 
thoughts, who intend them all good, and no 
harm, in Words, Deeds or Imagination. It was 
reputed a dangerous time, and a Symptome of 
fad confequences, both by the Jews and Romanes 
(as their Hiftories teftifie) when men were made 
Capital offenders for words. How fad then are thofe 
times likely to be , wherein words well intended, 
yea, tending to the General Peace and welfare (if 

rightly 
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rightly underftood ) fhall be judged Criminal ? 
and, when fome who misjudged them, do know 
in their own Confciencies, that they exprefs no- 
thing but what is true, and fit to be offered to 
confideration ? I know it to be a Priviledge 
claimed by this Houfe to judge of the Crimes 
charged upon any Member thereof : If therefore, 
I had intended a charge in particular, againft any 
one, or more of them, I would have brought it 
hither, though I have learned, by dear bought 
experience, what hazzard I might have run. 

But, I having onely gathered together, what 
the wind had fcattered, with a purpofe rather to 
make a Lenitive then a Corojive, defigned to pre- 
fent it to fuch hands, as I thought fitteft to make 
application : For, perhaps (confidering of what 
Ingredients it confifts) if I Ihould have prefented 
it to your Speaker, or to any other of your Mem- 
bers, he or they, might as juftly have been fufpefl- 
ed my confederate, and an accejfary Lybeller, as I 
now am to be a Principal one. 

It may be objefted againft what I have raifed 
from Fame, that fhe is a Lyar ; I confefs it true, 
as well in her good as evil reports ; and that in 
thefe times. Fame hath been very injurious both 
wayes : I am therefore fo Jealous of all fhe blabs, 
efpecially of what concerns mens Reputations, 
that I give not credit to any rumor without well 
confidering the Circumfiances and Relators, before 
I receive it for truth (unlefs a fit of that Levity 
furprizes me, whereto moft men are over prone) 
And as I am wary how far to believe it, fo 
likewife I am careful to make ufe of the Truth, 
Faljhood or Probability thereof, fo far forth as I can, 
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both to prevent my doing that injury to another, 
which I would not another fliould do to me, and 
to render it as pubhckly advantagious alfo as I 
may without Scandal to Individual Perfons. 
Therefore, though Vox Populi, is faid to be Vox 
Dei, and Common Fame in fome cafes, reputed 
equivolent to a Proof, my reprehenjions are always 
in General Terms, or at leaft of fo large an extent, 
that particular offendors, are not thereby made 
difcoverable ; becaufe, I have neither warrant or 
purpofe, to bring men to publick Jhame or perjonal 
punijhment \ but to prevent it rather by giving 
Delinquefits occafion fo to take notice of their 
own Prevarications in private, that they may 
efcape both punijhment and Jhame. If this were 
not my Principle, I might have mentioned many 
things in particular, not meanly reprovable, as 
well knowingly, as by Fame, whereof even Mem- 
bers of your Houje are guilty; and which I might 
fafely , and with a good Confcience , have 
charged upon them, if I had as plain proofs to 
evidence it to other men , as I have to afcertain 
it unto my JelJ; And, to affirm this, is neither 
blameable in me, nor Scandal to this HouJe : For, 
it is no dilhonour to any Society to have it affirm- 
ed, that fome of them are corrupt or faulty. The 
founded Flock may have fome rotten Sheep ; 
There is no natural body without a blemhh, nor 
any Politick Body, or Civil Conjlitution without de- 
fers. There was one Tray tor among thofe 12. 
Apojlles which were chofen by Chrijl himfelf ; and 
if there be one faithful one among 12. of thofe 
Prelates, who in thefe later Ages , (as they are 
now Ele6led) do claim to be their Succejjfors, 

many 
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many good People are deceived. It were a 
Miracle if the People had not chofen fome to fit 
here, who are not fuch as they ought to be. Though 
you have an Eloquent Tongue, an undijiempered 
Brain, an intelligible common Senfe , if you have 
therewith fome Organs of the External Senfes 
maimed, and other members defeflive , without 
your default (which is not impoffible) how can 
you help it } or why fhould the whole Body be 
therefore blamed "i I am not ignorant how tender 
I ought to be of your Honour ; and to let you 
know, how far I am from being a malitious profe- 
cutor of any mans Perfonal Crimes : One to me 
allied (who in that refpeft craved my advice and 
afliftannce) brought me a Paper containing the 
effedl oi' Articles , by him intended to be exhibi- 
ted againft a Member of this Houfe , with confi- 
dence and probabilities, of making unqueflionable 
proof of the whole Charge ; which comprehended 
fuch unmanly, unchriftian , impudent, and Bar- 
barous mi/demeanours in words and deeds, that the 
Crimes being proved (as I think they might evi- 
dently have been) you could not have waved his 
expuljion with prefervation of your Honour : yet 
for fome good reafons, I made a fl:op of that in- 
tended Profecution, and in hope to reclaim him, 
immediately declared the whole matter to an 
Honourable Earl, who to my knowledge had 
power over him , defiring his endeavour to re- 
form him by his Authority and advice ; for which 
Civility I had thanks returned, and heartily wilh 
the Gentleman may be fo truely reclaimed , that 
no further notice be taken of what is paft, to his 
difhonour ; For, by my wilful default no man fhall 
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be Eerfonally defamed , if reformation may be 
otherwife effefted. 

There is,, without queftion, in fome degree, a 
juft occafion of every Fame wholly, or in part, 
whether good or evil, true or falfe ; and a difcreet 
taking notice thereof, might be a means of re6li- 
fying fomewhat which is or may be mifdone to 
private, or publick detriment ; If there were fuch 
in.ifa£lings as Fame reports, no great offence can 
be juftly taken by the repetition thereof in my 
Poem : For, a verbal mention of Prevarications, 
whether in general or particular terms, is the leaft 
punifhment due to Tranfgrejfors. If reproofs be 
mifapplyed to them who are not faulty, or Scan- 
daloufly to them that are guilty, the mifapplyer, 
not the Writer is the Lybeller. To prove that 
which is written to be a Lybel, all thefe follow- 
ing particulars muft be concomitant : Firft, it 
mufh be written and devulged with a malicious in- 
tent, and the malice evidenced by fome Circum- 
flances. Secondly . it muft be fo publifhed, that 
neither the Authors name is expreffed, nor ought 
elfe, whereby it may be difcovered if reputed 
Scandalous. Thirdly, it muft either Scandalize 
the Perfons by Name, or by fuch marks, as can 
make it applyable to no other man ; or if it Scan- 
dalize Societies, it muft Scandalize them wholly; 
for to fay fome of them, did fuch foolijh or wic- 
ked a£lions, is no Scandal to them who never did 
them. I mention no offences, but fuch as are 
known to have been committed by fome; for, 
to write againft that whereof I knew not any one 
to have been guilty, were to teach men new Sins by 
naming them, which perhaps never came into their 

thoughts. 



18 



( 21 ) 

thoughts. There are few things mifdone by any 
one, but fuch as many know others to have com- 
mitted, and if they make a Scandalous applica- 
tion, be it at their own peril ; for it concerns not 
me. To be debarr'd from a general reproving o{ fuch 
Enormities as are dayly found in Perfons and So- 
cieties, would be a paliating of Tranfgrejfors, and an 
infringment of the Priviledges due to Jujiice, 
and the Moral Vertues ; and therefore when all 
the Circumftances afore mentioned concur in a 
reproof , to denominate it a Lybel, it muft be in- 
tirely and openly produced alfo, to be judged of 
by thofe whom it may concern, and not by frag- 
ments : and then fuch onely are to pafs Judge- 
ment thereupon, who are Competent Judges there- 
of, by being no parties ; and who have taken every 
part of it into confideration : For , it is a Pre- 
rogative due to God onely , who is Juflice it felf 
to be judge in his own Caufe ; and is I think , a 
Priviledge Ufurped by none elfe, except Tyrants ; 
becaufe I have obferved, that, Jufi Kings and 
lawful Judicatories, prefume to judge none in 
matters relating to themfelves , but by flanding 
Laws, juftly conftituted ; and their infringments, 
by the Common Law of this Nation , ought to be 
evidenced to the Confciences of twelve good and 
Lawful men, as well as to the Judges, before the 
party accufed is Condemned to fuffer. In this 
Mode , if I fhall be found an offender, I will 
patiently fubmit unto the Verdi6t, be it right or 
wrong ; be forry for my offence, if I have com- 
mitted any ; and make what other fatisfa6lion I 
can, as I will alfo do, by whomfoever I fhall be 
convifted of a Crime, though I intended none. 

For, 
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For, having been many wayes a tranfgreffor to 
Godward, I will not repine though he fliall de- 
liver me into the hands of Men, even of thofe 
men who having been forgiven many Talents, 
fhall take me by the throat, and caft me into Pri- 
fon, who trefpaffed againft them to the value of 
a kv! pence onely. 

Neverthelefs , I think it will not misbecome 
me to fay, that I have been fomewhat over fe- 
verely dealt withall , in being upon a flight 
view of my imperfe£l Papers unpublifhed, accufed 
and committed, without hearing, to a deftruftive 
Imprifonment, for but mentioning the Drunken- 
nefs. Debaucheries, Follies, and other Exorbitancies 
of thofe, who have not been alhamed to aft them, 
as well openly by day in the fight of the whole 
Country, as by night, to the occafioning of many 
difgraceful rumors , whereof I thought to have 
made fome good ufe. And, but that I prefumed 
on the candor of this Houfe, and hoped that fome 
Novices might have been improved for the bet- 
ter, fince their EleSlion by fitting a while there, 
as well as many have been heretofore made worfe 
by fitting there over long, I had not brought this 
Remonjlrance hither; but rather appealed to the 
King or Houfe of Lords, as my proper Judges in 
this Caufe, in regard none of them are Parties. 

This Nation boafts of their great Charter, and 
of other petty ones : But, how enjoy we the 
Priviledges by them confirmed , when we are de- 
prived of our Liberties unheard , upon mifap- 
prehenfions, or the falfe accufation of beggarly 
and maliticious informers, to the inriching of 
Goalers and Meffengers, by impoverifliing honeft 

and 
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and innocent men, as if Sheep and Lambs, were 
bred and kept for nothing elfe, but to be worried 
for Doggs meat f how can humane Society be pre- 
ferved, or of what value are Grants of Princes for 
themfelves, their Heirs and Succeffors confirmed 
by Solemn Ingagements, Oaths, Hands & Seals ? 
and what truft is in them, if upon every light Jea- 
loujie or Suggejiion, they may be made void at the 
will and pleafure of thofe who are in Power, as 
often as they find the vacating of them will be 
their advantage ? The Priviledges which God and 
Nature gave me, I will exercife as long, and as far 
forth as I can , without asking any mans leave, 
and fuffer patiently when I cannot fliun it, with- 
our making any account of that which hath no cer- 
tainty therein : For, how can I believe that they 
who will hinder me from enjoying what is given 
by Gods Charter, will let me long poffeffe what I 
have by their Grants f When the World permits 
me to poffeffe Liberty, or any other natural bene- 
fit or accommodations , which are in her Power to 
give or take away, fhe permits it, but becaufe, 
it is mod for her prefent advantage , not out of 
love to Jujiice, or good will to me. And long ex- 
perience hath taught me, that where Power is ex- 
ercifed without Law or Confcience , there fair 
Promifes mingled with fome Alls of Grace, are 
but baits to bring Wild Fowls to their decoyes ; and 
Jleight performances in hand , greatned by hopes 
raifed from Complemental favours, and deeds 
confirmed with hand and Seal, are for the moft 
part, but devices to keep Tame Fowls alwayes in 
readinefs, as it were about the houfe, to fupply 
fuch wants as may accedentally happen. It may 

be 
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be faid of many now, as it was of Severus, of whom 
it is recorded, that he deceived every man who 
trufted him ; yet (till found enough who were en- 
duced to truft him : fo, moft men in thefe dayes, 
though they have been often deceived, and pro- 
feffe they believe they fhall ftill be deceived, by 
thofe in whom they feem to confide, do never- 
thelefs aft, as if they believed otherwife ; the 
manie reafon whereof is , becaufe , they cozen 
themfelves : And whereas OppreJJions proceeded 
heretofore from the Pride, Avarice and Ambition 
of Princes, now they proceed from the Luxurie, 
Malice, greedinefs, and bafenefs of the People 
turned Courtiers ; who under colour of a feigned 
Loyalty, rob Kings of their honour, with a fhew 
of increafmg their Power and Wealth ; of which 
they likewife cheat them, and by degrees cor- 
rupt their manners, and root out of them the Roy- 
al Vertues to which they were naturally inclined. 
By fuch bofome Traytors, if his Majejltes conftancy 
and clemency had not been impregnable, his laft 
A£l of Grace and Indempnity, had ere this time (if 
I am not deceived) been made void ; as his En- 
gagements on the behalf of Purchafers have been, 
by a device, which picks our bones after our flelh 
is torn away, inftead of what he gracioufly in- 
tended. Of this I am experimentally fenfible; 
for, I am not onely deprived of my whole Pur- 
chafes with their improvements at my coft, with- 
out the allowance of one Foot of Land, or a peny 
in money ; But the Prelate who now poffeffeth 
it, his Pennants, Officers, or their Agents, making 
riotous and forcible entries into my poffeiTions 
in a Barbarous manner, took my rents due to me, 
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with my Corn fown before he was Bijhop there ; 
yea that Corn that was houfed alfo, a year before 
his Admiffion ; as if it had been purpofely done 
in contempt of the Kings Declaration and Ingage- 
ments to the contrary ; who, by what is obferved 
in His Majefties ftruglings to moderate the vio-. 
lence of them who are incHned to Rigor ( and by 
what I have been informed of his generous re- 
fpe6l to the Prefervation of His Royal word) 
it feems to add much thereby to his Perfonal Ho- 
nour ; and evidences, that he hath more true 
humanity, and Chrijiian Clemency, then two thirds 
of thofe , who have fought to honour and advan- 
tage him by their feverity ; And if he endeavour 
to ftrengthen thofe vertues by Gods affiftance, 
(who will never be wanting thereunto) until they 
fhall become habitual, they will cure all his In- 
firmities, and cover all his fins, though they were 
multitudes. I am as fenfible as a man can be 
of what I do fuffer ; I am as intelligible of what 
I may yet fuffer , and know as well as moft men, 
when any thing is illegally impofed on me : but 
am fo prepared for what may befall, that I 
fear it not, nor will currifhly bite the flones that 
are flung at me, becaufe I know the flingers ; nor 
will trouble my felf to rate every Dog that barks 
at me, nor complain frowardly of thofe that fets 
them on ; but, plead my innocency with a fober 
boldnefs ; declare truly my oppreffions , and 
fuflain them patiently, in hope they will be fhor- 
ted, amended or ended : For, things grow ripe 
as well in dark nights, as in clear dayes, though 
few perceive it ; and, that which men defpife 
proves other while, more pertinent to their wel- 
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fare, then that which they beft efteemed. Micah 
though, feared, hated and perfecuted by Ahab, 
and the reft of the Princes of Ifrael, told them 
that which was true, when all their Court Pro- 
phets prophecied Lyes ; and he was more fafe in 
Prifon with bread and water of affli6lion, then 
they were by enjoying their Liberties , with 
plenty, and fortified with Armies to defend them 
from what he prefaged : For, he is the ProteHor 
of all thofe, who floutly and confcientioufly dif- 
charge their duties ; who, hath faid by way of 
threatning, Touch not mine Anointed ones, neither 
do harm to my Prophets. Every true Chrijlian is 
one of his Prophets , and in that fence I may fay 
without Arrogance, I believe my felf to be one, 
though I am often fo called in derifion ; Or, I am 
in ftead of one, at leaft, at this time to thefe 
Nations : and may fay alfo, that I have been fcur- 
vily enough ufed, to be one of thofe to whom 
God vouchfafed an Anointing with that Spirit in 
a meafure, fomewhat more then ordinary: For, 
what may I expe6l to fuffer when I fhall be con- 
vi6led of the Crime laid to my charge, who am 
uncondemned caft into this difgraceful Jayle, and 
left fo negle6led of the world, as if I were nei- 
ther worthy to he acquitted or Condemned f Here, 
I confume the lafl: of my dayes in a poor lodging, 
without fervant or other attendant, during the 
long Winter nights, forced in my prefent fick- 
nefs, to arife in cold and darknefs, without con- 
venient accommodation, nigh half an fcore times 
within a few hours, to disburthen Nature ; I am 
put to more expence in one day, then all that 
amounts unto which I have in certain for fubfi- 

ftance 



(27) 

ftance during my life ; For my Friends being un- 
willing to hazzard my health in a Lodging among 
common Prifoners, are compelled to pay week- 
ly, as much for a poor Chamber ( as would dif- 
charge a years rent for a houfe with a good Farm in 
the Country, yet cannot have it at that dear rate, 
unlefs they pay likewife weekly for one meal a 
day, befides extraordinary expences in other ne- 
ceffaries , fo much as provided me competent 
meat and drink five weeks, one week with ano- 
ther, before I came hither ; which pittance did 
preferve me in good health, without having any 
other addition , to the value of a penny ; and I 
would to God there were not many at this time 
more oppreffed then I am in this kind. That 
expence was defrayed, alfo by Charity, which 
made me then fo frugall, left there might be a 
failing thereof, as there hath been lately of what 
was formerly fent in hither : perhaps, by reafon 
my offence being agravated fo much, that I being 
numbred and made a Companion of Thieves and 
Murtherers without any difference, it hath rend- 
red fome of my Friends afraid to vifit me ; and 
for that, fome other of them are fo impoverifhed 
that they are difabled. 

I would have added no more, but confidering, 
with what Malignamy. fome giddy Cenfurers have 
objedled againfl me, the harfheft paffages in my 
Poem, without their Qualifications as aforefaid, 
I cannot but be fenfible of that influence it may 
have upon thofe hearers, who fhall never fee the 
faid Poem in its proper drefs , and perfe6led a:s I 
intended. I will therefore make bold to put your 
Honours in mind, that I fhall conceive my felf 
D 2 much 
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much injured, if any Member of this Houfe fliall 
in his Publick Capacity, pafs a Vote againft me 
concerning that Book which is fuppofed a Lybel, 
until he fhall firft perufe, or hear it wholly read ; 
or, if he fhall charge upon me as nay AH, either 
of thofe imperfeSl draughts thereof, which were 
feized in my Chamber, until I deliver it forth 
compleated according to my purpofe ; in regard, 
till then they are neither mine, nor ought fo be 
reputed. I will once again alfo, put you in re- 
membrance, that it is but the Common Fame, with 
fome Inferences thereupon, which I would have 
expreffed ; and which therefore, if offencive, 
ought to be charged upon the People, not upon 
me, who did but Eccho to what they fpake. This 
being confidered, and that I onely wrote in Pri- 
vate to a good end , what I had heard and partly 
knew (yea, and what fome of you likewife and 
many Thoufands know to be true) I cannot juftly 
be termed a Lybeller, or that Poem a Lybel. Though 
he who feized my Papers (and is or was, as I am 
informed the Mafter Newes Carpenter, that chips 
out unto us the Weekly Intelligences) hath already 
deemed me (as I hear alfo) to the Gallowes, and 
intends to endeavour what he can to prefer me 
thither, by publifhing my late Poem in fragments, 
with his Animadverfions thereupon ; I fliall 
have no caufe to be difpleafed thereat, if I may 
have Liberty to anfwer him in Publick, and be al- 
lowed alfo a true Copy of the faid Poem. 

Habitual vitioufnefs, hath fo corrupted moft 
men, and made them fo flavifh that they dare 
not fpeak of, or to, their own Idolized Creatures, 
but with Epethites and Attributes due to their 
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Creator ; or with fome abufive application of the 
holy Text ; nor hear things expreft as they truely 
are, or called by their proper names : and that 
makes my Poem fo diftaftful to fome Readers. 
This flaviflinefs hath alfo partly occafioned , and 
juftifies thofe whom you call Quakers (who do it 
by a Spiritual impulfe, and not out of a carnal 
affeftation to fmgularity) to negleft and condemn 
the Complements, Language, Diale6l and man- 
ners of thefe times. Some of my Predantical 
Cenfures without yout doors (who know not what 
free Language is allowable to the Mufes in repre- 
hending Vice) being more offended with honejl 
•words and wholfome Truths, though foberly (if 
plainly and boldly) fpoken, then with wicked 
deeds ; feem to think it little lefs then Blafphemy, 
to affirm, their are or may be Fools, imprudent, rajh, 
inconjiderate, or debauched Perfons admitted into the 
Houfe of Commons ; Neverthelefs, you may per-- 
ceive by what I have already expreffed, that I 
know it to be poffible, and why fhould I not be- 
lieve it fo to be .■" when, was it otherwife .-" what 
wife men among you have not fo found it to their 
vexation and trouble 1 or how, could you be a 
true Reprefentative of the People, if there were 
not fuch among you .' confidering, what for the 
moft part, they are, i,how fadlious, how froward, 
how malicious, and how troublefome they have 
often been to themfelves, and to your fober pro- 
ceedings } when I find Dawes and Doves together 
in one Dove-houfe, flying dayly in and out toge- 
ther, I may poffibly forbear to fpeak of it ; but, 
if my Life fhould lie upon it, I cannot chufe but 
think and believe the Dawes are Dawes, whofo- 
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ever fayes to the contrary, when they are fuch in 
Shape, Colour, Feathers, Voice, and ASlion ; nor 
do I think the Pigeons are not true Pigeons, becaufe 
their are Dawes among; them : I have been fo ufed 
to a true Pace, that I cannot eafily tread a fhufiing 
Amble, or fall into a falfe Gallop. But, I will 
harp no more on this firing, for it is harfli in 
mine own ears (God fave them) and you are wife 
enough to apprehend what is confiderable with- 
out more words. Fools are afraid of their own 
fhadowes, and had rather be flattered into de- 
ftruftion by falfe reprefentations, then to be de- 
livered by plain dealing. Truth will neverthe- 
lefs prevail at lafl in defpight of impojlures, and 
falfhood ; God, hath fent his Harbengers, and 
will come ere long to put an end to the Delufions 
and Confufions which our incredulity, prophane- 
nefs and Apoftacies have occafioned to abound ; 
yea, even that great Myjlery of Iniquity, which be- 
gins to fprout afrefh, and which hath lately ap- 
peared in many Shapes, ripens every day fo faft, 
that it will fhortly be rotten ; and I believe (as 
old as I am) I fhould live to fee the fall of it, if 
I might furvive but till the Age whereto fome in 
this Generation have artained : Gods will be 
done, for though I die before that time, I fhall 
ftand up in my Lot, to behold the effefe of it. 
Come Lord Jefus, come quickly. 

I have now done with what I primarily intend- 
ed by this Remonjlrance, purpofmg at firft to con- 
clude with Petitioning fomewhat for my felf , re- 
lating to my prefent outward Condition ; But, as 
my cafe, and the times are, I neither know what 
will be mofl advantagious, nor what is likely to 
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be granted : for confidering how I ftand mifre- 
prefented , many will be ready to fpeak againfl 
me, and not one plead for me, except thofe 
whom God fhall extraordinarily incline there- 
unto ; and what refpefl they fhall vouchfafe, lies 
yet hidden between God and them. I think I 
may truly profeffe, that I defire neither Profpe- 
rity, nor Adverjity, no not the beft things abfo- 
lutely, at this prefent, as relating meerly to my 
felf ; for as bad as it feems to fare with me , I 
dare not ask for any thing abfolutely, but what I 
am warranted abfolutely to pray for ; becaufe I 
know not what God hath preordained as beft for 
me, and mofl: tending to his Glory ; and left I 
may Petition my felf out of the Frying Pan into 
the Fire: 

Incidet in Scillam, qui vult vitare Charibdim. 
Charibdis when I Jhun 
I am on ^cilla run. 

That, which threatens the worft things, may 
produce the beft ; that,, which promifeth what 
feems moft defirable, may be moft harmful ; and, 
affuredly it will fo prove, if I fhould abfolutely 
defire it, efpecially, in thefe times of Probation, 
wherein all Perfons and things, are coming to the 
Teji. I am for my fms juftly deprived of my 
whole EJiate, and well nigh of all outward com- 
forts and conveniences (except fuch as God fends 
in upon a new fcore) yet perhaps, I am not de- 
prived of them for my fins onely, but partly that 
being thereby freed from thofe worldly intangle- 
ments, which made me too regardful of ray Life, 
-and Perfonal Intrejls, I might by the lofs of them, 
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the more fearlefly difcharge my duty to God and 
Men ; as moft commonly they do with more 
courage, who have but their Lives to lofe, then 
when they have alfo great livelihoods to hazzard ; 
and it may be, that they who rejoyce in their 
plentiful enjoyments of fuch things as I have loft, 
do poffefs them but to help ripen them into a fin- 
ful impenitency. It may be likewife, I having expref- 
fed fuch Principles, and Refolutions as the World 
thinks no man truely owns, it is neceffary for 
the fake of many men, that I and fome other 
fhould in this Hypocritical and Apojlatizing Gene- 
ration be proved by Sufferings, whether we are 
true Profeffors or Impojiors ; And if I fhall be Am- 
bitious of any honour in this World, it will be 
to be Honoured with fuch a Probation ; all other 
Temporary Honours appearing to me in compari- 
fon thereof, lefs Honourable then that of the 
late Pritice Le Grange; which is not altogether 
fo empty a vanity as it is reputed by fome fober 
men ; becaufe , poflibly , that Sccene of Boy- 
games (commonly called Chrijlmas Gambolli) was 
permitted (though not fo intended by the Aftors) 
to be a Jign to this Generation, and to all who faw 
them, that the moft fubftantial Titular Honours, 
Glories and Pleafures, of this World, will be very 
fhort, and when paft away, leave them who 
affeftionately embraced thofe Clouds, poorer and 
lefs honourable then they were before ; if not 
more miferable. All Subcoeleftial things are 
vanity, and I am fo far from doating on Tem- 
porary Honours, that I ftiould little value that 
precious Jewell, a Good Name among men , if it 
conduced not more to the Honour of God, and 
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the Confolation and Edifying of others in Vertue 
and Piety, than to my Perfonal advantage ; yea I 
had rather be a George on Foot, ftiled fimply George 
WitJier , without any Attribute, having my fhare 
in the Honour of thofe, concerning whom it was 
faid , To you it is given to believe and fuffer ; then 
to be a George on horfback, honoured among thofe 
Grandees, ufually Piftured riding as it were Try- 
umphantly on prancing Steeds , with Guilt Trap- 
Jlicks in their hands, and the Title of Excellency, 
or fuch like written under them. 

I have now little or no Portion in the World, 
but my Life, and if I Ihould ask to be delivered 
out of this Jayle , my Ingagements may bring me 
next day into another : For, I have no fubfiftance 
but their Charity, whofe faces, or names for the 
moft part, I know not ; and fhould God caufe 
them totally to withdraw it (which I am confident 
he will not, untill he provides for me another 
way) I fhall foon be out of every mans Power : 
God hath been pleafed here to prove me, as well 
by Sicknefs, as by Poverty and Imprifonment ; in 
fo much, that one Twelve hours more of fuch Cor- 
poral tortures as I have fuftained for fome few 
dayes , would totally end all my fufferings ; and 
I am perfwaded God (whofe mind I defire in all 
things to fearch out fo far forth as lawfully I may) 
hath lately given that fharp touch in my Flefh, to 
make me confider how much more dreadful it 
would be to fall into his hands, then into the 
hands of Men, who cannot poffibly inflift a 
greater Torment ; and, that, if bodily pains may 
be fo extream, how infufferable it would be if 
I fliould fall into the diftempers of a wounded and 
E defpairing 
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defpairing Confcience, by a wilful negle£l of my 
Duty. But to prevent it, and furnifli men with, 
inducements to conftancy in his fervice, he hath 
in that, as in all other ftraits, given me earneft 
both of his making iffues out of all my Tryals and 
Temptations; and of preferving me fafe and pati- 
ent whilft they continue. When I had nor Goods, 
nor Lands, nor Houfe left me wherein to reft my 
head, nor any certain place wherein my diftreffed 
Relations might have harbor ; yea, when the ad- 
dition of Rejlrahit to Poverty in this difgraceful 
Prifon, had made my Children an obje6l of fcorn 
and contempt ; even then, Gods merciful Provi- 
dence provided for them, to the wonderment and 
rejoycing of my Friends, by giving them in mar- 
riage, without Portions, to Perfons of confiderable 
Eftates and good Reputation ; and made it the 
more confiderable, in regard they whofe natural 
afTeftions and morral Compaflion, he inclined 
thereunto, were never in their Judgements, or 
Interejis united to that party with whom I was 
formerly ingaged : But he who makes men of one 
mind in a houfe, hath made neverthelefs fuch a 
loving and confcientious harmony, in their man- 
ners and affeSlions, relating to a Chriflian wel-be- 
ing, that I hope it may be a fign of a more general 
compofure of differences throughout the whole 
Nation ; and I heartily pray it may be fo ; how- 
foever, by thefe and fuch Pledges and Evidences 
of Gods Love, my Faith in the mean time, may 
be preferved from failing, if I muft pafs through 
greater Tryals. 

Thofe are poffible enough to happen in divers 
refpeiSs ; For, I hear that Stipnatizing, and the 
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lofs of my Ears is the leafl I feem to deferve in the 
opinions of fome ; which though I repute it equal 
with the lofs of my Life, I v/ill neither make 
Petition nor Friends to avoid it, by any other 
means but this Apology ; For, I deferve no fuch 
punifliments by Law, and if I undergo them with- 
out defert , it hath been the Lot of better men, 
and Gods Will be done, who will enable me to 
bear what he permits to befall me. Some, own- 
ing worfe Principles then I do, have fuffered no 
lefs hardfhip with much courage .■ I have 
known a man in my time, to lofe his Ears, 
to be Stigtnatized , Banijhed , brought home 
again by Thoufands as it were in Triumph ; 
Chofen to be a Member of the Highejl Council 
then being, and yet to have lefs honour in his 
Exaltation , then he had in his Sufferings ; Sic 
tranjit gloria mundi : Thus the Honours, Difgraces, 
Bubbles, and Troubles of this Life, pafs and re- 
pafs into that which is contrary to themfelves ; 
and with me, all fuch things will fo quickly come 
to an end, that I think them not worthy my care. 
It is poffible, that I may fliortly be cafl into the 
Dungeon, ten times worfe accommodated then at 
prefent. There, I may be vifited alfo with bodi- 
ly diftempers, no lefs unfufferable then thofe I 
lately felt, and be left quite deftitute of thofe 
fupplies and means of eafement, which were then 
vouchfafed ; for there is already a failing 
of that Contribution which I formerly had, and 
it may be much lefs, in regard it came not 
(that I know of) from the hands, or Charity of 
the Lord Mayors, Sheriffes or Aldermen, within 
whofe Common Prifon I am confined ; nor from 
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any Noble or very rich Perfons ; But from them 
onely (or for the moft part) whofe Charity ex- 
ceeded their Abilities, and from fuch (if I am 
not mif-informed) whofe certain livelihoods are 
fcarce fufficient to relieve their own wants and 
their neceflities, of whom they feem to be more 
obliged to take care then of mine ; and as their 
Number and Eftates decreafe by Death or Oppref- 
fions ; fo in probability muft my relief diminifh : 
But it may partly be obftru6led by a worfe means, 
in regard (if I am not much deceived) there be yet 
fome counterfeit Profeffors of Piety, who having 
gained repute and profitable imployments here- 
tofore, by their formal complying with fuch as 
are fincerely Religious, do for felf ends private- 
ly afperfe and difparage their Brethren who are in 
afflidtion, to the abating of that Charity, whereby 
they were comforted : this way, I probably fufpeft 
I may fuffer by fome, who infmuate that I have not 
dealt fo candedly as I ought to have done with 
them ; whereas they abounding in their own 
fence, have not only been unreafonable in their 
demands and expeftations , but palpably in- 
jurious alfo unto me and mine : But my 
Effential reputation depends on what is really in 
mj'^ felf, not on other mens Tongues ; and thefe 
devourers of Widowes houfes, under the colour 
of long Prayers, have alwayes been as much my 
Enemies and Traducers, as they who are openly 
prophane ; of which two forts there are fo many 
who make it their work to afperfe me, upon the ac- 
count of envy, malice, or felf intreft, that I can- 
not long efcape their Evil Tongues ; and per- 
haps I may now fuffer in the opinion of this Houfe, 
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by the mifreprefentations of fuch Perfons , as I 
have done heretofore. 

But I being Experimentally acquainted with 
Gods difpenfations as to giving, and taking away ; 
do find their may be as juft caufe at this time, 
of taking away as of giving (leaft my corrupt Na- 
ture being prone enough thereto) I might more 
depend upon my own ftrength , or upon Gods 
gifts, or upon thofe by whom he fends them, then 
upon him from whom they came. 6^1?^ Alfuf- 
ficient by adding and withdrawing, keeps me both 
from difpair, and prefumption. I find moreover, 
that not onely the feizure of my Papers, hath ad- 
vanced my Primary intention, but that every 
hardfhip alfo which hath hapned thereupon to my 
Perfon, hath advantaged me ; For , I who was 
heretofore ferved with nigh twenty fervants in 
houfhold at once , can now ferve many hard Ma- 
Jiers, and my felf too , with more contentment 
then in thofe dayes. I have by loofing , gained 
fomewhat toward my fupport ; found fomewhat 
which lay hid within me , to make a mends for 
what is defective without me, and can do many 
things for my felf, which I never did heretofore ; 
mend my Cloaths, make my Bed, my Sea-coal 
Fires, & fweep my Chamber, as well as any fervant 
in the Jayle, and make the doing of thefe things 
a pleafmg recreation. I may poffibly be detained 
in Prifon until I muft lie in a lowfie Bed, or upon 
the bare ground, but whilft I am here I ftiall ftill 
have the Walls and roofs of a Prifon to de- 
fend me from the cold Air ; whereas, if I fhould 
Petition to be delivered hence, and obtain my 
requeft, without being fome way provided for, I 
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know not at this prefent any place wherein I can 
be certain to find fo much fhelter as I have here ; 
in regard, my fon in whofe Chamber at the Tem- 
ple I had harbor, till I was from thence commit- 
ted, was lately conftrained to fell it to difcharge a 
debt of mine, for which he ftood ingaged; and this 
being confidered with many other things con- 
fiderable, I know not what to ask of you for my 
felf Excufe this Verbojity; For, old men (efpecially 
when oppreffed) are full of words ; Lofers alfo 
(as our Proverb faith) may be allowed to fpeak ; 
and though much of what I expreffe may feem 
impertinent both to my Vindication, and to you, 
yet for many refpefts it will he pertinent to me, 
and to many more, when you have laid them afide 
(or fhall neglefl them) even to many of the Com- 
mon People who are both your Servants and Ma- 
Jlers. For, I have not fcribled all this, and inlarg- 
ed it with many Collateral Expreflions, fo much 
to Vindicate my felf, as in hope my Experiments 
in this fuffering, may be of comfortable ufe now 
or hereafter, to fome of thofe whom you reprefent. 
And, in truth, my Apollogizing for my tedioufnefs 
now I ferioufly heed it, is but a needlefs and im- 
pertinent mannerlinefs, according to the Common 
mode ; for, it cannot be juftly expefted, that to the 
interrupting of Publick affairs, a difcourfe of 
this length fhould be read in your Houfe ; nor had 
I any fuch hope, though I direfted it to the whole 
Houfe, to intreft every individual Member thereof 
in my Caufe, when his will and leafure fliall there- 
to incline him ; well knowing, that were it longer, 
or Jliorter, it will be totally perufed by fome 
of you, out of a Confcientious regard of my 
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fufferings ; by fome others , out of curiofity ; 
by others for their information touching thofe 
matters which may be thereby difcovered relating 
to themfelves, or the Publick ; and, perhaps, by 
more then a few with a defire to find out fome- 
what therein, which may give them occafion to 
add to my affliftion. 

But, I may trefpafs againft your patience more 
through my tedioufnefs , in fomewhat that I have 
yet to fay, by occafion of that Publick Humilia- 
tion which is injoyned by his Majefties Proclama- 
tion ; the fincere Solemnization whereof, will be 
another incitement to Jujlice and Mercy , in re- 
gard that which is moft Effential to fuch Duties, 
is Relieving the Opprejfed, the Widow, the Father- 
lefs, and letting the Pri/oners go free, next unto 
thofe Offices which are to be performed immediat- 
ly to God. It hath fuddenly surprized me, and 
though it feem not to belong to my matter in 
hand, it will be of fuch concernment , that I 
cannot forbear in this place to infert it ; knov/- 
ing, it pertinent to this Generation , and my work 
therein ; which being almoft at an end , I will 
upon the faid occafion , leave with you who are 
the Reprefentative of this Nation, fome hints and 
Cautiors, fit to be taken into confideration by you 
and them, at this time, in refpefl; of that faid Pub- 
lick Humiliation ; Therefore that my words may ap- 
pear to be worthy of fo much regard , at leaft, as 
thofe which were fpoken to Baalam by his beaft, I 
pray be pleafed, though I feem a Phannatick , to 
take notice that above a hundred of my Pre/ages 
and Preconje£lures heretofore publifhed, & tending 
to the Common welfare (during the feveral changes 
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of Governours and Governments, fince I came to 
years of difcretion) have been evidently verified; 
and fome in particulars touching the prophanati- 
on and abufe of Publick Humiliations and Thanjgi- 
vings; and for which Impieties, and Hypocrifie, 
thofe Plagues were increafed, from which we de- 
fired to be delivered, or other Judgements brought 
upon us. It was too evident that for the moft part, 
there was more Policy then Piety, in the Cele- 
bration of Publick Fajls and Tkankjgivings here- 
tofore ; the firft, being perhaps to delude People 
by a fhew of Holinefs, to make them the more 
willing to contribute fupplies and afliftance to 
their Dejigns ; and the latter to incourage their 
Friends, difhearten their Enemies, or to Magni- 
fie their own ViSlories and Prevailings, rather then 
to glorifie God ; And the lean Calves of their 
Lips, which they then offered, were far inferiour 
to the Hecatombs and magnificent Sacrifices of 
the Gentiles in preceding Ages. Oliver Crumwell, 
about, or little before the beginning of his lafl 
year, commanded a day of Humiliation to be So- 
lemnized, with a pretence to feek God for the re- 
moval of a great Mortality then raging, as he pre- 
tended ; within a Month after that, he injoyned a 
Publick Thank/giving, with a pretence to glori- 
fie God for his two moft Signal Vi£lories ; at which 
times, I prepared and made bold to prefent to his 
own hands, Hints, to remember him of fuch Cau- 
tions and Duties as I feared he might negleft, 
peradventure not without caufe ; For, no effefts 
followed anfwerable to thofe Pious pretendings ; 
and on the very day Twelve Month next follow- 
ing his day of Htiniiliation to take away Sicknefs ; 

he 



38 



(41 ) 
he himfelf fickned to death ; and within a few 
weeks after that, even upon the fame day Twelve 
Moneth alfo , which he fet a part for a Publick 
Thanksgiving , he died of the aforefaid Sicknef; 
which I take the more notice of, becaufe , I find 
at the conclufion of the laft Addrejjfe , which I 
prepared for the faid two Solemn dayes, thefe few 
Hnes ; 

Sir, I have now performed my true endeavour. 
If, nothing it prevails ; Farewell for ever : 
For, you, or I, or both, fhall be ere long, 
Wliere, you can do no right, nor T take wrong. 

God give a better fuccefs to our Devotions, then 
in dayes paft ; but I do yet fee very fmall appear- 
ances thereof, for, the beft Sign at prefent that 
God will at laft deliver us from the Judgement 
now lying upon us, and avert thofe which we fear, 
is this ; that he removes them not before we truly 
repent : I hear we have the fame Animoffities, and 
the fame Avengeful fpirits amongft us : I hear, the 
cryes of the Widow, Fatherlefs and oppreffed, are 
as loud and lamentable as ever ; That Prifons 
are ftiU as full , not onely of miferable decayed 
Debtors, but, alfo crammed up as it were, to the 
deftruftion of many mens lives, or healths, with 
Perfons who fuffer meerly upon the groundlefs 
Jealoufies, and pretended Sufpitions of malicious 
informers ; and few take their Oppreffions and 
ftarving condition into confideration. Poverty 
by Oppreffions, and new Opprefjions by Poverty, are 
become fo Epedimical and Univerfal, that no 
Hiftory can fhew us that there ever were in the 
fame Land (where no War did then rage) fo many 
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thoufands of the fame Nation, made beggarly 
and miferable by each other ; even by their ac- 
quaintance, their former Familiars, their Neigh- 
bottrs, Brethren and Kin/men ; or, where there was 
at fo neceflitous a time, fo much Luxury, Pride and 
exceflive bravery in apparrel. And the confede- 
rates of the man of Sin , do fo endeavour alfo to 
root out their oppofers , by v/hom the Peace of God 
fhould be preferved among us ; and have fo in- 
creafed Propkanefs , Impiety , and Superflition, 
that, though many now think this Nation in a hap- 
py Eftate, and near to a Glorious EJlablifhment in 
their Mode ; the World feems unto me , rather 
nigh to fuch a Judgement as Noahs Flood ; or, thefe 
Nations, by their paralelling them in their fins, not 
to be far from fomewhat refembling that which 
befell to Sodofn and Gomorrah, unlefs God fhall 
prevent it, for the fake of his Ele5l. 

Give me leave therefore (who fliall probably 
never hereafter be troublefome again in this kind) 
to declare freely and fully what I believe God 
declares unto my heart, by bringing an Examplary 
yudgement of his to my remembrance, recorded 
in the 21. Chapter of the fecond Book oi Samuel, 
which I am hopeful may opperate fomewhat, be- 
ing well confidered, toward the affwaging of that 
blood-thirjlinefs , and toward purging away that 
blood-guiltinefs, which lies yet upon us ; For, not- 
withftanding the blood already fhed, I do perceive 
that not onely many men , who are no wayes in 
their particular Perfons or Intreft, damnified by 
thofe who are queftioned for fhedding blood, have 
an unquenchable third after more blood ; but, 
that Women alfo, who are naturally tender hear- 
ted. 
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ted, are fo inflamed with that thirft (if we may- 
know their difl:empers by their words) as if the 
Death of others were half the Life of their Souls ; 
and as if they had never heard, who hath given it 
forth to be the Mark of WhoriJJi Women , to hunt 
after the precious lives of men. I heard fince 
this Text came into my thought, that you had 
a Sermon Preached before you, upon the fame 
parfel of Scripture , on the late day of Humilia- 
tion ; but I have not yet feen it , nor heard 
what Application or Ufe he hath made thereof; 
when you have heard me, try the Spirits by which 
we are guided ; for, I will declare my felf imparti- 
ally without refpefl of Perfons, according to that 
Light within me, which beameth from the Light 
Eternal. 

In the dayes of David, there was a Famine three 
years throughout the Land ; whereupon, he en- 
quiring of God the caufe of that Plague, received 
anfwer, that it was for Saul and his bloody Jwufe, 
who had flain the Gibeonites, a remnant of the 
Amorites, unto whom the Children of Ifrael had 
fworn ; yet, (as it is added in the Text) vS"«m/ thought 
to flay them, out of a Zeal to the children of If- 
rael and Judah. From this Record, and the Cir- 
cumflances, I do undoubtedly colleft, that Famine 
is a Judgement, proper to the avenging of unlaw- 
ful Bloodfhed ; and in reafon it fo appears to be ; 
For as Blood is the Life of men , fo the Fruits of 
the Earth are the Life and prefervation of humatie 
Blood; and therefore juftly taken away from 
thofe, who are guilty of that Sin. A Famifte is 
now begun among us, likely to increafe and con- 
tinue, unlefs we make our Attonement and Peace 
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with God ; which the King^ taking into confidera- 
tion, according to the Duty of his Place, ftriftly 
commanded all his People to feek unto Almighty 
God for pardon of our fins, by a General and un- 
feigned Humiliation ; wherein he Chriftianly Pro- 
feffed, that he and his whole Family fhould fo 
joyn , that we might altogether as one man hum- 
ble our felves in his prefence, in hope our De- 
votions might be accepted ; and, I fhall be glad if 
it hath been fo performed, lefl elfe, it fo provoke 
God, that inftead of removing and preventing a 
deftruftive Dearth, it bring upon us, all his three 
great Plagues at once, doubled ; even Wars, Pejli- 
lence, and Famines, both Spiritual and Temporal. 
Let us take heed of it ; And fmce Bloodjhed is 
the principal crime, for which the Judgement al- 
ready begun is feared will increafe, and for the 
expiation whereof fome fatisfaftion muft be 
made, to witnefs the truth of our Repentance, 
(though it be not in our Power to make fatis- 
faftion for the leaft Tranfgreffion ) let us all 
be fo cautious to fearch into the whole matter, 
and to find out every Circumftance of our Duties , 
that we add not Sin to Sin, Blood to Blood, andfup- 
pofe we do well, when we have done more wic- 
kedly, by an hypocritical mifappHcation, or an ig- 
norant fearch. Or, leaft in place of true Chrift:ian 
Oblations, we offer up the abominations of the 
Heathen , who facrificed the Innocent Children 
of their Enemies, to appeafe the Ghofts of their 
flaughtered Princes ; or, do like them, who offered 
the Fruits of their Body to Molech, for the fins of 
their Souls ; Or, left we think, as many have done, 
we do God or our Country good fervice , when we 
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have oppreffed, or flain, or banifhed, thofe who 
worfhip him not as we do ; even thofe, for whofe 
fakes we are hitherto preferved, by him, in whofe 
fight the Blood of the meanejl of his Saints , is 
more precious then the Blood of the greatejl King, 
who hath not afwell a Saintjhip as Kingjhip. 

For the Expiation therefore of our Blood-guilti- 
nefs, fo far forth as it will be requirable to teftifie 
the fmcerity of our Cotttrition and Repentance , 
(plenary fatisfaftion as I faid before , not being 
in our Power) we muft effeftually and fpeedily 
profecute the means , which are but two in chief. 
The one is, the wafhing away of wilful Bloodjhed, 
with the blood of malicious Murtherers, by Exe- 
cuting Jujlice. The other is by Mercy , in par- 
doning thofe who have fhed Blood caufually, 
ignorantly, and without any apparant malice ; And, 
this Jujiice and Mercy muft be difpenfed without 
partiality, rafhnefs, malice, or by-refpe6l to our 
felves, or to any other. That, we be not deceived 
in the Perfons who are to be the Objefts of this 
Jujlice and Mercy, we muft be very wary leaft we 
incur the curfe pronounced againft them, who Ju- 
Jlifie the wicked and condemn the Innocent ; fo, in 
ftead of being rendred acceptable, become abo- 
minable unto the Lord ; For, the World is fo full of 
deceitful Juglings, that, fhe can make that which is 
Righteous and Holy, appear to be unrighteous and 
prophane : wrap up Suparlative Impietie in fuch a 
Myjlery, that, it ftiall feem the Perfeftion of Ho- 
linefs, make Traytors and Murtherers appear to be 
Saints and Martyrs , true Saints and Martyrs to 
be reputed Murtherers, and Traytors ; and bring 
them to the greateft outward fhame and fuffering. 

There- 
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Therefore to prevent thefe Falacies, we muft by 
the example of David, feek of God, to be rightly 
informed, not onely as touching the true Caufe of 
the Plagues that are feared, or lie upon us, but alfo 
for the Principal Offenders ; for, if we feek but to 
men, to humane Lawes, and reafon, and to what our 
own hearts will Didlate, there is fo much falfe- 
hood in all thefe, being ufually fwayed by Self-In- 
trejls, that we may eafily be deceived. 

If inquiry had been made in Davids time, 
touching the Famine afore mentioned, of that 
part of the People, then of Sauls FaSlion, who 
were the Murtherers, for whofe Bloodjhed that 
Plague was inflifted ; they, probably would have 
anfwered, that it was for the bloodinefs of Da- 
vids houfe, and of his confederates, who had Tray- 
teroufly difmherited the true apparent Heir of the 
Kingdom, Anoynted and made King by Gods 
own appointment, v/ith confent of all the Peo- 
ple ; and that his Blood-guiltinefs was manifeft by a 
long Rebellious warfare againft the houfe of Said 
his Lawful Soveraign. If the fame queftion 
fhould have been then asked of Davids Party , it 
is likely they would have faid, that Saul and his 
partakers were the Murtherers by fhedding blood 
in oppofmg him, to whom God had tranflated the 
Kiiigdom from Saul, for his difobedience, and con- 
ferred it on David by the fame Anointing, by the 
fame Prophet, who inaugurated Saul; and in re- 
gard the Kingdom was alfo confirmed upon David, 
by confent of the fame People. If the Priefis in 
thefe dayes, had been confulted withail, they per- 
haps would have thought and faid, that it had 
been, for the Blood of thofe Priefls of the Lord, 
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which were barbaroufly Butchered by Saul, rather 
then for the blood of the Gibeonites ; and, it may 
be they and many other ( who ufually Judge ac- 
cording to common appearances ) would have 
thought that Famine had been inflifted for the 
blood of Abner , IJhboJheth , Amafa , Ammon, 
Uriah, and many other, as well as for the blood of 
the faid Priefts. But, the Judgement came not 
forth at that time for any of thefe ; It was not ab- 
folutely for fhedding of meer Innocent blood ; 
nor for Blood Royal , or efteemed Sacred ; no not 
for the blood of a King, but for Blood Ihed by a 
Xing ; and for no fuch precious blood as the blood 
of Ifraelites, or Friends, or Free SubjeSls, but for the 
Blood of Jlaves, of whom little account was made ; 
and for breach of an Oath, and a Covenant to and 
with defpifed Perfons, though CQXs!iXz.Si.&A Illegally, 
yea, contrary to Gods exprejje com?nand, with a 
People whom they were to have deftroyed ; and 
though, it had been fraudulently and furreptiouf- 
ly procured : which Exemplary Judgement, was exe- 
cuted and left upon record , to make it known to 
all Nations .. and Generations, how abominable it 
is to God, when men violate the Lawes of Hu- 
mane Society, though out of a pretended Zeal to 
the welfare of his own People ; and, that he will 
fooner difpence with an Oath and Covenant made 
ignorantly, contrary to his own expreffe command, 
then with violation thereof, in fuch a cafe, when 
it is once made ; and, that, neither length of 
time, or Pious, or Politick pretences, can incline 
him to leave it unpunifhed. 

This hints unto us, that which will be veiy con- 
fiderable at this prefent by you, and by all this 
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Nation, as touching that Bloodjhed into which God 
is making inquifition; & concerning which we are 
to make inquiry of God himfelf, by the Urim and 
Thummim of his Word ; as alfo, by impartially ex- 
amining our own Confciences , left the /a//e Wit- 
neffes, which the World & felf intreft may fuborn, 
corrupt our Judgements : For, if we ask of our 
meer Courtiers, or Fawning Parafites (who think 
there is more Divinity in the blood of Kings then 
of other men) whofe Bloodjhed is at this time pu- 
nifhable by Famine, they (as I conceive) will tell 
us, that it is onely for the Blood of the late King, 
which I believe not, though there lies a blood-guil- 
tinefs for that, on very many. If we ask of the 
Prelates, they peradventure will add thereto the 
blood of the late Arch-Bifhop of Canterbury, and 
the violence done to their Hyerachie. If we ask the 
reft of the Clergy, they wil caft in the blood of thofe 
Minijlers of the Go/pel, who have been flain by the 
6"word, are deftroyed by Oppreflion : The Peers 
will fay it is likewife for the Blood of fome of 
the Nobility: If we put the Queftion to the 
Generality of the People, they will affirm, that it 
was for the blood of their Parents, Children, Bre- 
thren Sin^ fellow SubjeSls. If we demand the opinion 
of the Papifts, they will anfwer, that it is for the 
blood of their Priejls and Jefuites. If we Inter- 
rogate the Protejlants , they unanimoufly cry out 
and fay, that it is for the blood of thofe three 
hundred fixty and odd Thoufands, who were in a 
moft Treacherous and Barbarous manner Maffa- 
cred in Ireland, by the Papifts : If we think by our 
Laws and Parliaments, to be rightly informed, they 
(not being infallible) will leave us as doubtful as 
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the reft ; For, Laws contradift each other ; one 
Parliament Enafts that for Law, which another 
makes Illegal ; and that to be Herejie and Treafon, 
which we are enjoyned by another Parliament to 
embrace for Orthodox Truth and Loyalty ; Hocus 
Pociis ! fo, that if we had no better Oracle to en- 
quire at , then thefe aforementioned , we may 
add blood to blood, by punifhing Innocents as Of- 
fenders, and Juftifying Malifa£lors. 

In truth a Blood-guiltinefs, more or lefs, in all 
thefe refpefls , lies upon fome of all diffenting 
Parties throughout the whole Nation ; yea upon 
all without excepting one perfon, though they 
perceive it not ; and a greater blood-guilti- 
nefs then the blood-fhed of all thofe put together 
will amount unto ; even a guiltinefs of the pre- 
cious Blood of Chrifl Jefus and his Saints, by op- 
preffing them , not onely in depriving them of 
their Liberties and Eftates (whereby Life is to be 
preferved) until they lofe their lives more mife- 
rably then by a quick murther ; but, by Tyraniz- 
ing over their Confciences alfo , to the deftroying 
of their fouls, if God prevent not. Unlefs there- 
fore we will heed , and weigh this guilt , and 
fanftifie out formal Humiliations with more 
works of Juflice and Mercy then heretofore, they 
will prove empty vanities , and Sacrifices without 
Salt or Oyl. And, when we have according to 
Davids Example, duely fearched out the Sin for 
which God hath begun to punifh us (which pro- 
bably is Bloodfhed in chief) the fame blood-guilti- 
nefs will continue upon this Nation, until as far 
as in us lies, we fhall proportionably apply what 
is juftly deferved by the Principal , acceffary and 
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caufual Tranfgreffors ; putting difference between 
them according to the quality and degree of their 
offences ; feeing fome of thofe who have been 
accufed and condemned , may poffibly be as far 
from being guilty of Bloodjhed , or Treafon, know- 
ingly or intentionally, as they who went with Abfci- 
lom in the fimplicity of their hearts to a facrifice, 
when he rebelled againft his fatJier ; and as guilt- 
lefs of wilful Treafon, as the Prieji was, who gave the 
Skewbread to David and his Souldiers when pur- 
fued by Saul Two men may be Aftive in the 
fame work, grinding at the fame Mill , fight in 
the fame Caufe, at one and the fame Battle, and 
yet one of them be jufhly excufed and received to 
mercy, the other as juflly rejefted. And when 
the matter is doubtful, we muft labour to our ut- 
moft, to find out the certainty, inclining rather to 
compajjion then to extream Rigor in fuch ambigui- 
ties ; elfe we do neither according to the mind of 
God, nor make our felves to be fo capable of his 
mercy as we may. Solomon advifed us not to be 
over juft, that is, not to execute any Jujlice with- 
out mercy. The very mercies of the wicked are 
cruel, much more cruel then is their jujlice. 
They who think they expreffe much love and 
Loyalty to the King, or to do him the more 
honour, by how much the more blood they fhed 
to avenge his Fathers Death, do more difad- 
vantage and difhonour him thereby, then they 
who took away his Life, as it will be manifeft at 
the laft. The Indulgence of David to the Peo- 
ple, who rebelled with his fon Abfalom, doth im- 
ply that a difference fhould be put between of- 
fenders according to the degree and nature of 
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their offence , as did alfo the Cities of Refuge 
for man-Jlaughter ; The Jews, who were guilty 
of the blood of Jefus Chriji, the King of Kings, 
(as Paul was alfo by Perfecuting the Saints) were 
capable of Divine Mercy in regard they did it 
meerly through ignorance, and by being invol- 
ved in the Epidemical Sin of the Nation at that 
time ; So, may many be at this prefent : And 
our King ( if I am not mifinformed ) is fo 
naturally inclined to extend compaffion to fuch 
offenders, that probably the iffue of Blood , had 
been here ftopt long fmce, if he had not been urg- 
ed to more feverity then he is inclined unto. And, 
doublefs , they who fubmitted unto His late 
Proclamation, which threatned that no mercy 
fliould be vouchfafed unto them , who there- 
upon furrendred not their Perfons ) were not 
fo mad, as to come in with a purpofe to be hang'd, 
feeing they might as poffibly have fecurcd their 
lives by flight as others have yet done ; But, know- 
ing their Confciences clear (as I fuppofe) from 
having had any malicious intention in thofe 
tranfaftions wherein they were judged offenders ; 
they furrendred themfelves into the Kings hands, 
with a belief that their Indempnity was fmcere- 
ly intended by the faid Proclamation, upon their 
fubmiffion ; feeing elfe, it had either fignified no- 
thing as to them, or, fomwhat worfe then nothing, to 
delude them with a falfe hope ; which to believe, 
were fuch a Derogation from the Kings honour, 
as I am not guilty of ; and I am perfwaded he is 
fo fenfible how much it may concern him, that he 
will not deftroy the hope which was begotten 
G 2 by 
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by his own voluntary Aft of Clemency. I my 
felf, (as, it may be, fome other were) though in- 
gaged heretofore with fuch as oppofed the Royal 
Intereji, was even then, as far from intending 
any thing malicioufly againft the Kings Perfon or 
Dignity, that I truly pittied his eftate; And fo 
God profper me, as I would gladly have contri- 
buted what was in my power toward his Rejlora- 
tion, or the fetling of him in a fafe and comfort- 
able being, if I had then known how to have done 
it, without refifting God , or infringing that 
fidelity to which I conceived, I was then obliged ; 
For which refpeft, I do verily believe, I may 
now claim an intereft in all his Majefties Pub- 
lick A£ls of Grace, notwithftanding my former 
Mifprifions : And that according to his Royal Pro- 
mifes and Ingagements voluntarily made, I may 
juftly expeft, at leaft a competent fubfiftance for 
me and my Family, out of that eftate, v/hich I 
purchafed and poffeffed, before his Rejloration : 
For, he is not more fafe in any mans profeffed 
Allegiance or Principles, then in mine; who am 
probably perfwaded in my heart to believe, that 
after he hath tryed the temper of his People, 
God will put into his heart a defire and refoluti- 
on, to declare and profecute fomewhat, extra- 
ordinarily tending to his Glory, and to the fru- 
ftrating of the fears, hopes and expe6lations of 
many thoufands, who are now oppofites in their 
Judgements and AffeSlions : Nothing, but a mali- 
cious wickednefs can fuperfede this Mercy. It is 
a more manly Principle to ruine men fpeedily and 
outright in fury, then by diffembling an intenti- 
on of Mercy to linger out their Torments, and 
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deftroy them at the laft ; of which cruelty, I con- 
ceive the Prelates to be lefs guilty at this time, 
then many other by whom we fuffer ; For, they 
are, for the moft part , fo true to their Pride and 
Avarice, that they devour us as quickly as they 
can, without masking or hiding their Intenti- 
ons. 

Let there be fmcerity therefore, in executing 
ynjlice and extending Mercy ; and let us know 
and heed this to a maxime, which ought undoubt- 
ingly to be received ; to wit , that if any King, 
Supream Power, Prince, Commander in chief, or any 
other by them Authoritatively deputed to dif- 
pence their Mercy, or other Priviledges or Concef- 
fions of Grace, or of right due, fhall, by his or 
their Declaration, Proclamation, Letter, Promife 
or Ingagement, make tender of them voluntarily 
to any real or fufpefled Delinquents, (without any 
capitulation or conditions) a6lually infifted on by 
the faid Delinquents (efpecially the faid Granters 
receiving benefit afterwards thereby) If thefe 
Delinquents accept thereof, fubmit, and put them- 
felves into their Proteflion, without queftoning 
the terms of expreffion, or the fincerity of the faid 
Granters intentions ; Then, the faid Conceffions 
are to be conftrued to the utmoft advantage of 
them, who fo confided and fubmitted. And, if 
in fuch cafes there fliall be any fecret Referve or 
Intention in the faid Granters , whereby they who 
fo abfolutely confided, fhall be deprived of their 
hope ; or if there be any explicite or equivocal 
terme therein, whereby the Grace hoped for, 
may be vacated, by the future Judgement of the 
faid Granters , or of other men, who are apparent 
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Enemies, or doubtful Friends to the Granters; it 
will be fo evident an Injuftice, fo ignoble, and fo 
Hypocritical a Prevarication, that, what Reajon of 
State foever is pretended, it will be abominable 
to God and Men : The faid Granters, will juftly 
lofe their honour both abroad and at home \ none 
will confide in their Grants, Promifes or Ingage- 
ments for the future-, and Divine Vengeance will 
alfo perfue them. This may perhaps be diftaftful 
to them who rellilh not fuch ajfertions; But, he 
who truely fears God, and declares neceffary 
Truths in feafon with a good Confcience, needs 
not fear men, how furious or powerful foever 
they be ; For, they will be afraid of him , if his 
Affertions be of God. 

Moreover, let us take notice, that we fhall 
neither be freed from the Judgement threatned, 
nor clear from the guilt of bloodjhed paft, unlefs 
we profecute every medium in our Power to pre- 
vent bloodjhed to come , by taking away the occa- 
fions of malicious Animofities which foment 
difcord, the Ufher to Murthers and Rebellions : And 
this will never be effefted in meer Morral or 
Carnal Men, but by executing of Jujlice between 
Man and Man without partiallity, and by permit- 
ting them to enjoy their Liberties and Liveli- 
hoods, according to Law, without Oppreffions ; 
For, it being their Life-Blood, they will ftruggle 
for it, upon all advantages (though it be by blood- 
jhed ) let Divines, Preach what they will, and 
Statef-men threaten & impofe, whatfoever Oaths 
and other manacles they can devife ; yea, 
though they lofe Liberty, EJlate, Life, Body and 
Soul to recover it ; Becaufe they cannot be made 
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fo fenfible of any thing, as of their Self Intereji 
and prefent wants ; So, that, if their diftempers 
be not affwaged, by the means aforefaid, occa- 
fion of bbod-guiltinefs will ftill continue ; And 
as for them who being by regeneration made fo 
confcientious of yielding A6live or PaJJive Obedi- 
ence, to the Commands of Authority, that, they 
will fuffer any thing rather then refift to blood, 
though they lofe all that whereby the mainte- 
ance of their life-blood confifleth (and are ex- 
pofed to greater fufferings, then by a fpeedy 
Murther) they will make the Land lyable to grea- 
ter blood-guiltinefs , and more dreadful Judge- 
ments, then the former : Becaufe, at laft, it will 
provoke God for the fakes of thofe Patient Inno- 
cents, to arife from his Throne in Heaven and de- 
fcend to be their avenger. This, I am warranted 
to declare ; therefore confider it ; Reafon is rea- 
fon, and Truth Truth, though fpoken by Fools and 
Children ; The greatefl Perfons if they defpife 
it, fhall be defpifed ; and the wifeft, if they flight 
it, are Fools. 

It is impoffible to enjoy the Peace of GOD , or 
long to preferve the Civil Peace , without other- 
while giving an occafion of Bloodfhed , when the 
Confciences of men are intrenched upon, by im- 
pofmg that which is deftru6live to their Natural 
and Chrijlian Freedom in things indifferent ; efpe- 
cially, when they perceive them to be impofed for 
fuperftitious ends onely , and to advance the 
covetuous defignes and Intereft of corrupt Per- 
fons in Societies: For, though they who are fm- 
cerely confcientious, will (as I faid before) fuffer 
any thing rather then give a juft occafion of of- 
fence. 
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fence, or aft ought whereby the Civil Peace may 
be violated ; yet , it is fo abominable to meer 
Natural and Moral men , to fee an unlawful In- 
terefh upheld and indulged , under pretences of 
promoting Pietie, or the Common Welfare, that 
they cannot well bear it, without fuch murmur- 
ings as may produce mifchief at the laft. Among 
other things confiderable in that kinde, the Pro- 
hibition of meats on certain dayes and times, 
makes many very fenfible, how impudently they 
have been fooled out of their Freedoms by Re- 
ligious Impoftors. For, though it be reafonable 
that the forbearing of Flejh, and the eating of Fifh 
at fometimes fhould be enjoyned> for prefer- 
ving the breed of Cattle, or fuch like refpefts ; 
and that neither the Fijhing Trade may be neg- 
ledled, nor that bleffing of abundance of Fifh, 
feem to be defpifed, wherewith God hath plenti- 
fully furnifhed thefe Hands : yet, who can un- 
derftand what prudence or Pieiie it is, that, ac- 
cording to an Antichrijlian Principle (which was 
introduced as it were in defpight of what God 
hath declared in his Word) thofe meats fhould be 
judged unlawful, on fome dayes in a Religious 
refpefl;, which being Sanftified by Prayer and 
Thankfgiving, may be eaten at all times without 
offence to God ? If there be no thing of Religi- 
on in fuch a Rejlraint, why fhould it be im- 
pofed as pertinent to Religion, and managed by 
Officers thereto pretending ? If the obfervation 
of a Lent, be not as truely a Turkijh as a Chrijlian 
Difcipline, or Ceremony , Let us know by what 
Holy Text, it is commanded, equivolent to that 
Authority, whereby that, and fuch like Impofiti- 
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ons, and interdi£led, or at leaft reproved. And, if, 
indeed it be of Divine Inftitution, let it then be 
confidered, what an abominable hypocrifie & abufe 
it is of that Difcipline, that the Prelates, their Vi- 
cars or other Officers , or Do6tor Dodipol, with 
fuch like Perfons fhould make a fordid gain there- 
of to fatisfie their Covetoufnefs f difpence with 
this Liberty to whomfoever they pleafe for mo- 
ney ; even to thofe who defire it , meerly to fa- 
tisfie their Luxurms Appetite ? taking that Free- 
dom alfo to themfelves, by licenfmg each other 
to eat FleJ}i, when prohibited ? If a poor-man be 
fo fick , that he cannot eat Fifh without hazzard 
of his life , or hath fuch an Antipathie thereunto 
that it alwayes indangers his health to eat it ; 
why fhould his life or health be put into the hands 
of fuch Perfons who regard nothing fo much as 
their Self-Interejl f what Religion or Charity is 
it to make this man pay money for it ? Is it not 
affli6lion enough that he hath fuch infirmities, 
unlefs he fhall be inforced alfo to add unto his 
Poverty, by paying for that Liberty to fome Shab- 
by Fellow , which God bellowed freely upon 
him ? yea , to pay for it to one perhaps , who 
whilfl: he is Failing , will confume in Feafting, 
that which he exafled ? were it not more Chrijiian 
like (if fuch a Rejlraint be civilly neceffary) that 
fober honeft and faithful men, fhould take the 
money given for fuch Licenfes to help relieve 
the fick and needy in necefitous times ? yea, if it 
be expedient for a publick benefit, that there 
fhould be a reflraint from eating Flefli at fome 
fet times (as I believe it may be, if ordered ac- 
cording to the true intention of our Lawes) It 

H feems 
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feems neverthelels , unreafonable, that a cor- 
rupt Magiftrate fhould raife a large profit, to 
himfelf and his Officers, by Licenfing Butchers, 
Coolfs and Powlterers, to the malcing that dearer 
to the People, which was over dear before. It 
were therefore more agreeable to common Jujlice, 
that the profit by Fees and Fines for fuch Li- 
cenfes , if they be neceffary , fhould be rather 
employed to eafe publick Burthens, or elfe to re- 
lieve the needy and oppreffed : For, that Juftice 
and Charity, might fomewhat allay their dif- 
tempers, who may perhaps be provoked beyond 
the Limit of their patience. This laji Paragraph 
was by forgetfulnefs omitted in the Papers which I 
fent to the Houfe of Commons. 

This I have caft in by the way, for a Supple- 
ment to my Remonjlrance , and now you have in 
effeft , the fum of what I have heretofore ex- 
preffed publickly or in private, as pertinent to my 
Vindication ; and I will hereupon requeft nothing 
fimply relating to my felf : For, to fay truth, I can 
ask nothing to any purpofe, nor can you give or 
take away any thing which will not be as advanta- 
gious or difadvantagious to your felves, as to me, 
according as it fhall be juftly or unjuftly given or 
taken away ; and, if my Flejh had as little fence, 
of thofe torments the world can inflifl: upon me, 
as my Soul hath at prefent , of thofe pleafures of 
hers, which I formerly enjoyed, fhe had nothing 
in her power, which would much delight or offend 
me. If you reftore unto me the Freedom of my 
Perfon, and poffeffion of my EJlate, they may be 
loft again to morrow; and, unlefs I might there- 
with enjoy the Liberty of my Mind according to 

the 
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the Law of Nature ; and of my Confcience , ac- 
cording to the Law of Grace, (whereof I fee no 
great likelihood at prefent ) I fhall not greatly 
value either of thofe accommodations , or my 
Life ; but, as it relates to him who gave it. I 
have lived almoft three quarters of a 
hundred years upon Earth, wherein I have ob- 
ferved the Works of God and men ; feen the 
Almighties Judgements difregarded, and his Grace 
turned into Wantonnefs ; many CItanges, every 
one worfe then the other ; and am now in Pur- 
gatory, next Wall to Hell, where I perceive thofe 
Fiery Tryals which melt and foften a few, do harden 
moft men, into a froward impenitency ; the Gold 
and Silver is thereby purified ; the Wood, Hay, 
and Stubble confume ; and I fhall fhortly afcend 
from hence, thither, where (though all things are 
already known ) I muft give up that Tejliniony 
which I fhall leave behind me , of this Genera- 
tion ; wherein Apoflacies, Hypocrifie, Prophanefs, 
with all manner of Wickednefs, and Unpieties ripen 
fo faft : (yea, wherein the DoSlrine of Chrifl is fo 
difparaged by the Profeffors thereof, who live 
contrary to the Life of Chrifl) that if the An- 
gels, thereto appointed, do not fpeedily thruft in 
their Sickles and gather the Wheat into Gods 
Garner , and hack up the Tares for the fire ; 
there will be few handfuls of good Corn left upon 
Earth, and little Faith found amongft men when 
Cliriit Cometh. This Teflhnony is true, though 
expreffed in much infirmity, after the m.anner of 
men ; therefore , I will conclude all with a 
Petition for thofe things onely, wherein Gods 
Glory, your Honour , and the Interefls of many 
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57 



(6o) 
Thoufands are comprehended, as well as mine: 
The faid Petition is that which follows. 



The P E T I T I O N. 

Humbly befeech your Honours, as you 
refpe£l the many great and extraordinary 
Mercies of God lately vouchfafed to the 
King , to your felves , and to tho/e whom 
you Reprefent : As you Jiand in awe of 
thofe Judgements, tJiat are in part removed; 
as you defire the total removal of thofe which 
yet lie upon us ; and the prevention of thofe 
that are feared; as alfo , to behold the Face of 
God with foy at the laft Judgement: that, 
in all your future Confultations , Debates and 
A&ings , you feek the prefervation of a good 
Confcience , in preferring the Caufe and 
Honour of God, before all Royal, Popular, 
or Perfonal Interefts : That, in particular 
you would be careful his Divine Worfhip, 
m,ay not be adulterated, or clogged with the Su- 
perflitious Traditions of Men, by your affent ; 
and that no Power, Perfon or Perfons , by 
your negle£l or means , be permitted to Ufurp 
a feat in the Confcience, which is Gods 
Peculiar Throne upon Earth. That, you 

will 
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will Jo endeavour to EJlabliJk the Kings 
Throne in Righteoufnefs, that Juftice and 
Mercy , being the Supporters thereof , nei- 
ther the yuji Royal Perogative , nor the 
Lawful Liberties of the People ( by whom 
you are Intrujied ) may be infringed , or 
clajh ; But , that , Right may be equally 
difpenfed. That , you would be merciful as 
our Heavenly Father is merciful , extend- 
ing Compaffion {^which is the beft Sacrifice^ 
to other men , according to that Mercy which 
you would willingly receive , if you were in 
their Jlead ; rather mitigating , then agra- 
vating their punifhment ^ who have offended 
through Ignorance, Weaknefs, or Incon- 
fideratenefs, and not by Defign or Malice. 
And, forafmuch, as the Priviledges jy^?^ Claim, 
were not at firfl conferred for your own fakes, 
but for the fakes of the People whom you re- 
prefent , and by whom you were chofen and 
intrujied ; That, you make no farther ufe of 
thofe Priviledges for your Perfonal advanta- 
ges , then may confifl with your Truft ; which 
is to be kept inviolable without refpe^l of Per- 
fons , Fear, Favour, or Reward. Thefe 
Petitions being by you approved and granted, 
fo far forth as it may be in your Power, I fhall 
have fo large a fJiare in them, that it will be 

needlefs 
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needlefs for me , to Petition atght a part by 
my Self ; and I Jhail- be fully contented with 
what God pleafetk to allow ; Praife him, and 
Pray for you unfeignedly, as in Duty I am 
bound \ who, by voztchfafng thefe v&qVi&u.s, Jliall 
have a Joyful welcome home, by all your 
Counties, Cities, and Burroughs, wheti you 
are adjourned, prorogued, or diffolved; And 
your Honour, fhall befo tranfcendant, that no 
Tongue, Pen, Lybeller or Lybel, fhall have 
Pozver to caft i? blemifJt theretipon. 

Jamq; Opus Exegi. 

My Life, and^oxk {for ought, that yet I know) 
Is either quite, or almojl ended now ; 
And my Quietus eft, within a Grave 
Is, that, which beji ivould pleafe me, now to have: 
For, by their Jlruggli-ng, many years together, 
My Fleih and Spirit, have nigh tif'd each other. 
Lord, let the ihort.fnuff, of my Life unfpent 
Burn out, with clear flames, and a pleafmg fcent 

Neivgate, January the 
27th. I 66 I . 

Geo. Wither. 



T xH E END. 



uo 



1665. 

A Memorandum to London. 

[Hazlitt, No. 88.] 



A 

Memorandum to London, 

Occafioned by the Pejlilence there begun 
this prefent year mdclxv , and humbly 
offered to the Lord Maior , Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the faid City. 

By George Wither. 

Thereto Is by him added, a Warning-piece to 
London, difcharged out of a Loophole in the 
Tower, upon meditating the deplorable Fieri 
which confumed the houfe of an eminent Citizen , 
with all the perfons and goods therein, at the 
beginning of our moft Joyful Fejlival, in 
December f 1662, 

Alfo, a Single Sacrifice oi^&r&d. to Almighty 
GOD, by the fame Author in his lofiely confine- 
ment, for prevention of the Dearth feared, and 
probably portended, by immoderate Raines in 
June and July, 1663. 

Quis Legit hsec, &c. 
Who read fuch Lines as thefe f 
How few 7nen, do they pleafe ? 

Moreover, in regard many have reported 
and believed this Author to be dead ; v/e have 
annexed his Epitaph, made by himfelf upon that 
occafion. 

Imprinted in the Year, mdclxv. 
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A 
Seafonable Memorandum 

Humbly tendred to the City of London, 
the Lord Maior , Aldermen, and the whole 
Commonalty thereof, by occafion of the 
Pejlilence, begun this year, mdclxv. 

By their Old Remembrancer , 
George Wither. 

THe Pfalmijl, when he faw Truths foes grow 
ftrong 
A while refolved to withhold his Tongue 
Ev'n from Good words ; (as I have often done) 
But, in his heart, Neiv-mujings then begun 
To mufter fo, that, he was forc'd to break 
His refolution, and his thoughts to fpeak. 
So fares it now with me ; and I muft do 
That which my Mover hath incHn'd me to : 
Vouchfafe it hearing, and GOD be my fpeed, 
For, it concerns you, and deferves good heed. 

This, now commencing, is the fourtieth year. 
Since firft, the greateft Plague that raged here, 
Within our time, was fent for our correftion. 
To fcourge us, with a Pejlilent InfeSlion, 

A 2 That 
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That , GOD's intention , being timely heeded 

We, by Repentance, might have fuperfeded 

Thofe following Judgments , which have ever fince 

Iiiflifled been, for our Impenitence ; 

And, are ftill multiplying, as if from 

GOD's quiver, Sharper Arrows were to come. 

That year , I having lived , till the Sun 
Had thrice twelve times, quite through the Zodi- 

ack run , 
Confider'd I had fpun out half that time 
Within your Walls, and might be one of them 
For whofe Tranfgrefjions , that fliarp Vifitation 
Came to dejlroy, or work a Reformation \ 
And, thereupon (without conftraint) intended 
To wait on God, where I had him offended ; 
That , if to fpare my life, vouchfafe he fhould, 
I might as truly ferve him as I could. 
By heeding both his A£lings , and our own ; 
And making thofe things unto others known , 
Which I fliould then obferve, might beft promote 
His honour ; and from being quite forgot, 
Keep that upon Record, (though to our (hame) 
Which might hereafter, glorifie his Name. 

During that Plague, not one night, all the while, 
Remov'd I thence, the diftance of one Mile, 
Or fhuned &\\\\&c per/on , place, or fight, 
Which, me, experimentally then might 
Acquaint with any thing, whereby to learn 
My Duty, or what would my work concern ; 
By which means, I found reafon to confefs 
(As Job in his probation did profefs) 
That, I, who heard of GOD, but by the ear. 
Before that time, then, faw him as it were ; 

And 
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And, had fome things , likewife, to me reveal'd 

Which were from many wifer men conceal'd ; 

So that I both forefaw, and then foretold 

What many thoufands did fulfil'd behold 

Soon after : yea, moreover, fome of them 

Who, many years, my Cautions did contemn, 

(And fcofft at my Predi£lions) juftifi'd 

That, which in times paft, they did much deride. 

But, in their old waies , moft men did proceed 

As if they took a very little heed. 

Of any thing, paft, prefent, or to come, (Doom. 

Which might preferve Peace, or prevent their 

What I theny«w, 2x^6. forefaw would befall, 
I did record, in that which I did call 
BRITANS REMEMBRANCER ; and have not 
Regardlefs, what tranfaSlions, here were feen (been 
During i!n.oiQ fourty years of Provocation, 
Wherein, GOD's Spirit , by this Generation 
Hath greeved been. Of that large Premonition, 
At leaft four thoufands at the firft Impreffion 
Were publifht through thefe Iflands, to prevent 
What feem'd at hand ; and, to the fame intent 
\xi fever al modes, at feveral times before 
This prefent day, five times as many more 
Premonitory hints , whereon enfue 
As mean effefts, except among thofe few 
For whofe fake i^next his Sons) GOD, yet hath pity 
On thefe three Nations, and on this great City, 
Though they have profecuted and oppreft 
Thofe, in whofe Weal their welfare doth confift. 

But, this comes not within the Creed of many 
Nor can be poffibly believ'd of any. 
Whom Pride, Self-love, and Ignorance bewitches 
Either with dotage upon Pleafures , Riches , 

A3 Or 
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Or Power exorbitant ; becaufe no Grace 
Can get admittance, where thofe fill the place, 
For, thefe, are part of thofe things where withall 
The Devil tempted Chrijl ; and they who fall 
By not refifting him in that temptation 
Are drawn, at laft, to yeeld him Adoration 
(Though peradventure they perceive it not) 
And, when he that advantage once hath got ; 
It is not in the power of any one 
To difpoffefs him, bud of GOD alone. 

Judgements and Mercies, in the common mode 
Move not without th' immediate hand of GOD, 
Or, fome impulfes extraordinary 
When from his Di£lates, wilfully they vary. 
The mofl Convincing Trutlis, make them but mad- 
They, to the wifejl Charmer like the Adder, (der; 
Still flop their ears ; and them he works upon 
No more, then if he Sung unto a Stone. 
This renders thefe more brutifh then a beaft 
By whom CHRIST is but formally profefl : 
For, Beajis will (hun the dangers that purfue them ; 
Meet thofe who feed them, when their meat they 

fhew them ; 
Know their />re/ervers , yea return them too. 
Requitals, in their kind , for what they do : 
Whereas befotted men, ev'n when they may 
Perceive themfelves beleagured ev'ry way 
With mifchiefs ; although plainly they may fee 
That their Endeavours unfuccesful be 
In fpight of all ^€ix policy ox power , 
And, God, Avengments threatning every hour 
By Prodegies , and by Events, that from 
No mortall hand, to crofs their hopes can come. 

They 
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They either look on them as cafualties, 

Or, them not to concern, in any wife : 

Then, with full failes, run head long on that Rock 

Which is in view ; at their good counfel mock. 

Who tell them lovingly , how to avoyd 

That, whereby, they fhall elfe be quite deflroyd, 

\lihty proceed ; or, caft an Anchor where, 

They, now in hope of Prefervation are : 

And, if thefe be not madmen, there are none 

In Bedlam, where we hear is many a one. 

Ev'n as a nice and wanton Appetite, 
Longs after Kick/haws, and takes more delight 
In difhes made up of they know not what, 
And not fo wholfome, as plain folid meat ; 
So, moft men, with ExpreJJions are beft pleas'd 
From whence, one fentence, hardly can be fqueas'd 
Which well confider'd, any way conduces 
To civil manners or to pious ufes, 
Though you fliould ftrain out all, that every word 
For Caution, or InJlru6lion, might aiiford. 
To all fuch true Phanaticks, this will feem. 
To be perhaps, of very fmall efteem, 
Becaufe, it fpeaks plain fenfe, and is not deckt 
And trim'd up with fuch gawds as they expeft. 
Yet this, & thofe ftrains which they much difpife, 
May be a means to make iome fools more wife. 
GOD promis'd to his fervants long ago , 
He would upon their Children fhed forth fo 
His Italy fpirit, in the later ages. 
That they fhould be infpired with prefages 
Of things to come ; and (to his Name be praife) 
This we have feen accomplifht in our dales. 
Strange Vifions have appear'd, Truths are foretold, 
By men and women too, both young and old, 

Which 
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Which (though to carnal men vain dreams they 

feem) 
With fuch as know God, they have more efteem, 
And will appear to be his Difpenfations ; 
As proper alfo, to thefe Generations, 
As thofe, which were difpenc'd, in ages paft, 
Unto the Jews at firft ; or , at the laft. 
When, as phanatik, and ridiculous. 
Their Prophets to them feem'd, as ours to us. 
For, oft by their Infpirer , they were moved 
To ^peak and All, what was by few approved ; 
Sometimes, to perfonate, what was abhord. 
Or feem'd not with good manners to accord, 
Ev'n in their Judgements, who appeared then 
The wifejl and the moft religious men ; 
Efpecially, when God impos'd on fome, 
Things to be fignal of what was to come. 
But, all his Yiifpenfations heretofore , 
And now in ufe (or whatfoever more. 
Shall be hereafter) fcarcely will fuffice 
To make us, in thefe doting ages wife. 

God, hath omitted nothing to recal us 
Or, to prevent that, v/hich may elfe befal us ; 
For every year , and upon each occajion 
That did occur (to caufe a perturbation 
Or breach into our Yeace ) he moved fome 
So zealous of our welfare to become, 
That they their own peace have oft hazarded, 
(And loft it too) by things endevoured 
For our avail ; yea, though their pains and coft, 
(As to themfelves) was likely to be loft 
Perfu'd their Aime, fometimes, by general 
Precautions, which did much concern us all ; 

And 
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And, otherwhile, by memorizing that 
Which in particular feem'd to relate 
To Perfons or to Places , as it beft 
Might bring advance to fublick Interejl : 
Forewarnings have by GOD vouchfafed been 
To you by others (as they caufe have feen) 
Who feem'd to come with more authority 
And trufted with Credentials, whereof, I 
Unworthy am ; But; whatfoever they 
Or I appear, that, which I have for you 
Prepared by Gods help, I offer now. 
In hope, it will be heeded fomewhat more 
Then that, which hath been tendred heretofore. 

'Y\\\s year \C\^ former Judgements GOD repeats, 
And, once again, yo\xx Jinful City threats 
With Pejlilence. He, over us doth fhake 
A dreadful Rod, wherein I notice take 
Of three fharp twiggs ; and he above knows whe- 
They fhall be fingly felt or all together , (ther 

Becaufe, he onely knows what will be done 
To ftay that, which already is begun , 
And keep out thofe two, which your City threat. 
But, have not yet got entrance through the gate. 
London, I fear, unlefs thou take more heed 
In what Courfe thou hereafter doft proceed 
(Although that God's Long-fuffering towards thee 
Continues yet) at once, with all the three 
Thou fhalt be fcourg'd : for mockt, GOD will not 
I am refolved therefore, whatfoever (be. 

May be the Confequent of my endeaver, 
Now to proceed in what he moves me to, 
And, I in duty am oblig'd to do ; 
Becaufe, though my Good will you fhould abufe. 
Your faults, my negligence would not excufe, 

B Who 
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Who, look for my reward (if any due) 

From him, whofe work I do, and not from you. 

My firft Memorials, in their Title page 
Hold forth an Emblematical pre/age , 
Befides much thereby verbally expreft 
(Relating to ^'s. plague which doth infeft 
Your City now) which worth the obfervation 
May be, in every fuch like Vifitation, 
And might have had, if heeded; good effefts 
(Which have been loft by manifold neglefls) 
And ftill may, were things better thought upon 
Which thereby, are advifed to be done. 
But here, to adde that, will fpend too much time, 
And therefore , I referring you to them. 
That, now will profecute, which more then Reafon 
Perfwadeth me, is at this day in feafon. 

Your City, I have lov'd and honored. 
And, no lefs now, then heretofore I did. 
For, GOD hath made it, the moft honour'd place 
That is within thefe IJles, or ever was ; 
He hath inrolled , and renown'd her Name 
Among the Cities of the greatefh Fame, 
That either are, or were below the ^un 
Since men to dwell in Cities firft begun. 
Large Yledges, he upon her hath beftown 
Of his efpecial Love; fome favour fhown 
Vouchfaf'd to few of them ; and fuch a meafure 
Hath ftored up in her, of his hid treafure. 
And intermixt, from time to time, fo often 
Mercies and judgements, hardned hearts to foften; 
So in Long-fuffering, alfo doth perfevere ver) 

(Though we are at this day, grown worfe then e- 
That I perceive in her a Seed and Root, 
Which to his Glory fliall bring forth good Fruit 

In 
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In his due time ; and this inclineth me 

To fend thefe Memorandums now to thee, 

Intending in thy Sicknefs , here to ftay 

Once more, when thy falfe-lovers fly away ; 

And in, or near, thy borders, to remain 

Till GOD reftores thee unto health again ; 

Or, till by being quite deferted here, 

I fhall be forc'd to feek my bread elfewhere ; 

Of which I dreadlefs am . For, I depend 

Upon that powerful, and moft faithful friend 

Who hath preferved me often fmce my birth, 

Fromworfe things then War, Pejlilence , & Dearth. 

Phyfitians, and all elfe, who ere they are 
That, of Sick perfons undertake the care. 
Do challenge, and ought alfo to affume 
(Though them, it may be it will misbecome 
At other times ) a freedom to fpeak fo 
And, and as occafion moves them thereunto. 
To aft what's pertinent to their difeafe 
In way of Cure , although it may difpleafe. 
I may, and do, as juftly challenge now 
(Since neighbour like I mean to watch with you) 
Like Liberty ; and will be bold to tell 
That which I know will help to make you well. 
Although, therewith difpleas'd, you froward be, 
Harfh words for my good will return to me. 
And rage like thofe, who feem to loofe their wits 
When they are in their Pejiilentialfits : 
For, I Ihall fober be, though fomewhat fad, 
To fee thofe, whom I would keep tame grow mad. 
And you I hope, what ere fhall now be faid 
Will patient be, when well my words are weigh'd. 

Confider well (for now high time it is. 
That you and all men fhould confider this) 

B 2 I 
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I fay, confider how you have improved 
GOD's Mercy fince his Judgments were removed; 
How, that provoking fmfulnefs abates, 
And that Abhomination which God hates •, 
Nay well confider if it be not more 
Abhominable, then it was before. 
I fear it much, and ev'ry day this fear 
Increafeth by what I do fee and hear ; 
For, fince I knew the world (which I have known 
And heeded, till an old man I am grown) 
I never heard this Nation fo defam'd 
As now of late ; and fins not to be nam'd 
By modeft men, with fo much impudence 
So often a6led with fo little fence 
Of manhood, nor with fuch impunity 
By perfons of no vulgar quality. 
. Both old and young men, high, low, rich and poor. 
Out afted have tranfgreffors heretofore ; 
Children are left fo loofe to fpeak and do 
What their corruption doth incline them to, 
(And ill example teach) that if their courfe 
Continue long, we fliall at laft grow worfe 
Then Sodom and Gomorrah ; which GOD knows 
I do not mention (as fome may fuppofe^ 
To fcandalize this City or this Nation 
But to provoke them to a Reformatioji. 

To that intent , (fo far forth as it fhall 
Concern this City) fpeedily let all 
Who are in power, with prudence and in love 
The ftrength of their Authority improve 
Them to indulge and keep from violence, 
Whofe converfations are without offence; 
And, by their executing of the Law 
In purity, ftrive to keep thofe in awe 

Who 
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Who either (hall malitioufly tranfgrefs 

(By an infringment of At publick peace) 

Or wilfully commit , abet or teach 

What, of the Moral Law may be a breach. 

That nothing may by you be done unto 

Another, which you would not have him do 

To you, if in his cafe ; fearch what you find, 

That may on you be charged, in that kind. 

And heartily repent it. That, moreover 

You may faults, which will elfe lye hid, difcover ; 

Confider, whether you have not with gladnefs 

Infulted over men oppreft with fadnefs, 

Afflictions heaped up, upon Affliftions, 

Or, added Cruelty to due corrections. 

By feeking more to fatisfie your Luft, 

Or Vengeance, then to execute what's juft 

For ]ujlicefake ; or elfe, to pleafe their Foes, 

Condemned Innocents, their lives to lofe. 

Your waies examine, & fearch out what crimes 
You have of late, more then in former times 
Been guilty of : As, whether you have been 
Or not, defiled with that fcarlet fin. 
Which in times paft your City did abhor, 
As being a peculiar heretofore 
Of that Malignant City, where the Whore 
Beflirides the Beajl : be heedful alfo, whether 
It be not partly, or elfe altogether 
His work , to be in cruelties delighted ; 
To fee meek, honeft, harmlefs men difpighted 
For Confcience fake ; inhumanly exil'd 
Husbands from wives, the parent from the child 
Imprifon'd to the loofmg of their lives 
Their little Children, their beloved Wives, 
And their whole Families expos'd thereby 

B 3 To 
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To that unfpeakable extremity 
Of wants and fufferings, which no flefh and blood 
Can bear, without immediate help from GOD. 
Whofe will is thereby wilfully withftood. 
And why all this ? not for tranfgreffmg Laws 
Of GOD or Nature, but alone, becaufe 
Thefe could not condifcend the world to pleafe 
By an infringment of their confciences. 

Heed what this may deferve , if you defire 
To flop the Plague begun ; left elfe the fire 
Which may be kindled in your habitations. 
Do quite confume them ev'n to their foundations. 
For, GOD, of his Prerogatives is Jealous 
To vindicate all thofe he will be zealous 
Who fuffer for his fake, although perchance 
They may be blamable through Ignorance, 
Or other, humane frailties ; for where he 
Sees Faith and Love, their fms he will not fee. 
As for their Perfecutors, though he may 
His juft Avengments, for a while delay. 
The patience of his people he doth mind, 
And, they who fhew no mercy, none fliall find. 

Examine, whether fmce you made your peace 
With GOD, the renovation and increafe 
Of wilful fins deferved not renewing 
Of Plagues removed , and of worfe enfuing. 
It is not without caufe, that God now hath 
Such complicated Judgements, in his wrath 
On thee and thine inflifted, when grown great 
In hopes, thou thoughtft thy happinefs compleat : 
Nor is it hidden from thee altogether 
For what fin, GOD fends this, or that plague hither. 
In truth, all Plagues are due unto each fin 
When with Impenitence, perfifled in. 

Yet, 
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Yet, frequently the ROD's wherewith we are 

Correfted, fhew forth in Particuler 

What we offended in. For Superjlition 

Was Gideons Family brought to perdition ; 

King Davids pride, made manifeft in him 

By numbring of the people) brought on them 

A Pejlilence : GOD vifited the earth 

For wilful breach of Covenants, with Dearth ; 

And (as to Zedikiak and to Saul 

It did for that provoking fin befal ) 

The chief offenders and their Children too, 

Stand liable to death for finning fo. 

OppreJJion, Cruelty and Idolizing 

The Creature (or things of our own devifmg) 

Have been chaftiz'd with, fervitude dind fear, 

And, when Will-worfhipings impofed are 

On others, with inhumane violence, 

Injuftice afled with fuch impudence 

As Jezabels and Ahabs, rarely fhall 

Such, fcape from that, which did to them befal. 

But, when that Hipocrites, by lying hid 

As Annanias and Saphira did, 

(Till GOD difcover'd them) may poffibly 

Obfcure the grouth of Infant Piety ; 

When they , who Truths foundations overthrow. 

When, her malitious perfecutors, grow 

So mighty, that the Saints unable are 

To calm them, or their furious rage to bear ; 

Or, when Prophanefs and Abhominations 

Like Sodoms, wholly, hath corrupted Nations 

Or Cities, till there fhall appear in men 

Nor will nax power, them to reclaim agen ; 

GOD, in fuch cafes, to himfelf alone 

Affumes the punnifliing of what's mifdone 

And 
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And very frequently doth punifh too, 
In fuch a mode as mortals cannot do : 
Sometimes, by Sudden Death, when they are in 
Their Jollity, or in the A61 of fm ; 
Sometimes, hy fickneffes that long endure, 
Whereof no man can find the Zaufe or Qure; 
Sometimes, by that, which (till their provocation 
Of GOD ) had been a means ol prefervation ; 
Sometimes, they of their lives have been bereaven 
By Lightning, or by Thunderbolts from Heaven ; 
And, otherwhile (ftruck with difpairefiil fears) 
Are made to be S>elf-Executioners. 

This gives a Hint of that which more affords 
Then fully is expreffed by my words 
To make it plain ; but either thou, no doubt 
Or, fome for thee, will fearch and find it out ; 
Or, by the the fearching after it , difcern 
Somewhat, which thee as nerely will concern. 
Take heed of neighbours, and familiar friends, 
Who fawn upon thee for their own bafe ends. 
And love thee not, (though they refpeft profefs 
By many fhews of hearty friendUnefs) 
For, fome of them, already caufe have bin 
Of adding much both to thy Plagues sitid Jin. 
But, fpecially, of thine owjtfelftake heed 
For, thence thy greateft dangers will proceed. 
Confider therefore , by thy felf alone, 
What thou omitted haft, and what mifdone ; 
Whether thy folly , falfehood, ficklenefs, 
Apoftacy from what thou didft profefs. 
Falling from thy Firfi Love, by mif-advice.; 
Thy Luxury , thy fordid Avarice, 
Or, fome vain hopes, deferv'd not deprivation 
Of that, whereof, thou hadft an expeftation ; 

Heed, 
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Heed, whether, to have cured, or prevented 
One Ylague, thy felf thou haft not complemented 
Into a fcore ; (at leaft, to ftop one curfe, 
Indanger'd drawing on thee many worfe.) 
Obferve, if ever Beggery and Yride ; 
Did both together , upon one horfe ride 
So frequently as now , through every ftreet, 
Or walk fo often on the felf-fame feet ; 
And, whether mifchiefs which at prefent fall 
On fome , will not at laft extend to all. 
Mind well what thou art doing ; what is done ; 
What is defigned, but not yet begun ; (ded ; 

For what thou both with words and /words ha.tt. plea- 
What, thou haft moft affe£led, or moft dreaded. 
What thereon follow'd , or might have fucceeded ; 
What faftions thou haft favor'd , and what ftill 
Wouldft favour, were thy power like thy will. 

London, if ferioufly thou ponderft this 
Thou wilt perceive that what fucceeds amifs 
Flowes chiefly from thy felf ; and how can thofe 
Be friends to any who are their own foes .■' 
Thy Chiefs , care not how others they inflave , 
So , they themfelves from fervitude may fave , 
Yet , thefe in fine, by that which doth befal 
Become to be the bafeft flaves of all , 
Ev'n Bondflaves to their Lufls , and to the Devil 
By getting an habitual love of evil. 
They hunt for honour, but , 'Ca.€\x fiery Title 
Will adde to them, lefs honour then a little. 
They covet to be rich ; but wealth fhall.more 
Increafe thofe wants and Lufls , that make them 

(poor. 
In Yolicy and Vowre , their truft is plac't 
Yet, they become difpifed fools at laft. 

C Yea, 
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Yea, we have feen thofe whom wealth, wit, and 
Supported, fink down breathlefs in one hour, {powre 
That, we may know, there is an unfeen hand 
Which oft ftrikes thofe, who without fear, may 
Of humane Jujlice, and beyond the reach ((land 
Of Mortals : That, therefore, which this may teach 
Let all thofe heed, who, yet much heed it not : 
And, let them (by whom this is oft forgot) 
Remember ther's an all beholding eie, 
Which ev'ry fecret purpofe can efpie ; 
And, Angels alwaies ready at command, 
To execute what 'oa powre can withftand ; 
And fuch, as will for no bribe or refpedl, 
The profecution of their charge neglefl. 

Let likewife, thofe who moft oppreffed are 
Be taught hereby , ftill patiently to bear 
The Q.rofs impos'd for trial of their Faith : 
(What ever, their oppreffor doth or faith ) 
\x\. perjeverance, let them ftill attend 
On GOD with meeknefs, till their Trials end. 
And leave all Carnal weapons, to their ufe 
Who, muft be ruined by their abufe. 
I do prefume, among you many are 
Who, to this wholefome Principle adhere, 
And, that if into praflife carried on 
It fhall both fuperfede the Plague begun 
And ev'ry other feared Plague prevent 
If timely they their other fins repent. 
For GOD, will winck at many faults in thofe 
Who love, and leave Revenge to his difpofe ; 
Yea, oftentimes experience we have had (bad, 

That, worfe it makes things which before were 
When through impatience we in our own mode. 
Attempt to do, what muft be done by GCD. 

Or, 
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Or, our fuffering fliall prolong (at left) 
By OMt felf-a£lings, when we do our beft. 

This Yejiilence, which now is brought in hither, 
I am aflur'd , proceeds not altogether 
From Caufes meerly natural, but comes 
To execute GOD's juft deferved Dooms, 
From his immediate hand ; and will therefore, 
Thofe Medcines need, which muft do fomewhat 
To cure, or ftay it from proceeding on, ( more 

Then can be, by joint Art and Nature done. 
If you defire a Soveraign Antidote 
The beft I know (if you negleft it not) 
Is metaphorically call'd Herb-grace, 
And will be very ufeful in this cafe ; 
Some, term it Rue, becaufe twill not begin 
To operate, until we Rue our Jin. 
Take Rue and Reafons then , which fignifie 
Repentance and Difcretion ; Thefe apply 
As you find caufe ; which, if you do, and Fajl 
From things that were offenfive in times paft, 
Keep from thenceforth a conftant wholefome diet. 
And in your hearts endeavour to be quiet. 
My life for yours, GOD will your Souls deliver 
From ev'ry hurtful arrow in his quiver. 
Nor this , nor any Vlague fliall you anoy, 
Although as to th.eflejk , it fliould deftroy ; 
For, that can adde to mans lofs or grief 
VVhofe expeftation is a better life. 

GOD, to this Vejiilence hath joyned War, 
And Famine, feems not from us to be far ; 
Which, if it now fhall come will make the trouble 
We feel already, to be more then double, 
Becaufe, our fellow feeling is no more (poor. 

Of what they fuffer, whome thefe times make 

C 2 For, 
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For, fuch are our deportments, as if neither 
Sword, Pejlilence and Dearth, put altogether 
Were no more , but an Army which did ftand 
Arayed, to be at our own command, 
To execute our pleafures upon thofe, 
(Although our friends) whom we repute our foes. 
And therefore, have rejoyced when they feiz'd 
On them, with whom we highly were difpleas'd. 
When, unto us, ill grounded hopes appear 
Whereby, of Mercies we prefuming are ; 
We are frollick, as if GOD did fee 
Our grofs Hypocrijies, no more then we. 
But, let men heed well whether, to acquire 
The Sequels which they naturally defire 
Is to infult when GOD correfts their foes, 
Or, cenfure his Intents concerning thofe 
Whom he Afflifts ; as if for wrong to titem 
It rather were, then for offending him : 
Or, as if fins to others onely known. 
Were more confiderable then their own. 

There is obferv'd, much Arragance 3.n& folly 
In fome of thy Relations ; from which wholly 
Thou for the time paft, canft not cleared be ; 
Therefore to keep from future fcandal free , 
And alfo, for thy Credits reputation 
Take thefe Memento's to confideration. 
Confider, if it fober men befits 
To fing with Jollity about the flireets 
Vain Triumph-Songs, when war is but begun 
As when a final Vi£lory is won; 
Since tis well known, that many who at firfl: 
Have thrived befl:, at laft have thrived worfl: ; 
And, that GOD juftly fuffereth fometime, 
(For Caufes which are onely known to him) 

Thofe 
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Thofe, more then once, before their foes to fall, 
Whofe Qanfe he beft approveth ; and who fhall 
Be conquerors at laft : and that, where guilt 
Is equal, he lets blood be often fpilt. 
And war prolongs, or maketh peace twixt them 
Who difagree,. as they make peace with him. 
Therefore, when you are underneath the Rod, 
Remember, you are in the hands of GOD. (cefs, 
When he hath crown'd your hopes with good fuc- 
Demean your felves with Chriftian Lowlinefs : 
For, when his Mercies much inlarged are. 
He doth expefl a )oyi\A filial fear : 
This, labour to preferve , left elfe, the lack 
Thereof, may bring reverfed Judgments back. 

Confider, whether Ships, Arms, men and horfe, 
With policy united unto Force, 
Can profper to th'advancement of their end. 
Who, upon thofe things, or themfelves depend : 
Who, all their oppofites as much difpife 
As if their Armies were but Gnats and Flies, 
Think to fubdue them with jeers, mocks & taunts. 
Puff up each other, with braggs, fhamelefs vaunts. 
And lies devifed by their foolifh makers 
To keep from fainting Cowardly Partakers, 
Whofe Confciences accufmg them of guilt, 
( Becaufe, their hopefulft Refuges are built 
On Quickfands) they become heart-fick with fear. 
As oft as any evil News they hear ; 
And, on each flight Report of good fuccefs, 
Infteed of pious and meek thankfulnefs, 
Run to the Taverns (which are much more free 
To all, then pious Meeting places be ) 
There, heathen like, nay rather more uncivil. 
Offer up Drink Oblations to the Devil 

C 3 And, 
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And, to chear up each others drooping Souls 
Sing fongs between their glaffes and their bowls ; 
Or intermix Reports of what was won 
Or loft, though that was never faid or done. 

Such Sacrificers, may find fome effe6l 
In part, according to what they expe6l, 
But neither for their Faith or Righteoufnefs ; 
Nor will our hopes, longlafting be, unlefs 
Ufe , of the Common means for our defence. 
Be San6lified by true confidence 
In GOD , and we with his known will comply, 
Bearing what ere betides us patiently ; 
Improve each Favour and Deliverance, 
To fomewhat which his Glory may advance ; 
And whereby, they who are oppreft and grieved 
May fome way charitably be relieved : 
For, it is no befeeming Thank-Oblation 
For Mercies, when a City or a Nation 
Shall Solemnize it with but little elfe. 
Save Gunfhot, Bonfires, Jangling of the Bells, 
Or, making others of their Joys partakers, 
Onely, in fmoke and ftinck, of Squibs & Crackers ; 
Or gathering rude throngs of men and boys, 
To make about thofe flames a barbrous noife. 
Which muft be fed with fewel forc'd from fome 
Who had none left to make a fire at home ; 
Then drink lualtlis to each other in the ftreet 
Untill they cannot ftand upon their feet, 
Or elfe loofe their own healths : what thus to do 
Can wife men think it will amount unto 
But meer difpight of GOD, contempt of grace, 
And, throwing (as it were) durt in his face 
For, Benefits receiv'd ; though they make Ihew 
As if they had return'd him all his due, 

When 
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Wlien, they but pleafe themfelves, by doing that 
Whereby they fing their own Magnificat f 
What can be deemed a juft recompence 
For fuch ingratitude, for an offence 
So foul, fo capital, but that infteed 
Of future BkJJings, Cur/es fhould fucceed ? 
London , heed this, and if thou wittingly 
Of fuch Prophanefs and impiety 
Art guilty now, or hafl been heretofore, 
Repent it, and henceforth, do fo no more. 
But, herein, fome will more concerned be 
Then thou art, yet, I mention this to thee 
With fome hope, that, they will the lefs contem 
What's written here, becaufe, not writ to them. 
Much more I have to adde , which I forbear 
Left, I by adding more then thou canft bear 
With patience, may deftroy what I defign 
For this whole Nations welfare and for thine. 
By fo difpleafing thee, with what I write 
That, thou flight all whereto, I thee invite : 
For, though Xhyjlattrers make thee to believe. 
Thou art in better cafe, then I conceive. 
Thy beji friends know, that thine own provocati- 
Imprudency in fome of thy Relations, (ons, 

(Ev'n of thy Watchmen) who fhould cures provide 
For thy diftempers, are fo giddifi'd, 
And, that their Eies, their Ears , yea and their brains 
(With every faculty which appertains 
To thy weal) are obftru£led fo, by fumings 
From their Self-feekings, & their, high prefumings, 
That thou art, by what thefe in thee have wrought 
Into an dangerous Confumption brought ; 
For, thy decay of Trade, much hath increaft 
Their Poverty who thereby are diftreft : 

Thy 
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Thy hands and feet whofe labour heretofore 

Supplyd thy wants, now, can do little more, 

Becaufe, thy ableft members, by whom thefe 

Employd have been, partake of their difeafe : 

And, fuch Confufions daily do begin 

To multiply, and farther to break in. 

That, I am at a ftand, what more to fay 

Or, what on thy behalf, I ought to pray. 

Yet, one Expedient , I now think upon 

Whereby, it may be, fomewhat will be done 

For they availe, if thou fhalt not omit 

(As GOD inables) to endeavour it. 

And therefore, let that which I next exprefs 

Be read, and minded with due heedfulnefs. 

In thee, are at this day, the chief Well-fprings, 

Of all thofe good, and of thofe evil things 

Which throughout thefe three Nations are difperft ; 

And of the Later , were the Stream reverft 

Or dam'd up at the Fountain ; and, the_/?;y? 

Set freely open here, it would become 

A Rivolet of Waters, flowing ffom 

That River, which through New-Jrrufalem 

His Currant hath , ftill iffuing out of him 

Who, of thofe Living waters is the head 

Which through all Nations will at laft be fpread. 

And London, three times happy, fhalt thou be 

If this Blejl Fountain may break forth in thee. 

To fweeten ev'ry Cijlern in thefe Lands, 

Which now, brimful of ftincking water ftands. 

And breed all thefe InfeSlions in our Clime, 

Which are fo baneful to us, at this time. 

There is a poiTibility of this 

If we our parts do, as GOD hath done his ; 

Or, 
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Or, but endeavour to co operate 

With him, as he enables us, in that 

Which he requires (thereto vouchfaving ftill 

Affiftance to our deeds, and to our will.) 

By this Compliance, that New Heaven and eartk 

Which is expedted, would ere long come forth ; 

And Righteoufnefs , then from thy habitations 

As amply flow out, thorow all thefe Nations 

As wickednefs doth now ; or heretofore 

It did, when ill examples made it more. 

This Change, more happinefs would hither bring 
Then, when in triumph thou broughtft in the King, 
And of rejoicing, give more caufe by much. 
Then we fhall have when we do beat the Dutch, 
And are from dread of that delivered too, 
Which fome fufpeft the French intend to do ; 
Yea, and from what, more dangers threats then 

( either 
Of thofe two fmgly, or both joyn'd together : 
Ev'n from thofe, which are poffible to come 
From FaBioufnefs, and Male contents at home. 
But this Joy will encreafe, and all our fears 
Abate, when men do more incline their ears 
To what's proclaimed by thofe Trumpeters 
Whom GOD referved, to make proclamation 
Of that, which moft concerns this Generation ; 
And, when the Influences of GOD's graces 
"By fupreme perfons, and hy powerful places 
Shall not obftru6led be, as we have feen 
Of late, and as they very long have been, 
By Antickriflian wiles ; and thofe through whom 
They are mote dangerous to us become, 
Becaufe their formal piety makes fhowes 
To be for him, whom, chiefly they oppofe. 

D T/wu 
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Thou art abufed by mifinformations. 
Not thou alone, but likewife thefe three Nations 
By thofe Mintmajlers of untruths and lies, 
Who cheat the whole world with fallacies, 
Yea , much dif-ferviced, difhonor'd too. 
Is he, to whom, they yet pretend to do 
Good fervices ; and they by their Deceits, 
Have him reduced unto may Streights 
Which will deftroy him, ere he is aware, 
Unlefs, GOD fliall unfnarle him from their fnare ; . 
And, in what misbefals , thou wilt have fhare. 
To take my counfel, then, think it no fhame, 
(Although, a poorer man then he I am 
Who fav'd a City ; for, a Moufe may gnaw 
That fnare afunder, which, nor Lions paw 
Nor teeth can break. Go, quickly, quickly lay 
Your Skarlet Gowns, and your gold chains away; 
Faft, watch and pray ; do as King David did ; 
(When he th.Q pejiilential Angeli'piid^) 
Of fomewhat, unto GOD an offring make 
Which is thine own ; that he a gift may take 
Made acceptable, by, and in his fon, 
To ftay the Plague, which newly is begun. 
Shut up your felves awhile, and throw afide 
Y onr faSlioufnefs, your malice and y owe pride; 
Lujl, Avarice, and them with ev'ry Sinn 
Whereby the wrath of God provok'd hath been. 
Fall down before his feet with humblenefs , 
Your mi/deeds, with tme penitence confefs, 
Efpecially, thofe crying Jins, whereby 
You often have infenft his Majefty. 
Among which, no crime can offend him more 
Then when you fliall (as Cain did heretofore) 

Deftroy 
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Deftroy your bretheren , becaufe, to GOD 

They dare not facrifice in fuch a mode , 

As they believe he neither doth command 

Nor takes, with good acceptance, from their hand. 

Your Priviledges , they do not invade 

By violence ; but, lovingly perfwade 

To what they do believe, promoteth beft 

Gods glory, and the Publick Interejl. 

Be thou as charitable unto them ; 

Leave that to God alone, which unto him 

Alone belongs ; when he into the Land 

Hath caft Vis feed, permit the Crop to ftand 

Till harveft ; pluck not that away. 

Which looks like wheat, though it may prove but 

But, weed out that alone, which ev'ry one {Ray 

Knows hurtful to the Corn, and will be none. 

Thus, having way prepar'd to make your peace, 

With GOD, in Faith and Love emplore his Grace. 

This being done ; the next work, which to do 
Thou art, as I believe, oblig'd unto, 
Is to improve the powre thou haft in him 
Who over all thefe Iflands \sfupream, 
And with whom, thou doft in more favour ftand 
Then any other City of this Land. 
Whilfl: his efteem of thee, doth feem to laft 
(And ere fit opportunities are paft) 
Unto his Royal Throne make thy Addrefs, 
Emplore him , with deliberate advice, 
To hear and heed that, without prejudice 
Which may in feafon, offred be by them 
Who fear God, and both love and honour him. 
With an intent to ferve him faithfully. 
Without felfends in ev'ry thing, whereby 

D 2 Their 
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Their fervices fhall really confift 

With GOD's, with his, and with their Interejl, 

For whofe fake, he originally gave 

All thofe Prerogatives that Princes have. 

For, though men fo unbiaffed, may dare 

To fpeak fome Trtitks which all men cannot bear, 

(When caufe requires) they will with moderation 

So heed what tendeth to the prefervation 

Oi common peace, and of the dignity 

Belonging to his royal Majejly, 

(Whom God hath honor'd by reftoring him 

Unto his Predecejfors Diadem) 

That, neither he, nor they , nor /, v^or you. 

Shall have caufe, to diflike what will enfue. 

If you believe this, and endeavour fo 
To profecute it, as you, may yet do. 
Who knov/s, what he, who hath the hearts of Kings 
(And the difpofmg of all other things 
Within his powre) will do, although this may 
Propofed feem, in a difpifed way. 
Tis an adventer, which though partly loft 
Will bring in fome return, that's worth the coft : 
And thofe ftretghts (if well heeded) wherein Jie 
This Qity , and all thefe three Kindoms be 
Adventrers needs, and fomewhat to be done 
Whereof, no likelihood is yet begun. 

For, that which muft draw order from confufwns. 
To our DeJlraSlions, timely, put conclufions. 
And, fo, divine and civil pow'rs unite 
That, neither, may infring each other right, 
Efife6led cannot be, by hauty words. 
By Policy , or temporary pivords , 
Nor by that Formal SanSlity with which 
The Grand Impojlors of this world bewitch 

Deluded 
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Deluded fouls (that all things may become 

Subje6led to their Arbitarry Doome ) 

But by fuch Injiruments and by fuch waies. 

As thofe, by which Q,hrift did begin to raife 

His Kingdom at the firft ; and by which here 

It fhall continue untill he appear 

With that powre, which (hall batter & beat down. 

More Idol Temples then were overthrown. 

Since his firft coming ; and, root out all thofe 

Idolatries , which out of them arofe ; 

Together with the Thrones of all thofe Kings, 

That are partakers in fuch worjhippings , 

And made drunk with her Qup who rides the 

The Subjefts of his Kingdom, have oppreft, (Beaft ; 

And fhall opprefs them ■\si\\}a.ovi\. penitence. 

For provocations , by that great offence. 

More might be faid, but, this fhall now fuffice ; 

" GOD make us all unto falvation wife, 

" Preferve us in his love, fo knit together 

" That we in his love may preferve each other ; 

And, that all we can think, ox fay, or do 

May now, and in the clofe, conduce unto 

The glorifying of his holy Name 

Though to our felves, it may occafion fhame. 

Amen. 
D 3 A 
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A further Ingagement. 

MAny years after that Grand Pejlilence, in 
1625 , during which I wrote my Book 
called BRITANS REMEMBRANCER, 
and after publication thereof ; fome eminent 
perfons , having refpeft thereunto ; endeavou- 
red of their own accord, (without my feeking) 
that the Office of their Qity Remembrancer, then 
void, might have been conferred upon me ; which 
motion, though it took not effeft, was by me as 
thankfully taken as it was by them lovingly in- 
tended. Had it been fuccefsful, I fhould then 
perhaps have been more obliged upon outward 
confiderations, then I am now, to continue my 
abode here during this Vijitation, then I was in that 
aforementioned. Neverthelefs , I yet refolve to 
partake with this City in GOD's difpenfation, at 
this time alfo, unlefs I fhall be conftrained by 
Neceffity, to feek place of abode, and means of 
fubfiflance elfewhere. 

Yet, I have little external incouragement 
thereto ; for, to mee, it appears by many Sym- 
toms, that fome here , are malitioufly affefted 
towards me, (who have no difaffeftion to any 
perfon, as appears in particular, by their declaring 
already, that my houfe is infefled with the Pejli- 
lence and Shut up ; whereas ( God be praifed ) 
not fo much as one hath been there fick of any 

difeafe , 
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difeafe, fince that Plague laft begun ; nor is it, to 
my knowledge , near my habitation. What was 
defigned by the publifhers of that Report, I can- 
not imagine, unlefs it were becaufe, they know- 
ing, I had no means of liveh"hood left ( fave 
what was fupplied by the Charity of my Chri- 
ftian friends onely ) they hoped, I being defer- 
ted of all , might be the fooner expofed to de- 
ftruftion ; as I hear fome are, whofe condition 
is more to be cofidered and pitied, if it be fo. 
But this troubles me not in refpeft of my felf ; 
For, GOD cannot be kept from me , who is 
my onely AU-fufficient Refuge and Proteftion : 
And if this Pejlilence , and Famine, alfo, Vifite 
my Dwelling, ( into which her S>ijler Poverty is 
already come) they fhall be welcome ; for, they 
are Angels of G O D , and it is better to fall into 
his hands , then into the hands of me7i. 

Written in June 
1665. 
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A 
Warning- Piece to London, 

Difcharged out of a Loophole in the Tower 
during the Authors Clofe imprifonment there. 

It was meditated upon the deplorable con- 
fuming of an eminent Citizen with his whole 
Family, in the night, by a fad and fuddain Fire, 
at the beginning of our moft Joyful Fejlival, in 
Decemb. 1662. 

The Author conceived, that it would better 
ftir up the hearts of fome, by being fung, then 
Read: Therefore, he compofed it in Lyrick 
Verfe, fitted to the Tune of the Lamentation, at 
the end of the fmging Pfalms, if the lafl Strain 
of that Tune fliall be repeated with the two laft 
lines in every Stanza. 

"\ 7"\ /"Ake London wake, Faft, watch, and pray, 

V V Well heed likewife this Warning-fong ; 
To eat and drink, rife up and play, 
Hath been thy daily pradtife long : 

Oh ! from henceforth, remember more, 
Thy Brethren, whom oppreffors grieve ; 
Refrefh the fick, relieve the poor ; 
For none without good works believe. 

If hardly fav'd the Righteous are 

Ah ! how fhall wilful finners fare ? 

2. The 
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2. The Rick man , heedlefly difcerns 
The near approaching day of wrath, 
To fill his Warehoufe and his Barnes, 
Is all the prefent care he hath. 

At large, he preparation makes 

For offerings to his Belly God, 

Till Jujiice an occafion takes 

To mixe thofe offrings with his blood ; 
When fools in folly mod delight, 
They, often, loofe their Souls that night. 

3. Our Love is cold, nigh ripe our fin, 

And, in their march, GOD's Judgments be ; 

At his own konfe they do begin ; 

Then, from them, who ftiall now be free ? 

To make us thereof take more heed, 
One houfe they fmgled out of late. 
And, in a hn^tjlame-colour'd weed, 
Upon the top thereof they fate 

And when to fleep they laid their heads, 

Confum'd her dwellers in their beds. 

4. Why fliould not each man to whofe ear 
This news was in the morning brought. 
Upon himfelf refleft with fear , 

Thus, thereon mufing , in his thought .' 
LORD, this unlook'd for ftroke of thine, 

Hath often been deferved by me ; 

This fad mifliap might have been mine 

This night, had it fo pleafed thee; 
But, (praifed be thy holy name) 
Here , yet alive , and fafe I am. 

5. Oh with what terrors, were they ftroke 
How fadly were they difcompos'd, 

To find themfelves when they awoke 
With mUmg fumes , ^nd flames inclos'd .' 

E It 
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It made their terror much the more, 

If to remembrance they did call 

What they had done, awhile before. 

And, what fo quickly did befal. 
More dreadful it appears to me , 
Then Dungeons, Racks, and Halters be. 

6. Thus will they fare, when his laft Dooine 
To pafs on finners, Chriji appears ; 

Thus, in a moment, he will come, 
When leaft the world his coming fears. 
Thus, whether then her heedlefs heart 
Is either fleeping or awake, 
Surprized with a fuddain ftart, 
They fhall with horrid terrors quake, 

When they behold with fad amaze. 

All things about them in a blaze. 

7. Unlefs my thoughts mifdiflate me, 
Kfecret Judgment, in this Aft, 
May doubtlefly difcerned be 

To fhew GOD's hand was in the fa6t. 

For , though his waies are in the dark, 
Forth from the Cloud, a flafhing breaks 
To fhew us, (if we fuch things mark) 
His purpofe, by the Courfe he takes. 

In darknefs he hath perfeft Light, 

And all mens deeds are in his fight. 

8. But, though this Judgment be fevere, 
Let not us who efcape it, ween 
Them, greater finners then we are ; 
But, judg what our deferts have been. 

Chriji doom'd not thofe whom Pilatjlew 
As more to blame, then other men, 
Though with their blood he did imbrew, 
That, which they facrifized then ; 

And 
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And of thofe perfons judg'd as well, 
On whom the Towre of Silo fell. 

9. Hereof, fmall fenfe have carnal men ; 
This, ioxfad news, at Noon they tell, 
Return unto their fms agen. 

And fleep next night at brink of liell : 

; That, which concerns their fafety mofl, 

As quickly flips out of their mind 

As letters written in the duft. 

Blown out with ev'ry puff of wind. 
Of others harms, how fenfelefs grown 
Are they ; who do not mind their own } 

10. This came to pafs within thy walls. 
That, thou mightfl thereof take good heed. 
Mind, who thereby upon thee calls. 

And think , what further may fucceed : 
It was not from thofe places far, 

Where much to be, thou doft delight , 

That thou fliouldft heed thy dealings there ; 

And, it befel there in the night, 

That, thou, a fl:ri6ler watch maift keep : 
For Sathan wakes, when men do fleep. 

1 1. Hereof, likewife, let heed be took. 
That, when thy heart was mofl fupine, 
This Judgment, in upon thee broke, 
Amidft thy Mujick, mirth and wine ; 

And, that, unlefs for fin thou mourn, 
Relieve and comfort men diftrefl. 
Thy Feajls, to Fajlings GOD will turn. 
And, fmite thee when thou fearft it leaft. 
When Sodom finned without fhame, 
Down thereon, Fire and Brimjlone came. 

12. The Drowned tvorld, was warn'd of old 
Of what would in fhort time befal , 

E 2 By 
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By Words and Doeeds it was foretold. 

Yet unregarded ftiU by alL 

They married and in marriage gave. 

Did eat and drink, as we do now, 

Did fo, the wrath of GOD outbrave. 

And, as we, liv'd they car'd not how : 
But, lo, when in leaft awe they ftood, 
Out break ^^ Deeps, in came the Flood 

13. Thou, LONDON, whofoe're doth weep, 
Doft, on thy Viol, play and frng ; 

Thy Children, daily revel keep, 
Ev'n when their PaJJing bells do ring. 
Themfelves on coftly Beds they ftreach, 
Regarding not how Jofeph fares ; 
To them, who of Repentaitce preach 
They liften , but with Adders ears. 

And, well he fpeeds, who Ihall be heard. 

If mi/chiefs be not his reward. 

14. In Jixteen kitndred ten and one, 
I, notice took oipublick Crimes, 
With mine own faults, I firft begun ; 
Obferv'd the Changes of tJie Times : 

And, what GOD had on me beftown 
Employed for the Common good ; 
Therein, I fought to find mine own. 
Which, was fo oft mifunderftood. 

That I, for being fo employd. 

Have been three times, nigh quite deftroyd. 

15. \n fixteen hundred twenty five. 
When thou w&rt fick, I watcht by thee; 
Then, did my Firfl Forewarning give, 
And, this perhaps, my lafl muft be. 

For, now, my Tools away are took, 
Some things half wrought, fome but begun ; 

Quite 



36 



to the City of London. 35 

Quite being rob'd of alll my ftock, 
Concludes my work , before tis done ; 

And that Flejh Ragg, by me yet worn, 

May foon drop off, or, off be torn. 

16. Here, I yet live, where, what me grieves, 
But few of thine, have heeded much ; 

Nor Mayors, Aldermen, or Sheriffs 

Or any noble, great or rich ; 
But, in Long-fuffrings being old, 

( If not relived by the poor ) 

^yjichte/s, hunger, or by cold 

Death had ere now, unlockt my door. 
Left thou as much neglected be, 
Think more on GOD, though lefs on me. 

17. My Publick warnings, are fuppreft, 
As once , was Jeremiahs Roll ; 
Which GOD, will when he fees it beft, 
Revive, with an inlarged Ski'oll : 

Meanwhile, hyjlifled mujings tir'd, 
The flames within me clofly pent, 
Like powder in Granadds iir'd, 
Do tear my heart, through want of vent. 

And crack my eartlun veffel m.ore 

Then all my/uffrings heretofore. 

18. Within thy Wejl and Eajlern ]ail. 
Now twice ten months confind I've lain. 
Denied both Relief, and Bail, 
Which Law allows, and Rogues obtain : 

To tell, what others did , or faid. 
Is thought in me a grand mifdeed, 
Though being of their harms afraid, 
I did but bid my friends take heed : 

If this be falls for words well ment. 

Woe to ill deeds, with ill intent. 

E 3 19. Alas ! 
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19. Alas ! how apt are we to fear, 
Or fancy danger, where is none ? 
Yet how unapt, how loth to hear , 
What may prevent a certain one ? 

Except propounded in their mode. 
Who, in their own conceit are wife, 
The Counfels both of Men and GOD 
They, either fruftrate, or difpife : 
Which being well weigh'd, is ^.Jigne, 
That, to deJlruSlion they decline. 

20. Seaven dales before the late fad night. 
Thy Praetor , feized in my hands 

What GOD inclined me to write, 
For timely warnings to tkefe Lands ; 

So, that, which to their weal conduc'd. 
Hath hitherto been fruitlefs made ; 
And , I more flriftly have been us'd, 
Though, I before, hard meafure had. 
But, GOD, by whom it was begun. 
Will gard me, till my work is done. 

21. No more feems now within my powre. 
But, down to lie, beneath my Lode, 
Attending my Redemption hour. 

With patient waiting on my GOD. 

Yet, there is hope, that Prayers may 
To what is feared ftoppage put ; 
And, fmce, to Heaven ther's open way, 
(Though from the world, I clofe am fhut) 

As lonas did (when in a Whale ; 

Qlafe prifoner kept) to God ile call. 

22. Corre6l us LORD, but not in wrath, 
Purge rather, what mifdone hath been. 
By any temporary Death , 

Then by corre6ling_/?« with yin, 
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For all the blood that hath been fpilt, 
Let us, who think our felves moft dear, 
In private , fearch out our own guilt, 
And, wherein elfe, we faulty are, 

That, by z. felf-condemning Doom, 

We may efcape the wrath to come. 
23. Preferve thy Church, Lord, blefs the King 
And, feeing thou haft him reftor'd, 
Him, out of all his troubles bring. 
And, make his will, with thine accord, 

That under his Proteftion here, 
We, mthoMtfadlion, hate or Jirife, 
(In all uprightnefs, without fear) 
May live a fanflified life , 

And, he indulge the Confcience tender. 

As beft becomes , the Faiths Defender. 



Thus, on what lately did befal , 
I fung my Mufings, to the wall, 
Which gave thereto , as much regard 
As moft will, when abroad tis heard : 
For, little have fuch lines as thefe, 
Which may a Carnal pallat pleafe. 
The wanton huggs a wanton ftrain. 
The mifer, that which treats of Gain ; 
Ambitious men give moft applaufe 
To that, which their. Ambition claws ; 
In lies and follies, fools delight , 
And, if this ever come to fight. 
It will by none, be relifti'd well 
Save thofe, with whom the Graces dwell. 

The more Precautions are in feafon, 
(The more agreeable to Reafon ) 

Their 
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Their Rage it will the more increafe , 
Who are inclined to opprefs ; 
And, if I die not in this place, 
It will be meerly of GOD's grace, 
To make it known, the Rage of man, 
Is bounded, do the word he can. 
Thefe Mujings , and fome other too , 
Efcap'd furprize, with much ado. 
And, that whereof I was bereft 
Me, for awhile in fadnefs left ; 
Yet, much more forrowful am grown 
For others fakes, then for mine own, 
Becaufe, the world fo misbefriends. 
What to her own well being tends. 

God, never any Ylace bereaves 
Oifaving means, till him it leaves ; 
Nor is their any man quite loft , 
Till he refifts the My Ghoji. 
He, helplefs leaves no willing one 
In afting what he would have done ; 
But, when to felfne/s, man adheres 
Then, as he worketh, fo he fares. 
GOD, gives firft motion to each wheel, 
In motion alfo , keeps it ftill , 
If he with him Compliance feel, 
Elfe let's it go which way it will. 
Thus he will do, and thus hath done, 
Ev'n ever fmce the world begun. 

That, men his works and mind might mark, 
He preach'd by Noah and his Ark, 
And, to prevent their threatned doom 
AUow'd them Jixcore years to come. 
That , Sodom timely might repent. 
He, Lot to be exemplar fent ; 
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When Balam mifaffefted was 
He made a Preacher of his Afs ; 
And by a Whale, he Jonas fent 
To bid the Ninevites repent, 
Who, more thereto inclined were 
Though heathens, then moft Chriftians are. 
What did to Ifraels weal belong. 
He gave by Mofes in afong, 
That, when Records could not be had ,- 
They , thereof mindful might be made. 
When their Tranfgreffions were nigh full, 
To Babel they were fent to fchool ; 
Since which time, they fbill grov/ing worfe 
(Till they incur'd Cains dreadful Curfe, 
For fhedding of their brothers blood, 
Who died zealous of their good ) 
Them, out oi their good laitd, GOD hurl'd,- 
To rovee like him about the world ; 
Depriv'd (y^ovf fixteen hundred years ) 
Of Prophets and Rer,iembrancers : 
And, in this mode, with ev'ry Nation 
God deals, €x& final Reprobation. 

L ORD ! from their wandrings call them home ; 
Into thy fold, back let tliem come. 
We got advantage by their fall 
Let it increafe by their Recall. 
Sime they, and we in eifry fin, 
Have Paralels, a long time been, 
Let our joint force, henceforth befpent 
To move each other to repent. 
That, they and we may in that Place, 
Become Partakers of thy Grace, 
Where Jews and Gentiles y%«// befaved, 
By our Redeemer, and thy David. 

F By 
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By wifer men, in times of old, 
Much was expreft, which I have told , 
And , they have both in Profe and Rimes , 
Forewarnings given in their times ; 
Declar'd in feafon, how GOD deals 
With wicked Realms and Common-weals. 
Our own Records likewife declare 
GOD's frequent difpenfations here ; 
How conftantly, avenging wrath 
In ev'ry Age purfued , hath 
The greateft Tyrants in their turns, 
Though fometimes, he their doom adjourns. 
But, that, no jufl excufe will be 
Either, to other men, or me, 
If we fliall negligently do 
What, GOD inclines our hearts unto , 
And may , now , or in future daies 
Advance mans welfare, zxi&praife . 
For, on us lieth Obligations, 
To bring forth in our Generations, 
What needful feems to be expreft ; 
In fuch a manner alfo dreft 
As beft that Ages temper fits 
In which we live , and beft begets 
A timely heed, in thofe to whome 
VVe ferviceable would become : 
Yea, we to them muft hand it too ; 
Elfe, lamely, we our duties do. 
Thus, I according to my powre 
Have done, and therefore kifs the Towre 
From whence, I fend this Waming-Jhot 
By Ammunition hardly got. 
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LONDON, as Mofes gave a/ong to be 
Ifraels MEMENTO, I give this to thee ; 
To (hew, that (though the world doth me deprive 
Of what was hers) I fomewhat have to give 
Which I by GOD's free grace, may call mine own, 
And, is not needlefly on thee beftown. 
But, e're fome change, the means thereof bereave. 
Now, both of Friends and Foes, lie take my leave ; 
Adue my Foes ; for often, by event, 
You did me good, though none to me you ment. 
To pray for you, I know, I am your debter, 
And, therefore fo I do ; GOD, make you better. 
And fo to mark and mind what he intends. 
That, we may in his Love, henceforth hz friends. 
My friends, farewel ; and no whit grieved be 
Though you fhould me no more in Babel fee, 
For, at the Holy Lambe, we fafe fhall meet, 
E're long, in Neiv Jerufalems high ftreet. 

Written in the 
Towre 1662. 



Tlie meek, and humble to advife 
I write ; but not to teach the wife. 
You muft not therefore, here expeSl, 
Such Strains as thefe times befl affeSl ; 
For , you may have enough of thofe 
By otiters writ , in verfe and profe. 
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SINGLE SACRIFICE, 

Humbly offred to Almighty GOD, by the 
Author during his lonely Confinement in the 
Towre, to mediate his gratious preventing the 
Dearth feared , and probably portended , by 
immoderate Rains in June and July , 1663. 

That lie with Tools might for this work befitted. 
His Jailer, and his Keeper, he outwitted ; 
For , tivas his greatejl fuffring , to be pent 
From means , to give fuch meditations vent. 

SIN, like the Ocean (but, not fo well bounded) 
Thefe IJlatids hath on ev'ry fide fijrronded, 
And, many Breaches, lately made it hath 
Which to the furious Tempefts of GOD's wrath 
Expofeth us (ev'n-quite throughout thefe Lands) 
So, that. Hills, Dales, and all in danger ftands. 
The Air , whofe cloudy brow, upon us lowrs, 
Diffolves it fslf, into deftrudtive fliowrs. 
To move us unto tears oi penitence 
By feeling that, whereof we have no fenfe. 
For, they, who are moft fenfible of fpoyl 
(by Rains or Droughts) of corn, and wine and oyl. 
Feel not in heart, the leaft remorce ior fin ; 
But, when they fnould bewail it, laugh and grin. 

They, 
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They, who are very froward, and repine 
If they loofe but their monky or 'dx&vc fwine, 
(And, fometimes vex them felves till they are fick, 
For loffes, not amounting to a Chick ) 
And can with many bitter tears, bemone 
^xra!^ fuffrhigs , for their greateft fins Ibed none. 

In mine own perfon, I much need not fear 
Such temporary Plagues, as threatned are 
By Rain or Winds, by cold, or fcortching wether, 
By fuddain floods, or fires ; for, I have neither 
Eflate to lofe, nor hope of getting ought 
Which, by fuch things, may be in hazard brought ; 
And, am at prefent , v/ith my daily bread, 
By his own hand, miraculoufly fed, 
V/hofe All-fufficiency, fhould me fuftain 
Though all the world were to be drown'd again. 
External things, are little pertinent 
To my chief fafety , or my beft content : 
For, fhould a Famine ; me of life bereave 
Death would be more advantage then to live 
A hfe like mine ; and as I have been us'd, 
A fpeedy death, is rather to be chus'd. 
Yet, whilft, I may be ferviceable made 
To him, from whom, this life at firft I had, 
I am content to live till it expires , 
Although it were in Jlormes, in floods o'c fires ; 
And, likewife, am fo fenfible of that 
Which to the Common welfare doth relate, 
That up to GOD 2. prayer He prefer 
To crave prevention of what many fear : 
For, though I am not fuffred to prefent 
A prayer to King, Lord, or Parlement ; 
Here, to GOD's Throne I free accefs have got. 
And he doth hear me when men hear me not : 

F 3 Of 
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Of which affured , in this loftelinefs , 
My felf to him, I humbly thus addrefs. 

Almighty and mojl merciful Creator, 
Of heaven and earth, oifire, of aire and water , 
With whatfoe're, confifts oi forme or matter , 
Of all invifible , or to be feen , 
Of all that is ox fhall be, or hath been, 
Felt , heard or underflood (excepting Sin, 
At whofe birth all Privations did begin. ) 
Thou, by whofe wifdom all the whole Creation , 
Is ordred, and hath ftill a prefervation, 
Make acceptable in thy fight , I pray, 
What I Ihall meditate or write this day 
And , let not my Requefls be flong away, 
Though we have often forfeited again 
That Grace, which we did heretofore obtain, 
And liable to all thy plagues remain. 

We muft confefs, that in thefe laft three years. 
Thou haft abated many of our fears. 
For thine own fake, and for the fakes of them. 
Whom thy blafpheamers and their Foes contemn. 
Awhile ago , we were furpriz'd with dread 
Of hunger , and the fcarcety of bread. 
By fuch diflempei' d feafons , as forefhew'd 
That Chaflifement which here, is now renew'd ; 
And, was remov'd, ere many had much fenfe. 
Of what fome felt, or of their own offence . 
Once, we were frighted with inch, fickneffes 
As feem'd forerunners of the worft difeafe ; 
And, till this hour, a brutifh Difcord, 
Keeps us in daily hazard , that the Sword 
Will be again unfheath'd : yea, though we are 
Preferved ftill, from what we juftly fear, 
And that, thy patience might be more difern'd, 

Have 
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Have year, by year, been gratioufly forewarn'd 

(By Sigites and wonders probably forefhewing. 

The fad events, that feem to be purfuing 

Our crying fins) yet, we do ne're the lefs, 

Continue fl:ill in our obduratnefs . 

Though, much InJlruSlion, likewife, we have had, 

Examples, Premonitions , publick made, 

And extraordinary Difpenfations , 

To draw us, from our wilful aberrations , 

We fo increafe them, that, it renders me, 

Exceeding fearful to Petition thee, 

Thofe Temporary judgments to withdraw 

Whereof, we at this prefent, ftand in aw , 

Left they, whom no good counfel mollifies 

Thy ]ufiice and thy Mercy quite difpife ; 

And fall into that Reprobated fenfe , 

Which brings unchangeable Impenitence : 

For, that, the Qonfequence hath often proved. 

When Plagues before Repentance were removed. 

Tht fields were lately cloth'd beyond our hope 
With an appearance of a fruitful crop , 
Which moifiure by unfeafonable fhowrs , 
So evidently, by degrees, devours 
That, moft men are afraid the teeming Earth 
Indeed of Plenty, wil produce a Dearth ; 
And, they among us, who do moft negleft 
Removal of the Caufe, moft dread th' efifeft. 
Yet, humane pitty^ me doth fo incline 
To make the Common fear, a part of mine, 
That, though I am not likely much to gain 
Or loofe thereby, whether itfhine or Rain, 
I, (as I am a man) well pleas'd could be 
Thy Peoples votes, might be vouchfaf'd by thee. 
To that intent, I meekly do affay 
To mediate ; but, now I come to pray, That 
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That Spirit v/hofe affiftance is expe6led , 
Withdrav/s, disiimyfttite would be reje6led ;. 
So, that I know not how to /peak or write. 
What gain thy gratious acceptation might 
Though, fear, my prayers may be turn'd to fin, 
Confidering , what Pojlures we are in. 

For, who, the pleading of their Canfe dares own, 
On whom, a righteous King doth juftly frown ? 
They being Rebels too, in whom appears 
"^o penitence, but ov\.Ay Jlaviflt, fears f 
Who, confcientioufly, can pray for them 
Who perfevere all ]ujiice to contemn ? 
Who turn away their eies, when thou forth fendft 
Foretokens, of what thou for fm intendft ? 
Who hide them too, fo far forth as they may 
From other men ; or, (if that fails ) affay 
To mifinterpret them , when they do fee 
The things nor hid , nor difapprov'd can be ? 
Who, can with Faith, thy Grace for them implore, 
Who, are unmerciful unto the poor ? 
Who, daily to thy burning wrath add fewel ? 
Who, both to others, and themfelves are cruel ? 
Who, their afHifted Brethren to difpaiers 
Expofe ? clofe up their ears againft their prayers ? 
And moft injuriouflyj with thofe men deal ? 
Who, moft endeavour, to advance their weal ; 
Yea, for whofe fakes it is, that they are not 
Deftroy'd like Sodom, when thou caldft forth Lot 1 
Who, are fo far, from ftriving to be better, 
That ftill, to hide onefm, they a6l a greater, 
Till they on one another heap fo many 
That they have little fhame, or fenfe any ; 
Although their impudent ablwminations (fions f 
Have their Infc6lion fpread, through all thefe Na- 

LORD! 
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LORD ! who, on their behalf, can mediate 
For any of thofe BleJJingss which relate 
Unto their temporary weal alone , 
Who, of their Brethrens welfare, care have none ? 
Who, do employ i}a.€\x powre , but to opprefs ? 
Turn all thy Graces into wantonnefs ? 
Fling, as it were defiance againft heaven ? 
And, though by thee, they freely were forgiven 
Innumerable debts, ( and likewife are 
By thee inrich'd more then before they were ) 
Take ne're the lefs, their fellows by the throat, 
Who owing them not much more then a Groat, 
Forbearance crave, and at their feet do fall. 
With, promife, when they can, to pay them all ? 
What can fuch look for ; but to be bereaven 
Of that Grace, whereby they were once forgiven 
Their debts ; or think deferv'd, but, to be laid 
In chains, till ev'ry farthing fhall be paid ? 

Who, can to thee be Advocate for thofe 
Who, both to Truth and Righteoufnefs, are foes. 
Though they profefs both ? who, though ever lear- 
Can never get the knowledg & difcerning (ning. 
Of what pertains to th' effential Truth, 
Becaufe, they being all EAR, or all MOUTH, 
Neither hear willingly , or fpeak of ought 
Whereby they may X.o Jledfajlnefs be brought ? 
But rather itch to hear, 2XvA fpeak , and do 
That, which their own felf-will doth prompt them 
And, was infus'd into them hyfalfe teachers, (to : 
Whom they fuppofe to be the founded Preachers, 
When they confirm them, in what doth belong 
To their will-worfhip , be it right or wrong ; 
And keep up thofe Diana's , which were made 
Their Goddeffes , but to uphold their Trade ? 

G • Thefe, 
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Thefe , twixt Beleevers, do contefts maintain 
For Trifles, which tend more to their own Gain 
Then Godlinefs, or thofe means to increafe 
Which may conduce to fetlement of peace, 
In Chriftian Charity, and Righteoufnefs. 

All, I (with hope to fpeed) can pray for fuch 
Is, that they may not love the world too much ; 
Or, by hypocrifie, and lip prof ejjions, 
(To get themfelves a fhare in her poffeflions) 
Obftru6t the bleffed work of Reformation 
By FaSlions, to the final extirpation 
Of all thofe Difpenfations, which have yet 
Some ufe ; and which, whilft thou doft them per- 
They to advance thy Glory may improve : (mit. 
And, by fincerely feeking Truth in Love, 
So exercife thy Graces, whilft thofe laft. 
That, they will perfedl be, when their times paft. 
My GOD, for thefe, to this effea I may 
And, do (I know) with thy allowance pray ; 
Becaufe, I hope, tis no malitious pride 
Which hath to Selfnefs, drawn their hearts afide. 

But, as for them, who have inclinde their ears 
So long time, to ujigodly Counfellers, 
So perfevered, in Xh^finners way, 
And, therein with delight , fo long made flay 
That, to the Scorners Chair advanc'd they are, 
Refolving with themfelves to fettle there ; 
The Diflates of thy holy ghoft contemn, 
Abfolve the wicked. Innocents condemn, 
Term evil, good, the beft things evil call, 
( Or, make twixt them no difference at all) 
Afcribe thy Attributes unto the Devil 
And his Vicegerent ; make thee, of all evil 

Prime 
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Prime Author ; Thee detrude out of thy Throne 
To fet their Idol , and themfelves thereon ; 
Pervert the lawful ufe of ev'ry Creature, 
Till their depraving the whole humane nature 
For Vengeance calls, and as it were, inforces 
Thy Jujlice to turn BleJJings into Cur/es ; 
What can be fpoke for thefe, to fave them from 
Thy judgments here, or in the world to come ? 
I cannot, LORD, thy mercy comprehend, 
Nor know how far their malice doth extend, 
Such things, are knowable to thee alone ; 
Therefore, concerning thefe, thy will be done. 

The beft of us have gone aftray fo far, 
In Provocations, that, perhaps here are 
Now, very many in the ftate of thofe 
For whom, we are forbid to interpofe 
Our mediations betwixt them and Thee, 
As touching judgments , that now threanned be : 
Such, ev'n among thy People heretofore. 
Made thee forbid a Vrophet to implore 
Withholding of thofe Plagues, which at that time. 
Were threatned to be hurled down on them. 
Yea then, though thy choice worthies fhould have 

(pleaded. 
That, thy Decree might have been fuperfeaded, . 
Thou didft refolve, their fuite fhould not be heard 
For any, fave themfelves, with good regard. 
Wheny?«j grow ripe, and Scandalous become, 
They feldom fcape a temporary doome. 
Though thou vouchfafeft mercy, as to David 
Whereby, the Souls that fmned, fhall be faved. 
LORD, though that growth, our Gtdlt attaineth 
Alway remember mercy, in thy wrath. (hath, 

G 3 Some 



SI 



50 A Single Sacrifice. 

Some fuch like Barr, and prohibition now, 
From thee is iffued forth, for ought I know. 
Alas ! if fo ; what poflibly can we 
Endeavour, till it fhall reverfed be ? 
Or elfe difpens'd with ? I can never pray 
With confidence, for what fufpefl I may 
Is not precarious : And, as qualifi'd 
We are, things grantable may be deni'd, 
At leaft, fo long time, as that fhall be wanting 
Which makes their chief condition of their granting. 
Tis not a flavifh terror (without Love 
And faithful Penitence) that will remove 
The Plagues that He upon us ; or prevent 
A Threatned Judgment, when 'tis imminent. - 
Tis not wil worjhippings, though much applauded, 
By their approvers, and by them begawded 
With Superjiitious DreJJings, that can pleafe 
Thy Majejly, and thy juft wrath appeafe ; 
Tis not ovlX formal whinings, or Orations, 
Or, our Confefjions, or our Deprecations, 
Or, Bablings with the Tongue, without a heart 
That, will thy threatned Judgments quite divert, 
Till thou haft done thy work which is in hand. 
Or, till we more conform to thy command ; 
Whereto, perhaps, that, which we fear, may more 
Conduce, then that, which we to fcape implore. 
For, few do confcience of their duties make 
Much longer, then the Rod is on their back. 
Yet, fomewhat, makes me hopeful, that thou haft 
Againft what I would ask, nofentence paft ; 
And, fain would I obtain from thee, this day, 
A Publick BleJJing, e're I go. away. 
Which might in fome degree, abate the dread 
Whereby, now, ^nany are diftempered. 

To 
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To thee, thy Children for a BleJJing cry 
Upon thofe Fruits, which drench'd in waters lie ; 
And (though unworthy) Jacob like, I am 
Refolv'd with thee, to wreftle for the fame. 
Let, not my LORD, be wrath, that I go on 
To profecute the fuite I have begun ; 
For, I with filial fear approach thy Throne. 
Direft us, how in this, and fuch like cafes. 
We may make acceptable our Addrejfes, 
Left, we grow overwhelmed with difpairs. 
Or, come with over peremptory Prayers : 
For, fomewhat thou, at all times, haft to grant 
To comfort thofe, who confolation want. 
When they are fenfible of their condition. 
And come before thee with unfaind contrition. 
Yea, though, when we are outwardly diftreft. 
We may not abfolutely make requeft 
For what feems needful ; yet, when we refigne 
In all our futes, our own will unto thine, 
Our wants (if in particular deni'd) 
Are with a Fatherlike refpefb fuppli'd 
Some other way , by mercifully granting 
A better thing, then that, which we thought wan- 
For, thou, till he himfelf fhall bar the door, (ting. 
Excludeft no mans prayre, who doth implore 
In Faith and Charity, that, which may tend 
To give him, a ivell-being without end. 
Of this, experiment I oft have had. 
And, me thou confident thereof haft made. 
This Creed, thou haft been pleas'd to teach me, 
Both by thy holy fpirit, and thy word, ('LORD, 
Confirming my experience day by day. 
That, I to other men declare it may, 
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As I in duty, am oblig'd to do , 

When thou my heart inclineft thereunto. 

And, by thy favour, now proceed I can 

In that, which, when thefe mufings I began , 

I neither able was to profecute, 

As I intended ; or commence my/ute, 

In terms, which I could think fit to prefent 

To thee ; or, to my felf, could give content. 

But, now the Bars remov'd and I can make 

A Ihift to Stammer, what I could not /peak. 

By thy Affiftance likewife, I believe 

That, what I now fhall pray for, thou wilt give ; 

Ev'n ev'ry thing (implicitly at leaft) 

Which fhall in this my Prayer be expreft : 

I, therefore, in thy fight, now fpread abrode 

My private meditations, in this mode ; 

And hope, it ihall be fpread, where many may 

Add their Amen to that, for which I pray : 

And, that their joyning in this my Oblation, 

Will gain us all fhares in thy acceptation. 

Oh ! I fhould then fuig, with a Joyful heart 

LORD, let thy fervant, now, in peace depart. 

That Everlajiing Gofpel make more known. 
By which, thy Love eternal is forth fhown 
To all mankind ; and which, a glorious throng 
Oi Angels, publifh'd in a Joyful fong, 
(Unto the glory of thy bleffed Najne) 
When firft thy Soiz aray'd with fiefh became ; 
That, all the world may know, the fame Goodwill 
Which thereby was exprefl, continues ftill : 
And, that, Defire to ktww both Good and Evil, 
Proceeded from our Selves, and from the Devil, 
But, not from thee, who, didfl intend Salvation 
To Adam, and to all his Generation ; 

Not 



54 



A Single Sacrifice. 53 

Not reprobating any of his Race 

Save fuch as wilfully difpis'd thy Grace, 

And, juflly, caufed the produfl of that 

Which, thou didft riQver prenecejjitate. 

Thy Love to all mankinde, compels me oft 

( Though for it, I maligned am, and fcoft ) 

To preach it to the world, that, men may more 

Mind it with thankfulnefs, then heretofore. 

I know this Truth is own'd, ev'n among thofe 

Who, unto thee are yet, apparent foes ; 

And, that, hath hindreth many to embrace 

The Doflrine of thy Univerjal Grace, 

Becaufe, they are not heedful, that, unlefs 

Thefe held fome Truths with that unrighteoufnefs 

Which they maintain, not many would believe 

That Mifiery, by which they do deceive. 

But, to prevent their wiles, unclofe their eies, 

Who cannot yet perceive their fallacies ; 

And let it be made manifeft to them 

Who do not wilfully the means contemn, 

Which, thou vouchfafed unto all men haft, 

And alwaies wilt, at firft, or at the laft. 

Let that large mercy, our hearts work upon, 

More then thy judgments hitherto have done ; 

To which intention, let thy Saints improve 

That Influence which thy Eternal Love 

Hath flied on them, to work throughout this Na- 

By Love and Gentlenefs, a Reformation ; ( tion 

Which will be then more fpeedy, and fmcere 

Then that, which is compel'd, & wrought hy fear. 

Preferve that pretious feed, fown in this Land ; 
Now, many Ages paft, by thine own hand ; 
It hath been often watred by the Blood 
Of thy Eleil ; hath many Storms withftood, 

And 
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And took fuch root, that, now it doth extend 
By fev'ral Branches, to the worlds far end. 
Permit it not to fuffer diminution 
Either by calms, or ftorms of Perfecution. 
Let not the lofty Cedars over-top it, 
The wild-fwine root it up, or tame-beajl crop it ; 
Nor weeds or brambles (among which it grows^ 
Starve it, or choak it ; nor the greedy Crows 
Devour it ; nor the fwarms of Locujls, which 
In fmoke, afcended from tJi infernal Ditch ; 
But, let it, when appearing moft oppreft. 
Palm-like, moft thrive, and be the more increaft, 
Till th' earth it fills ; and till up rooted be 
All plants, that were not planted there by thee. 
This, I firft pray for Lord, becaufe poffeffing 
Hereof, doth lay the ground of ev'ry blefling. 

Corre6l thou not thefe Nations in thy wrath. 
But, in that meafure, which fliews mercy hath 
An intreft in thy Jujlice. Let them hold 
The fame proportion which they did of old. 
In thy fevereft chajlifements ; that, neither 
Both Good and Evil, be deftroy'd together. 
Nor, their hopes thereby vacated, by whom 
There is a Kingdom look'd for, yet to come. 
Five wicked Cities might have fpared been. 
Had twice five. Righteous men been found therein : 
Yea, Thou (although in them there was but oni) 
Defer'dft their dreadful doom till he was gone. 
LORD, I hope, here are many thoufands yet. 
On whom thy Seal, on whom thy Mark is fet. 
Who truft in thee, whofe faith doth not yet fail ; 
Who, their own, and the Nations guilt bewaile : 
For their fakes, lay afide thy wrath again ; 
Let thy Sun fhine, and let thy Clouds drop Rain 

Both 
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Both on the juft and unjuft, as thou haft 

Been pleafed to vouchfafe in Ages paft ; 

That, Spring and Summer, Seed and Harvejl-times 

Untill the world fliall end, may in all Climes 

Be from each other ftill diftinguiflied, 

As long ago, by thee was promifed. 

At this time alfo, to this fmful Nation, 

Extend thy wonted favour & compaflion, (fliowrs 

By blowing hence thofe clouds, whofe frequent 

Spoil not alone grafs herbs and pleafant flowers , 

But, threaten alfo, to deftroy thofe crops. 

Whereby the painful husband-man hath hopes 

To be rewarded for his toil and coft ; 

Yea, let this IJle, which now defpairs almoft, 

Of fuch a bleffing, be fecured from 

That Famine, which we are afraid will come. 

Both of our Earthly, and thy heavenly bread, 
Preferve the means, that therewith being fed, 
In_^«/and body, we may for the fame 
In flejh ^.ndffirit magniiie thy Name 
Till Chrijl fhall come. Continue in this place, 
T\\t fpecial pledges, oi thy /pedal Grace, 
Clofe up thofe Rents, which malice hath made wide; 
Unite by Love, thofe -whom, felf-will and Pride 
Have dif-united : For, thy Love was that 
Which made thee at the firft, this world create ; 
And, 'tis the fame ej/ential Love (by thee 
In thy EleSl made aftive) which muft free 
The world again, from that confus'd eftate 
Whereto 'tis brought by Envy and by Hate. 
To that end, let thy fpirit, (unto whom 
All Difpenfations, till thy Son fliall come 
Committed are) the hearts of men incline 
To be obedient to that Difcipline, 

H In 
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In ev'ry Form, which they believe to be 

To them injoyned by thy word and thee ; 

And, that accept of, which they fhall profefs 

And pra6life with unbiaft Confciences. 

Make thy Ele£l to ftand out all the fliocks, 

Of Tyranny, like never moved Rocks ; 

And give them prudence, to difcern the wiles. 

Whereby, their Antichrijlian foe beguiles 

Unftable hearts ; and pleafe to pardon that 

Wherein through frailty, they fhall deviate. 

Indow them vflthdll fattSlified graces 

That may enable in their feveral places 

To do the honor : And, LORD, let the Pride 

Of their Opprejfors, break fo, and devide 

Their Poiver and Counfels, that, they may at length 

Be ruined, by their own Wit , and Strength. 

Behold, the many troubles of this Nation , 
With mercy , and vouchfafe it thy falvation. 
Make hafte to our deliverance oh LORD, 
And, fuccour us according to thy word. 
Let them be turned backward, and with fliame 
Confounded, who blafpheme thy holy Name ; 
Who, with their own inventions do defile 
Thy Ordinances , and purfue the fpoil 
Of thofe who feek thy face. Let them who cry 
Aha Aha, and fay infultingly, 
So ive ivould have it, when thy people are 
Oppreft, be caught at laft, in their own fnare, 
That, they who love thy Truth, may to thy praife 
Rejoyce in thy falvation all their dayes. 

But, gracious LORD, befide that wajling Rain, ^ 
Which makes this Nation with much fear complain 
And brings me now to thee ; there is a Flood 
Portending Inundations too , of Blood, 

Ev'n 
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Ev'n blood of Innocents, for whofe prevention 

To be Petitioner I have intention. 

A portion of thy ivord , concerning Cain 

To me, a myjlery feems to contain 

Implying fomewhat which relates to thofe 

Who were, and fliall unto thy Saints be foes 

Throughout all Times ; and doth relate, likewife, 

To them, who offer thee thaXfacrifice 

In which thou moft delight'ft : For, ever lince 

That day, Will-ivorJhippe,rs have took offence 

At their Oblations ; and proceeded on 

In that, which he fo long ago begun. 

Cain was the firft that perfecuted them 

Who in their worfhip differed from him ; 

And, I colleft thence, that, ev'n from that hour 

Thou didft fubje6l them to the temp' ral power 

Of all 'ihok perfecutors, of whom, he 

Became the Type, whoever they fhould be. 

And, as I underftand that Hyfiory, 

Therein is couched the whole myjlery 

Of that iniquity , which now is grown 

Almoft full ripe, and fhall be overthrown 

In thy appointed time ; but, not till then, 

Nor by the weapons or the hands ofmett : 

For, thou haft markt them to be faved from 

Deftroying, till ^^ix fatal hour is come. 

And I conceive likewife by what thou haft 

In that memorial to the world expreft , 

Thou wilt avenge it, on all, who withftand 

Their perfons, with a life-deftroying-hand, 

Though they are murdrers ; &, that, this fuftjeftion 

Tends to thy glory, and the Saints perfeftion ; 

Whereof, fome of them, take fo little heed, 

That oi precautions they may have fome need. 

H 2 This 
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This hath inclin'd me, confcientioufly 
To fhun oppofing them deftruftively 
In whom there is a vifiability 
Of So-Jraigji Power, although tyrannical; 
Untill that fome way, it grow doubtful fhall 
To whom it appertains ; as, here of late, (flate 

When it was thought, thou didft that power tran- 
To other hands , and when he, who bereft 
Them thereof, to an Anarchy, us left. (ver 

And, thou, who knowft my heart, knowft I did ne- 
To pull down, or to fet up Thrones endeaver : 
But, only, to preferve the common peace, 
Complide with that, which did the Throne pojfejfe , 
Till thou reftor'dft him, who was driv'n hence, 
And, to whom, true, I have been ever fince. 

Now, alfo, to preferve, ftill, as I ought, 
'Y\\3.t peace, whofe prefervation, I then fought ; 
I do implore thee, on behalf of him 
Who wears this day, the Supream Diadem , 
That, from thofe evil Counfellors, he may 
Deliver'd be, who do, or fliall affay , 
To bring him to a wilful refolution. 
Of being partner in that perfecution 
Which they intend : And, that, in all temptations 
( And maugre all fevereft provocations ) 
Thy Saints , may be preferved from contriving 
And a6ling, what may tend to the depriving 
Them of their lives or power , who e're they be. 
In whom that Power fhall be confer'd by thee. 
And grace vouchfafe them, alwayes to perfift 
In that obedience, which may manifeft 
That, confcientioufly they may fubmit 
To what thou haft ordain'd, or fliall permit 

For 
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For {hdx probation ; till the fewd axiA. War 
'Twixt Good aud Evil, at a period are : 
And, that, upon thy will they may attend 
Untill that Good and Evil, hath an end, 
Which had form us proceeding, and gives place 
To that Eternal GOODNESSE, which IS, WAS 
And SHALL BE, when all evil heretofore 
In Being, (hall a being have no more. 

Meanwhile confer all means, whereby both they 
And he, may walk on, in a peaceful way. 
Thy Judgment to the King vouchfafe to give 
That, he, and we in Righteoufnefs may live : 
That, he may to the Prifoners and the poor, 
Shew mercy ; to the wrong'd, their dues reftore ; 
And be as kind and merciful to tJum , 
Who are opprejl, as thou haft been to him : 
That, our high Mountains may produce thy peace. 
And Utile Hills, the fruits of Righteoufnefs ; 
For, whether high or low, all fhall receive. 
Such meafure, as to other men they give. 
I know this will be done, even by the drops 
Of mercy , which to keep alive my hopes. 
Are in this place , to me derived from 
Thy Bounty , to fore-fhew, Sijhower will come 
That fliall refrefh both me, and thofe, at full. 
Who, at this time, each others cafe condole. 

Be pleafed to confirm this my belief. 
Redouble ftill, our Courage, as our Grief 
Shall be augmented : And although among 
Thy Foes, our bodies perifh in the throng ; 
By thofe external Judgments, which we fhall 
Occafion to be Epidemical, 
Inflift them, rather then permit thy Name 
To be expofed to reproachful fhame, 

H 3 By 
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By fuffering wickednefs with proud defpight, 
To violate thy Jujlice in thy fight ; 
Or, wantonize with grace, till it becomes 
The faddeft of all Temporary dooms : 
For, commo7t myferies lefs grievous are 
Unto thy Saints , though they in them have fhare, 
Then all thek private fufferings, when they fee 
Their infolence who fleighted them and thee. 
So winked at, as if thou either wouldft not. 
Avenge thy felf upon them, or elfe could not. 
Thy Souldiers will be pleas'd amid thy foes 
To die, e're any honor thou fhouldft lofe, 
Since death by them, needs never to be fear'd. 
Who know with what life, thou wilt them reward. 
Let Dagons temple then, be overthrown 
Though Sampfon die, in pulling of it down : 
For, all thy Souldiers, feek their glorifying 
In conquering, although it be by dying. 
Our General, in perfon, led the Van 
That way , when he his glorious Conqueft wan, 
Bereft Death of his deadly fting, thereby , 
And, over Hell, triumphed glorioufly. 

Preferve thofe , in thy Truth by Faith and Love, 
Whom thou (halt pleafe in thefe laft times to 
Jiy fiery tryals : So , what e're wind blows , fprove 
Whether, it rains or fliines, or hails or fnows ; 
Whether thou fhak'fl the Jieavens or the earth. 
Or both ; v/hether, War, Pejlilence, or Dearth 
Shall vifite this depraved Generation, 
Thine, fliall be free from inward pertubation, 
And fmg, a bleffed Requiem to their foul. 
When their Opprcjfiors gnafh their teeth and howl. 

To that Salvation which thou doft defign 
For thj;- EleB, preferve thou, me and mine ; 

And 
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And, in our feveral pajfages thereto , 

Whether , the way in which we are to go 

Be either rough or fmooth, or fhort or long, 

Keep us content ; and let our Faith be ftrong 

Although th.Qflefii is weak. Let our Afflictions 

And, our profperities, with benediftions 

So fanffified be throughout our dayes, 

That, thou mayft in our lives & deaths have praife 

A large Petition ( whereof now bereft ) 

Before thy face , long fince ingroft I left, 

Whereby , I thee befought to this effeft, 

For my Pofterity ; and to diredl 

And keep them in thy ways : LORD, though to me 

The words are loft, they are not fo to thee ; 

^tiy fpoilers , cannot hide them from thine eyes, 

Nor wilt thou, my Requejls therein defpife. 

Rememember thofe, by whom we have been fed, 
When we v/ere by the world depriv'd of bread. 
Vouchfafe thou, for their Charitablenefs, 
They, never want a Friend in their diftrefs ; 
Or comforts, when on their yft/^ beds they lie, 
Or, Freedom, though on outward bands they die : 
Mind them, when I of them forgetful grow ; 
Know them, though I \hdix per/ons may not know ; 
Their Alms-deeds, which they labour to conceal, 
Let thy Son, before all the world reveal ; 
And, what for me or mine, in thefe my prayers, 
I have defired, grant to them and theirs. 

My Foes have fome way been my Benefaftors, 
(Though, therein, they againft their wills were A- 
For, that, which to afflift me they defign, (flors) 
Adds more to their vexation, then to mine ; (med, 
And, that, whereby, they thought me to have har- 
Againfl all future mifchiefs, me hath armed. 

In 
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In which refpefl, without diflimulations. 
They, are to me, an objeft of compaflion, 
And, I befeech thee, fo their hearts to turn 
That, for their fins, tliey heartily may mourn. 
To operate in them a preparation. 
To profecute the means of their falvation. 
Their, too much loving of tlietnfelves abate. 
Which hath inclin'd them other men to hate, 
And more to punifh them, who reprehend. 
Their fins, then thofe, who, againft thee offend. 
Bereave them of that wealth, in which they truft. 
And fpend, in giving fewel to their luft ; 
That Power exorbitant, make to be lefs. 
Which doth but Pride, and Tyranny increafe ; 
Left they may make themfelves the flaves oifin. 
And to be Devils, who might Gods have been. 
Forgive them their offences againft thee. 
When for them, truly penitent they be : 
For, all their wrongs to me I can forgive 
As I from thee forgivenefs would receive. 
This Charity of mine to them, is thine ; 
Thou, thereunto my heart doft now incUne ; 
Then, furely, if thou haft a love for thofe 
Who hate thee, yea whilft they continue Foes, 
Thou wilt on them beftow all I can crave, • 
If they contemn not, that which they might have. 
And, who, can then, be hopelefs of thy Grace, 
Who, in trviC faith, and love fhall feek thy face.' 
Oh hear me, in what to their welfare tends. 
For all in general, both Foes and Frie?ids, 
(To whom, Chrifis ranfom ftiall not bounded be. 
More by their own fault, then by thy Decree; 
And, who againft themfelves, ftiut not that Gate 
Which thou to all Mankind, haft open fet J 

Make 
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Make us true Lovers, as we ought to be, 

And, we fhall be beloved ftill of thee. 

Incline us charitably to regard 

The poor mans prayers, and ours fhall be heard. 

Make us upright, and then fhall rich and poor, 

More advantageous be then heretofore 

Unto themfelves ; and they who hate each other, 

Shall love, and live in amity together. 

None, then, fhall make a^ prayer , to enjoy 

In private, what wQal-ptiblick, may deflroy. 

But, all our fuits, (as in deftru6live Rains 

Or Droughts ) fhall be prefer'd for what pertains 

Unto the common good ; and very many 

Be benefitted, without harm to any. 

I fhall, moreover, be permitted then, 

To do thee fervice with my Tongue and Pen, 

And, thou, with other blejjitigs , wilt fend hither 

What I now pray {or,feafonable zveather. 

LORD ! fhould thefe meditations be defpis'd, 
Or, ( as fome have been lately ) here furpriz'd, 
And fmother'd ; I befeech thee, let them not 
By thee, be dif-regarded or forgot ; 
Nor that, which yet remains to be expreft, 
Be flifled any longer in my breft : 
For, that, hath been more torment to my mind, 
Then to my Body , to be here confin'd. 
But, each branch only grant of thefe Requejls 
As with thine own good pleafure beft confifts ; 
And, that in chief, which hath preferred been 
To work in us, Repentance of all fm ; 
Left elfe, when from one Judgment we are freed, 
Another, and another ftill fucceed, 
Till e're from all our fears, thou us deliver. 
We feel \kcjharpejl arrows in thy Quiver. 

I Though 
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Though all alone, the world hathjhut me here. 
And, from her felf, exil'd me, as it were, 
She, being part of that great "^ ox\i Divine, 
In which tJure is afwel afJiare of mine 
As hers : {And, though no fenfe fhe feems to have 
Of what I fuffer in this living Grave ;) 
T have a Fellow-feeling of her fears. 
As by thefe private mufings it appears. 
Which often, heretofore I have exprefl. 
On her behalf, and now, by this Requefl ; 
Which GOD (I know) for his own fake hath heard, 
Although my prayer merits no regard. 

The lafl great Rainy-day, I firfi begun 
Thefe Meditations ; and, eWe they were done. 
The Clouds were blown away, the Sun appear'd. 
The face of heaven was from thick vapours cleai^d, 
A nd, he, wlto lately muflred them together, 
Contimies, yet, a feafonable weather 
That will renew the hopes (if it holds on) 
Which this year promifed, wlien it begun. 
For, (to tlie bleffed iiame of GOD be praife) 
The earth begins her face again to raife, 
Otit of her watry bed, chear'd by thefe Rayes 
Whofe abfence, jnade her many weeks of days 
Sit melancholly, and afide to throw, 
Thofe dreffings, wherewith fhe is trimmed now. 

This, doth to me, appear to be a fign 
Tliat, to compaffion, GOD dothfiill incline, 
Attd, will, once rnore, make proof what Reformation 
Shall be endeavour' d after this probation. 
Oh I in fame meafure, let this grace effeSl 
That, which hejuflly, may from us expe£t. 
Left worfe befall : For, GOD will not he mockt ; 
The doors of heaven, are not yet fo faft lockt, 

But, 
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But, that, hefuddainly may fend again , 
Not only fuck another wafting rain, 
( Or in tJiefiead thereof a fcorching Drouth 
And raake the tongue, cleave to the parched mouth) 
But Fire and Brimftone too, ifhefopleafe ; 
Whereas, now, whilfl his mercy doth appeafe 
His wrath, a little hearty penitence , 
hnpro'Jd, may keep fonie other Flague from hence, 
And, for one fin that truly is repented, 
Three may removed be, or elf e prevented. 

Meditated and compofed 
during the Authors clofe 
Confinement in the Tower, 
July. 1663 . 

Pfalm 107 8. 

Oh! that men would praife the Lord for his goodnefs, 
and for his wondrous works to the Children of men. 

The whole Pfalm is very pertinent to ftir up 
to a due confideration and pradlife of this duty. 



I 2 June 
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June 15. 1665. 

A 

PRECAUTION 

Relating to the time prefent, 

T^wo years are paft, fince what precedes was writ 

When here, Excejfive Rains occafion'd it. 
Ths prefent Drougth, now makes us as much fear, 
A Dearth may probably conclude this year : 
For want of timely moijlure, in the fpring, 
Hath in the Bud, nipt many a growing thing ; 
And that DefeSl continuing to this day, 
Starves herbs, and turns the ftanding grafs to hay. 
The Whiter corn, as yet, prick up their ears ; 
But, to decay, the Summer Crop appears ; 
And both (if GOD prevent not) may confume 
Before our ufual harveji time is come. 

As, when to cure, or give their Patients eafe, 
(Who long have fuffred by a ftrong Difeafe) 
A good Phyfitian firft applies for cures 
His beft known helps in fuch dijlempratures, 
That failing, tries another ; and that done. 
Doth then , through ev'ry courfe of Phyfick run, 
Repeats it often too ; and as Events 
Occafion it , makes new Experiments : 
Ev'n fo, hath GOD proceeded with this Natioti, 
To bring us to a timely Reformation ; 
Yet, our habitual wickednefs is fuch. 
That, nothing works upon us very much. 

Except 
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Except it be the quite contrary way : 
For, when we fhould Repent, and Fq/i and Pray, 
We Feajl and Triumph : when we fhould releafe 
The Prifoner, we the Freeman do opprefs. 
When we the poor and needy fhould relieve, 
The Rich we begger, and the poor we grieve. 
When Princes fhould put mourning Garments on, 
Each Vaffal is arayed like a Don. 
The meaneji Vinnaces weare Silken Sailes, 
And like the Peacock fpread their gaudy Tailes. 
Yea, in the fteed of due humiliations , 
Inpublick , here Sire pub lick provocations, 
Still multiplied quite throughout the land, 
Ev'n whilft we lie beneath GOD's heavy hand, 
And manifeftly fee, both ev'ry bleffing 
Withdrawing, and Plagues ev'ry day increafing. 

He therefore, juftly may, if fo he pleafes. 
Do, like Phyjitians, when they find Difeafes 
To, be incurable. They then permit, 
Such Patients to take what courfe they think fit ; 
Leave them to any Emperick, who will 
Pretend to that wherein he hath no skill ; 
Send them to Epfom, or the Tunbridge water. 
Or, that at Lew/ham (to which tis no matter) 
Or to that Country Air , where firft they drew 
Their breaths, to try what thereon will enfue. 
Thither, if GOD fends after them a BleJJing, 
Tis more then they deferve, and worth confeffing : 
For, tis of his meer Grace ; And, this, fometimes 
He doth vouchfafe ere men repent their Crimes. 
Such mercies none can found, much lefs exprefs ; 
For they are infinitely fathomlefs. 
And, if they work not, in a timely day, 
GOD's will be done, is all, that I dare pray. 

I 3 THE 
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Compofed by him/elf, upon a Common fame 
Of his being dead and buried. It hath a fhort 
Preface prefixed, and an Epilogue added after 
it, for a Copartment to fet it off. 

The Preface. 

RUtnors of things 'CnaXjhall be, are begun 
Sometimes, before they a6lually are done , 
That, we 'Cci'sx^Qy forewarned, may prepare 
To entertain them, when vn A£l they are ; 
And, four times , at the leaft, (though yet I am 
Surviving it) my death hath been by Fame 
Divulged fo, that fome, no credit give 
To thofe men who affirm that I yet live. 

At this time alfo, a Report doth goe 
That, I was lately dead and buried too : 
Perhaps, not without being fore-defign'd 
That I, in prifon might be hunger-pin'd : 
For, having nothing left, that was mine own, 
Or ought allow'd, fave what fhould be'beftown, 
By their companion, who have me preferved 
From being in my clofe Confinement ftarved, 
I might have dy'd indeed , tliroughiwant of bread, 
Had all my Friends believed me to be dead. 

It 
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It may have likewife, an /// Confequent, 
If, I fliall be releaft ; which , to prevent 
I have compos'd this following Epitaph, 
Thus Prefaced, with this fhort Paragraph, 
And, fent it to my Friends, that, they may know 
I Uve, and hve in hope, that what I owe 
To them, repaid (in life or death) fhall be, 
By GOD, although, not probably by me. 
That, alfo, what this Epitaph expreffeth 
May mind me of my duty, till life ceafeth ; 
And, be by others, with fome profit read , 
Both whilft, that I am living, and when dead. 



The Epitaph, 



By way of Epitaph , thus fed 

George Whither, xvhen Fame voiced him dead. 

IF, I did fcape the dooms of thofe , 
Whofe heads and limbs, fed Rats and Croivs, 
(And, was not thrown into ihefire 
Or water, when breath did exfpire) 
Then, here, (or fomewhere elfe) my Bones, 
Lie raked up, with Earth and Stones . 
Their burial place , you fliall do well 
To learn from thofe men who can tell, 
And in what mode inter'd they were ; 
For, I do neither know nor care. 
Or, what was ^\'Cci&x fung , ox faid, 
By others, when I there was laid ; 
Nor any whit, fufpitious am 
That, they fliall be expos'd to fhame 



Nor 
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Nor fear I troubling of their reft, 
By thofe who living men moleft, 
Becaufe, how e're the world Ihall pleafe 
To ufe them, they ftiall be at eafe, 
When that, which her defpight intends 
To me, fhall ceaze on her own friends ; 
As it befel to fome, of late, 
If that be true, -vAix^fame doth prate. 

My Life was nor too long, nor fhort, 
Nor, without Good and /// Report ; 
And, profited, as many waies 
I was by Scandals , as by praife . 
Great y^ifj I had, and very many. 
Friends too, a few, as kinde as any. 
And, feldome felt their earthly hell, 
Who love, and are not lov'd as well : 
For, that, whereof they had fharpy^«/^, 
I knew, but, by intelligence. 

A Wife I had, as fit for me 
As any one a live could be ; 
Yea, as if, GOD, out of each other 
Had made us, to be joyn'd together. 
Arid, whilft fhe lives, what ere is fed 
Of my Death, I am but half dead. 

Befide the Iffue of my Brain, 
I had fix children, whereof twain 
Did live, when we divided were, 
And, I, alive was buried here. 
When, Portions, I had none to give 
God gave them (as I, did believe 
He would) a means, whereby to live : 
Which is here mention'd, to this end, 
That others, may on him depend. 
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I priz'd no Honours, bought or fold, 
Nor wifh'd ior youth, when I was old, 
But, what each Age, Place, and Degree, 
Might befl become, bell pleafed me. 
I coveted nor Eafe, nor Wealth 
(No, not enjoyment of my health) 
Ought further, then it had relation 
To GODs prai/e; and my Souls Salvation. 
When I feem'd rich, I wanted more 
Then e're I did when deemed poor ; 
And, when in Body, moft confind, 
Enjoy'd moft freedom in my mind. 
I was not Fa£lious or Seditious , 
Though thereof, many were Sufpitious, 
Becaufe, I humor'd not the times, 
In Follies, and deftruftive crimes. 

In things, that Good or Evil were, 
I had abundantly my fhare ; 
And, never wifh'd to change my Lot 
For what another man had got, 
Or, that, in any time or place. 
My Birth had been, fave where it was. 
So wife I was not to be mad 
Though much opprejl \ or, to be fad 
When my Relations did conceive 
I had exceeding Caufe to grieve : 
For, GOD, in feafon, ftill fupplide 
Thofe needful things the world denide, 
Difpofing ev'ry thing, fo well 
To my content , what ere befel. 
That, thankful praife to him was due ; 
And, will be, for what fhall enfue. 

I fold not Honejly, to buy 
K formal Garbe of San6lity ; 

K Nor 



73 



72 The Authors Epitaph. 

Nor to hate any was inclin'd 
Becaufe, they were not of my mind ; 
Nor fear'd to publifh Truths in feafon, 
Though termed Herejie or Treafon, 
But, fpake, what I conceiv'd might tend 
To benefit both foe and friend ; 
And, if in Love, they feem'd fincere. 
With their Infirmities, could bear. 
1 praSlis'd whsit I did believe, 
And pinned upon no mans fleeve. 
My Faith or Confcience ; for, ther's none 
Judgd, by what other men have done. 

M.y fins were great, and numerous grown ; 
My Righteoufinefis, was not mine own. 
Yet, more prevail'd by Grace divine. 
Then if it had been wholly mine. 
I loved all men, feared none 
Except my fielf, and GOD alone ; 
And, when I knew him, did not make 
Efteem of ought, but for his fake. 
On him, in life time depended, 
By Death are all my troubles ended. 
And, I fhall live again, ev'n here. 
When my Redeemer , doth appear. 
Which (by what I have feen and heard) 
I know, will not be long defer'd ; 
Nor that Raign, here on Earth, among 
His Saints, which they have look'd for long. 
But, that, which we fhall then behold. 
May better be believ'd then told; 
Becaufe, we may prefume as well 
To put the Sea into ^Jhell, 
As to demonftrate, unto men. 
Of flefli and blood, what will be then. 

Nor 
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Nor oft, nor much defire had I, 
Long time to live, or foon to die ; 
But, did the work I had to do, 
As I enabled was thereto ; 
Then, whether It feem'd Good or ///, 
Left that, and all things, to Gods will ; 
And, when this inind is not in me, 
That, I am dead, affured be. 

Do Reader, what I have well done ; 
What I have err'd in, learn to fhun ; 
And, when I muft no more appear. 
Let this, be thy Remembrancer. 



The Epilogue. 



THis, I perceive will take up too much Room, 
Within a Church, or, on a Chappel Tombe ; 
And, peradventure, need a larger Sto7ie 
Then my eftate will buy to write it on : 
He therefore, let it wander on betwixt 
The two Poles, till it finds where to be fixt : 
For, though it feems brought forth before the 
It may, whilft it continues in this Clime, (time, 

Some way advantage me, by bringing that 
Into my minde, which I might elfe forget. 
That, Whilfb I live, I might conform thereto 
So far forth, as I am oblig'd to do. 

Moreover, I fhall know, (when this is read) 
What will be faid of me when I am dead ; 
Which, that man cannot hear, who fhall not have 
An Epitaph, till he is in his Grave. 

K 2 Some 
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Some part thereof, may likewife ufeful feem 

To others, who my words, now difefteem : 

For, through the fpatious earth, I know not ought. 

That is, or may he /aid, or done, or thought , 

But, hath a tendance, if we heed it will, 

Either to what is good or what is /// : 

A. Single haire, or Jluttring of a Bird, 

May providentially, fometimes afford 

Hints, ox precautions, to incline us, to 

What we ought to Ohferve, beleive, or do. 

This, alfo will be, as it were, to fome 
A Mejfenger, who from the dead is come. 
To Preach what is agreeable to Reafon, 
(Although it be a Preachment out of feafon) 
But, now, both dead and living Preachers too. 
Are fleighted, whatfoe're they fay or do. 
And, if fuch Predicants found no regard. 
Where Mofes and the Prophets were not heard. 
What, probably, from thofe can be expedted 
Who Chrijl and his Apojlles, have neglefted ? 
Yet, from dead Letters, and from men deceaft 
There comes (from what in lifetime they exprefc) 
A voice fometimes, to which men will incline, 
A willing ear ; and fo, there will from mine. 



A 
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A Petitionary Meditation on the behalf of 
JF. S . The Authors much Honoured and 
Charitable, Friend then vifited by a Lan- 
guijhing Sicknefs. 

In my contemplatings, VERSE, is to me 
What DA VID's Harp, to him, was wonf to be ; 
And, (on occajions offered) unto GOD) 
I, often, make Addreffes, in this mode. 

LORD, thou didft raife me friends, when few or 
I had, v/hom I could much depend upon ; (none 
And, none of thofe, had they not firft been thine. 
Could poflibly have been a Friend of mine, 
In fuch a manner, or at fuch a time 
As when thy kindnefs did appear in them : 
For, fuch Refpe6livenefs, to men that are 
In my cafe, is at this time, very rare. 
Thereby, they worthily therefore, are grown 
More precious for thy fake, then for their own ;. 
And, me to them it binds, in Bonds more flrong, 
T\\try\{ih.€\x frindfhip, from themfelves had fprung. 

My GOD, to thee, for one of thofe by whom 
Thou haft refrefhed me I now am come 
To offer what my poverty affords ; 
Which (though it be no more then hearty words) 
Be pleafed to accept, for thofe proceeds. 
That were extended unto me in deeds ; 
And, thereunto, vouchfafe thou to impute 
That vigour, which I cannot contribute ; 
Since, there is nothing in my beft oblation. 
Which of it fclf, can merit acceptation. 

K 3 On 
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On his behalf, whom thou to me haft given, 
I, here on earth, Petition thee in lieaven, 
(Not for our own deferts, but for his fake. 
Who did for all mankind atonement make) 
That (if it fhall be pleafmg unto thee) 
His crazed health may now renewed be. 
And, he continue by thy prefervation, 
A faithful fervant to this generation, 
Till he thofe works hath finifh'd altogether, 
For which thou principally fentft him hither ; 
And, till they who yet want him, lefs may mifs 
His paffage from them, to eternal Blifs : 
For, Life, and all that therewith is beftown, 
He had, as well for their fakes, as his own. 

Thy people thought themfelves oblig'd to plead 
To Chrijl for him, who for them, had but made 
A Synagogue : Elias thou didft hear 
For, her, by whom, refrefh'd his bowels were : 
And, thou haft promifed an eajie bed, 
To them, by whom the hungry foul is fed ; 
Whereby I am incourag'd, and inclin'd. 
To pray for him ; who hath to me been kind. 
With hope, it fliall fome good produft beget 
Both to thy glory, and his benefit. 
For, thou haft to the prayers of the poor, 
An ear as open, now, as heretofore. 
And grantft the humble futes of faithful men, 
Afwell, as of thy greateft Prophets, then. 

To thee, I dare not abfolutely pray 
For ought, belonging to the prefent day, 
Save what that patent warrants, which hath taught 
To whom, for what, and how to pray we ought. 
When therefore LORD, my frailty fhall incline 
My tvill, to what repugnant is to thine, 

(Though 
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(Though I fhould ask it) let it be deny'd, 
And, wants, according to thy will fupply'd. 
The objefls, and the fubjefls, of my prayers 
Are pofitively, nor hopes fears, or difpaires, 
Or paines, or pleafures ; neither joy nor greif ; 
No nor a temporary Death or Life, 
^Though they concern my felf j except they fall 
Within the verge of that Conditionall 
With which thou bound'ft them : For, enough there 
Befides that, grantable, unlefs amiffe fis 

We ask it. And foon'ft , thou wilt that difpence, 
When Faith affaults thee with moft violence. 
Such things as thou haft promis'd, we may crave ; 
Such things in their beft feafon, we fhall have, 
Though they are oft deferr'd, till we know better 
How, by their ufe, to make the bleffings greater : 
Such things, I dare to ask, and perfevere 
In asking them, untill vouchfafd they are ; 
And, fuch things, ile now beg of thee, for him (them 
Whofe caufe I plead : LORD, therefore grant thou 
Confirm him in that Love, whence all things had 
Their Beings, when created things were made ; 
And, which at laft, will knit up all in one 
That was created, when the world begun. 
Contentment give him, with what change foere 
Thou fhalt be pleas'd to exercife him here. 
Preferve him in the faviitg faith of CHRIST, 
Which will fecure the blejfed interejl 
That, he to all men offers ; and to none 
Denieth, who, to lay fail hold thereon 
Not ivilfully, and finally neglefts. 
Thou having cur'd his natural defe£ls. 
Grant him txwt f elf -deny al : him befriend, 
With conftant perfeverance to the end 

Of 
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78 A Petitionary Meditation. 

Of all his tryals : Every fin forgive 

Committed in the flefh, whilft he fhall live. 

Enable him, whilft he hath time and place, 

To make fuch an improvement of thy grace 

On him conferred, that, as day by day, 

Sin fprouts up, it may rooted be away. 

In all, whereby the world, theflejh, or Devil 

May him affault, deliver him from evil. 

And all diftemperatures, that may begin 

Either from things without him, or within. 

Let thefe Petitions, for his Confolation 

Be fanaified by CHRIST'S Mediation, 

And He ftill fpread before thee, whilft in life. 

My Friend is fenfible oi pains and grief 

So far forth alfo, as that, which by me 

Is pray'd for now, fhall with thy will agree. 

Let him -vi'^Ay faith, in our Redeemers name 

Both for himfelf and me, defire the fame. 

And (to conclude "Cms, prayer) let all thofe 

By whom, thou haft been pleafed to difpofe, 

Thy manyfold Love-tokens unto me. 

In all, here prayed for, partakers be 

At ev'ry need ; till thou tranflatft us thither 

Where, all thine, fhall with thee, live flill together. 

Amen. 
E R R A T A. 

PAge 3 1. 29. r&didi perfecute. p. 8. 1. 31. r. per/ever. p. 
1 3.1. 1 5 r. war ioxfear p. 17. 1. 1. r.our own p. 23. 
1. 1, r./o to p. 24. 1. 4. r. their fallacies p. 25. 1. 13. r. har- 
vefliime, & p. 40. 1. 18. Godpraife p. 46. 1. 5. r. through, 
& for Reb. r. Rebels p. 50. 1. 10. r. the, for there. ^. 56. 
1. 1 3. thee for the p. 58. 1. 30. r. on for in. 
PINTS. 
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Vaticinia Poetica. 

or, rather, 

A FRA GHENT, of/ome PRESA GES, 

longfince written, and, alfo, of/ome lately 

compofed; which {though the Beginning, 

and later End, be dipt off ) are neither 

altogether iraperfedt, nor impertinent, 

to thefe Times ; 

But, doe confiderably relate to all 

CHRISTEN DO ME in general!, and 

particularly to SPAIN, FRANCE, 

ROME, ITALIE, VENICE, and to 

fome other parts of E U R O P E, with the 

I L A N D S thereof ; efpecally to thefe 

of GREAT-BRITAN. 

Wherein are contained, likewife, fome Cautions, 

touching them who are called Q UAKERS, 

and the Nation of the JE WS. 

Sine Nomine, non fm^ Numine. 

Things, paft, a«^prefent, doeforefhew 
Thofe, which, hereafter, will enfue : 
And, Candles, though but of a Rufli, 
If lighted at that Buming-Bulh 
Which wafkth not, may that difclofe, 
Which Star, nor Moon, nor Day-light T^iiifj. 

LONDON, 

Imprinted, fortheyear M D C LX VI, to be reckoned 

from about the year of our LORD XXXIIII, 

and are to be fold by Edward Blackmorc, at 

his Shop in St. Pauls Church yard. 




The Stationer to the 
Reader. 

Hefe Fragments, 
were left at my 
Shop, by an un- 
known per/on^ 
fealed up, and fuperfcribed 
to me, with a writing from I 
know not whom, containing 
thefe words. 

''Stationer, if it fland 
''with thy good liking, let 
"thefe Fragments be pub- 
" lifhed ; and if thou thy f elf 
" wilt not caufe it to be done, 
"give it to him that will ; 
A 3 "and 



The Epiftle. 

''and inquire not after the 
'^Authour, for, the know- 
** ledge of his name or per- 
" fon, is not at this time 
" mater iall. 

I finde nothing therein 
expreffed, but what in my 
judgment conduceth to the 
advancement of Piety and 
good Life, and therefore ha- 
ving fulfilled the Writers 
requefl, I leave it to thy 
perufall and good accepta- 
tion. 
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OR RATHER 



A Fragment of fame Pre/ages , partly 
long Ji'iice, and partly lately ivritten ; 
which (though the Beginning and 
later End be dipt off) are neither al- 
together imperfect, nor impertinent, 
to thefe times, &c. 

T C , defunt nonnulla * * * * 

* * * I did intend 
Some Premonitions , 
forth to lend. 
But I, in vain , have more then once 
Affaid to charm deaf Lo£-£-s and Stones: 
And, at this time, If, I fhould throw 
Thofe Pearls to Swine, th' event I know. 
I, therefore, now refolved am 
To wave, what to the feed of Cham, 
I purpofd ; and will fpeak to thofe. 
To whom my foul more fervice owes. 

Yee Sonns of J A r H E T ^ who long whiles 
Th' European Continent and Ides 

A 4 Have 
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Have now poffeft (by grace from him 
,Who hath, into the Tents of S E M, 
Perfwaded you) be pleafd to read, 
What follows, with a ferious heed : 
For, though, perhaps, I fcarcely know, 
Whether I tell you Dreams, or no, 
This will be ufefuU ; and, there may 
Be reall Truths, in what I fay. 

According to the numeration 
Ql years, by vulgar computation, 
Injixteen hundred fif tie five. 
The Roman-Tyrant will percieve 
His Empire fmke (begin to fear 
His Fatall Number draweth neer ; 
And, therewith growing faint and fick, 
Throughout his Body-Politick, 
Take fwift advifement, how, he may 
Procraflinate his Judgement-Day ; 
And, fhall finde means out, to beguile 
Himfelf, and others too, a while : 
For, 'uSS.Jix hundred fixty three, 
A ProjeSl will purfued be , 
Wherby, the Saints will much be griev'd ; 
And, many, doubt what they believ'd. 

The Stratagem he fhall devife. 
Will be to cure th' Antipathies 
Of his Chief Qtampions , that their power 
May joyn, the Faithfull to devour : 
And, he fhall profecute that way 
With all the Force, and Craf, the may : 
But, to unfettle the Pyrene 
Which parts them (and, make Oile with Wine 
Incorporate) lefs hard will prove 
Then that Obftruftion to remove ; 

Becaufe, 
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Becaufe, th' Event, which will be beft 
For th' one, marrs th' other's Intereft ; 
And, them, will, at the laft, expofe 
To Schifms, which no Defigne fhall clofe. 

It is apparent, that by him 
Who claims a Cath'like Diadem 
( And who, his Locujls fpreads throughout 
The World, to bring that aime about ) 
His Rival will, in little fpace. 
Be undermin'd, in ev'ry place, 
If, to that Peace he condefcends. 
Which, his Friend feeming Foe intends, 
( And, who will prove, at laft, much rather 
A Step-fire, then a Holy-Father. 

For, then, that Ofspring of the Woulfe, 
Will, on the City in the Gulf, 
Great mifchiefs bring : Next, by his crafts. 
Divide, and break, thofe Sheaves, and Shafts, 
Through Europe ; by whofe Leagues, you fee. 
His Proje£ls unfuccefsfull be ; 
And, by whofe Unity, that Flood 
Of G o G and M A G O G , is withftood, 
Which, elfe, long fmce, had broken in. 
And worfe then Noah's Deluge bin. 

But, Remedies may be forefeen, 
Which, e're thofe mifchiefs intervene 
That are defign'd, will fruitlefs make 
Their Counfells ; all their Engins break. 
And, make the Pitfall and the S^tare 
Catch thofe, who did the fame prepare. 
For, if the C U P of Fornications, 
Which hath inchanted Kings and Nations, 
Hath not caroufed been fo long. 
That ; for all Charms it grows too ftrong, 

He 
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He, whom they ftile, the Chrijlian King, 

Will, with that Name, embrace the Thing 

Relating to it : (Thereby, finde 

That, they, whofe ruine is defign'd. 

Are his Chief Strength) and, then, to thofe 

Unite himfelf, who ftiall oppofe 

The Whore, the Dragon, and the Beaji, 

Which are, in three, one Antichrijl : 

That, fo, the Kingdonte, and the Doome, 

Long look'd for (to his joy) may come. 

But, thofe Occajions, if he lofe, 

Which Providence will, then, propofe. 

In his own Bowels, there will breed 

A Gangreve, whereon will fucceed 

His Neighbours Fate ; and give him, there, 

His Portion, where his Interefts are. 

The ye.2.x, fix hundred Jixty fix, 
A period, to the Beajl, will fix. 
If numbred from that time, in which 
He rofe, unto his higheft pitch. 
The next preceding thoufand years. 
The time of Sathans Bands, declare, 
Who, when the Lord, of life, was flain 
(And, Rome did to her height attain) 
Reftrained was, from bringing in 
The Man, and M Y S T E R Y, of Sin, 
For fo long fpace (though, in the dark. 
It, fooner, did begin, to work) 
But, when 'Ca.&tfet time, was expir'd. 
The Birth was born, which, he defir'd ; 
EVn, that Impoftor, which hath, here. 
Now reign'd above _/?[«• hundred yeere , 
Since he got loofe ; whofe chain, did laft 
Untill the thoufandth year was paft. 

Both 
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Both thefe twofutnms, in one, contain 
The joint, and the divided Reign, 
Of bloody Rome, from her Dedenjion, 
And Antichrist's, from his Afcention 
Into God's Throne : And, both their Fal/s 
Are fliewn, in their own Numeralls, 
Without a wrefted valuation, 
Without difordred computation, 
And, without adding, or omij/ion, 
A doubling, or a tranfpojition, 
Of any Letter. So, (hy that 
Accompt, whereby our Deeds we date) 
About One thou/and thirty four. 
The Beaji did, firft, receive his Pow'r ; 
And, lofe it fliall, upon, or neer. 
The thoufandth and /even hundredth yeer : 
Which makes, fince firft he took his Seat, 
Six hundred Jixtie fix, compleat ; 
And, is ^efum, which doth contain, 
The, whole, continuance of his Reign. 

Let thofe, that can receive it, heed 
This Myftery, and, give it creed. 
As it fliall merit ; for, to you. 
Though it may feem as vain, as new, 
It will not prove, to be fo fleight. 
Or, fuch a whimficall Conceit, 
As thofe, which groundlefs Fancy frames 
From Titles, Attributes, or Names; 
And, whereof, Wit makes Antichrijis, 
When, and of whomfoe're, it lifts. 

E're that day comes, you will behold 
Such Changes, as no Age, of old, 
Did ever fee ; and, year by year. 
Strange Novelties will ftill appear ; 

Some 
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Some mixt, and of a various make ; 
Medlies, compofd of white and black, 
Of truth, and fallhood, wit, and folly, 
Of facred things, of things unholy ; 
And, fome fo plaufible contriv'd 
( With paint, and fhadows unperceiv'd) 
As would (if poflible) beguile 
Th' Ele£l : yea, they (hall for a while. 
Make many flip. Yet, thefe, muft come 
And (though offenfive unto fome) 
Shall, at the laft, Expedietits be, 
To make Dijfenters , more agree. 

There is, already, fpreading forth 
A Generation, from the North, 
Eaft, Weft, and Southward, who profefs 
Simplicity, and holinefs, 
Not much to be reprov'd : if, on 
The Rightjide, them you look upon ; 
Nor well to be allow'd, if, they 
Intend, what fome among them fay : 
For, if the truth of them be fam'd. 
They, are our Levellers, new nam'd ; 
Or, els, th' old Cynicks, in a mode 
Newly difguif 'd, are come abroad. 
To perfonate, in her excefs , 
Pride, with a fliew of lowlinejs. 
For, he that's proud, (and cannot be 
By other means, fo great, as he 
That is thQgreateJi) may with thefe. 
As proudly, as Diogenes, 
The Pomp of greateft men deride. 
And, tread on Alexanders pride ; 
yet, in their fullen Cynick way. 
Be twice as proud, perhaps, as they. 

But 
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But my intent is to declare, 
What they may be ; not what they are. 

Th&w goings out, are not with force, 
Either oi armed Foot , or Horfe, 
Neither with Multitude, or Power 
Externall ; but, by three or four, 
Or two at once : Who, taking on 
A Garb and fpeech, which few or none 
Allow of (fave themfelves) negleft 
All thofe expreflions of refpeSl, 
Which are in ufe, to reprefent 
A perfonall dijlinguijkment, 
Whether it in relation be 
To Wealth, Age, Office, or Degree. 

For this aufterenefs, the Precife 
Diflike them ; them, the Rich defpife ; 
The Proud, their manners doe deride. 
As not complying with their pride; 
The Covetous, they much difpleafe. 
And, all that love luxurious eafe; 
Which, doth beget them many foes, 
Reproach, Imprifonments, and blowes : 
Yet, Patiently they doe proceed, 
As if they did nor greatly heed 
Nor minde it : And, proceed they will 
Their Work, and Errand to fuUfiU : 
Wherein, the Beft, may witnefs beare 
Againft the world f'yea, and I fear 
Againft themfelves ) if well they heed 
What admonitions they doe need. 
And, when that they have walk'd their Round, 
And ftood their time, it will be found, 
That, though fome, under their difguife 
S^pvedid fcandals, and preach blafphemies, 

Which 
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Which, for a while, obftruft thofe ends. 

That, Providence, by them, intends ) 

It will, to Prudent men, appear, 

That,^^«^j, unto this Age, they are, 

Of Things, which will, hereafter, more 

Confider'd be, then heretofore ; 

As were fome AdlionSy which, of old, 

The World did, with contempt, behold. 

When, they gave true fignification. 

Of what befell that Generation. 

And, though that fome, of thefe, affay, 

To take the wholfome Rules away. 

Of Faith, and Life, in hope to finde 

Ch r I s t, formed in thQir/elfifli tninde. 

Without the Wo R D ; A Fierie-triall 

Will give, at laft, a flat deniall. 

To their falfe hopes ; Their own Work bum , 

To nothing ; Make them back return. 

To Truths Foundation ; Or, elfe, leave them 

To thofe Delufions , which deceive them. 

Wait, therefore, on each Difpenfation, 
With Chriftian meeknefs, moderation. 
And charity : For, Time, will (how 
Whether, they be of G O D , or no ; 
How much of their defigne, is evill ; 
How much oifelf, or, of the Devill: 
And, men, thus tempred, fhall not need 
To fear th' Events, that will fucceed. 
Till they are greater haters grown. 
Of thefe mens faults, then of their own. 

Lights, from obfcurity, will blaze. 
Of other kinds ; which, though they'le caufe 
Divifions, ( and imperfeft be, ) 
Will help Times future, how to fee 

Some 
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Some Truths, conceal'd ; and, lead the fight> 
Gradatitn, to the nobleft Light; 
If, of thofe/^^ Gleams, men beware. 
Which, will, by Flajhes, here and there, 
Break out, among them. Some, are fuch. 
As neither help, nor hinder, much ; 
But, are like thofe, which, many think. 
They doe behold, when hard they wink ; 
Or, like to thofe we view, fometime. 
Glare out of rotten wood, oxjlime. 
Some, like nofturnall wandring Fires, 
(Which lead men into Pits and Mires ) 
Will oft appear ; and, may doe harm : 
But, we, againft them, have a Charm ; 
And, they, who will, well know them may ; 
For, they appear not, in the day ; 
And, if men heed it, they fhall finde 
Such, alwaies, leave ^iftinke behinde. 

The time, now, feemeth neer, likewife. 
When, they, on whom C A I N's curfe yet lies, 
Will make fome Trialls, how they may. 
To their long-failing hopes, make way. 
For, now, that Evening draweth on. 
Wherein, they to and fro, Ihall run. 
Like Doggs, about the C I T I E wall, 
(As was foretold^ and grin, and bawle, 
Becaufe, they have no Revelation, 
To fatisfie their expeftation : 
And, G O D , to pafs, is bringing, now, 
A nobler Work, (for ought we know) 
Then they defign : And, fome of them. 
Will fit, for that Jerufalem 
They look not after : Yea, perchance. 
What they would marre, they fhall advance 

And, 
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And, when a carnall reft is fought, 

Finde that, to which they ftiould be brought. 

For, ('though they are difperft among 
The Nations, and have wandred long 
In much contempt^ preferv'd they were 
For fomewhat, which, time will declare 
When that day comes. Perhaps, thofe things, 
Which David, in their per/on fings. 
Of their undated defolation, 
Will bring them to confideration, 
That, all their Tokens are bereft ; 
That, they have not one Prophet left ; 
Nor any Prophecies, that give 
Affurance, of what they believe ; 
Or promife, that, GOD, will reftore 
Their Nation, as oft, heretofore. 
When they had fmn'd : And, that, the crime. 
For which they fuffer fo long time, 
Is, fome fault, of a deeper die. 
Then either their Idolatrie, 
Or, all their ancient Crimes ; yea, that 
The Sin which makes them defolate, 
Muft be \hefale, and crucifying 
Of him, who, for their ranfome dying. 
Foretold the Plague, in which is neer 
Compleatedy?]y^^^« hundred yeer ; 
And, wherein, they Ihall ftill abide, 
Till they confeffe whom, they denide. 
For, though their Law, they never better 
Obferv'd, according to the Letter, 
Then they have done, fmce him they kild, 
By whom, alone, it was fulfild ; 
Their legall fervice, to their Curfe 
Still adds, and daily makes it worfe. 

Yet 
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Yet, Tome, may, under this Reje£lion, 
Be ObjeSls, of divine EkSlion, 
(As I beleeve ) And, who can tell 
When, God, fhall pleafed be, to feal 
Twelve times twelve thoufands, of the Race 
Of Ifr'el, by a ftamp of Grace f 
( And, when to make up, he fhall pleafe. 
The Gentiles fulnefs) but, that thefe 
Shall muftred be, and called thither. 
Where thofe, EleSi, mufl meet together ; 
Who are to aft ^aXfinall doome, 
Which, on his greatejl Foe, muft come ? 
( And, who can tell, but, that by thofe. 
At whofe reje£lion, we were chofe. 
To witnefs againfk their offence, 
( And, whofe preferving, ever fmce. 
Confirms our Faith) may ufefuU prove. 
To fet forth his impartiall love, 
Who fuffers all, afide to goe. 
That, he, to all, might mercy fhow ? 
If fo ; he's bleft, whom, God, then makes 
So wife, that, neither he partakes 
In their, deferv'd, Infattiation, 
Nor doth obftruft their Rejiauration. 

Some, feem to fear, that, if the Jews, 
(And, others too^ who may abufe. 
That Liberty, fhould, in this Nation, 
Obtain, their wifh'd for, tolleration. 
They, peradventure, thereby might 
Eradicate the Truth, outright ; 
And, furely, whofoe're intends, 
That Freedome, for fmifter ends, 
( Or, without Cautions, would thereby 
Infringe his own fecurity : 

B But, 
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But, Trut}i% prevailing, none needs doubt, 
Where fhe hath Rome to fight it out ; 
For, moft refin'd and ftrong, fhe grows, 
When fhe is hem'd about with Foes. 

No thought (much lefs a Refolution) 
Have I, to force, by perfecution, 
Religious duties : yet, I may, 
Both juftly think, and fafely fay. 
That, if Exile, and Forfeits too, 
On him, with us, who fhould forgoe 
His Chrijlian Faith, impbfed were, 
Thofe Penalties, were not fevere. 
For, if the way, which he then chufes. 
Be fafer, then what he refufes. 
He buyes it, at an eafie Rate, 
With lefs of Country, and EJlate ; 
And, if he changeth Good for Bad, 
He, juflly, forfeits all he had. 

Were that Provifion made ; not many 
Would, on thofe terms, be Jews, if any. 
But, neither fews, nor Turks, are worfe 
Then Hypocrites : No greater Curfe 
Can their admifTion, hither, bring. 
Then doth, from their Contagion, fpring. 
Who, to be Chrijlians, doe profefs ; 
And, are, in manners, nothing lefs. 

Whofe, is the greater Blafphemie ? 
His, who denies CHRIST'S Deitie, 
Or Incarnation, with his tongue. 
And, doth him fome defpitefull wrong, 
Externally } ( meerly, perchance. 
Through blindnefs, and, through ignorance ;) 
Or, rather his, whofe heart denieth 
Him, with whom he, in words, complieth .' 

What 
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What Heathens, Jeivs, or Turks, can be 
So peftilentiall, as is he (place ? 

Who, preacheth CHRIST, from place to 
Who, boafteth of his faving- Grace? 
Who, doth profefs him, to be good ? 
Who, hath his Raiment, and his food 
By that Profeffion ? Who, doth praife 
His Love, his Precepts, and his Waies, 
Yet, in his life, himfelf doth fhew 
Worfe then a Pagan, Turk, or Jew f 

Beleeve it ; till reform'd we are 
In Manners, we might, rather, fear 
The Jeivs admiflion, will our fliame 
Much more illuftrate, and our blame, 
Then harm us otherwayes ; or, more 
Obdure their hearts, then heretofore, 
But, that, a Poiv'r, above men fits, 
Which, out of Darknes, Light begets. 

Moft Chrijiian Nations, doe pretend, 
To feek their Weal; and, to that end, 
Make daylie prayers : (yea, fome, too, 
This duty, with fincerenefs, doe) 
But, he 's an Hypocrite, who fayes, 
That, he, for their Converfion prayes , 
Yet, thereunto, no means affords, 
Save, only, formall, empty, words. 

More then moft Nations, we are thought. 
Their Rejlauration to have fought. 
They, alfo, thereof, notice take, 
Yet, when they come, a proof to make, 
Of our fincerity ; Lo, we 
Grow fearfull, what th' events may be. 
But, in due feafon, G O D, I truft. 
Will render us, as wife, andjuft, 

B 2 As 



17 



Vaticinia Poetica. 

As wary ; and, direflion give 

To A£l, as well as to beleeve, 

What he requires ; left, we abufe 

Our /elves ; take Jefuites for Jews, 

And Runagadoes, from our Creed, 

To be the ancient Hebrew-feed ; 

Or, elfe, fhut up our hearts to thofe. 

To whom, our foul more Mercy owes : 

For, fuch, as truly are defcended 

From Jacob (though they have offended ) 

Are to be look'd upon, as men, 

Who may be reconcil'd agen. 

They, though rejected, are a Natioti, 
Who claim a right in that Creation, 
Which we poffefs : At lead, to Live, 
A right, by Nature, they receive, 
That, ought not to be rendred void, 
Left, G O D 's Fore-purpofe be deftroi'd. 
He, hath difperft them, here and there, 
That, we might not prefume, hnt fear ; 
And, of that Grace, be mindfuU made. 
Which we, by their RejeSlion, had : 
But, if all Countries, where they be 
Should (as they might, as well as wee) 
Deny them an Abiding-place, 
Where fhould they iinde the means of grace ? 
Where fhould they live the life of Nature, 
The Birth-right, of each living Creature f 
How, by our Mercy, fliall they gain 
That Mercy, which, in words, we fain 
To further ? Which way, fhall we fliow 
That Love, which, unto them, we owe. 
For their Fore-Fathers fake, by whom 
Salvation, unto us, did come ? 

Or 
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Or, how, to them, fhall that fucceed, 
Which, Providence hath fore-decreed ? 

They, Hke to C A I N , are mark'd out fo, 
That, (though abhor'd, where e're they goe) 
They are preferv'd ; and have aboad 
(Ev'n by the Common Grace of G o D ) 
In fev'ral places, not a few. 
For which, they owe no thank to you ; 
Nor much to them, with whom they dwells 
Becaufe, their Souls, or Bodies, weal 
Moves litttle, with their Entertainers, 
Save, when, by them, they may be gainers. 
But, being neither Pro, nor Con, 
In things, by others, to be done : 
M.Y private judgment having fliown, 
I'le leave each Reader to his own. 

God's Works, with Clouds, are vail'd about, 
Deep, high, (yea, paft our finding out ; 
And, many things, he hath to doe. 
To make his paffage thereunto ; 
Which, to unriddle, 'twill be hard, 
Becaufe, myfterioufly declar'd, 
By Glimerings only, to our eyes, 
Our Faith, and Hope, to exercife. 
Which, elfe, would fail ; and, to provide 
Againft the puffings up, of Pride. 
For, Revelations, when moft clear, 
Of fuch a Ghojlly nature are, 
( And, that, which fhould be underftood, 
By them, is, \ia.toJle/h and blood. 
So hardly taught^ that, few can fee 
Their certainty, though true they be. 

I cannot fpeak, what I conceive. 
Nor utter that, which I beleeve, 

B 3 Yet, 
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Yet, I conceive, beleeve, and mark. 
Enough to guide me through the dark, 
Without dejpair: And, my forefight 
Difcernes, by Raies, which give true light. 
That, e're G O D's Work effeft fliall take. 
He, will, by fev'rall Changes, Ihake 
Thrones, Potv'rs, and Scepters, to break down 
Thofe Kingdomes, which oppofe his own : 
That, likewife, he Ihall bring to nought 
All things, that humane Wit, hath taught : 
Yea, all that holinefs, in which 
The Carnall Gofpeller feems rich ; 
And, bring a Generation in, 
Which, all things will, anew, begin 
(Save that Foundation, which muft ftand, 
Till there is neither Sea, nor Land.) 

The Life, w* hath lain hid with CHRIST, 
Shall then, in us, be manifeft. 
To mortifie, and take away 
That life of Sinne, which, to this day, 
Hath been upheld ; Infufe that Light, 
Which makes a Day, without a Night ; 
And, which fliall not, as it hath done. 
Need either Star, or Moon, or Sun. 
Our Outward, and our Inward parts, 
Our Will, and Longings of our hearts, 
It fliall renew ; renew our Birth, 
Our Governments, the Heav'ns, the Earth ; 
Yea, make all new, and, as a Scrowl, 
Wrap up all old things, in a Roll. 

In order thereunto, our eies 
Have, lately, feen a Prince arife, 
His entrance making through great Floods 
Of water ; through unlikelyhoods, 

And 
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And Difficulties, which no hand, 

But his, who made both Sea and Land, 

Could have remov'd : And, though his Foes, 

Doe multiply ; Though, malice grows 

Implacable, and many aime. 

To turn his Glory into fhame ; 

He is receiv'd, by other fome. 

With Love and Honor, as one come, 

And, fent, by Providettce, from Heav'n, 

To make the Dales, and Mountains, ev'n ; 

To countenance, prote6l, and fhrowd 

The Meek , and Righteous , from the Proud ; 

Their Rights and Freedoms , to reftore. 

To thofe that were oppreft, and poor ; 

And, Introdudlions to prepare. 

For things, which doe not, yet, appear : 

And, doubtles, if he (hall ****** 

Hie deeji multum. 

More had been f aid ; but, fome begin. 
Already, both to jeer, and grin. 
Thais worfe, which was exceeding bad : 
They that were foolifh, are grown mad : 
Truth, is lefs favoured, then Lies : 
To be known honeft , or thought wife. 
Is dangerous ; and, he bejl thrives. 
Who, no man trufieth, or beleeves ; 
And, can, by falf diffembling fhows. 
Hide that, which he beleevs, or knows : 
I fee it ; and, amflricken dumb ; 
From 'twixt my finger and my thumb. 
My Penne is fall' n : 'Tis alfo Night, 
And, I had rather fleep, then write. 



If, 
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If, therefore, you defirous grow , 
To learn the reft, ask them that know 
What others think, and p leafed are. 
To fpeak to them, who will not hear : 
For, having heard, what will befall 
To him, who tells his Mare a tale ; 
To cool my broth, my breath Fie keep. 
And, try to fing my felf afleep. 



SONG 



MY Soul, come liften to my Charms : 
And, now Ihe refts betwixt mine arms, 
Sound out, yee everlafiifig Spheres, 
That Mufick, which no mortall hears : 

And, whilft thereto, my Tongue forth fings 
Thofe calm, and bleffed Requiems, 
Which, this depraved World contemns, 
Thy felf, my difcompofed heart. 
New-tune (in Confort ) to bear part. 

With them, upon her quav' ring firings. 

Though all things in confufion be ; 
Though, from corruption none are free, 
Why Ihould our Bowels yerne, or pant ? 
What need we fear ? What can we want. 

Which we, by reafon, would enjoy ? 
No rifing, or dechning Star, 
Our blifjTe, can either make, or mar ; 
No influence, of Moon or Sun, 
Or, ought omitted, or mifdone, 

OviX peace, or fafety, can deftroy. 

Look 
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Look up, to that befpangled Skie, 
So bright, fo fpacious, and fo high : 
A higher Orbe, thofe Orbes contains, 
Where my Redeemer, lives and reigns ; 

To him, by contemplation, mount, 
By him, Hopes Anchor, caft, and weigh ; 
On him, by Faith, firm holdfaft lay ; 
With him., by Love, thy felf unite ; 
Through him, eftablifli thy delight ; 

And, of him, make thy chief account. 



Then, from that height, thine eyes down caft, 
On all things, which on Earth are plac't ; 
(Ev'n on the braveft of thofe things, 
Which are the pride, and joy of Kings) 

And, on thofe Bugbears, which men dread : 
And, when thou findeft, what they prove, 
(How worthlefs of thy Fear, or Love^ 
Thou may'ft, with confident repofe, 
Ly down, alone, where all thy Foes, 

Their Banners, have againft thee fpread. 



Sleep, then ; for, all, thofe windes that blow, 

And blufter round about thee fo. 

Into a calm, will either turn, 

Or, breath away, at laft, ^yith fcorne, 

And, prove but/«j|^, to be defpis'd. 
Sleep ; for, thofe goodly feeming Gaudes, 
Which thou admired' ft, are \)\xt fhades. 
That, in a moment, will be gone, 
And, worthy, really, of none, 

But, Fools, or Madmen, to be priz'd. 

C Sleep ; 
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Sleep ; for, thofe earnejl Longings, which 
Diflurb'd thy Rejl, are but an Itch, 
Or, Dreamings, that will take their flight, 
As foon as Day removes the Night, 

Though, much account of them thou mak'ft. 
Sleep ; for thou neither /^^/y?, nor hear'Jl, 
Such Bears, or Lions, as thou fearft ; 
They are h\it fqueekittgs of fmall Mice, 
Or, niblings, of thofe Fleas, and Lice, 

W"'', will fall from thee, when thou wak'ft. 



And, you, who have difturbers bin, 
Of Rejl, without me, or within. 
Submit your felves to due controll : 
And, when, on my retired foul, 

A fweet refrefhing_/7^^, fhall feize, 
I, charge you, by the Powr of thofe 
Who guard th' Elefled from their Foes, 
{On penalty, of whatfoe're 
The damn'd Inf email Spirits fear) 

That, her, you wake not, till fhe pleafe. 



Give ear, oh, regardfully give ear 
What is timelie here expreffed relating 
to this Generation. 



To 
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To fill lip the following f pare pages, this 
Midnight Mufing of the Author 
is here added. 

(brought ; 

LAST Midnight, many things to minde were 
Amongft w"^ this that follows, came in thought. 

Now, mofi men are in Bed ; and, fo am I, 
(Employ'd in Mufings, whil'ft they fleeping lie) 
Why, may not, in our Graves, a diff 'rence be, 
As well as in our Beds, 'twixt them, and me. 
Which will my Soul, Infomewhat, a6live keep, 
Whil'ft, in the Bed of Death, my Flejh doth Heap ? 

Since, GOD, made all things ^(?c>(^; Whyentred in. 
Such enimies thereto, as Death, and Sinne ? 
Why, is the World, fo over-fpread with evill ? 
Why, is there not, a G O D , without a Devill, 
As in Eternity, e're Time began ? 
Or, wherfore, feeing G o D created Man 
In pureft, and in perfe6l Innocence, 
prevail'd it not, to keep him from offence ? 
And, why, fo long as Time lafts, fhall there be 
Such warre, betwixt the two Seeds, as we fee ? 

Some Ji^^K^y^^j, within me, to thefe Thoughts te.'^Y^:^.■, 
Th' Eternal Wifdome, did this means provide, 
To make the Infinitenefs of his Nature, 
So farr forth knowable, unto his Creature, 
That it might love him, and, enjoy Communion 
With him, in an unfeparable Union, 
By having reall proofs, in Time and Place, 
Of his eternall Righteoufnes, and Grace : 
Which could not be effeded, but, by giving 
A reafonadle pow'r, with Rules of Living, 

C 2 Upon 
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Upon Condition, fafe and eafie made, 

By what, his Mercy, thereunto fhould add ; 

Except, he ftiould have made him to excell 

Thofe Angells, that, both flood in Grace, and/^/// 

Which, had been, to have made him of a Nature, 

So far beyond the Limits of a Creature, 

That , at the Moment, wherein firft begun 

Mans Being, he, with God, fhould have been One. 

Which, was a Dignitie (though preordain'd 

Eternally) to be, by man, obtain'd 

Another way ; whereby, it being known, 

What Attributes were God's, and what his own. 

The Love and Union, which, from thence fhould flow, 

Would, to perfeSlion, anfwerable grow. 

Betwixt the/tipreme Creature, and his MAKER, 
There cannot be a Mean ; or, a Partaker 
In Supreme Power ; neither, can there ought 
Below the God-Head, pofTibly be brought 
Into Exijlence, which, a Pow'r can have, 
To make it o^nfelf; or, it felf to fave 
From lofmg of that Being : But, by loving 
His Maker ; and, by faithfully improving 
Thofe Talents he receiv'd : wherein, the G I V E R 
Hath, alfo promifed to each Receiver, 
Concurring aid, both to beleeve, and Doe, 
What he requires ; and, will perform it, too, 
In ev'ry foul, that fwerveth not afide, 
Through y^^«^, malice, wilfullnefs, or Pride. 

As had the Angells, Maji had pow'r to chufe 
The Good way, and the Evill, to refufe : 
And, had the felf fame bleffed means of Grace 
Which thofe Good Angells had, that kept their place. 
Two difadvantages, alone, he had. 
Whereto, no Angell was obnoxious made, 

Flesh, 



26 



Vaticinia Poetica. 

Flesh, and a T e m P t e r , for which G O D did 
To give, to Mankinde, two Advantages, (pleafe, 
Deni'd to Angells ; That is. Penitence ; 
And, One to fatisfie, for their offence : 
Who, from his fall hath rais'd Man, to be greater 
Then Angells : yea, and to a State that's better 
Then what he loft ; if he, again, abufe not 
His Talents, and renewed Grace refufe not. 

By making Man, and all things, as they were 
Firft made ; And, by his ordering, ev'ry where. 
Each Creature, in his Courfe, according to 
Thofe motions, wherein, naturally, they goe, 
The Jujiice, Love, and Wifdome, doth appear, 
Of him that moveth in the higheft Sphere. 
Thereby he, in fome meafure, is expreft ; 
And, could be no way elfe, made manifeft. 

For, as G O D , is, he, fully can of none 
Be known, or lov'd, but of hmfelf alone. 
Meer Senfe, to no mans underftanding brings 
The Notion of Intelligible things ; 
Nor, perfedlly, all thofe that come within 
Their own Orbe, till their knowledg, bought hath bin, 
By fome Privation. By the Night we know, 
Th^ Comforts of the Day. Our pains doe Ihow 
What Eafe and Pleafures are ; And, when we fhall 
Regain the Reafon, maymed by our Fall, 
It will, by ev'ry man, be underftood. 
That, as Go d , at the firft, made all things good. 
His Providence did likewife fo forecaft. 
That, ev'ry thing fhall turn to Good, at laft. 

Though, woe to them, by whom Offences come, 
They are Expedients, and there muft be fome. 
And will be, while the difagreeing Creature 
Is lab'ring in the Common Courfe of Nature. 

C 3 For 
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For, ev'ry diffring thing, conduceth to 

That, which their Wife-Difpofer means to doe. 

Virtues, and Vices ; things prophane, and holy ; 

Weaknefs, and Strength; true Wifdom & meer Folly; 

Hypocrifie, Sincerenes, Truth, and Lies, 

The moft abhorred of all Herefies ; 

Turks, Jews, and Pagans ; Martyrs, and Confejfors; 

Ev'n Rebells, Tyrants, Traytors, and Oppreffors ; 

Yea, and the Devills too, fhall help complete, 

In their defpight, the Work they would defeat ; 

And, as it was, before the World begun, 

God fhall be A l l in A l L, when A L L is done. 

Thus, cafually, to fill a vacant Rome, 
Thefe Midnight Mujings into words are come, 
Compoid in Jtajle ; which will (it may be) keep 
Some Readers, waking, wJten they thought tojleep. 
To meditate, upon that End and Ufe, 
W/tereto, fuch Thoughts, mojl properly conduce; 
And, learn, whil'Jl they amongjl Diforders dwell, 
To trujl in him, who Orders all things well 
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Three Private Meditations. 

[Hazlitt, No. 86.] 



Three Private 

MEDITATIONS, 

Which being, for the moft 
Part , of Publick Concernment , 
are therefore Publifhed, by their Author, 

Geo. Wither. 

The Firji, is, a Private Thanksgiving, con- 
fiding of three Hymns, whereby GOD is mag- 
nified for his Mercy vouchfafed in the late In- 
gagement between the Englijh and the Dutch, in 
June 1665. Compofed after Celebrating the 
Publick Thanksgiving commanded by the King. 

The Second, is a Sacrifice of Prai/e 8c Prayer, 
by him offered to Almighty GOD, for his pro- 
vidential refpe6l, to Him, his Wife and Chil- 
dren, during his Imprifonment in the difgrace- 
ful Goal of Newgate, when left deftitute of all 
ordinary means of fubfiftance, by being depri- 
ved both of his EJlate and Liberty. 

The Third, Intituled NIL ULTRA, 
is a Soliloquium, wherein this Author expreffes 
the improbability of an effeftual proceeding 
further, to prevent the Sins and Plagues increa- 
fing, by ought which he can offer to confide- 
ration. 

Re-printed in the Year, 1666. 



A Private 

THANK-OBLATION, 

Confifting of Three Hymns, 

Whereby Almighty GOD is magnified 
for his Mercy vouchfafed in the late In- 
gagement between the Englijh and the 
Dutch, in lune 1665. after Celebration 
of the Publick Thanksgiving command- 
ed by the King. 

Thefirjl Hymn, is a Preparatioon of the heart to 
tJie Duty intended. 

NOw, what to GOD's Praife belongs, 
I will fing in holy Songs ; 
Who fliall from his Hea-Jnly Quire, 
With {vii^Jlrains my heart infpire, 
That (though diftant) I and they 
Therein joyn together may : 
For, his influenced Grace 
Is not barr'd by Time or Place. 

2; 

Let his Rays of Light Divine, 
In me, and upon me fhine ; 
Let his Holy Spirit (hake 
Droufie flejh, till it (hall wake ; 

A 2 Touch 
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Touch my lips, unloofe my Tongue, 

That his Praifes may be fung ; 
For, till rouz'd up, from on high, 
Dark, and dull, and dumb am I. 

3- 

Humane words, cannot impart 

What GOD fpeaketh to my heart. 

Nor my faultring tongue declare 

All his Operations there ; 

Yet, I am compell'd fometimes, 

In plain Verfe, and broken Rimes, 
Thus, to ftammer out fuch things. 
As to me the Spirit brings. 

4- 

To extol what God hath done. 

Here, I mufing am alone ; 

And, do praife him in my heart 

For what none can claim a part : 

But, what to his praife belongs 

rie now fmg in vocal fongs ; 
And, will fo his praife declare. 
That, no man fhall therein fhare. 

T/tefecond Hymn, being an imperfe£l Narrative and 
ConfeJJion to Gods glory, of what he hath done for us 
in the late Ingagement ; how little we have meri- 
ted the mercies vouchfafed, and how merciful 
GOD hath been to both Nations. 

LORD, in npublick Meeting, I, this day 
Have joyn'd, a Sacrifice of thanks to pay ; 
And, being warmed at the common fire, 
(By what external notions could infpire^ 

To 
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To perfeft that which is begun, 

(And ought in duty to be done) 

I, now withdraw into my heart, 

To fpeak to thee, who therein art ; 

And learn, how, I may to thy praife. 

So fanflifie my words and wayes, 
That henceforth, they may more conduce unto 
Thy glory, then they heretofore could do. 

Oh ! let my Meditations be 

Made acceptable unto thee. 

2. 
For Viflory confer'd, we prais'd thy Name; 
We hear, owe foes have likewife done the fame. 
And doutlefs, whofoever loji or won, 
To thee, are praifes due for what is done ; 

Yea no lefs praife for what is lojl, 

Then that, for which we triumph moft ; 

The one o\xr pride may elevate. 

The other, humble us for that 

Which was mif-a£led, or mif-fpoke ; 

For, thou, who heed of both haft took, 
So gracioufly, oh Lord, hafl fhar'd betwixt 
Both Nations fweet with bitter intermixt. 

That, no man, this day duly keeps. 

Save he, who ^tx€va. Jings and weeps. 

3- 
For all Tranfa£lions , which concern in grofs 
Q\xx publick, or o\xx private gain or lofs, (bring, 

(And which unto our knowledge, fame doth 
Well-weigh'd) gives caufe, no lefs to weep then 

The good fucceffes we have had, {f-ng. 

Abate fome fears, to make us glad ; 

The hopes, which thofe events do give 
(Of what we willingly believe) 

A3 So 
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So high our expeSlations rear, 

As if we were above all fear. 
But, when we hear the many Lamentations 
For lofs of Limbs, Lives, and belov'd Relations, 

To fadne/s all our yoy it turns, 

And he who much rejoyced, mourns. 

4 
A final Conquejl is not yet obtain'd ; 
That, rarely with one ViSlory is gain'd : 
For, they who lofe at firft, at laft may win. 
By mending /««/if J, with which they did begin. 
And they who did a£ firft prevail, 
Find, oftentimes, their hopes to fail : 
Becaufe to trujllefs things they truft. 
Or elfe, employ to feed their Lufl:, 
That which thy Majefiy intends 
Should flrengthen them to better ends. 
When, therefore moft ViSlorious we appear. 
Let us rejoyce, but with a trembling fear ; 
Left, when the rowling wheel fhall turn, 
We who rejoyce, find caufe to mourn. 

S- 
Thou art but little pleas'd (if ought at all) 
To fee us triumph, when our foes do fall ; 
Efpecially, when they (though ours they be) 
Are thy known enemies, no more then we. 

To be our GOD, we thee profefs ; 

They (to our knowledge) do no lefs. 

We fay, our truft is in thy Name ; 

They may as truly, fay the fame. 

Their fins are many ; we are fure 

(Or may be) that ours are not fewer. 
We have not yet, our hopes at full enjoy'd ; 
Nor are their expe£latiom quite deftroy'd ; 

To 



A Private Thank-Oblation. 

To praife thee therefore, we and they, 
Are equally oblig'd this day. 

6. 
We fay the Dutch to us ingrateful be ; 
Our Confcience tells us we are fo to thee. 
They with our Nation cruelly have dealt ; 
Our inhumanity thy Saints have felt. 

Their Avarice makes them opprefs ; 

/// husbandry and idlenefs, 

Have made our wayes as grievous prove, 

To thofe who feek for peace in love. 

And we, and they, purfue the courfe, 

Moft likely to make bad things worfe. 
Then, Lord, which of us juftly can expeft 
That our Contefts (hould have a good effeft .'' 

Or, that the one fhould have a place 

Above the other in thy Grace "i 

7- 
Had it fo pleafed thee, thou at Hr^ijhock 
Both Earthen Pitchers mightft have juftly broke ; 
But they (as if they had been made of leather) 
Are only bruis'd, by being knock'd together : 
Which, in meer love to us and them. 
Thou didft vouchfafe to give us time. 
With more advifement to take heed, 
What, by Contention, will fucceed ; 
Left both before their Quarrels end, 
Be broke Wkepots, which none can mend. 
Lord, were there but that Mercy, and no more, 
In that which we pretend to praife thee for. 
It merits from this and that Nation, 
An everlafting Thank-Oblation. 



For 
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8. 
For, in this Mercy, unto both extended. 
Are very many Mercies comprehended, 
So complicated, one within another, 
And, to thy Judgments linked fo together, 

That, if we could be brought to learn. 

How, they both Nations do concern ; 

To what each Judgment doth direft. 

What every Mercy might effeft ; 

What we fhould feek, what we fhould fhun, 

And, what ought timely to be done ; 
The wifeft men among us could not tell 
Whether thofe things which us have pleafed wel. 

Or, that which grieves us moft, fhall beft 

Thy Loving-kindnefs manifeft. 

9- 
The Trophies, which moft men delight to raife. 
As teftimonies of a thankful Praife, 
For what thou daign'ft, are but a medly mirth. 
Of 'whoMova. Jimples mixt with courfeft earth ; 

Or, with fuch noifom weeds as grow 

Upon dunghils here below, 

That to thy noftrils and thine eyes, 

OHentwe fumings vaporize. 

Which do provoke thine Anger more. 

Than many Errors heretofore : 
And that which for thine Honour fome pretend, 
Is for their own praife, or a bafer end ; 

Either to fatisfie their Lufl, 

Or, praife falfe gods, in which they truft. 

lO. 

My GOD, look not feverely upon this. 

Or on ought elfe that hath been done amifs ; 

For 
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For no Oblation can from us proceed, 
Which will deferve a favourable heed. 

Some of our Offerings, now and then^ 

May beneficial be to men. 

Or, to thy Saints on earth extend. 

If we confer them to that end 

For which they feem to be beftown, 

(And in their welfare, feek our own :) 
But, to advantage thee, the preciouft thing, 
Which, we to pleafe, or to appeafe can bring. 

Adds nothing : though thou pleafed art, 

With what comes from a faithful heart. 
II. 
Be mindful ftill, that we zx&flejh and blood, 
Whence nothing can expefted be that's good, 
Till by his Crofs it fhall be mortifi'd. 
Who, to redeem it from corruption, dy'd. 

Remember whereof we are made ; 

That ev'n the beft of us are bad ; 

Our feeming fanftified joyes, 

Uncomly a6lions and rude noife. 

Which make thy beft beloved forry, 

Inftead of adding to thy glory. 
Oh ! let hereof, a free unfain'd confeffion, 
(A burnt Oblation made by true contrition. 

And, hallow'd by Chrijls blood) purge hence. 

All that which gives to thee offence. 
12. 
The more thou fhalt inlarge our wealth and power ; 
Our felves, let us lay down fo much the lower ; 
And, rather ufe them to unite together 
In love, then in deftroying one another. 

He, in the beft mode gives thee praife, 

Who ordereth aright his ivayes ; 

B Who 
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Who, juftifies thee in thy will, 

By thereunto conforming ftill ; 

And brings to thee a contrite heart, 

Afcribing thereto no defert : 
This is, moft gracious GOD, afacrifice, 
Which thou didft never (never wilt) defpife ; 

And, fuch 2,facrifice, I pray 

Make that which I prefent this day 

13- 
Unfaigned thanks my heart returns to thee, 
For that, which thou haft done, wliat eWe it be , 
Againji, ox for us : hearty thanks we owe 
Both for what thou withholdft, and doft beftow. 

Profperity is no true fign 

Who is a Favourite of thine ; 

Nor any one doft thou rejeft. 

Whom frequently thou doft corredl, 

Unlefs he be more wilful far 

Then frail, as very many are ; 
And whether thou doft give us wounds, or heal. 
It will at laft conduce unto our weal. 

If we, (but as we may) perfever 

In contributing our endeaver. 

14. 
Two of thy greateft Plagues on us now lie ; 
The third is threatned, and feems very nigh : 
Thy other Judgfuents alfo fcatred are (where, 

So thick, through thefe three Kingdoms ev'ry- 

That, by them, very few or none. 

Have fcaped, being feiz'd upon ; 

Or, being pincht, in what relates 

Unto their Perfons or Eflates : 

Yet, Jin doth moft men fo befot, 

As if thy frowns they feared not ; 

And 
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And, are more zealous others to deftroy, 
Then, of the means their own peace to enjoy. 

A madnefs, which worfe plagues procures, 

Than Peftilential Calentures. 

15- 
Arife, O GOD, advance thy Throne on high ; 
Thy felf, letjthine'^oww aSlings glorifie. 
Thy Juftice and thy Mercy fo unite, 
That' they may honour thee in all mens fight. 
Rebuke thofe who/delight in War, 
And to thy Saints myxx\o\xs are : 
Give Peace to thofe "who Peace afifeft. 
And them from all their foes protect, 
That Righteoufnefs and Peace may hither 
Return, and here ftill reign together. 
Thy foes are now become exceeding ftrong ; 
Thy coming therefore, Lord, defer not long. 
But, / have done ; for thou with pow'r 
Art coming, and wilt keep thine hour. 
1 6. 
Dear GOD, this i^ztty facrifice of mine, 
Was took out of a Treafury of thine, 
And, of mine own, I nought can thereto add. 
Except my fieart, which from thee too, I had : 
Kept to thy felf, now let that be. 
And never left again to me ; 
Or wander thither, where it may 
Unto the world be made a prey ; 
Or, by the temptings of the Devil, 
Be drawn unto the love of evil ; 
Then this (and that, which I have heretofore, 
Topraife thee offer'd) thee ^dXpraife much more. 
Than many things, done, heard, and told, 
In Temples deckt with Silk and Gold. 

B2 The 
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The third Hymn, proceeds to a thankful Illujlration 
of GOD's deferved Praife, by acknowledging his 
Almightinefs ; his obferving what hath beett 
openly andfecretly done in every part of tlie World, 
by both the faid Nations, and that no praife is 
juflly due, to either of us, but fhame rather, for 
ought performed in the faid Ingagement. 

MOft Almighty LORD ofHoafls, 
High ProteSlor of our Coafts, 
Who command'ft, as thou doft pleafe, 
Fire and Water, Earth and Seas ; 
Who lookft down from Heav'n, upon 
All that here on Earth is done. 
And furvey'ft her darkeft parts, 
Ev'n the Crannies of mens hearts. 

2. 

Thou beheldft the Preparations 
Of thefe wilful Neighbouring Nations ; 
Thou haft heard what they have fpoken, 
Heeded what fuch words betoken ; 
Thou haft fearch'd out their Defigns, 
With what thereto them inclines. 

And knowft whether of the two 

Is the worft, if one be fo. 

3- 
Thou obferveft what was done. 
Not in Africa alone, 
Or both Indies ; but what was 
Done likewife in ev'ry place : 
Why the Englifh and the Dutch 
Are divided now fo much : 

What 
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What is falfe, with what is true ; 
And to which moft blame is due. 

4- 
Thou remembreft what Relations 
Have been long between thefe Nations, 
What ProfeJJions to each other 
They did make when knit together ; 
Yea, what they profeft to thee. 
Which now feems forgot to be, 

As if they were not fuch men, 

Or fuch Chrijlians now, as then. 

5- 
To prevent what is begun. 
Much, by thee, was timely done ; 
But, their Avarice and Pride 
Them did more and more divide. 
To f elf -will ^ey did adhere. 
Like men without wit ox fear ; 

So thou leftft them both to do 

What they were enclin'd unto. 
6. 
Then with Streamers and with Flags, 
Foolijh vaunts axvAfhamelefs brags, 
They weigh'd Anchors from the fhoar. 
Which by fome was feen no more ; 
And, with an unchriftin a rage, 
'Gainft each other did engage ; 

Fire and Water, in that hour, 

Striving which fliould moft devour. 

7- 
Dread of Death, that man amazes ; 
Noife, and fmoke, and fudden blazes 
This man blinds, and deafneth fo, 
That he knows not Friend from Foe. 

B 3 Some 
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Some are flain by their own Tools ; 
Wife-men fpeed as ill as Fools : 

Here a Valiant Souldier dies, 

There a Coward fprawling lies. 
8. 
Loud the thundring Guns did roar, 
Sails, and Majls, and Keels were tore ; 
Ships were either fplit or fir'd ; 
Mat by thoufands there expir'd ; 
This man fmks, and that man fwims ; 
Some efcap'd with lofs of limbs. 

But to whether bed befel. 

Thou alone, O Lord, canft tell. 

9- 

Yiorx\^ fights, zxid. founds without, 
Them affaulted round about, 
Which, in fome, did thoughts begin, 
That rais'd greater Frights within ; 
And, though wounds did grieve them fore, 
That tormented them much more ; 

For their pains none can declare, 

Who in ^mV wounded are. 

lO. 

This we know that thou art juft, 
As is ev'ry thing thou doll : 
Thou art kind, and lov'ft fo well. 
That by woundings thou doft heal. 
Thou art wife, and afteft fo, 
That we thereby wife might grow ; 

And by what was lately done, 

Might new Mercies be begun. 
II. 
Not to Us, LORD, for the fame. 
Be the praife, but to thy Name : 

Unto 
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Unto us, for what was done, 
Nought belongs, h\xtjhaine alone. 
We were fo much terrlfy'd, 
That, we knew not what we did, 

Nor yet feem to underftand, 

What work thou haft now in hand. 
12. 
This CorreSlion was in love, 
Which, if both fhould fo improve 
As (if they had grace) they may 
By trwG penitence this day. 
Our endeavour to be Friends, 
To thine honour fo much tends. 

That, it would for both thefe Nations, 

Prove the beft of their Oblations. 

13- 
ViSlories do not belong 
To an A rm of Flejh, though ftrong. 
Tis nor Policy nor Force, 
Ships, nor Troops of Men and Horfe ; 
No, nor formal thanks and prayers, 
That prevents Death, or Defpairs \ 

But it is thy powerful Ann, 

That fecures from fear and harm. 
14. 
Therefore praife, for all well dotie, 
I afcribe to thee alone : 
All that men have brought to pafs, 
Merits nothing but Difgrace ; 
And the beft that we can do. 
Will but Ruine add thereto. 

If we keep our crooked wayes. 

Or fhall grudge at thy due praife. 

A 
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A RESOLVE, 

Occafioned by fomewhat fpoken concern- 
ing this Thank-Oblation, and this Au- 
thors other Writings. 

IT may be, many will thefe Hymns contemn, 
Becaufe, they do not relijii well to them. 
They likewife may Inferiour Gods offend, 
Becaufe in this Oblation, / intend 
No praife to them, but that, praife Jttould be given 
To magnifie alone, my GOD in heaven. 
The fir Jl of thefe, I leave to their own mode. 
In offring up Oblations unto GOD ; 
For, if well-pleafing unto him they be, 
They cannot be diflafleful unto me ; 
A nd whatfoever they of me fhall fay, 
I may be thereby profited fome way. 
As for the latter, there is little need 
That I to tJieir deferving fhoiild take heed : 
For Prophets, Priefls and Poets of tJieir own 
Enough they have, to make their merits known. 
Thefe, to extoll their Patrons, can, and may 
Write more, andfpeak much more, theit I dear fay. 
Who, (whatfoe'er advantage thence may flow) 
Can praife no man, for what I do not know. 
Thefe do, as their infpirers them incline, 
And I do, as T am infpir'd by mine. 

Moreover, it becomes not him, wJw fings 
A Song of praife unto the King of Kings, 
The Attributes of men to intermingle 
With his (as to thofe works he zvorketh fingle) 

That, 
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That were to follow their abfiird example, 
Who worjhip GOD and Baal within one Temple ; 
Or Chronicle the Deeds by HERO'S done, 
With Tales of Robin Hood, and Little John : 
For thefe refpefls, I know men Sober-witted 
Will me excufefor what may feem omitted ; 
Afid, as for thofe men, who fo prudent are not, 
Whether they me excitfe, or no, I care not. 

To my Dearly Beloved Children. 

A Bout twenty years now paft, though I had 
then temporal poffeflions, which I might pro- 
bably have given & bequeathed, I compofed and 
intended for your Legacy, A Soliloquie and Prayer., 
which I had fpread in Writing before GOD on 
your behalves ; and I believe it fhall continue for 
ever in his view : But, there being but one Coppy 
thereof, both you and I were deprived of that 
Compofure, when the Book, for which I here fuffer, 
was taken out of my Clofet. Therefore, being 
now likely to be fo feparted from you, how much 
foever it may concern our temporal or fpiritual 
well-beings, that I may thenceforth perhaps ne- 
ver fee you more. I fend you this Sacrifice of 
Praife and Prayer, next following, to be inftead of 
that which is loft ; for it contains in effedl fome- 
what, (as to the Petitionary part) of that which 
was fpread before GOD (as aforefaid) in a larger 
Scrole. Take it into your ferious confiderations, 
and lay it up among your Evidences ; For it will 
fpeak to your advantage, when I can fpeak no 
more for you ; when other men who can fpeak 
for you, will not ; when many perhaps will fpeak 
C againft 
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againft you, and Vi?hen you Ihall not be able to 

fpeak for your felves. 

GOZ> fanftifie unto you this brief Memoran- 
dom, and you to his glory, that we may all meet 
together in him to our everlafbing joy. Be obedi- 
ent to your Mother, the enjoyment of whofe 
Company, will more then recompence the lofs of 
mine ; For GOD hath endowed her with fo much 
maternal prudence and love, that by her counfel 
(if you defpife it not) your Projlerity may be con- 
tinued on the Earth until Chrijl comes to gather 
tc^ether his Ele£l. Remember the counfel of your 
earthly Father, that the promife made by your 
heavenly Fatlter to the Rechabites, may be inlarged 
to you and your Pofterities ; For, your and their 
perfonal obedience to GODs Covenant made 
with all Mankind in Chriji Jefus, will be required 
(according to that aflifting Grace which he vouch- 
fafethj toward the accomplifhing of v/hat I have 
prayed for concerning you. The blefling of 
GOD be with you and Farwell. 

Your Affectionate FatJier, 

Newgate Feb. 15. 
I 662. 

Geo : Wither. 
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Sacrifice of Praife & Prayer 

Offered . unto Almighty GOD, by George 
Wither, for his gracious Providence, in 
providing for Him, his Wife and Chil- 
dren, during his Imprifonment in the 
difgraceful Goal at Newgate, and when 
left deuitute of all ordinary means of 
fubfiftance, by being deprived both of 
his EJiate and Liberty. 

LORD, though my Prayers and my Praifes be 
Unworthy to be offer'd up to thee, 
Thus ( as I am obliged ) I effay 
To add unto thine Honour what I may, 
By pubhfhing both with my Tongue and Pen, 
Thy Loving-kindnefs to the fons of men ; 
Efpecially, in thofe particulars 
Whereby thy kindnefs unto me appears. 

Prais'd be thy bleffed Name ; for thou art fpeedy 
In fhewing thy compaffion to the Needy ; 
And leav'fl not any Suffrer in defpair, 
Who timely feeks thy help by faithful prayer, 
In patient waiting during his probation, 
For thy appointed hour of Salvation. 
Of this, thy never failing Clemency, 
Few men have had more evidence then I. 
Or in all ftraights, vouchfaf d more feafnably 
A needfull, and a competent fupply ; 

C 2 Yea, 
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Yea, though my fuffrings have been great and 

And I in flefh as fenfible as any (many, 

Of ev'ry grievance, thou haft by their length 

Improved fo my patience and my ftrength. 

That, oft fuch grievances, were not alone 

As tolerable as if they were none : 

But fuch as alfo have my joy encreaft, 

When I to other men feem'd moft oppreft. 

For, though I have compleated now well near. 

In weal and wo, the three and fiftieth year. 

And fix Confinements , fince I firft begun 

That Work , which I thought needful to be done ; 

Thou haft preferVd me fo, and me fo arm'd 

Againft all Changes, that none me hath harm'd ; 

Which unto me a knowledge doth derive 

Of what thou art, that's more than fpec'lative ; 

That what experimentally I fpeak. 

In other men may more impreffion make, 

Than when I Notions only fhall declare. 

That were infus'd into me through the ear. 

And 'tis not thy leaft Mercy, that of late 

Thou doft their feeming Charity abate, (me 

Who thought they might thereby have tempted 

To wrong my confcience, and be falfe to thee, 

By fmoothing or adulterating that, 

Which to Truths vindication may relate : 

For, when with needful food men bait their hook, 

The heedlefs hungry Fifhes are foon took ; 

And, whether we confide in thee or no, 

Whilft we have Oyl and Meal, 'tis hard to know. 

Nor I , nor mine ( though rob'd of all) ought 
What's needful for the belly or the back. (lack 

Thou haft my Wife and Children cloath'd & fed. 
When I could neither give them Cloth nor Bread ; 

And 
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And from the Earth, (when in feed, branch and 
I feemed likely to be rooted out ; (root, 

My Withred Sprouts were then by thee replanted. 
Where they enjoy the nourifhment they wanted : 
So timely, and in fuch a manner too, (do ; 

Was that vouchfaf'd which thou wert pleaf'd to 
That for it my Well-wijhers praif 'd thy Name ; 
And vext thereat my envious foes became ; 
Efpecially in that place, where their worft 
And laft defpights were manifefted firft ; 
For there, and in their fight, by whom undone 
I feem'd to be, that mercy was begun. 

The Families from whom I was defign'd 
To take my being, thou haft now twice joyn'd. 
And their two Surnames, being joyn'd together, 
Denominate my Grandfon, HUNT L' WITHER, 
Who is in poflibility to have 
Earth of his own wherein to make his Grave ; 
And find a Livelihood whilft here he lives, 
If he thy Bounty thankfully receives ; 
( And no whit further fhall be trufted in. 
Than that fhould be, which hath fupplied bin 
Inftead of what I loft) For, Lord, in thee, 
(And not in what thou giv'ft) our truft fhould be. 

My only Daughter when left portionlefs. 
And without any likely hopefulnefs 
Of more than thou didft on her Birthday give her ; 
Yea, when I was difabled to relieve her, - 
Thou didft, ev'n in that great neceflity, 
Efpoufe into a Loving Family, 
Enobled by a Pedigree or Stem, 
Which hath no blemifh to difparage them ; 
Or fuch wants, as may make the reputation 
Of Birtlts and Titles lofe their eftimation. 

C 3 Oh! 
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Oh ! let thy fo uniting them together, 
Make them a mutual blefling to each other ; 
And, by confidring with due thankfulnefs, 
What thou haft done for me in my diftrefs, 
Make both my Children and their whole defcent 
With thy good pleafure, at all times content ; 
That they to others, good example giving, 
By their well-doing , joyn'd with right believing, 
(And likewife heeding how thou doft proceed 
With fuch as in thy Fatherhood confide) 
They never may defpair, though quite bereft 
Of what their earthly Father might have left : 
And, from my perfonal experiments, 
Let them, thereof to minde them, take fome hints. 
For when I by the world feem'd quite forfaken, 
And Ihe, with Lands and Goods, from me had taken 
My Liberty ; that, what then grieved me 
Might more imbittred, and redoubled be. 
By what my Children fuffred ; when, they had 
No means of comfort, and, thereby grew fad : 
Thou didft for that a Remedy provide, 
By making them a Bridegroome, and a Bride 
(Whilft I imprifon'd was within that place, 
Which added to my Poverty, difgrace) 
To my good liking, and their own content, 
Without felf-feeking or difparagement. 
This providential mercy, did appear 
The more, in that, they likewife married were, 
(As I awhile before, prefag'd they fhould) 
Without inch, portions, as I lately could 
Have given them, when thou didft me difable 
Not without caufe. And, tis confiderable 
That, they kept both their Weddings in the fight 
Of thofe, who them purfu'd with moft defpight ; 

Ev'n 



A Sacrifice of Praife and Prayer. 23 

Ev'n in toy phmdred hotife , and at that time, 

In which my wife had not to welcom them 

A dijh or fpoon, but what a neighbour lent ; 

Or meat, but what by thee was thither fent. 

Yea, thou haft, when the world deni'd us bread, 

Ale and my Confort competently fed, 

(E'er fmce, the world depriv'd us of our own) 

By them, whofe faces are to us unknown ; 

To evidence, that all thy Saints are friends, 

To him, who on ^y providence depends, 

And to the utmoft of his power perfevers 

In juft and confcientious endeavers : 

Yea, though corruption fo in him prevaileth. 

That of his duty many wayes he faileth. 

He, hoping thofe Experiments to fome 

May comfortable in Vikt. Jiraits become : 

Thus, for their fakes, in words expreft they be 

For, without words, all things are known to thee. 

All this confider'd , I obliged am 
To take unto my felf deferved fhame, 
When therewith I will heed, how oft, by fin. 
To tliy commands I have rebellious bin ; 
As alfo, that exceeding gracioufnefs, 
Which thou to me vouchfafeft ne'erthelefs : 
And it begets in me a greater fear, 
Then when thy Chajlifments upon me are ; 
For, in correfting me, thou art more mild 
Then is a loving Father to his Child, 
When he not only chideth, but intreats. 
Kind language mixing alfo with his threats ; 
Whips him, then kiffeth ; and fometimes to fee 
Him weep, doth fhed as many tears as he. 

LORD, for thofe mercies gracioufly afforded, 
(Well meriting, by me to be recorded) 

Accept 
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Accept this petty Sacrifice of praife, 

And make us truly thankful all our dayes ; 

(Not only in our verbal Thank-Oblations, 

But alfo, in our lives and converfations :) 

For, though we cannot Golden Gifts prefer, 

Yet we may offer Frankincenfe and Myrrh ; 

And from him, who hath not a Lamb to give, 

A Dove thou with acceptance wilt receive. 

Vouchfafe us, in each temporary trial 

A conftant progrefs with true felf-denial ; 

Let not the benefits we have received 

Be underpriz'd, becaufe we were bereaved 

Of thofe externals, which we have enjoyed , 

For, their enjoyment might have us deftroyed ; 

Yea, thofe whom thou mak'ft poor thou lov'fl as 

As thofe, whom thou art pleafed to inrich ; (much 

And, by thy Grace we may advantage make, 

Of whatfoever thou doft Give or Take. 

Keep me and mine from that Prevarication 
Which turns thy proffred Grace to Reprobation. 
Incline us to defire, and to embrace 
All means of perfeverance in thy Grace, 
And, never let the asking, or the granting, 
Of any neceffary gift be wanting. 
Make us to fliun and hate all things, whereby 
We may offend thy awful Majefiy ; 
Nor limiting thy Mercy, neither flandring 
Thy jufh Decrees, as caufes of our wandring : 
For, no man to be wicked is inforc't, 
Or left by thee, untiU he leaves thee firft ; 
Which all men will confefs, when from their eyes 
That fcurff is rub'd which yet upon them lies. 

So knit us in one True-love-knot together, 
By loving thee, and love to one another. 

That 
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That, we in all Temptations fall may ftand 
And Sathan, nor the world diffolve that band ; 
For, where Love in the heart keeps refidence 
Diff'rence in Judgment, gives no more offence 
Then diff'ring faces, although more delight 
V/e take in thofe, who love and judge aright. 
When we offend, Correct us as our Fatiier 
With all thy Temporary fcottrges , rather 
Then fuffer7?if«, by fms to be correfted, 
(Which is the greateft Plague can be inflifted) 
And that, we faint not underneath thy Rod, 
With Jiripes, mix mercy ftill, my gracious GOD. 

I ask nor Honors, Liberty, nor Wealth, 
Nor temporary pleafures, no nor health, 
Save, fo far only, as thou know'ft the ufe 
Of fuch things, to thine honor may conduce 
With our eternal fafety, and the Good 
Of thofe with whom we have a BrotherJtood. 
And, hereto I will add but this Requejl, 
(Which comprehends all that can be expreft) 
For me and mine. Oh let it, LORD, be plac't. 
Where it may ftand, as long as Time fhall laft. 
Within thy fight ; and though, nor I, nor they 
For whom I fue, can merit what I pray, 
Vouchfafe it for his fake, in whom I have 
So much confided, as his Boone to crave. (fprung, 

Let us Dear GOD, from whom our Children 
And, all their Off-fpring, whether old or young. 
Who, from our loins have being, or fhall come 
Into this world, until the day of Doom, 
By him be fo preferved, at whofe coft 
Redeem'd we were, that no foul may be loft, 
Or be deprived of thy promifes 
In paffuig thorow this lifes wildernefs, 

D Either 
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Either by Adams fault, or our own gilt : 

And then, of other things give what thou wilt : 

For, this I value more, then if I had 

Thy Grant, we fhould all Kings and Queens be 

Poffefling in this life the largeft meafure (made, 

Of temporary honors, wealth, and pleafure. 

For they are Baubles, in refpe6l of that 

My fanftify'd Ambition aimeth at. 

They who obtain'd moft of them, were but flaves, 

Who dropt with infamy into their Graves ; 

And oft lefs mifery to them befalls, 

VVho get their bread by cobling under fballs ; 

Or, in this world, advanced are no higher 

Then raking dirty rags out of the mire. 

Thus I in brief have fumm'd up my Requejl, 

Grant this, and let who pleafeth, take the reft. 

LORD, I know none, who ever heretofore 
Did in this mode thy Majefty implore ; 
And, from what he believes of thee it comes, 
That, fo to do, thy fervant now prefumes. 
Forgive me if this abfolute Petition 
Extends beyond the bound of my CommiJJion ; 
For, nothing I intend, what ere I crave, 
Save, what thou art well-pleafed I fhould have, 
VVhofe will I fo prefer before mine own 
In all things (if to me my heart is known) 
That whatfoever may fucceed thereon 
Now or hereafter, Let thy will be done. 
My foul thou hafb inclined to believe 
His Promifes, who faid. Ask, and recieve ; 
Help then my unbelief: For if the grant 
Of this Petition (hall that fulnefs want 
Which is defir'd ; no want of Love in thee 
Occafions it, but, fome defe<5ls in me; 

And, 
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And that Objlru6lion which thereon is caft, 
Shall by thy Love removed be at laft. 

He that in Faith and Love can to this Prayer 
Say for himfelf, Amen, fhall ne'er difpair ; 
For, it implies, he is no ftranger to 
What man may hope for, & what God will do. 
Netvgate Feb. 1661. 

An Advertifement. 

WHen that private Poem was taken from me, 
for which I am now a Prifoner, many prin- 
ted Books, Writings, and Evidences, being my 
proper Goods, were therewith unlawfully taken 
away ; among which there was a Manufcript in 
Verfe, intituled, A Legacy to my Children, con- 
fifting (as I remember) of about three or four 
(heets, wherein that which is prayed for in the 
preceding Meditation, in relation to my Pojlerity, 
was much enlarged with Expojiulations and Petiti- 
ons thereto pertinent. The Reftoration thereof, I 
would acknowledge to be a favour, though it 
ought not in juftice to be detained, becaufe it con- 
tains nothing offenfive to the Civil or Spiritual 
Government now eftablifhed : And this Adver- 
tifement is inferted, in hope, one of thofe to whofe 
hand it may come, will be a means of reftoring 
unto me both that Manufcript, and an Elegy, which 
was alfo therewith taken from me. I would like- 
wife be thankful to the Reftorer. 

Geo. Wither. 
At my Houfe in the Savoy, 
June 1665. ivas this Ad- 
vertifement added. 

D 2 NIL 
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NIL ULTRA. 

Being a Soliloguie, wherein this Au- 
thour expreffeth the improbabi- 
lity of an effedtual proceeding 
further, in his endeavours (to 
prevent the Sins and Plagues in- 
creafing ) by ought offered to 
confideration. 



Pfal. I. 3. 

When the Foundations are dejiroyed, what can 
the Righteous do ? 

I At a Nonplus am this day, 
And know not what to think or fay, 
Or, what part I am next to play : 

That therefore which I now exprefs, 
Whether the mark I mifs or hit. 
To publick view I will commit. 
And leave to God the giving it, 
In his own time, a good fuccefs. 

We 
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2. 
We neither love his Laws nor Him ; 
Thofe men whofe deeds we did condemn, 
We ( by our imitating them) 

Have juftifi'd in all their works. 
They, who have kevnei felf-deniers 
In their profefllng Truths, are Liars, 
Like Lillies look, but fcratch like Briars ; 

Talk Ckrijlian-like, but live like Turks. 

3- 
Some fay I dote ; and that 'tis fo, 
I almoft am perfwaded too. 
When I confider what I do : 

For, little lefs than doteth he. 
Who gives them Bread, who look for Chaff; 
Caft Pearls to Swine, who look for Draff; 
And ftrives to fave them, who do laugh 

When finking down to Hell they be. 

4- 
Examples we have had of old. 
And daily we fulfill'd behold. 
What hath been oft of late foretold ; 

Yet more and more befotted grow. 
Nor Chajlifments, nor Mercy fhew'd, 
Though oft withdrawn, and oft renew'd ; 
Nor what hath for our fins enfu'd, 

Can make us heed the things we know. 

5- 
What can by me he /aid or done, 
To flop them who ftill headlong run, 
To meet the mifchiefs coming on. 
And which already are in view ? 
Since men will neither fee nor hear 
What is apparant ev'ry-where, 

D 3 Nor 
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Nor have Grace, Courage, Wit or Fear, 
Who can prevent what may enfue ? 
6. 

How can good Sequels be expe6led, 

Where Tmth and Reafon are neglefled. 

And gro/s crimes, not alone fufpefted. 
But afted a!fo with fhame ? 

Where men, all Prophanations dare. 

In all well-doings cowards are ; 

And feem to have nor fence nor care, 
Either oi good, or evil Faine ? 

7- 
When what relates to Earth and Heav'n, 
Seems of its proper ufe bereaven, 
(And what for common ufe was given, 

Made only for th' abu/ers fake) 
What humane Wit can fave them from 
A fad inevitable doom. 
Who falfe to other men become. 

And Pitfalls for themfelves do make ? 
8. 
When firft I did converfe with men. 
They were exceeding wicked then ; 
But now feem worfe by five in ten : 

For, till of late I never heard. 
That fuch Abominations were. 
So impudently afted here 
Within this Clime, as now they are 

By probable Reports, aver'd. 

9- 

If Jujiice executed were. 
If we were what wc would appear, 
In thought, in deed, in word, fincere ; 
Oppreffors a.\\d fclf-feekers fewer ; 

It 
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It might be hoped that thofe few, 
Who to good principles are true, 
Might more fucceffefully purfue, 

What would at laft, our weal procure. 
10. 
But whilft we fee one crying Jin 
Brings ev'ry day another in. 
Whence new Corruptions do begin, 

What can the Righteous hope to do ; 
But meekly wait on GOD, (until 
Her meafure wickednefs doth fill) 
Submitting all things to his will. 

And adding their Amen, thereto ? 
II. 
Whilft we each mangie humour claw. 
Turn Grand OppreJJions into Law, 
Stand nor of GOD, or men in awe. 

And, Truths, by Violence confute ; 
We bring but fewel to that fire. 
Or breath to blow the flame ftill higher. 
Wherein our hopes will quite expire ; 

And Prudence then is juftly mute. 
12. 
For when GOD threatens Defolations, 
If men turn due Humiliations 
To Triumphs and vain Recreations ; 

What can be juftly then expefted ">. 
But changing hopes into defpairs. 
More Breaches, inftead of Repairs, 
And that our formal thanks and prayers. 

Should be ofifenfive, and rejefled .' 
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13- 
Oft under Truji is hatched Treafon, 

Wife to be thought, is to want Reafon, 

Sincerity is out of feafon ; 

Foundations likewife are orethrown : 
To fpeak the Truth is now a Crime ; 
To look for Juflice 'tis no time, 
(To be a Knave, the way to clime) 

And fin almofl; full ripe is grown. 
14. 
My witnefs, therefore, having born, 
(Among men in the hope forlorn) 
rie all alone, fit down and mourn 

For that which cannot prevented. 
My Lot, rie meekly take with thofe. 
Whom GOD fhall unto that expofe, 
Which may befall both Friends and Foes, 

And therewith will remain contented. 

IS- 
This now, is all that can be done ; 
That therefore I refolving on, 
Will let the world a while alone. 

And GOD therein to work his will .■' 
He only take that Kmmunition, 
Which gives no juft caufe of fufpicion. 
And (without feeking their perdition) 
Let filthy men be filthy ftill. 

16. 
Thus far forth I have trod the Maze, 
Without offence to any Caufe, 
That's juftifi'd by righteous Laws ; 

But now no further can proceed : 
For fo Confufion here abounds, 
That Good and Evil it confounds, 

And 



NIL ULTRA. 33 

And whirls us in an endlefs Round ; 
Which fruitlefs makes both word and deed. 

17- 
For they who dance upon the brink 
OiHellit felf (and fondly think 
They are fecure becaufe they wink ;) 

Their open danger cannot fee, 
But are fo vext to hear me tell 
Their Heaven borders upon Hell ; 
That for my wifhing of them well, 

They wifh but little good to me. 
i8. 
Perhaps too, as the Round now goes, 
They who my good intents oppofe, 
(And are both mine and their own foes) 

May feek to take my life away : 
If they fo do ; when that is done, 
I fhall beyond their reach be gone ; 
And he who all deeds looks upon. 

Will fuddenly their fpight repay. 
19. 
Yet I fhall make no fuch Requeji, 
As may not with their weal confift : 
I, neither by the Sword, or Pejl, 

Or Famine, wifh aveng'd to be ; 
Or by ought elfe, which might deftroy 
The Life which here they do enjoy, 
(Though they that Mercy mif-imploy ;) 

This rather fhall my Prayer be, 
20. 
Let GOD confound ^itvc pride, their hate. 
And all their Plots annihilate, 
Who fhall defign to praflife that, 

Which may to his difhonour tend. 

E Let 



34 NIL ULTRA. 

Let none of thofe endeavours thrive, 
Whereby ungodly men contrive ; 
How they another may deprive 
Of his juft Freedom, Foe, or Friend. 

21. 

This Deprecation doth not reach 
Mens Perfons, or that Love impeach 
Which Chrijiian Verity doth teach : 

For, to avenge themfelves of wrong, 
That giveth Hberty to none ; 
But, to do good for evil done 
Required is of every one, 

To whom a Saintjhip doth belong. 

22. 

The Publick Welfare I prefer 
Before mine own particular ; 
And this for truth I may aver, 

Whoever fhall the fame deny : 
My Country, or my Sovereign Lord, 
Neither by aSlions, or by word. 
Or by my Pen, or by my Sword, 

'Yo f elf -ends injured have I. 

23- 
I have not broke my Faith to thofe 
Who did a Trufl in me repofe, 
Whether they prov'd my Frietids or Foes ; 

But did with Loyalty fubmit. 
To do, or fuffer under them 
Who exercife the Power Supream, 
Which is at the difpofe of Him, 
Who gives and takes, as he fees fit. 
24. 
I never did for Love or Hate, 
Aft, or defign to innovate 

The 
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The Goverment of Church or State, 

But did my duties in my place ; 
And when I fear'd that for our fin 
An A narchy was creeping in, 
Endeavor'd, when it did begin. 

How to preferve the Common-Peace. 
2S. 
When Civil Pow'rs were fo divided, 
That then both Fools and Wife men fided 
As Interejl or Confcience guided, 

I fought not to inlarge the rent ; 
But, being called Aid\.o bring. 
To, (and by) them, whofe counfelling 
Had been Authoriz'd by the King, 

I, to perform my duty, went. 
26. 
Retir'd from Court and City then, 
I liv'd divaong plain Countrymen, 
Employing otherwhile the Pen, 

My private Mufings to record / 
Which, I had more defire to do, 
Then that which I was call'd unto, 
Till I was importuned fo. 

That I at laft, put on my Sword. 
27. 
To do my beft, forth arm'd I came, 
(My Confcience warranting the fame) 
And porpos'd nothing worthy blame, 

By unjuft violence, qx guile. 
For, in fincerity I thought, 
A courfe we follow'd as we ought. 
Whereby means might to pafs be brought, 

Divided Friends to reconcile. 
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28. 
But fo divfions them inrag'd, 
Who were in that Conteft engag'd, 
And, fuch ill confequents prefag'd, 

That, I my Troop did foon disband ; 
And, hopelefs I fhould ought affay 
Succefsful in a viartial way, 
My Sword, and Arms quite flung away. 

And took my Pen again in hand. 
29. 
Such new Adventures this began, 
That, I appeared to be then 
Betwixt the Fire and Frying-pan : 

For, fuch proceedings I efpy,d ; 
That, they who with the beft intent 
Purfu'd the way in which they went 
(And ill to neither party meant) 

Found leaft refpeft on either fide. 
30. 
To fee what was done we// or Hi, 
I had juft caufe, againft my will. 
To be there, an ey-witnefs ftill. 

Where grand affairs tranfafted were. 
As well the Per/on as the Name 
I knew of moft men, who by fame 
Were faid to merit praife or blame. 

And who did beft or worft appear. 

31- 
Self-love, bafe Avarice, and Pride, 
I faw among themfelves divide 
The publick Rights, on either fide ; 

Their Foes befriending out of feafon ; 
Well-meaning Innocents deflroying. 
Their pow'r to favour Guilt employing, 

And 
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And often to a felf-deftroying, 
Againft their Friends committing Treafon. 

32. 
I faw both GOD and Man offended, 
Much finding fault, but little mended ; 
Good Life and Piety pretended ; 

But few whofe words and works were one : 
They who moft quarrell'd with each other. 
In evil fo agreed together, 
That to repofe a truft in either, 

I found but little caufe, or none. 

33- 
The worfe men were, they feem'd the better 
To ferve their ends, and much the fitter 
To be inriched and made greater. 

Him who did moft indulge their fm ; 
Or, to inflame their luft brought fewel ; 
Or, were unto their foes moft cruel, 
They kept about them as a Jewel ; 

And, fuch, their chief efteem did win. 

34- 
Such as had neither Grace nor Wit, 
Such as Joh judged men unfit 
Among his Shepherds Dogs to fit ; 

Ev'n fuch as were, the other day, 
More worthy of contempt than thofe 
Who liVd by picking Hips and Sloes, 
(With fuch food as on Hedges grows) 

Were honour'd ; yea few more than they. 

35- 
Thefe having fcratcht up wealth and power. 
In Court and City, Town and Tower, 
Did a6l as if our fatal hour 

Were hither making an advance : 
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The mean-while men, here, and abroad, 
At hazard plaid, in fuch a mode, 
(At Hide, at Even, and at Odd) 

As if all things were rul'd by chance. 
36. 
Thereby my hazards greater were 
Than thofe which I had caufe to fear, 
When War moft dreadful! did appear : 

For, at what I before had done. 
One party only took offence ; 
But, I have anger'd ever fmce 
All parties, who have loft the fence 

Of what they feem to carry on. 

37- 
This made me dip my Pen in Gall, 
Impartially reproving all. 
Without regard what might befall 

Ta me, whilft juft things I intended : 
For, alwayes I regarded fo 
Their Honour, and their Profit too, 
With whom my Mufes had to do, 

That none have caufe to be offended. 

38. 
It nev'rthelefs, on me fo brought 
Their hate, whofe welfare I had fought, 
That of mine own they left me nought. 

Which might my likely want fupply : 
No place whereon to reft my head, 
No certainty of daily bread. 
But in my old age to be fed 

And cloathed by pure Charity. 

39- 
In which ftrait GOD provided fo. 
That I yet live his work to do. 

Well 
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Well pleafed with my portion too ; 

Yea, more than when it larger feem'd : 
For, what's bereaved was but Lumber, 
Which did with many cares becumber. 
And, is not put into the number 

Of things which merit befl; efteem. 
40. 
I therefore, whatfoev'r befel, 
To High and Low did plainly tell, 
(Whether they took it ill or well) 

Such things as I thought needful were ; 
And oft expreffed with my Pen, 
What might minde me and other men, 
More heed to take, both how, and ivhen, 

Unto our felves we Traytors are. 
41. 
And time to come, when I am dead. 
Shall find there will be ftill much need 
To tolerate one in my ftead. 

That may purfue what I begun. 
When God fo pleafeth, let him come 
To do him fervice in my room ; 
And, let the Work he calls me from, 
Thrive better than it yet hath done. 

42. 
My time is almoft wholly paft ; 
And, thinking this may be the laft. 
For a Nil Ultra here 'tis plac't. 

As having no more now to fay : 
But if my life God longer fpare. 
And fhall my heart anew prepare, 
His pleafure further to declare, 

rie take this Boimder-Jionc av/ay. 
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43- 
I fute it thus unto thefe times, 
In that with which moft fancies chimes, 
Expreffmg that in gingling Rimes, 

Which I fuppofe to be in feafon ; 
Elfe little heed they give thereto ; 
Or, if plain Truths obferve they do. 
Good meanings are miftaken fo. 
That fafe it is not to fpeak Reafon. 

44. 
Things may refult fometimes perchance, 
Ev'n from a trifling circumflance. 
Which will be helpful to advance 

Th' effefting of a Grand Defign. 
Once e're Elijha would begin 
To fpeak, a Fidler was call'd in ; 
Of ufe, that feem'd then to have been 

For his Work ; fo may this for mine. 



Man propofeth , but GOD difpofeth, 
and his will be done. 



God fave the King. 
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Here followeth a brief Defence in Anfwer to 
private Objedions, lately made againjl 
fame paffages i?z this Author's Writings, 
heretofore publiJJied. 

I Am informed by good Friends, that among 
thofe Exprejfions which I thought pertinent to 
this Generation, I have here & there intermingled 
that which is diftaftful to many, who are not there- 
in of my judgment, and that I have thereby loft 
their good efteem. This I find experimentally fo 
true, that not a few have neglefted me, more to 
my grief in relation to them, and for their fakes 
than for mine own, who am not ignorant how I 
might both have prevented, and may yet repair 
that lofs hereafter. Neverthelefs, whatfoever I 
am, or may be thereby expofed unto, my refoluti- 
on is, neither to defert thofe Principles whereto I 
confcientioufly adhered, until I am convinced of 
error ; nor to deceive any man, by feeming that 
which I am not : For, I fo abhor to comply for 
meer outward refpefts with any Per/on or Society, 
in things which I cannot yet believe are agree- 
able to God's revealed Will, and Chrijiian prudence ; 
and fo far alfo from recanting what I have con- 
fcientioufly profeffed, though to my perfonal dif- 
advantage, tho I lofe all my feeming friends yet 
left, (who have not Love enough to be peaceably- 
minded toward their Brethren, who are conform- 
able, according to their underftanding, to the whol 
Will of God revealed in his Word) that, as I will 
neither objlinatly rejijl or wilfully negle£l the means 
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of better information, fo I will not recede from the 
Chrijlian Liberty due to me, and all other men. 

Many fuppofe there is no falvation, fave in that 
particular Church only, whereof they are members : 
But I do believe ( as to me it feems implied in 
P/al. 87. ) that the City of GOD extends it felf in- 
to every part of the World, even into Egypt, Phi- 
liflia. Tyre, Ethiopia, yea and into Babylon alfo ; 
and, that under every outward Form and Difpenfa- 
tion whatfoever, God hath an EleSl People, who are 
Citizens of Sion, though their particular Churches, 
which are as it were difiinSl Wards of ^dX fpirittial 
Corporation, may have many blemifhes, ignorances, 
errors, and defilements for the prefent. In many 
things we err all. They who know moft, know but 
in part ; yea, the Apoflles, long time after they 
were chofen by our Saviour, judged not aright of 
his Kingdom, nor were free from being ambitious 
of a Prelatical Preheminency, but fubjedl to many 
mifapprehenfions ; and fome of them feduced for 
a while, by an Antichriflian Perfecuting fpirit ; as 
many perfons in Congregational & National Chur- 
ches have ever fmce been, and zealous without 
knowledge, in Praftices and Principles tending 
to that Babylonifh Confufion, which will univerfally 
come to an end ere long, though it hath lately be- 
gun to be re-inforced. True Faith cannot be evi- 
denced without good works ; which being imper- 
feft in the beft of men, we have no fuch certain 
mark whereby unfeigned Difciples may be known, 
as by their being loving to each other, and chari- 
tably affefled toward all men ; yea, although they 
are our perfonal enemies : and this mark of di- 
ftinguifhment Chrift himfelf hath left us. 

Upon 
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Upon thefe and fuch like confiderations, I have 
been as wary as poffibly I could, fo to ufe my Chri- 
Jiian Liberty at all times, and in all places, that I 
might not offend a weak Believer : And, we have 
fo many among us who diffent from each other, 
that it makes the performance of that duty very 
difficultly inoffenfive ; and hath put me to more 
trouble in the flefh, and occafioned more outward 
inconveniences, by infringing my juft private li- 
berty, than many of thofe fufferings put together, 
which are very grievous to other men. I dare not, 
and do openly profefs (tho fome think it needlefs) 
my belief and judgment, as oft as I fee juft occa- 
fion given : yet do I not voluntarily feparate my 
felf from any Perfons or Congregations, who are not 
apparantly and malicioufly wicked in their lives 
or dodtrines : but feparate from their damnable er- 
rours and fins only, as much as I may ; yea, my 
Confcience makes me afraid, I may juftly offend 
by not complying in fome things Indifferent, Civil 
or Divine, which are not repugnant to God's re- 
vealed Word, though not thereby commanded. 

Where I know not any weak brother to be then 
prefent, whom I may thereby offend, (and when 
I am thereto inclined for no carnal refpe6ls) I 
can communicate with any, profeffmg belief in 
Chrijl Jefus, either in Humiliations, Thanksgivings, 
Breaking of Bread in commemoration of our Sa- 
viours Paffion, or in Prayer ; where nothing is fo 
idolatroufly or fuperftitioufly injoyned or prafti- 
fed, that it derogates from the honour of God, 
or is contrary to the Canon of hjs Word, or may in 
my underftanding feem deftruftive to true Piety or 
Morality : For all other fuch deficiencies or fuper- 
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fluities, as we may fuppofe to be in the outward 
worfliip of God, do but exercife love, humility, 
or meeknefs ; and I look upon them where fuch 
be, as I do upon mine own failings or performan- 
ces. Whatfoever, where I come, which I find to 
be fo done or fpoken, that I may abfolutely con- 
form thereunto, v/ithout offence to God or mine 
own Confcience, I therein joyn ; and when ought 
is a6led or faid, whereto I cannot fully affent, I 
lift up my heart in fecret prayer to God, befeech- 
ing him to vouchfafe pardon to me, and them, 
for what is ignorantly offended in ; and to refti- 
fie both mine and their erroneous underftand- 
ings, who are then prefent : which praftice of 
mine, if not worthy to be exemplar, I hope de- 
ferves, at leaft, a charitable cenfure. 

Moft of the quarrellings amongfl Chrijiian Pro- 
fejfours, are about matters of lefs moment then 
tithing mint, and annife, and occafion the negleft 
of weightier matters, as it will appear, if M^ell 
heeded ; as alfo, that moft of our Contefts fpring 
from felf-love, though pretended for God ; and 
tend more to fatisfie the ambition and covetouf- 
nefs of men, then to advance his honour or true 
piety. For it is evident, that ^ fuperintendency over 
divine Rites, and the Worfhip of God, is unduly 
affumed by many, furreptitioufly obtained, and 
magiftefially ufurped by fome wlao had no lawful 
call thereunto ; yea, & vicioufly exercifed (in my 
judgment) by all thofe who endeavour to compel 
men ( otherwife then by loving compellations) ei- 
ther to the omiflion, or to the ufe of this, or that 
Difcipline or Form of Prayer, againft their Con- 
fciences, They who think no Oblation's accepted 
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of God, but thofe fet Forms, or extemporary De- 
votions which they affeft, are equally guilty of a 
fuperftitious errour : For, both the one and the 
other, may be compleat or defe6live, warrantably 
or unwarrantably exhibited, according as they are 
performed. Extempory Prayers 3.re fet forms to all 
who hear them, except to the Speakers only ; and 
perhaps alfo, to fome of their knowledges, who 
fpeak them, the greateft part of thofe Prayers 
are fet forms, and otherwhiles, in that regard the 
more acceptable : For, that form which the Spirit 
of God hath at any time diflated, never leaves it 
to be lefs effe6lual then it was at firft, if it fhall at 
any other time be offred up on the like occafion 
by thofe, who with the fame devotion, and a true 
fenfe of what is wanting, Ihall faithfully pray for 
it in the fame words. 

Some have affirmed in my hearing, that by 
declaring my private judgement touching mat- 
ters controverted, I expofed my felf to more 
fufferings, then were neceffarily adventured : yet 
I do not fo beleive : For all that I have publickly 
affirmed in fubjefts of that nature, whereupon 
troubles enfued, was by me intended for Gods 
Glory and the common good, (though turned to 
my perfonal detriment in appearance) and they 
have hitherto brought upon me no mifchief, which 
God hath not converted to my fpiritual advan- 
tage ; whereas, many of thofe things, which my 
Cenfurers praftife and profefs, have occafioned 
uncharitable feparations, without any benefit to 
themfelves or others; yea difturbed their own 
and the publick tranquillity, to the daily enlarg- 
ing of breaches, and to the hazzard of an univer- 
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fal irreconcileable Difcord ; if the probable evil 
confequents, be not timely prevented, by an ami- 
cable declaring what we are perfwaded in our 
own heart, as we find juft occafion ; and by lea- 
ving other men to the fame Liberty, until they 
fhall be as confcientioufly inclined to believe 
otherwife : and then perhaps many will fufpe6t 
their own difcretion as much as now they do 
mine ; and make it to themfelves queflionable, 
who required their former aElings, or fufferings, at 
their hands. Let this be confidered by all thofe 
Cenfurers of my open-heartednefs, to whom this 
fhall come ; and let my friends be many or few, 
as God pleafeth ; for- my trufl is in him onely ; 
his honour is my chief aim ; from him I cannot 
conceal what I believe ; and from men (as touch- 
ing things relating to his Service, and the peace 
of his Church) I will not ; nor diffemble my be- 
lief : as it fhould more appear, if it were alwayes, 
as free for me to publifh my thoughts, as I am to 
write them, at this prefent. 

It is for fuch refpefts, queftioned by fome. 
What I am as to Religion ; and of what Society I 
profefs my felf to be ? whereto I anfwer, that I 
profefs my felf a Catholick Chrijlian ; miftake me 
not ; I do not mean a Roman Catholick, which are 
terms contradi6tory to themfelves, being fo uni- 
ted ; becaufe, the addition of, Roman to Catho- 
lick, deftroyes that denomination. I am a member 
of that Church which is Univerfal, and of every 
particular Church in thofe places where I refide, 
fo far forth onely ( and no further) as it is a 
member of the Church- Catholick, profeffing and 
praftifing in purity , the Faith , DoSlrine and 

Difci- 
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Difcipline thereof. I am not of Paitls, or Apollo's, or Ce- 
phas, or ?aiy fociety, but as they are of Chrijijefus, whom 
I defire to know (as Paul faid he did) not only as he was 
in the flefh, but as he is fpiritually to be known alfo ; and 
to avoid that dividing into parlies, which from the Apo- 
JUes time, until this day, hath tended more to the nou- 
rifliing of Difcord, and confirming of Errors, than to edi- 
fication in Piety and good life. 

I feparate from no Church, adhering to the foundati- 
ons of Chriflianity, not wilfully profeffing and pradtifing 
what may be deflrudtive thereto, though there be fome 
defedls or corruptions therein. I joyn not in doing or ap- 
proving what is not approvable in my underflanding, yet 
am as far from a difaffeSlionate feparation on my part, as 
from feparating my felf from my felf, or a limb from my 
body, though painful & loathfom unto me, by a wound 
or fome difeafe : For I fliall cherifh it until it fo corrupts 
and gangrenes, that it may deflroy my whole bodyj and 
then I fliall willingly be rid of it. In like manner, waiting 
in love upon God's good pleafure toward me and every 
weak member of Chrijb myjiical Body, I will endeavour 
to preferve my felf and them in unity, and leave the ana- 
thamizing or judging others to him only, whofe mem- 
bers they are, or pretend to be. 

The Title of a Catholick ChriJHan aforementioned, I 
affed; not out of fmgularity, but admit of it by way of 
diflindlion only, to anfwer their queftionings, who ask of 
what Religion, or of what Church I am : And / profefs an 
abfolute adherence to the Catholick Church only, becaufe 
that onely is infallible, and the Sanlluary of God upon 
earth ; wherein his Myjleries axe preferved in purity ; and 
wherein I may have affurance of falvation by continuing 
therein. I wave the confining my belief or pradlice to 
any one National or Congregational Society of Chriftians, 
not out of a faiflious inclination, or petulent difefleem of 
any : But having a defire to be inflrumental in uniting 
men diflenting in judgment both unto God, and unto 
each other in love, I conceive that endeavour would be 
fufpedled of partiality, & not fo effedlually profecuted, 
if I made my felf a party with any other Fraternity more 
than with another : fome of -wYiora Jlrain at a Gnat, and 
/wallow a Camel; or fo prefume of their infallibility, 

that 



4° An An/wer, &c. 

that they exclude all as Reprobates, who diiTent from 
them in DoHrine or DifcipHne; having alfo more affe- 
<5lion for thofe who are zealous in the Opinions and For- 
malities which they approve, (though held in unrighte- 
oufnefs for carnal ends) than they have for them who 
are confciencious Profeffors of the Truth in Godlinefs 
and Sincerity, according to their meafure of faith and 
underflanding, if they diffent from them but in a Crot- 
chet. For thefe and fuch like refpedls, I fuffer not my felf 
to be bound up with any Congregation, (as aforefaid) but 
fo far as the Chriftian Liberty, and the exercife of Chari- 
ty toward all men may be preferved : as alfo the Peace 
and Credit of all Societies profeffing Jefus Chrifl, fo far 
forth as it ought to be ; for though he may have fome- 
what to allcdge againfl them, (as he had againft the fe- 
ven Churches in Afia, to whom he wrote by St. John) 
they are all in fome degree Nurfes of Piety and good man- 
ners : And many thoufands have had, and have in them, 
initiations into that which is befl approvable. Our Na- 
tional Church was my firll Nurfe, and I confefs vidth 
thankfulnefs, I from thence firil drew nourifhments, 
flrengthening me towards eternal life ; that I had there 
alfo JDry-Nurfes, fome of which fed me wholfomly, and 
fome to the endangering my being poifoned or llarved. 
But / have but one Spiritual Mother, which is the Ca- 
tholick Church afore-mentioned. 

There are other Objellions whifpered ; fome againft my 
late publilhed Meditations upon the Lords Prayer; fome 
againfl my Tradl, entituled. The Perfecution of the Tongue 
among Brethren, a Manufcript not yet publifhed ; and 
fome others, which / Ihall by God's affiftance, vindicate 
as foon as I have leifure, from mifapprehenfions ; and 
make it evident, that there are many who have hereto- 
fore complained of feverity in thofe by whom they were 
perfecuted for their Confciences, who would quickly 
(had they power anfwerable to their will) improve it 
into that Perfecution, which is the Mark of the BEAST 
in the forehead, or in the hand. But, having for jufl 
caufe, added this here, I will conclude for the prefent, 
heartily befeeching GOD, that his Peace may be efta- 
blilhed and continued among his Saints for ever. 

F T N r S. 
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